
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

March 24, 2020

RCMP PROVIDES UPDATE 
ON DETACHMENT SERVICES 
AMIDST COVID-19 SPREAD

Submitted by The Pro-
vincial Court of Alberta

Alberta Health Services 
has recommended that 
measures be taken to re-
duce the amount of time 
individuals spend in large 

crowds or in crowded spac-
es to help reduce the trans-
mission of COVID-19 in the 
community.

To protect the health and 
safety of all court users 
while ensuring respect for 
the legal rights of accused 

persons and civil litigants, 
the Provincial Court of Al-
berta is limiting all regular 
operations, effective Tues-
day, March 17, 2020, until 
further notice.

Continued on Page 18

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

In light of recent devel-
opments and evolving in-
formation surrounding 
the spread of Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), Alberta RCMP 
detachments and offic-
es may defer or arrange 
to provide alternatives for 
certain services normally 
delivered in a Detachment. 
These measures are being 

taken as the safety of Al-
bertans and our employees 
is our number one priority. 
This practice will be evalu-
ated on a regular basis and 
the public will be notified 
when normal business re-
sumes. 

There has been no change 
to the Alberta RCMP’s re-
sponse to critical and emer-
gency matters. We remind 
the public to please contin-
ue to call 911 in these situ-

ations. 
Effective immediately, Al-

berta RCMP detachments 
will be modifying service 
delivery at front counters 
and restricting access to 
public spaces within RCMP 
facilities. Signage will be 
displayed at all exterior 
public entrances reflecting 
the following: 

Continued on Page 2

THE PROVINCIAL COURT
OF ALBERTA COVID-19

PANDEMIC PLANNING FOR
THE SCHEDULING OF MATTERS
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RCMP Provides Update on Detachment Services 
Amidst COVID-19 Spread
Continued from Page 1

• In order to pri-
oritize essential policing 
services and to reduce un-
necessary contact with 
personnel, detachments 
will suspend all non-criti-
cal front counter services. 
Fingerprinting for Criminal 
Record Checks will only 
be done in exceptional cir-
cumstances. Non-urgent 
fingerprinting and Criminal 
Record Checks will resume 
at a later date.

• Before proceed-
ing to a detachment, please 
consult our provincial di-
rectory and phone the listed 
telephone number (http://
www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/de-
tach/en/find/AB#wb-cont). 
If assistance can be provid-
ed to you over the phone, an 
employee or officer will do 

so. If your request requires 
personal contact with an 
officer, that decision will be 
made over the phone.

• The decision to 
limit public contact in 
non-urgent situations was 
made to ensure the health 
of the public and our em-
ployees so that we are able 
sustain essential services 
across Alberta.

• Please dial 911 only 
in an emergency.

• Our Operational 
Communication Centres 
are open and fully function-
al for all emergency calls.

“A number of changes 
have been put in place to 
protect the health of our 
employees and the public. 
These decisions were made 
to ensure that there were 
no impacts to essential 
services, keeping our com-
munities safe,” said Deputy 

Commissioner Curtis Za-
blocki, Commanding Of-
ficer of the Alberta RCMP. 
“As Alberta’s provincial po-
lice service, we have sound 
business continuity plans 
in place to ensure Albertans 
can continue to count on us 

every day, including during 
times of public health 
emergencies.”

Public safety is our top 
priority. The Alberta RCMP 
thanks the public for their 
patience during these ex-
ceptional circumstances.

March 24, 2020
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TOWN OF STONY PLAIN
RESPONDS TO COVID-19

Submitted by Town of 
Stony Plain

The Town of Stony Plain is 
working diligently with the 
community to ensure the di-
rectives of the Government 
of Alberta are implemented in 
response to the COVID-19 vi-
rus. The Town has suspended 
all scheduled Town events and 
programs until further notice, 
increased the level of daily 
cleaning at all public facili-

ties and on Accessible Trans-
portation Vehicles, as well as 
reviewing the Town’s policies 
to incorporate prudent prac-
tices in the workplace. This 
includes:

• Increasing the frequency 
of cleaning and disinfecting 
high-touch surfaces such as 
door handles and railings;

• Providing hand sanitizer 
throughout our buildings;

• Ensuring hand soap is well 
stocked in washrooms and 

employee kitchens;
• Limiting business related 

travel;
• Suspending all in person 

meetings;
• Encouraging staff who do 

not feel well to stay at home 
and follow procedures out-
lined by the GOA based on 
symptoms;

• Preparing work from home 
procedures; and

• Encouraging residents who 
not feel well to stay home and 

contact Administration via 
phone or email

These are some of the steps 
the Town is taking to limit or 
slow the spread of this pan-
demic.

Town Manager Tom 
Goulden says, “COVID-19 will 
impact our community as it 
has greatly impacted many 
countries around the world. 
The Alberta Government is re-
acting to this challenge daily 
and is implementing strate-
gies that will have a positive 
outcome on the pandemic. In 
the coming days and weeks, 
the Town may have to make 
some challenging decisions to 
assist in meeting that positive 
outcome. We thank all resi-
dents for their understanding 
as we all navigate a quickly 
changing COVID-19 impacted 
Alberta.” 

