Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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PRE-AUTHORIZED MONTHLY
PAYMENT UPDATE
Submitted by Parkland
School Division
Parkland School Division continues to work on
addressing
operational
changes as a result of the
suspension of classes due

to the COVID-19 pandemic.
As far as fees go, one of the
first steps will be to cancel
the upcoming pre-authorized monthly payments
for various fees at this time.
Parents and guardians do
not have to place stop pay-

ments or make any application to the Division to
cancel upcoming monthly
payments.
Continued on Page 3

PARKLAND RCMP CHARGE
MALE WITH THEFT
Submitted by Parkland
RCMP
Spruce Grove, Alta. – On
Mar. 24, 2020 at 8:15 a.m.,
Parkland RCMP were ad-

vised of a theft of a parcel
from the complainant’s
porch in the area of Spruce
Grove.
Community involvement combined with
diligent police work result-

ed in the identification of a
suspect who was stealing
parcels delivered to resident’s front steps.
Continued on Page 3

CORONAVIRUS/COVID-19 UPDATE
FOR YELLOWHEAD COUNTY
Yellowhead County is changing some of its services
in light of the ongoing risk to public health.

Submitted by Yellowhead County
(March 30, 2020) - As the
Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
pandemic continues, Yellowhead County has made

changes to many services in
order to safeguard staff and
residents’ health.
Office
Closures:
Yellowhead County has now
closed both of its Edson
and Wildwood Offices. The

offices are still staffed, and
can be reached by calling
780-723-4800 and toll-free
at 1-800-665-6030.
Continued on Page 2

Page 2

April 7, 2020

CommunityVOICE

Coronavirus/COVID-19 Update for
Yellowhead County
Continued from Page 1
New Payment Options:
We have made it easier to
make payments. You can
submit payments through
courier or Canada Post,
through telephone banking, or at your Chartered
Bank or Credit Union. Payments and tenders can also
be dropped off at the Edson

Yellowhead County Office
dropbox. (Dropbox not
available in Wildwood.) For
internet banking:
• Taxes: Select YELLOWHEAD COUNTY TAXES as
the Payee and use your Tax
Roll Number for the Payee
Account number.
• Utilities: Select YELLOWHEAD COUNTY UTILITIES as the Payee and the

Utility Account number for
the Payee Account number
without the decimal.
• Miscellaneous Payments:
Please call 780-723-4800.
Thank you for your patience and understanding—
your safety is our top priority during these difficult
times.
You can stay up-to-date
with the latest Yellowhead
County development by
following our Facebook
page (@YellowheadCounty)
or by staying tuned to our
website (www.yhcounty.ca).
For the latest Coronavirus
information, please visit
www.alberta.ca/covid.
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Pre-authorized Monthly
Payment Update
Continued from Page 1
We continue to work with
the Ministry of Education
and other school divisions
to determine how to deal
with potential refunds, etc.
There are still many questions that remain unan-

swered and we will endeavour to share with you as
much information as possible, as soon as possible.
Thank you all for your patience and understanding.
Please keep checking our
website for more information.

Parkland RCMP Charge
Male With Theft
Continued from Page 1
On Mar. 25, 2020, David
Brown (35) of Edmonton,
AB was charged with theft
under $5000. Brown’s first
appearance is June 10, 2020
at Stony Plain Provincial
Court.
Parkland RCMP would
like to thank the community for their assistance. It
is important to watch for
suspicious activity in your

neighborhood. The use of
video surveillance equipment, like doorbell cameras, aids police in identifying
those responsible for crime
in our community.
If you have any information regarding this investigation, you are asked to
contact Parkland RCMP at
825-220-7267 or your local
police. If you wish to remain anonymous, you can
contact Crime Stoppers.
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BOARD VOTES TO CLOSE
SEBA BEACH SCHOOL

