
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

April 14, 2020
RCMP LAY CHARGES ON TWO 
INDIVIDUALS FOR ASSAULTS 
ON POLICE AND MULTIPLE 

COUNTS OF MISCHIEF
Submitted by Mayert-

horpe RCMP

On April 11, 2020, at 7 
a.m., Mayerthorpe RCMP 
responded to a complaint 
where a suspect had been 
identified as having com-
mitted an attempted break 

and enter to a residence and 
mischief to several vehicles 
in the area of 46 avenue and 
49 street in Mayerthorpe. 

Mayerthorpe RCMP locat-
ed the suspect a short time 
later and he was exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
During his arrest, the male 

suspect purposely coughed 
into an officer’s face. May-
erthorpe RCMP transported 
the suspect to hospital to be 
examined for a pre-existing 
injury, not related to his ar-
rest, that police deemed in 
need of medical attention. 

Continued on Page 5

ALBERTA RCMP OFFICERS 
THREATENED WITH

COVID-19 CONTAMINATION
Submitted by Alberta 

RCMP

Edmonton – Members of 
the Alberta RCMP have re-
ported being threatened 
in the context of the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic. 
In the past several days, 
RCMP officers have report-
ed being threatened to be 
coughed on by members of 
the public who claim to be 
COVID-19 positive.   

“The threat to transmit the 
COVID-19 virus is a threat 
to the wellbeing and health 
of our members which is a 
criminal offence,” said As-
sistant Commissioner John 
Ferguson, Alberta RCMP’s 
Officer-in-Charge of Crim-
inal Operations. “To actu-
ally carry out these threats 
would be an Assault on a 
Peace Officer.”

Currently, there is only 
one recorded incident 

that has led to charges in 
Wetaskiwin, Alta. That in-
dividual was charged with 
assault on a police officer 
and failure to comply with 
the Public Health Act. 

We want Albertans to 
know that their provincial 
police force is fully opera-
tional, and continues to en-
sure the safety and security 
of Albertans. 

Continued on Page 5
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
UPDATE FOR WHITECOURT

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

APRIL 7, 2020
The Town of Whitecourt 

continues to monitor the 
COVID-19 pandemic across 
Alberta, and has been ad-
justing operations to meet 
the changing needs of our 
community.

Help Prevent The Spread
The Town of Whitecourt 

encourages people in our 
community to comply with 
all of the Public Health Or-
ders that have been put into 

effect in Alberta. Additional-
ly, residents are encouraged 
to stay home if possible, 
and to practise physical dis-
tancing. If you need to leave 
your home, keep at least 6 
feet from others when go-
ing out for groceries, medi-
cal trips and other essential 
needs. It is important that 
all Albertans thoroughly 
wash their hands often, and 
avoid touching their face, 
nose or mouth with un-
washed hands.

Religious Holidays
Many Albertans are plan-

ning to celebrate upcom-
ing religious holidays such 
as Easter, Passover and 
Ramadan. The Town of 
Whitecourt reminds resi-
dents that mass gathering 
restrictions recently im-
plemented by the Province 
during this public health 
emergency continue to be 
in effect and include faith 
based gatherings. Residents 
are encouraged to follow 
physical distancing practic-
es throughout the holiday 
season.

Wearing of Non-Medical 
Masks

As noted in press con-
ferences conducted by 
the Government of Cana-
da and Alberta on April 6, 
2020, wearing a nonmedi-
cal mask, such as a home-
made cloth mask, has not 
been proven to protect the 
person wearing it. Howev-
er, it may be helpful in pro-
tecting others around you. 
The most important steps 
you can take to prevent the 
spread of infection are:

• consistent adherence to 
good hygiene such as prop-
er hand washing,

• following all public 
health orders,

• staying home whenev-
er possible and practicing 
physical distancing when 
you need to go out.

Non-medical masks:
• should only be used in 

addition to other protec-
tive steps to help prevent 
the spread such as (wash-
ing hands frequently for at 
least 20 seconds, practicing 
physically distancing, stay-
ing at home),

• include cloth or home-
made masks,

• are not proven to protect 
the person wearing it, but 
may help protect others,

Continued on Page 4
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ALBERTA RCMP WARN CITIZENS OF 
SPIKE IN COVID-19 SCAMS

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Since the beginning of the 
month, there has been a 
spike in COVID-19 related 
scams in Canada. The most 
common reports are fraud-
ulent merchandise sales and 
phishing emails. 

The fraudulent merchan-
dise sales frequently involve 
the sale and/or giveaway of 
health-related products such 
as facemasks and COVID-19 
tests. There are also “free” 
products being advertised 
where the victim must pay a 
fake shipping fee.