Mayor William Choy says, 
“Administration is working 
diligently with community 
partners under the direction 
of the Government of Al-
berta to limit the impacts of 
COVID-19 on our community. 
The world has been impacted 
greatly by this non discrim-
inating virus. Together as a 
community we can limit the 
impacts of COVID-19 by fol-
lowing the directives of the 
Province and limiting our time 
in public places. We each have 
a responsibility to each other 
to limit the spread of this vi-
rus.”

While the risk for Alberta is 
currently low, the Town is be-
ing proactive in doing what 
it can to protect and create 
plans to safeguard our com-
munity against the impacts of 
this rapidly moving pandemic.

The Town urges the impor-
tance for all residents to ref-
erence the Government of 
Alberta web page dedicated 
to COVID-19 www.alberta.ca/
coronavirus.  

For local updates on the 
impact to our community, 
stay connected to the Town’s 
newsroom along with all so-
cial media accounts such as 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter.

March 24, 2020
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CONTINUING STUDENT LEARNING
New guidelines are in place to direct how students will learn while in-
school classes are cancelled due to the provincial health emergency.

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Government has worked with 
the Alberta School Boards As-
sociation, the College of Alber-
ta School Superintendents, the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association 
and the Association of Inde-
pendent Schools & Colleges of 
Alberta to identify how to con-
tinue teacher-directed learning 
for students across Alberta.

This approach was devel-
oped with a focus on the safety 
of our staff and students, en-
suring resources continue to 
flow to the education system 
and providing boards with the 

flexibility required to meet the 
unique needs of their students.

“I want to thank every Alber-
tan involved in our province’s 
education system. Everyone 
has come together to chart a 
path forward as part of our 
COVID-19 response – teachers, 
support staff, superintendents, 
administrators, elected trust-
ees, parents, education asso-
ciations, the provincial gov-
ernment and many others. It is 
important that Albertans know 
that we are all working towards 
the same goal – to provide the 
best possible learning situation 
for our students during this 
very challenging and unprec-

edented time.” - Adriana La-
Grange, Minister of Education 

Continuity of student learn-
ing and content delivery

For all kindergarten to Grade 
12 students, school authorities 
will offer at-home learning 
opportunities, either through 
online means or through oth-
er accommodations, such as 
course packages and tele-
phone check-ins. Government 
expects that every student, 
regardless of their geographic 
location or socioeconomic sta-
tus, will continue to learn while 
in-school classes across the 
province are cancelled. This in-
cludes students in public, sep-

arate, Francophone, charter 
and independent schools, and 
Indigenous students attending 
provincial schools.

To identify what content 
needs to be delivered, teachers 
will evaluate curricular out-
comes that have not yet been 
covered, prioritize remain-
ing outcomes based on what 
is manageable for students 
working from home, and will 
plan specific tasks and projects 
for students.

Content delivery for each 
grade is broken down as fol-
lows:

Continued on Page 6
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Continuing Student Learning
Continued from Page 5

Kindergarten – Grade 3
• Education content will fo-

cus on language/literacy and 
mathematics/numeracy out-
comes of the provincial curric-
ulum.

• Teachers will assign an av-
erage of five hours of work per 
student per week, and will be 
expected to work with their 
students and parents on the 
delivery of these materials.

Grades 4-6
• Education content will con-

tinue to focus on language/
literacy and mathematics/nu-
meracy outcomes, and there 
will be opportunity to incorpo-
rate science and social studies 
outcomes through cross-cur-
ricular learning.

• Teachers will assign an av-
erage of five hours of work per 
student per week, and will be 
expected to work with their 
students and parents on the 

delivery of these materials.
Grades 7-9
• Education content will fo-

cus on core mathematics, lan-
guage/literacy, science and 
social studies curriculum out-
comes.

• Teachers will assign an av-
erage of 10 hours of work per 
student per week, and will be 
expected to work with their 
students and parents on the 
delivery of these materials.

Grades 10-12
• Education content will focus 

on specified and core courses 
required for high school grad-
uation requirements, including 
language (English, French and 
French language arts), social 
studies, mathematics, biology, 
chemistry and physics.

• Content from other courses 
will be delivered where possi-
ble, and accommodations for 
students unable to complete 
courses are in place.

• Teachers will assign an av-
erage of 3 hours of work per 
course per week, and will be 
expected to work with their 

students and parents on the 
delivery of these materials.

Grade progression and re-
port cards

Every student will receive 
final grades and will receive 
a report card, appropriate to 
their grade level. Teachers will 
be responsible for assessing 
a student’s progress and as-
signing a final grade. School 
authorities have committed to 
ensuring parents are consulted 
and kept informed of how as-
sessment will be determined in 
this unique circumstance. All 
students who were on track to 
progress to the next grade will.

Where possible, schools will 
work with high school stu-
dents to complete their cours-
es to the best of their ability, 
providing a final mark and 
awarding credits. If a student 
is unable to complete a course 
that would have allowed them 
to progress to the next grade, 
principals have the ability to 
award credits to ensure stu-
dent progression.