Submitted by Parkland
School Division
At a Special Board Meeting March 17, 2020, Parkland
School Division’s Board of
Trustees voted 5 - 2 in favour
of permanently closing Seba
Beach School, effective June
30, 2020.
Attendance areas will be determined by the Board in the
near future. Options for cross
attendance choices to other schools could be explored
with any interested families.
Those will be available where
space and resources permit
and Parkland School Division
and Seba Beach School Staff
are committed to making transitions as smooth as possible.
The closure is a result of the
ongoing reality that includes
declining enrollment at the
school combined with very
little projected growth in the
area. As outlined in the Seba
Beach School Viability Report,
many factors weighed into the

decision including, but not
limited to, enrollment, maintenance costs, school capacity,
as well as the financial aspect
involved. The Board is tasked
with the responsibility to apply
principles of resource stewardship while keeping the best
interests of all 11,000+ students
in mind which ultimately led to
this difficult decision.
“This has definitely been a
difficult decision for the Board
and one that has not been taken lightly.” stated Board Chair
Lorraine Stewart.
“We, as trustees, have had to
consider this decision as it fits
with our Division goals and
priorities. We have heard that
families are passionate about
their school and appreciative
of the educational experience
staff provide in their current
setting. We have no doubt that
these experiences will continue and will be enhanced in
viable school environments
with larger communities. Our
Board is committed to sup-

porting smooth, well-planned
transitions with parents, students and staff as they plan for
their new educational future in
Parkland School Division.”
“Students at Seba Beach
School have been receiving an
outstanding educational experience and we are very proud
of the staff and students,” said
Superintendent Shauna Boyce.
“Although we will mourn the

Page 7

loss of Seba Beach School, we
are seeing a bright future for
transitions to different school
communities beginning in the
2020-2021 school year.”
Even with the uncertainty
surrounding the balance of the
2019-2020 school year with
this provincial COVID-19 response, we are committed to
the smooth transitioning for
students.
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Spring 2020

The Businesses in the
following Guide can be
your One Stop Solution to
all your Renovation Needs!
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IMPROVE STORAGE AT HOME
Homes are getting bigger,
but it seems like people are
still lamenting a lack of storage space.
National
Public
Radio
says the average American
home has nearly tripled in
size during the last 50 years.
Despite that, 10 percent of
Americans still need to rent
off-site storage, according
to a report in the New York
Times Magazine. Self-storage
facilities are one of the fastest-growing commercial real
estate segments, and the
Self Storage Association says
there are more than 50,000
storage facilities in the U.S.
alone. The commercial real
estate company CBRE, Ltd.,
says there are roughly 3,000
self-storage facilities across
Canada, and 65 to 85 percent
of self-storage tenants are

residential users.
Improving storage at home
can be a cost-effective alternative to renting storage
space. With these easy tips,
homeowners can maximize
space immediately.
Utilize track storage systems
Closets may be plentiful,
but if not efficiently utilized,
space may still seem lacking.
Track closet storage systems
often make greater use of
closet space than traditional
shelf and hanging rod systems. Customizing closets
using track systems or other
modifications can improve
utility of all closets in the
house.
Invest in storage beds
Storage beds typically feature cubbies or drawers
within a platform-style bed

frame. It’s a practical home
storage solution, and does
not require any building.
Think vertically
Maximize spaces by looking up and down for storage
possibilities. Items that are
not used frequently, such as
seasonal decorations or travel suitcases, can be stored
in high spaces. Shelving on
walls can go as high as necessary and be put to use in
awkward wall areas, such as
in corners or under eaves.
Invest in storage benches/
ottomans
A stopping area inside the
front door replete with a
storage bench can house
shoes, umbrellas, hats, backpacks, and other items,
keeping them tidy and out
of sight. In living rooms, look
for chests or ottomans that