The phishing emails imper-
sonate agencies such as the 
Red Cross, the World Health 
Organization, the Ministry of 
Health, Public Health Can-
ada, the Canada Revenue 
Agency, and more. Typical-
ly, individuals are contact-
ed through email or SMS 

and provided a link which 
prompts them to fill out per-
sonal and banking informa-
tion. In some cases, the link 
contains suspected malware. 

Other scams that occur 
involve individuals being 
advised of fake positive test 
results, donation campaigns, 
door-to-door decontami-
nation services, and self-as-
sessment surveys.

Here are some tips to re-
member if you are contacted:

• Never give out personal or 
financial details if you didn’t 
initiate the call.

• If you didn’t initiate the 
contact, you don’t know who 
you’re talking to.

• Don’t click on suspicious 
links or attachments.

• Install anti-virus software.
• Be skeptical of emails 

even if they look legitimate.
• Check the “from” address 

by hovering over the name.
• Check the Canadian An-

ti-Fraud website for a list of 
reported scams.

We encourage anyone 
who receives these texts or 
emails to go online and re-
port them to the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre: https://
www.antifraudcentre-cen-
treantifraude.ca/report-sig-
nalez-eng.htm

If you have been the vic-

tim of a fraud, report it to 
your local police service and 
to the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre online at: www.anti-
fraudcentre.ca. You should 
also contact your bank and 
credit card company if you 
believe your personal or fi-
nancial information has been 
compromised.
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Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
Update For Whitecourt

Continued from Page 2

• cover your mouth and 
nose to prevent respiratory 
droplets from contaminat-
ing other people or surfac-
es,

• must be worn and taken 
on/off properly as the out-
side can become contami-
nated.

For more information on 
how to wear masks prop-
erly visit www.alberta.ca/
prevent-the-spread.aspx-
#p25621s4

Relief Measures
In efforts to support res-

idents and businesses of 
Whitecourt, Town Council 
will be proceeding with the 
following relief measures:

• Property Tax Deadline 
– The 2020 Property Tax 
deadline will be extended to 
August 31, 2020. It is antici-
pated that tax notices will be 
sent out in May per the nor-
mal schedule, but property 

owners will have an addi-
tional two months to make 
payment. This deadline ex-
tension matches the educa-
tion tax deadline extension 
recently announced by the 
Government of Alberta. A 
bylaw amendment will be 
forwarded to the next Reg-
ular Meeting of Council for 
formal approval.

• Utility Payment and Pen-
alty Deferral - Payments 
and penalties for utility ac-
counts will be deferred for 
a 90-day period to June 30, 
2020. Service disconnec-
tions will also be deferred 
for the same time period. 
Further details on this re-
lief measure will be pub-
lished once a bylaw amend-
ment has been approved by 
Whitecourt Town Council.

COVID-19 information 
and updates are public-
ly available on the Alberta 
Health and Alberta Health 
Services websites.
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RCMP Lay Charges On Two Individuals For Assaults 
On Police And Multiple Counts Of Mischief

Alberta RCMP Officers 
Threatened With 
COVID-19 Contamination

Continued from Page 1

While at the hospital, a fe-
male visited the suspect; how-
ever, became disruptive and 
had to be escorted out of the 
hospital, at which time she 
purposely coughed on one of 
the RCMP officers. A short time 
later, hospital staff reported 
the female was breaking into 
vehicles in the hospital parking 

lot. Mayerthorpe RCMP arrest-
ed the female and she resisted 
arrest. Once the suspect fe-
male was secured in the police 
vehicle, she caused extensive 
damage to the inside of the po-
lice vehicle. At the time of this 
incident, the female suspect 
was observed to be exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19. 

The following charges have 
been laid against Jayden 

James Topley (20) of Lac Ste-
Anne, Alta.: 

• Assault on police officer
• Mischief under $5,000 (x4) 
Following a judicial hearing, 

Topley was remanded into cus-
tody to appear in Stony Plain 
Provincial Court to speak to 
bail on April 15, 2020. 

The following charges have 
been laid against Charlotte 
Gileen Mills (35) of Barrhead 

County, Alta.:
• Assault on police officer (x2)
• Resist arrest 
• Mischief under $5,000 
• Mischief over $5,000 
Following a judicial hearing, 

Mills was released on $2,000 
cash bail and a number of re-
lease conditions including 
house arrest. She is scheduled 
to appear in Mayerthorpe Pro-
vincial Court on June 25, 2020.

Continued from Page 1

These times are unprec-
edented, and we want Al-
bertans to know we are 
prepared and ready to serve 
across this province. Mem-
bers of the public are re-
minded to adhere to current 

public health guidelines 
with respect to slowing the 
spread of COVID-19. 

For more information on 
COVID-19 and how Alber-
tans can protect themselves 
and others, please visit 
www.Alberta.ca/COVID-19
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FORTISALBERTA 
LAUNCHES 

COVID-19 RELIEF 
FOR COMMUNITIES

Submitted by FortisAl-
berta Inc.