Continued on Page 8
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Continuing Student Learning
Continued from Page 6

High school diploma criteria
Students on track to receive 

100 or more credits will still be 
eligible to graduate and receive 
a high school diploma. Princi-
pals have the ability to award 
up to 15 credits to students 
in Grade 12 whose program 
has been negatively impact-
ed by class cancellations. For 
any courses that are started, 
schools will complete them 
with the student to the best 
of their ability, provide a final 
mark and award credits.

If the student is unable to 
complete a course that would 
have led them to achieving a 
high school diploma, such as 
a work experience or a career 
and technology studies course, 
principals have the ability to 
award credits to ensure the 
student graduates.

Provincial assessments
All Grade 6 and 9 provincial 

achievement tests and Grade 
12 diploma exams are can-
celled. Under special circum-
stances, students can request 
to write a diploma exam. Stu-
dents wishing to do so should 

speak to their teacher and 
school administrator.

Resources for parents
Parents may want to supple-

ment student learning by pro-
viding their children with addi-
tional resources. The following 
provincial resources are avail-
able to parents:

• LearnAlberta.ca: more than 
4,000 digital resources aligned 
with Alberta’s K-12 curriculum.

• My Child’s Learning: A Par-
ent Resource: provides parents 
with information specific to 
each grade level.

Additionally, many Alberta 

school authorities have a va-
riety of resources available to 
support parents and students 
in learning at home. The fol-
lowing list provides a sample 
of what is available:

• Aspen View Public Schools: 
Educational Supports for 
Families provides a series of 
resources, many of which are 
publicly available to support 
literacy and numeracy.

• Calgary Board of Education: 
Learning at Home provides a 
number of supports for kin-
dergarten to Grade 12.

• Clearview Public Schools: 
Student Resources provides 
resources for study skills and 
useful learning sites.

• Edmonton Catholic Schools: 
Parent Resources provides 
links to a wide variety of infor-
mational resources.

• Edmonton Public Schools: 
Activities for Parents provides 
a number of activities that can 
be done at home for kindergar-
ten to Grade 12.

• Foothills School Division: 
Parent Learning Link provides 
a number of resources to sup-
port parents.

• Greater St. Albert Catholic 
Schools: Parent Resources link 
provides a number of resourc-
es to support parents.

• Northwest Francophone 
Education Region: Liens Utiles 
provides a number of resourc-
es to support parents.

• Southern Francophone Ed-
ucation Region: Ressources et 
Liens Utiles provides a number 
of resources to support par-
ents.

Funding continues to flow to 
school authorities for the re-
mainder of the 2019/20 school 
year. This will help school 
authorities deliver at-home 
learning to their students.

“The Alberta School Boards 
Association appreciates that 
government has given us the 
opportunity to provide in-
put on the continuing student 
learning plan. In this unprec-
edented time, school boards 
appreciate the flexibility and 
clarity as they make decisions 
that put students first and meet 
the diverse needs of their com-
munities.” - Lorrie Jess, pres-
ident, Alberta School Boards 
Association

Continued on Page 15
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GYPSD SCHOOLS CLOSED TO STUDENTS
Submitted by Grande 

Yellowhead Public 
School Division

On March 17, the Alber-
ta Government declared a 
state of emergency under 
the Public Health Act. 

The decision came two 
days after the provincial 
government canceled all 
classes indefinitely across 
Alberta. This means:

• All schools are closed to 
students starting March 16.

• All child-care and com-
munity programming that 
takes place within Grande 
Yellowhead Public School 
Division schools is can-
celed.

• School buses are can-
celed.  

STAFF 
In line with the decision of 

neighboring school juris-
dictions, the Board of Trust-
ees and Superintendent of 
Schools are implementing a 
work-from-home option to 
begin March 19, 2020. 

Principals are coordi-
nating with school staff to 
identify work that can be 
done from home. However, 
schools will remain open 
to staff who wish to remain 
at the site and a principal 
or delegate will be on site 
during the workday. 

Critical staff will remain 
in our facilities. This deci-
sion aligns with new public 
health measures that in-
clude restrictions on gath-
erings of more than 50 peo-
ple.

Staff who are sick, includ-
ing those with mild cold 
symptoms, are expected 
to stay home and follow 
all guidance from Alberta 
Health Services.

GYPSD is committed to 
and values its employees. 
No staff will be losing their 
jobs, and contractors will 
continue to be paid so that 
they can maintain their 
crews. 

STUDENTS’ BELONG-
INGS

Schools have let families 
know when they are able to 
pick up students’ belong-
ings. This is a school-based 
decision. Pick-up times are 
staggered to ensure we’re 
supporting safe social dis-
tancing to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.

STUDENT LEARNING
The success of our stu-

dents is GYPSD’s first pri-
ority.  Instruction is going 
to change, but our focus on 
student learning, especially 
the Division’s grade 12s, is 
constant. Our teachers are 
working around the clock 
to connect with families to 
get learning plans in place. 