are decorative and functional. Store throw blankets or
board games inside.
Recess drawers or shelves
Gain more storage by recessing a chest of drawers into what is called the
“knee wall” of homes that
have sloped ceilings in attics and upstairs bedrooms.
Utilize these short walls in
an efficient manner by sinking drawers or shelves into
them, without taking up
floor space.
Rafter shelving
While in the attic (or a garage), add hanging shelves
to rafters or exposed beams
to create off-the-floor storage as well.
These are just a few of the
handy ways to improve the
interior storage space in a
home.
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ESSENTIALS FOR A BATHROOM REMODEL
What began as a utilitarian
space for personal sanitation
has, in modern times, transformed into one of the most
coveted rooms in the house.
Bathrooms have become a
place to relax and unwind,
and new bathrooms are on
the tops of many homeowners’ wishlists.
Bathrooms can be as lavish as budgets allow. Wish
lists can include everything
from luxurious soaking tubs
to rainfall showerheads to
chaise lounges to televisions
or home entertainment systems contained in the space.
Those contemplating their
own bathroom renovations
may draw inspiration from
the following features.
•
Hot water recirculation system: Few things can
be as disappointing as desir-

ing a hot bath or shower only
to find that the hot water
tank has been drained. The
home remodeling company Normandy Remodeling
says that water recirculation
systems provide on-demand
hot water. In such systems,
hot water may continuously run through the pipes or
there may be a pump underneath a sink. Either way, one
needn’t wait for the water to
warm up any longer.
•
Double
undermount sinks: Bathroom time
is at a premium, especially
when people must prepare
and leave the house together. Rather than jockeying
for position around a single
sink, dual sinks enable more
breathing room and time efficiency. Undermount sinks
are easy to clean because

there is no lip around where
the sink meets the vanity,
preventing the accumulation
of grime and gunk.
•
Glass-free shower:
Soap scum and water deposits can form on shower doors,
even for homeowners who
are diligent with cleaning. A
sizable shower prevents water spray and affords the ability to forgo glass doors or curtains, thereby cutting down
on cleaning and making the
room feel more modern.
•
Multihead shower:
When redoing the shower,
account for various shower
heads so that the water can
cascade across the body
more completely. This provides a spa experience at
home.
•
Touchless faucets
and soap dispensers: These

aren’t just for public bathrooms anymore. Touchless
faucets and dispensers are
more sanitary and convenient.
•
Separate
toilet
room: A shared bath almost
necessitates this type of setup. The toilet is housed inside its own small space and
closed away from the rest of
the bathroom. It’s more private and convenient this way.
•
Heated flooring: You
need not worry about stepping out of a warm shower onto a cold floor when
heated flooring is part of the
equation. This option is available in various flooring materials as well.
Remodeling a bathroom
boils down to certain coveted
features that can really set a
space apart.
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ADDRESS INSECTS BEFORE
ENTERTAINING SEASON
Barbecues in the backyard or cocktails on the patio provide some fun ways
to enjoy the great outdoors
from the comforts of home.

While friends and family
flock to such entertaining
opportunities, some unwanted guests may want
to crash the festivities.

It’s impossible to ensure
a
completely
bug-free
outdoor environment, but
there are steps homeowners can take to reduce the
amount of pests who want
to join the party.
Western
Exterminator
Supply suggests first identifying which kind of insect
infiltrations are most common where you live. House
flies, fruit flies, mosquitoes,
wasps, and bees tend to
be abundant in spring and
summer. Ants, termites
and other bugs also can be
prevalent. These insects,
however pesky they may
seem, often can be kept
away without the use of
pesticides and other chem-

icals.
• Lure away pests. Many
insects will be happy to
snack on a treat and leave
you alone. Put out a dish
of sugar water or slices of
fruit for insects that feed
on sweets and nectar, or a
slice of sandwich meat for
wasps and yellow jackets.
Place these items a fair distance from your gathering.
• Install fans. A patio ceiling fan can blow away
mosquitoes and flies relatively easily. And you and
your guests will likely enjoy a nice breeze on sultry
days.