FortisAlberta is donating 
$100,000 to Food Banks, 
Women’s Shelters and Indig-
enous communities to sup-
port the most vulnerable in 
our service area. FortisAlber-
ta serves over 550,000 cus-
tomers in 240 communities 
with electricity distribution 
service.

“We recognize that now 
more than ever, our cus-
tomers are counting on us 
in many ways to help Alber-
ta see its way through the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Mike Mosher, FortisAlber-
ta President and CEO. “We 
know how important it is 
to ensure that the medical 
community has the power 
they need to run life-saving 

equipment and that people at 
home can stay connected. We 
also want to reach out to our 
customers as neighbours and 
friends to help them through 
these uncertain times in 
the best way we know how, 
by supporting food banks 
across the province.”

FortisAlberta is working 
with Food Banks Alberta 
(FBA) to create a plan to dis-
tribute the funds and engage 
their employees to deliver 
food hampers to those who 
are isolated or immobile. 
FortisAlberta has 1,100 em-
ployees and operation facil-
ities in 50 communities to 
serve their customers.

For more information about 
how FortisAlberta is commit-
ted to bringing us all together 
while we are apart, visit forti-
salberta.com.

April 14, 2020
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SITUATION UPDATE:
COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN ALBERTA

There are now 823 confirmed recovered cases of COVID-19 in the province. With 82 
new cases reported, the total number of cases in Alberta is 1,651. Four Albertans 
have died since the last report, bringing the total deaths in the province to 44.

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Update 30: (April 12 at 4 
p.m.)

Latest updates
• Cases have been identi-

fied in all zones across the 
province:

- 1,046 cases in the Cal-
gary zone

- 395 cases in the Edmon-
ton zone

- 103 cases in the North 
zone

- 72 cases in the Central 
zone

- 31 cases in the South 
zone

- Four cases in zones yet 
to be confirmed

• Of these cases, there are 
currently 44 people in hos-
pital, 14 of whom have been 
admitted to intensive care 
units (ICU).

• 237 cases are suspected 
of being community ac-
quired.

• Two of the latest deaths 
were residents of the McK-
enzie Towne continuing 
care facility in Calgary zone, 
bringing the total number of 
deaths at this facility to 20. 
Two were residents at Man-
oir du Lac in North zone, 
bringing the total number 
of deaths at this facility to 
four.

• With these recent deaths, 
a total of 30 people have 
died in the Calgary zone. 
Seven people have died in 
the Edmonton zone, six 
people have died in the 

North zone, and one person 
has died in the Central zone.

• Stronger outbreak mea-
sures have been put in place 
at continuing care facilities. 
To date, 183 cases have been 
confirmed at these facilities.

• There have been 74,709 
people tested for COVID-19 
and a total of 77,316 tests 

performed by the lab. There 
were 2,038 tests completed 
in the last 24 hours.

• Effective April 15, con-
tinuing care workers will be 
required to wear masks at 
all times when providing di-
rect patient care or working 
in patient care areas.

• Starting April 16, workers 

in long-term care and des-
ignated supportive living 
sites will only be allowed to 
work at one location. This 
requirement must be fully 
implemented no later than 
April 23.

Continued on Page 10

April 14, 2020
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ST. ALBERT RCMP WARN PUBLIC OF 
HIGH RISK OFFENDER

Submitted by St. Albert 
RCMP 

St. Albert, Alta. – In the 
interest of public safety, St. 
Albert RCMP are issuing the 
following information and 
warning in regard to the re-
lease of Donald George Du-
puis on April 9, 2020, upon 
completion of his sentence, 

having served 12 months 
for Sexual Interference of a 
Child.

Donald Dupuis (39), who 
will be residing in St. Albert, 
is described as: 

• Caucasian male 
• 180cm (5’ 11”)
• 103kg (230lbs)
• Brown hair and 

brown eyes

Dupuis has been convict-
ed of multiple offences in-
cluding: Sexual Interference 
of a Child, Assault, Domes-
tic Violence, Assault with a 
Weapon, Uttering Threats 
to Cause Death, Assault 
Causing Bodily Harm, and 
Intimidation.

The RCMP is issuing this 
information and warning 
after careful deliberation 
and consideration of all re-
lated issues, including pri-
vacy concerns, in the belief 
that it is clearly in the pub-
lic interest to inform the 
members of the communi-
ty of the release of Donald 
Dupuis. The RCMP believes 
that there is a risk of signifi-
cant harm to the health and 
safety of the public.

Members of the public 
are advised that the intent 
of the process is to enable 
members of the public to 
take suitable precautionary 
measures and not to em-
bark on any form of vigilan-
te action. Anyone believing 
that a crime has been or is 
about to be committed is 
encouraged to call police. 
If the matter is felt to be of 
an urgent nature, please call 
911 to report the location 
and circumstances. 