Each school is looking into 
instructional alternatives 
for students after spring 
break. The Division cur-
rently uses G Suite, which 
offers Google Classroom to 
all teaching staff. In addi-
tion to Google Classroom, 
other communication 
tools include Google Docs, 
Gmail, and Google Hang-

outs. Teachers will be us-
ing an assortment of digital 
resources and the platform 
tools to deliver lessons and 
connect with students. 

Schools will be coordi-
nating with families who 
do not have computers or 
internet access to provide 
them with devices or hard 
copies of learning materials 
and discuss supports.  

We know families have 
a lot of questions about 
student learning and we 
will share more informa-
tion as it becomes avail-
able from Education (k-12) 
and Advanced Education 
(post-secondary and indus-
try training).  

The Minister of Education 
has confirmed:

• Every student will re-
ceive a final mark and stu-
dents will progress to their 
next grade level for the next 
school year.

Continued on Page 15

March 24, 2020
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Spring 2020

The Businesses in the 
following Guide can be 

your One Stop Solution to 
all your Renovation Needs!
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AFFORDABLE FEATURES FOR YOUR KITCHEN 
Kitchens are popular gather-

ing spots in many homes. That 
popularity is reflected in vari-
ous ways, including how many 
homeowners choose to remod-
el their kitchens.

A 2019 report from the home 
renovation and design resource 
Houzz found that kitchens were 
the most popular room to ren-
ovate in 2018. Homeowners 
considering kitchen remodels 
should know that the Hou-
zz report also indicated that 
spending on kitchen remodels 
increased by 27 percent in 2018.

Homeowners concerned by 
the cost of remodeling a kitchen 
should know that there are ways 
to give kitchens a whole new 
feel without breaking the bank.

Consumer Reports notes that 
luxury home buyers expect 
high-end features, including 
professional ranges and built-
in refrigerators that match the 
surrounding cabinetry. Howev-
er, many mainstream brands 
offer “faux pro” features that can 

equal more expensive alterna-
tives. Consumer Reports even 
notes that many budget-friend-
ly faux pro appliances outper-
formed their high-end counter-
parts in terms of reliability.

Countertops tend to capture 
the eye’s attention when walk-
ing into a kitchen. Outdated 
and/or damaged countertops 
grab that attention for all the 
wrong reasons, while updated 
countertops made from today’s 
most popular materials provide 
that wow factor homeowners 
seek. If granite is a must-have, 
Consumer Reports notes that 
homeowners can save substan-
tial amounts of money by choos-
ing granite from remnants at 
the stone yard. If marble is your 
ideal countertop, save money by 
choosing a domestic product as 
opposed to one imported from 
overseas.

Custom-built cabinets may be 
a dream, but they tend to be a 
very expensive one. Such cabi-
nets are designed to adhere to 

the dimensions of the kitchen, 
and Consumer Reports notes 
that they can cost tens of thou-
sands of dollars. If that estimate 
would bust your budget, exam-
ine the current layout of the ex-
isting cabinets. If the layout is 
fine but the cabinets need work, 
you can give them a whole new 

look by refinishing them. If the 
cabinets must go, stock units or 
semi-custom cabinets can pro-
vide a new look without busting 
the budget.

Kitchen remodels can be ex-
pensive. But there are many 
affordable ways to revamp a 
kitchen.
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WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT DIY INSULATION 
Perhaps due in part to the 

popularity of home improve-
ment television shows, many 
homeowners now tackle an 
assortment of home projects 
without professional assistance. 
These weekend warriors em-
brace the do-it-yourself philoso-
phy to home improvement, sav-
ing lots of money along the way.

As rewarding as successful DIY 
projects can be, it’s important 
that homeowners avoid getting 
in over their heads. Some proj-
ects, such as those that involve 
plumbing or roofing, tend to 
be best left to the professionals. 
But many other projects, in-
cluding insulation installation, 
are very DIY-friendly.

Can I install insulation myself?
The Insulation Institute notes 

that DIY insulation installation 
is definitely doable, though typ-
ically only when homeowners 
are installing certain types of 
insulation. The Institute notes 

that installing fiberglass or min-
eral wool insulation can be sim-
ple. However, homeowners who 
prefer spray foam insulation 
should leave installation to the 
professionals.

What should I do before be-
ginning the project?

The Insulation Institute advis-
es homeowners who are going 
to install insulation to deter-
mine if vapor retarders, some-
times referred to as “vapor bar-
riers,” will need to be installed 
before they begin the project. 
Vapor diffusion retarders can 
reduce the amount of mois-
ture transferred by air currents, 
but they are not always neces-
sary. Factors such as climate, 
cladding type (i.e., brick, stuc-
co, wood, etc.) and the location 
of the wall being insulated will 
help homeowners determine 
if they need vapor diffusion re-
tarders. Homes located in plac-
es with mixed climates often 

need vapor diffusion retarders. 
DIYers can visit www.insula-
tioninstitute.org to learn more 
or consult with an insulation or 
watersealing professional to de-
termine if they need vapor dif-
fusion retarders.