Continued on Page 17
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WHAT IS SWEATING A PIPE?
Copper plumbing long
has been a standard in
home construction. Anyone who has a home with
copper pipes should have
an understanding of how
to make repairs in the case
of a leak or if modifications
need to be made. “Sweating pipes” is one term
homeowners may hear
when maintaining their
pipes.
Sweating a pipe refers
to soldering a pipe or the
joint. Sweating seals a
new joint or mends a fault.
When sweating a pipe, it
is important to do the job
correctly so that a soldered
pipe can last for years and
years.
PlanItDIY, a source for
how-to advice, says that
sweating pipes involves
some key steps.
• Cut the pipes to the right
length using a copper tube
cutter or hacksaw.
• Use a file or wire brush to
remove burs and smooth
down the ends.
• Clean the end of the copper pipe with a cleaning
brush until the surface is
bright all around. In addition, clean the inside of all
fittings.
• Brush plumbing flux on
the brushed surfaces and
assemble the joint. The
how-to resource Hunker
says flux is an acidic paste
applied to all of the pieces
of copper that you want to
connect together. The flux
paste will draw in the solder after the pipe is heated
using a blow torch. The acid
in the flux attracts the solder into the seam between
the two copper pieces and
fills the gap while creating
a semi-permanent bond
between the pieces.
• To create the seal, move
the flame around the joint
to heat it evenly. The cop-

per will get shiny, and the
flux will melt. When the
pipe begins to dull and the
flux sizzles and smokes, it is
time to apply solder. Touch
lead-free plumbing solder
to the joint and apply more
heat.
• The sweating process is
finished when the solder

bubbles out of the end of
the seam. Let cool and the
joint should now be water-tight.
Sweating pipes gets easier with practice. DIYers who
are nervous about plumbing projects that involve
sweating can be reassured
there are connection prod-

ucts available that are used
in lieu of flux and solder.
These push-to-connect fittings seal joints as well.
Individuals can speak with
experts at hardware and
home improvement stores
to find the best products
for their needs and skill levels.
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5 OUTDOOR PROJECTS THAT ADD VALUE
Exterior renovations can
enhance the appearance
of a property and make it
more enjoyable for homeowners. Certain renovations have the potential
to add value to a home,
while others may do the
opposite. Learning which
one have the largest return on investment can
help homeowners select
features that will have the
most positive impact.
Curb appeal goes a long
way toward attracting potential buyers. According
to the National Association of Realtors, first impressions of a property
have a strong influence on
buyers. Landscaping and
external features can do
much to influence such

impressions. .
• Lawn care program:
Investing in a lawn care
program that consists of
fertilizer and weed control
application and can be
transferred over to a subsequent home owner is
an attractive feature. NAR
says such a care program
can recover $1,000 in value
of the $330 average cost,
or a 303 percent ROI.
• Low-maintenance lifestyle: When choosing materials for projects, those
that offer low-maintenance benefits can be
preferential. These include
low-maintenance
patio materials, composite
decking, vinyl fencing, and
inorganic mulched beds.
• Fire pit: A fire pit can be

used for much of the year.
In the spring and summer,
the firepit is a great place
to congregate to roast
marshmallows or sip wine
and gaze into the fire. In
the fall, the fire pit can
make for a cozy retreat. A
fire pit that has a gas burner is low-maintenance, and
the National Association
of Landscape Professionals says that most can recoup about $4,000 of their
$6,000 average price tag.
• Softscaping: Hardscaping refers to structures like
outdoor kitchens or decks.
Softscaping involves the
living elements of the
landscape. Hiring a landscape designer to install
trees, shrubs, natural edging, and rock elements can

do wonders toward improving the look and value
of a home.
• Pool or water feature:
In certain markets, particularly hot climates, a pool
or another water feature is
a must-have. However, in
other areas where outdoor
time is limited, a pool or
water feature can actually
lower the value of a home.
Speaking with a real estate professional can give
homeowners an idea of
how a pool will fare in a
given neighborhood.
Outdoor improvements
can improve the marketability of a home, as well
as enhance its appearance
and function.
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Address Insects Before Entertaining Season
Continued from Page 14
• Use mulch wisely. Mulch will
add to curb appeal, but having
it too close to the house, according to the National Pest
Management
Association,
can present an ideal environment for roaches and ants to
nest and find their way into a
home. As mulch decomposes,
it generates heat and a cozy
spot for pests, including mice.
Keep mulch 12 inches away
from the home’s foundation
and entertaining spaces, or
use inorganic mulch.
• Keep patios clean. Sweep
up and clean away any spilled
foods and beverages promptly. Even a tiny nugget of food
can attract ants and other insects.
• Use natural pest deterrents.