Determining R-value is anoth-
er important pre-project step. 
Different climates require differ-
ent insulation R-values, which 
the U.S. Department of Energy 
notes is a measurement of an 
insulating material’s resistance 
to conductive heat flow. The 
higher the R-value, the great-
er the insulation effectiveness. 
The amount of R-value your in-
sulation needs will depend on 
the climate, the existing heat-
ing and cooling system in the 
house and which part of the 
house you will be insulating. 
More information about R-value 
is available at energy.gov/ener-
gysaver/weatherize/insulation.

DIYers also will need the ap-

propriate tools and attire before 
beginning an insulation instal-
lation project. In addition to the 
insulation itself, the online re-
source The Home Improvement 
Web® recommends the follow-
ing tools:

• Safety glasses
• Dust mask or respirator
• Stapler (electric, standard, or 

hammer type)
• 3/8” or 1/2” staples
• Protective clothing
• Work light
• Tape measure
• Extension cord
• Utility knife and extra blades
• Stepladder(s)
• Straightedge for cutting in-

sulation
DIYers can access any number 

of insulation installation tutori-
als online to determine if they 
can install insulation without 
hiring professionals.

March 24, 2020
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DECOR IDEAS FOR A FRESH LOOK THIS SPRING 
Spring is a season of rejuvena-

tion, and that spirit of renewal 
can take hold inside a home.

Warm weather and longer 
hours of daylight make spring 
a perfect time to imagine a 
home’s interior design in a new 
light. The following are a hand-
ful of decor ideas that may in-
spire homeowners to give their 
homes an entirely new look this 
spring.

• Wallpaper: Wallpaper fell 
out of favor years ago, but new 
styles that aren’t so heavily pat-
terned can make for wonderful 
additions to any room. Large-
scale prints can give a room a 
whole new feel without giving 
homeowners or their guests 
the impression that they have 
stepped back in time. A simple, 
mural-style floral wallpaper on 
the walls surrounding a table in 
a breakfast nook can bring na-
ture inside.

• Pastel colors: Nothing em-

bodies the spring quite like 
pastel colors. If colorful, bright 
flowers dot the garden in the 
backyard, homeowners can 
bring those uplifting pastels in-
side by painting an accent wall 
or even adding some bright-
ly colored accent furniture to 
rooms that could use a lift.

• Declutter: Clutter is often 
conquered during spring clean-
ing sessions, but homeown-
ers who want to create more 
free-flowing interior spaces can 
downsize their furniture and/or 
look for multipurpose features 
that make it hard for clutter to 
take over a room. Create more 
open space in entertaining ar-
eas by mounting the television 
and getting rid of a bulky enter-
tainment center. Create even 
more space by replacing rarely 
used end tables with a stor-
age ottoman where books and 
magazines can be stored to 
give a room a fresh, clean look.

• Accent features: Sometimes 
the smallest changes to an in-
terior space make the biggest 
impression. Replace dated ac-
cents like vases and table lamps 
with newer items that reflect 
the latest styles and trends. 
Such adjustments won’t break 

the bank, and they can give 
rooms a whole new feel.

Spring is a great time to re-
consider home interiors. This 
spring homeowners can em-
brace various strategies, both 
big and small, to give their 
homes a whole new feel.

March 24, 2020
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3 COMMON DIY MISTAKES TO AVOID 
Pride tends to swell when 

homeowners successfully com-
plete do-it-yourself projects on 
their homes. In addition to sav-
ing homeowners money, DIY 
projects provide a unique way 
for men and women to person-
ally connect with their homes. 
The ability to look at a finished 
project and say it’s a result of 
your own handiwork can make a 

home feel more your own.
As fun and fulfilling as DIY 

projects can be, they also can be 
nerve-wracking and induce anx-
iety. When DIY projects falter, 
fixing them can prove costly, as 
homeowners typically must call 
in contractors to correct their 
mistakes and get a project back 
on track. That results in addi-
tional labor and material costs 

that might have been avoidable, 
especially for homeowners who 
make an effort to avoid some 
common DIY mistakes.

1. Failure to secure permits
Even though homeowners 

own their homes, that does not 
mean they have carte blanche 
to do what they want with them. 
Many renovation projects re-
quire homeowners to secure 

permits before projects can 
commence. Some may even re-
quire additional permits as the 
projects advance. If proper per-
mits are not secured, homeown-
ers may be fined and projects 
may be nixed, regardless of how 
much money homeowners have 
spent up to that point. Before 
beginning a home renovation 
project, homeowners should al-
ways contact their local permit 
office to determine if any per-
mits are required. Bankrate.com 
notes that permits are often 
required for any project larger 
than painting or wallpapering.

2. Overestimating your abilities
DIY television shows make 

home renovation projects look 
easy, but reality suggests oth-
erwise. Homeowners with little 
or no experience renovating a 
home may want to take classes 
before they think about starting 
a project on their own. Even on-
line tutorials tend to make jobs 
appear easier than they are. 
Roofing and plumbing projects 
tend to be best left to the profes-
sionals, as these projects can be 
either dangerous or vulnerable 
to disaster if not addressed by 
trained professionals.

3. Incorrect materials
Whether it’s to save money 

or a byproduct of inexperience, 
DIYers do not always choose 
the correct materials for a job. 
Experienced contractors have 
ample experience working with 
all sorts of materials and are 
therefore in a unique position to 
recommend the best materials 
for any given job. That resource 
is not available for DIYers, who 
must perform ample research 
before beginning a job so the 
project involves the most appro-
priate materials. Incorrect mate-
rials can be a sunken cost that 
derails a project, but even jobs 
completed using incorrect ma-
terials may need to be redone a 
lot more quickly than those that 
employed the right materials 
the first time.

Many home renovation proj-
ects can be completed without 
the help of professional contrac-
tors., especially when homeown-
ers take steps to avoid some of 
the more common mistakes 
made by DIYers.
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Continuing Student Learning

GYPSD Schools Closed To Students

Continued from Page 8

“We’ve seen teachers across 
the province stepping up in a 
variety of ways to ensure stu-
dents feel supported during 
these unprecedented times. 
This continuity plan is a great 
start for providing guidance 
and consistency for school 
boards and teachers to make 
sure learning continues and 
stability is provided for stu-
dents. We look forward to 
continue working with gov-

ernment and key stakeholders 
on an operations plan.” - Jason 
Schilling, president, Alberta 
Teachers’ Association 

“The College of Alberta 
School Superintendents sup-
ports the guidelines developed 
through collaboration of edu-
cation partners and the min-
istry. While providing a frame-
work for continuity of learning 
by all students, the guidelines 
provide the flexibility required 
for teachers, principals and 
superintendents to ensure ev-

ery student in the province has 
an opportunity to continue to 
learn. The ministry’s willing-
ness to be inclusive of all ed-
ucation partners to respond 
to this unprecedented cir-
cumstance is why Alberta stu-
dents have and will continue 
to achieve at the highest level 
in the world.” - Bevan Daverne, 
president, College of Alberta 
School Superintendents 

“The Association of Indepen-
dent Schools and Colleges in 
Alberta appreciates the oppor-

tunity to collaborate and pro-
vide input into the continuing 
learning student plan. Having 
a benchmark for content de-
livery will provide some clar-
ity to students and parents, 
while still allowing schools and 
teachers to further enrich the 
learning as appropriate to their 
local context.” - Simon Wil-
liams, president, Association of 
Independent Schools and Col-
leges of Alberta 

Cotninued from Page 9

• Provincial assessments, 
such as provincial achieve-
ment tests, are canceled.

• At this time, diploma exams 
essential for post-secondary 
acceptance will continue.

• Every student who is eligi-
ble to graduate from Grade 12 
this year will graduate.

FEES

We have received a number 
of questions about fees and re-
funds for the remainder of the 
year. We appreciate that during 
this time of uncertainty, fami-
lies are looking for clarification 
and direction on all impacts 
of class cancellation. We are 
working on a Division solution 
right now for fee refunds and 
hope to have information to 
families after Spring Break. 

STAY UP TO DATE
Schools are communicating 

with families. Our Division 
takes guidance from Alberta 
Health, Alberta Health Ser-
vices and the Public Health 
Agency of Canada as the situ-
ation continues to evolve. All 
families are encouraged to stay 
updated on the latest health in-
formation. 

We know the situation has a 

significant impact on families, 
students, and the larger com-
munity. There is nothing more 
important than the health, 
safety, and well-being of our 
students, families, and staff. 

We have many unknowns 
at this time and are asking for 
everyone’s patience, co-oper-
ation and understanding as we 
navigate this uncharted situa-
tion, together.
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SAFETY FEATURES 
THAT COULD HELP 
YOU SAVE MONEY

Vehicles with high safety rat-
ings may not only save drivers’ 
lives in the event of collisions, 
but they also may save them 
money. As an incentive for 
buying cars with various safety 
features, many insurance com-
panies offer deep discounts 
to drivers. Although insurance 
companies may vary in what 
they consider safety features, 
the following are generalized 
options that may qualify drivers 
for discounted insurance rates.

• Antilock braking system: 
These systems have been stan-
dard equipment on vehicles 
manufactured since 2012.

• Air bags: These safety fea-
tures help cushion the blow 
for people during a crash and 
include front and side-protec-
tion. Discounts increase with 
the number of air bags.

• Adaptive cruise control: This 
feature monitors traffic condi-
tions and adjusts speed by con-
trolling the throttle and brakes 
to maintain distance from oth-
er vehicles.

• Daytime running lights: Day-
time running lights may make 
drivers eligible for small dis-
counts.

• Electronic stability control: 
This prevents vehicles from 
skidding out or rolling over 
during hard turns.

• Lane departure warnings: 
These systems alert drivers if 
they get too close to the edge 
of a lane.

• Blind spot sensors: These 
sensors light up or make a 
sound when a vehicle is in driv-
ers’ blind spots, potentially pre-
venting collisions during lane 
changes.
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ROUTINE VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

AutoTUNE-UP
Owning a car is a big respon-

sibility. Drivers who plan to 
keep their vehicles for the long 
haul must emphasize main-
tenance if they want to keep 
adding miles to their odom-
eters. In fact, the automotive 
information site CarAdvice says 
that routine maintenance may 
be the most important thing 
drivers can do for their vehicles.