Citronella oils can drive away
some insects, as can garlic
and rosemary. Lavender, eucalyptus, marigolds, and other
pungent aromas will naturally
keep mosquitoes and other
flying insects at bay. Some
people also have luck with
mint-flavored
mouthwash
misted on patios and furniture.
• Address standing water.
Mosquitoes and some other
insects lay their eggs in standing water. Routinely drain
areas where water collects,
including gutters and downspouts
• Use light colors. According
to HouseLogic, studies show
that bugs see dark and bright
colors more easily than light
colors. Choose lighter shades
of paint for outdoor areas and
it may make these spaces less

attractive to some bugs.
• Leave those spider webs.
Many people yell “eek” at the
sight of spiders and spider
webs. But those arachnids
and their sticky webs can do
a fine job of capturing many

unwanted insects. Resist the
temptation to tear down webs
and shoo spiders away.
Addressing insects means
employing various natural
strategies to make outdoor entertaining more pleasant.
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH

Submitted by MLA Mark
Smith | Drayton Valley –
Devon Constituency
The past month has presented an unprecedented challenge to our community. The
COVID-19 pandemic and the
response to this public health
crisis have challenged our
province on a scale that we
have not experienced before. I
want to commend the individuals and organizations in our
community that have stepped
up to support those who are
vulnerable to COVID-19, as
well as those who have been
deeply affected by the economic crisis in our province.
From health workers fighting
this illness on the front lines,

to neighbours lending a helping hand wherever they can,
the community response in
our region has been nothing
short of inspirational.
Despite these trying times,
the government is already
looking ahead to economic recovery for our province.
Premier Kenney announced
the official members of the
newly established Economic
Recovery Council. The council,
which is made up of policy and
industry leaders, will provide
insight and advice on how to
protect jobs during the economic crisis stemming from
COVID-19 and the collapse in
energy prices. As we weather the difficult weeks ahead,
our government is seriously

considering every option to
confront this economic crisis
and recover from it in the long
term.
Alberta’s food supply system remains strong and our
government is working with
industry to ensure that Albertans will continue to have access to safe, affordable food
throughout the COVID-19
response. Although many Albertans have been worried
by empty store shelves, that
does not mean that supplies
are running low. Our industry partners are working day
and night to maintain the food
supply chain. There is no need
to stockpile any food or supplies – in fact, doing so puts
unnecessary pressure on the

food supply chain, which can
put the most vulnerable in our
communities at risk. If everyone in our community purchases only what they need,
our community will continue
to have well-stocked shelves.
Increasing security measures
for renters has become a major focus at this time. Our government is putting measures
in place to protect residential
tenants in Alberta in uncertain
times. The situation around
COVID-19 is creating stress
for many Albertans, who are
concerned about making rental payments at the end of the
month. Effective immediately,
no one will be evicted in Alberta for not being able to pay
rent, and civil enforcements of
evictions that are ongoing will
also be suspended until April
30. In addition, no rental increases will be permitted while
Alberta’s State of Public Health
Emergency remains in effect,
and landlords will not be able
to charge late rent payment
fees from April 1 to June 30. At
the same time there is an expectation that renters will also
work with their landlords to
find reasonable paths forward
in meeting their financial obligations. In these unprecedented times, our government is
helping to relieve the immediate financial pressures facing
Albertans.
Providing up-to-date information to Albertans remains
a high priority throughout
the duration of this pandemic.
Public health officials here in
Alberta are working tirelessly to inform the public on the
COVID-19 pandemic. I highly
encourage you to visit alberta.
ca/COVID19 for the most upto-date information, advice,
and resources.
In this challenging period, I am encouraged by the
strength and resilience of our
community. As we support
one another in the face of an
unprecedented, unpredictable
crisis, I am proud to represent
the constituency of Drayton
Valley-Devon.
As always, reach out to our
office with any questions or
concerns, 780-542-3355.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813
Camp Encounter, Vincent Mireau
Camp
Director.
director@
campencounter.com. C: 780-5042012 W: 780-967-2548
Cherhill Community
Kevin 780-785-8153

Assoc.

Hall,

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-8923099
Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 780785-2907
Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League Hall
Rentals, Call Cheryl at 780-515-1755

com

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In Centre,
Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 727-4367
Mon-Fri

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage House,
Dennis 727-4186
Evansburg Legion, upper hall 250
people, lower hall 80-100 people, 7273879
Fallis Community Hall, 892-3150
Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452
Keephills Hall, 731-3761
Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@mail.

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-2700
Manley Goodwill Community Hall,
963-9165 or 916-0146
Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 7864044
Moon Lake Community Hall, Diane
780-514-4694
Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 780712-3918
Parkland Village Community Centre,
780-298-9155 @PVCCentre
Ravine Community Hall, 325-2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 9673696 or 967-5710
Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-7984
Smithfield Community Hall, Wanita
780-718-8824.
Tomahawk & District Sports Agra,
Bookings: Kathy 780-339-3773.
Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-2699.
Wildwood Community Hall, 325-2180
or 780-514-6105
Wildwood Rec Complex 325-2077 or
514-8944
Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 or
325-2391
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Services

For Rent

High School Math Tutor, Call
Amber at 780-887-6212 (17)
07-01

Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
$950 + tax. Please call for
viewing,
780-967-4420
or
1-403-742-6467.
www.

WANTED! Standing Timber.
Are you looking to cut your
wood lot before pine beetles
or forest fires destroy it? Top
dollar paid. Call Paul 780706-1470 (12) 25-02

Lessons
Piano Lessons offered in
Wabamun on Thursdays.
Ages 6 and up, beginneradvanced.
Contact
Monika
780-916-1317,
youvegotrhythm@gmail.
com (8) 03-03

Computers
Computer
Repairs
NOT
over $50. Get a good, clean,
refurbished,
upgraded
Laptop or a Desktop with
games,
world
pictures,
music, videos and more for
ONLY $100. FREE repairs for
single parents. Donate used
computers, tablets, etc. Will
fix, clear to donate or use for
parts. Call: 780-892-2407 (14)
28-01

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 3103

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS
and World War 2 Collectables,
Please call Jay for a quote
780-686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

Pasture Wanted
Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis
780-721-0602 leave message.
(12) 17-03

onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
17-03 OG
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment
Building
in
Entwistle.
Includes
heat,
water & parking. Rent $820/
month + DD $300. Please call
Ivka 780-807-1300 or email
jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca (2)
31-03 OG
Year Round Cabin For Rent
North of Evansburg on Hwy
22 (15 mins from Evansburg),

$1000/month + DD. All
inclusive, utilities & TV, max 2
people. Call 780-239-0553 (6)
31-03

Land For Sale
For Sale or Rent, 100 acres
South of Evansburg on Reno
Road, Excellent land right
off pavement, Land location
is South West -1 -53, Range
Road 80. Asking $180,000
OBO. Call 780-695-2325 (2)
07-04
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“WHAT MATTERS TO YOU”
SHANE GETSON MLA
Submitted
by
MLA
Shane Getson - Lac Ste.
Anne-Parkland
As I write this I have been in
self isolation now for the last
9 days, after my last symptoms of a 3 day cold disappeared. The best medicine
to fight the cold was my wife
grounding me for a day and
telling me to get some bed
rest and sleep, and to let the
weight of the world rest on
someone else for a day. It was
the best medicine of all. I’ve
been working from home, like
so many others over the last
few weeks, having to change
the way we go about our
work.
It never fails to amaze me
how adaptive to change most
people are, and how others
are, at the times of change,
the most resistant. There is
a great short story out there
called “Who Moved My
Cheese” by Spenser Johnson,
if you have some time read
it, or watch the little cartoon
that is out there on it. The
story talks about how we
need to recognize change,
be adept, and reactive, and
get on with it. The short term
changes that we all have to
deal with right now, if done
properly, will have a dramatic
effect on how long these restrictions will need to be in
place.
I have four kids at home
currently, and as soon as the
announcements came out
that they would not be returning to class my wife made
up a lesson plan that evening.
The purchase of “Canadian