A vehicle needs consistent 
care if it is to run efficiently. 
Maintenance also reduces the 
risk of roadside breakdowns 
and costly repairs. Here’s a look 
at some of the benefits of stay-
ing on top of maintenance.

• Saves money: Even though 
maintenance costs money, 
sticking to a consistent main-
tenance schedule can save big 
bucks in the long run. For ex-
ample, the cost of rotating and 
aligning tires is considerably 
less than repairing a car after a 
major blowout and paying for a 

tow and tire replacement.
• Improves performance and 

efficiency: Routine mainte-
nance includes oil changes, fil-
ter changes and fluid top-offs. 
Such tasks keep engines run-
ning smoothly. Ignoring this 
routine maintenance can put 
engines in jeopardy of break-
ing down and adversely affect 
vehicle performance, diminish-
ing fuel economy and leading 
to a sluggish ride.

• Identifies safety issues: 
Routine inspections and work 
performed by reputable ser-
vice stations help drivers stay 
abreast of recalls or issues that 
can affect the safety of the ve-
hicle.

• Maintains a maintenance re-
cord: When the time comes to 
sell the vehicle, having a log of 
routine maintenance indicates 
to potential buyers that the ve-
hicle was well cared for.

• Keeps compliance: Vehicles 

covered under manufacturer’s 
warranties typically need to be 
maintained in adherence to 
factory-recommended mainte-
nance schedules. This ensures 
that the vehicle is in compli-
ance and will be covered in the 
event of a warranty claim.

Routine vehicle maintenance 
is important for a variety of rea-
sons. Drivers can work with a 
trusted and reliable mechan-
ic to develop a schedule that 
keeps their cars and trucks on 
the road.
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The Provincial Court of Alberta Covid-19 Pandemic 
Planning for the Scheduling of Matters
Continued from Page 1

The court will post further 
information as it becomes 
available, so please contin-
ue to check the Provincial 
Court website https://www.
albertacourts.ca/pc/home 
for updates.

As of Tuesday March 17, 
2020, if you have a fami-
ly, civil, criminal court or a 
Provincial Offences/traffic 
court appearance in the Al-
berta Provincial Court, you 

do not need to attend unless 
the matter is an in-custody 
or urgent criminal matter, 
or an urgent family or child 
protection matter.

No members of the public 
will be permitted in court 
rooms unless they are re-
quired for a court matter 
(parties, witnesses, media). 
Legal counsel are permitted 
access to the Court house 
for urgent court-related 
business.

Do not come into a court-

house in person if you have 
been advised to self-isolate 
by public health officials, 
your doctor or the Alberta 
Health Services website; or 
you are self-isolating as a re-
sult of travel or contact with 
individuals with COVID-19.

The Provincial Court will 
remain open, subject to the 
following:

CRIMINAL and YOUTH 
CRIMINAL MATTERS 

If you are not in custo-
dy and you have a criminal 
court appearance in the Al-
berta Provincial Court be-
tween Tuesday March 17 and 
Friday, May 22, 2020 you do 
not need to attend court. 
The Court website will be 
updated regularly to provide 
information regarding re-
scheduling, which will be 10 
weeks from the date of your 
scheduled court appearance 
or the next court date there-
after.

All in-custody matters will 
proceed including:

• Bail hearings
• Sentencings with a pri-

ority given to those facing a 

time served situation
• Preliminary inquiries and 

trials
• Youth criminal sentence 

reviews
The Court will hear urgent 

out of custody criminal mat-
ters with leave of a judge.

The Court will be available 
to process urgent warrants 
and judicial authorizations.

CIVIL MATTERS
Civil matters, with the 

exception of pretrial con-
ferences and case manage-
ment that are set to proceed 
before May 22, 2020 will be 
adjourned indefinitely and 
parties will be contacted by 
the local trial coordinator or 
the Court about rescheduled 
dates.

Urgent landlord and tenant 
matters and other urgent 
matters will proceed with 
leave of the Court. 

Civil Pre-Trial Conferences 
and Case Management will 
be conducted by telephone.

Desk assessments and 
desk applications will con-
tinue.

Parties may contact the 

March 24, 2020
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The Provincial Court of Alberta Covid-19 Pandemic 
Planning for the Scheduling of Matters
Civil Division regarding 
scheduling by calling their 
local courthouse, or in Ed-
monton at 780-644-7638; 
and in Calgary at 403-608-
1505.

FAMILY AND CHILD PRO-
TECTION

Non-urgent family mat-
ters set to be heard after 
March 17, 2020 will be ad-
journed for ten weeks from 
the scheduled court date. 
The Court website will be 
updated regularly to provide 
information regarding re-
scheduling, which will be 10 
weeks from the date of your 
scheduled court appearance 
or the next court date there-
after.

The following matters are 
considered urgent and will 
be heard by the court:

• matters with statutory 
limitations or deadlines;

• where there is the risk of 
violence or immediate harm 
to one of the parties or the 
child;

• where there is risk of re-
moval of a child;

• apprehension orders;
• Initial Custody Hearings,
• first appearance after ap-

prehension, and
• mandatory reviews or 

show causes under the 
Child, Youth and Family En-
hancement Act, Protection 
of Children Abusing Drugs 
Act, Protection of Sexual-
ly Exploited Children Act, 
Mandatory Drug Testing and 
Disclosure Act, and Mental 
Health Act;

• warrants, and
• emergency protection or-

ders.
Family Pre-Trial Confer-

ences, Child Protection Case 
Management Meetings and 
Judicial Dispute Resolutions 
will be conducted by tele-
phone unless adjourned.

Any Child Protection Hear-
ing where the parties have 
consented to a return, Su-
pervision order, Temporary 
Guardianship Order or Per-
manent Guardianship Order 
will occur on an as-needed 
basis.

TRAFFIC COURT
Until further notice, all 

Traffic Courts in Alberta will 
be closed in the province 
effective Tuesday, March 17, 
2020. If you have a matter 
scheduled during this time, 
you do not need to attend 
court in person, however, 
you will need to exercise one 
of the following options:

• Fine payments can be 

made by mail, through a 
Registry Office or online at 
https://eservices.alberta.ca/
fine-payments.html

• Time to Pay extensions, 
time to pay requests, ad-
journment requests and not 
guilty pleas can be made by 
contacting the local court-
house by phone, e-mail or 
fax. Further updates regard-
ing contact information will 

be provided.
• If you fail to notify the 

requisite court location of 
your intention on what you 
intend to do on the matter 
by e-mail, fax or phone you 
will be convicted in absence. 
Please note that if you fail 
to contact your local court-
house on any of these mat-
ters a conviction in absence 
may apply.

March 24, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First Insertion 
= $6.00; Subsequent insertion 
= $3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) Each 
additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for an 
additional $1/line. Lost & Found 
and To Give Away (up to a max. of 
25 words) are free of charge. Ads 
must be paid in advance either by 
cheque, cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 
pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may 
be called in to the COMMUNITY 
VOICE office at (780) 962-
9228, emailed to: classifieds@
com-voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment to: 
COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595, 
SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 3A8. Ads 
may also be placed on the web at 
www.com-voice.com/classified.
htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent Mireau 
- Camp Director. director@
campencounter.com. C: 780-504-
2012 W: 780-967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-892-
3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League 
Hall Rentals, Call Cheryl at 780-
515-1755

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In Centre, 
Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 727-
4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 250 
people, lower hall 80-100 people, 

727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 892-3150

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-
2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, 
Diane 780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Smithfield Community Hall, 
Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports Agra, 
Bookings: Kathy 780-339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-2077 
or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 
or 325-2391

Services
High School Math Tutor, Call 
Amber at 780-887-6212 (17) 
07-01

WANTED! Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
wood lot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (12) 25-02

 Lessons
Piano Lessons offered in 
Wabamun on Thursdays. 
Ages 6 and up, beginner-
advanced. Contact 
Monika 780-916-1317, 
youvegotrhythm@gmail.
com (8) 03-03

Computers
Computer Repairs NOT 
over $50. Get a good, clean, 
refurbished, upgraded 
Laptop or a Desktop with 
games, world pictures, 
music, videos and more for 
ONLY $100. FREE repairs for 
single parents. Donate used 
computers, tablets, etc. Will 
fix, clear to donate or use for 
parts. Call: 780-892-2407 (14) 
28-01

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS 
and World War 2 Collectables, 
Please call Jay for a quote 
780-686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

Wanted
Wanted, by occupant in 
seniors residence. A lever 
action 30-30 rifle, to be locked 
up in older motorhome. 
“Don’t leave home without 
it.” Fire-arms acquisition # 
AB-95-1088-338. This ad is 
inspired by the memory of 
two seniors, a few years ago, 
that didn’t make it to their 
destination in BC. Phone 
780-892-2110 – Darwell, AB. (1) 
24-03

Pasture Wanted 
Looking for grazing Pasture 
for cows to rent for summer 
months. Please call Travis 

780-721-0602 leave message. 
(12) 17-03

For Rent
Year Round Cabin For Rent 
North of Evansburg on Hwy 
22 (15 mins from Evansburg), 
$1000/month + DD. All 
inclusive, utilities & TV, max 2 
people. Call 780-239-0553 (6) 
31-03

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available.  
$950 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 
or 1-403-742-6467. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
17-03 OG

For Lease
Restaurant For Lease: Fully 
equipped restaurant for 
lease, Restaurant is 1300 
Sqft, with seating capacity 
of 42 seats. Located 1hr 
outside of Edmonton. Ideal 
for family run Chinese or 
Homestyle restaurant. Living 
accommodations included 
with lease. For inquires 
contact Dan at 587-990-4455. 
(5) 03-03

Real Estate
HOUSE/ACREAGE FOR SALE. 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom on 
approx. 3.66 acres, bordering 
a wildlife reserve, paved 
subdivision roads, in Parkland 
County. $383,000 Call 780-
968-9266 for inquiries. (4) 03-
03
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