Curriculum” text books had
the kids up and running, not
missing a beat in their school
year learnings. The lessons
from the school division followed 2 weeks later, and are
right in step. Great job by the
teachers and the school divisions for pulling this together
in such a short time line.
The modification or shut
down of many services or
recreational activities that
we are all used to is rather
surreal. Again, things that
we are all giving up right now
to make sure that the spread
does not get out of control
here, and that we are all accountable and responsible for
our own actions as they won’t
just cause harm to us, but potentially hundreds of other
people around us.
Working the phone lines
and the internet here at home
I have heard some great stories of community support
and acknowledgement for
those that often times do not
get the credit for the jobs they
do. These people are often
overlooked, and unfortunately it is sometimes taken for
granted that things just happen.
I heard a story of a local
nurse who was on the front
end at a covid testing site that
came down with some symptoms. She had to isolate in
her home, her young children
had to social distance from
their mom on the other side
of a door, the family had to sit
on pins and needles for some
time until her own test results
came back and fortunately
they were negative. Hats off

to all the medical people, and
the lab technicians who have
been burning the midnight oil
through all of this.
Our thanks to all of those in
the energy sector, power generation industry, communications, utilities, logistics, postal service, fire, ambulance,
rescue, law enforcement, and
all of the other “Essential”
service groups, including our
agriculture sector as well.
The lessons that we will
learn coming out of this event
will reinforce the changes
that we need to make to ensure that we are more self
sufficient as a province and
as a Country. We need to
learn that old lesson of taking the time to appreciate
what is important, to cherish
the good things and the good
times that we have. We will
need to learn to “Live and Let
Live” again, perhaps not be
pointing out the differences
we have, but recognizing the
overwhelming things that we
have in common.
My background was not in
the health industry, nor the
education, nor the municipal, or political fields. I grew
up on a farm, learned how to
make do with what we had,
and to be innovative to overcome challenges. I learned
to operate skidders, dozers,
trucks, sawmills, and chain
saws in the forestry industry
where safety and risk mitigation took on a whole different level. I learned from
the construction industry the
value of teamwork, planning,
estimation, budgeting and
execution to overcome chal-

lenges and to achieve goals.
These are the skills that I will
be putting to work for you,
and the tasks that I have been
working on will be focused on
predominantly infrastructure
and major projects for our
province.
I will be working on transportation and utility corridors to ensure our goods and
resources can get to market
and enhancing value added
opportunities of current industries; Agriculture, Petrochemical and manufacturing
to name a few. We need to
unlock trapped assets, and
grow technical and service
industries such as aerospace.
We need to ensure that we
have resources and assets in
place for affordable and seniors housing by utilizing alternate business models, or
optimizing current business
models.
You see, I am focusing on the
recovery. I refuse to think for a
moment that we are down and
out. I see so many good people here in our area that have
been knocked around, but not
knocked out. We have had a
number of items that were out
of our control, and others that
we should have been paying
more attention to, allow us to
be put in this position. We can
fix that but it is going to take
grit and determination, that
“Get it Done”, “Make it Happen”, “Cowboy Up” “Strong
And Free” Alberta spirit that
we are known for. So lets get
through this current challenge,
dust ourselves off, dig in, and
make it happen together.
Keep Healthy, & Stay Strong
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