This media release along 
with a photo of Donald 
Dupuis is available on the 
Government of Alberta’s 
High Risk Offender Website 
(https://www.alberta.ca/
high-risk-offenders.aspx).

April 14, 2020



CommunityVOICE     Page 9

APRIL NEWSFLASH
Submitted by Summer 

Village of Val Quentin

In light of the COVID-19 out-
break, the Summer Village of 
Val Quentin Council will con-
duct meetings digitally, rather 
than at the Sunset Office Coun-
cil Office until further notice.

We respectfully request your 
patience as we work collabo-
ratively with our partners to 
mitigate this pandemic.

Inquiries may be directed to: 
Dennis Evans, Chief Adminis-
trative Officer: d.evans@xplor-
net.com

PLAYGROUND CLOSURES
As part of our ongoing efforts 

to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, the Summer Village 
of Val Quentin has closed all 
playground structures located 
in the village parks. The clo-
sures are in effect until further 
notice.

We encourage residents and 
families to utilize the local 
parks and pathways, which re-
main open at this time, though 
social and physical distancing 
practices are required.

ALBERTA BEACH LIBRARY
The Alberta Beach Library 

is closed until further notice 
to help limit the spread of 
COVID-19. We are focused on 
the health safety of our library 
patrons and staff. We are close-
ly monitoring the situation 
through local, provincial and 
federal government sources 
and health officers. Contact Us: 
Phone: 780-924-3491 E-mail: 
ablibrary@yrl.ab.ca

https://albertabeachlibrary.
ca/

THANKS FOR BEING GOOD 
NEIGHBOURS

Let’s all remember to take the 
time to check in on our neigh-
bours, by phone or in person, 
to ensure their needs are being 
met.

The fewer of us out right now, 
the better, especially those at 
greater risk from the virus. 

If you’re able to assist or run 
an errand for a neighbor or 
someone in our community, 
while you’re out and about, it 
is a super helpful way to give 
back.

THINKING ABOUT HEAD-
ING TO THE CABIN ...

Health Officials urge against 
heading to the cottage to iso-
late during the COVID-19 
event. This could be cata-
strophic for small communi-
ties who do not have capacity 
to manage during this crisis!

There may also be sup-
ply-chain issues to consider. 
Retailers across the coun-
try have found it difficult to 
keep food, cleaning supplies 
and other highly-demanded 
products on their shelves. For 
stores in remote areas that are 
used to serving small popu-
lations at this time of year, a 

sudden influx of cottagers can 
make it even more difficult to 
meet the needs of their year-
round customers.

https://www.ctvnews.ca/

health/coronavirus/don-t-
head-to-your-cottage-to-
wait-out-covid-19-pandemic-
canadianswarned-1.4873267

http://www.valquentin.ca

April 14, 2020
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Situation Update: COVID-19 Pandemic In Alberta
Continued from Page 7

Mental health supports
Confidential supports are 

available to help with mental 
health concerns. The Mental 
Health Help Line 1-877-303-
2642 and the Addiction Help 
Line at 1-866-332-2322 are 
available between 7 a.m. and 
11 p.m., seven days a week. 
Online resources provide 
advice on handling stress-
ful situations or ways to talk 

with children.
Family violence preven-

tion
A 24-hour Family Violence 

Information Line is avail-
able at 310-1818 to get anon-
ymous help.

Alberta’s One Line for Sex-
ual Violence is available at 
1-866-402-8000 from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in more than 
170 languages.

Information sheets and 
other resources on fami-

ly violence prevention are 
available at alberta.ca/
COVID19.

Healthy at home
Albertans are encouraged 

to stay healthy at home by 
maintaining their physical 
and mental health during 
COVID-19. Tips and ideas 
are available from a variety 
of online sources including 
Active for Life.  Post your 
wellness activities by using 
the hashtag #HealthyAtHo-
meAB. 

Bits and Pieces program
More than 1,700 offers of 

support have poured into 
the government’s Bits and 
Pieces program from pri-
vate and non-profit orga-
nizations. Offers include 

commercial vehicles, hotel 
rooms and mobile trailers, 
food and water services, 
hospital gowns, face masks, 
ventilators and other per-
sonal protective equipment. 
More information is avail-
able online.

Quick facts
• The most important mea-

sures that Albertans can take 
to prevent respiratory ill-
nesses, including COVID-19, 
is to practice good hygiene.

- This includes cleaning 
your hands regularly for at 
least 20 seconds, avoiding 
touching your face, cough-
ing or sneezing into your el-
bow or sleeve, and disposing 
of tissues appropriately.

• Anyone who has health 
concerns or is experienc-
ing symptoms of COVID-19 
should complete an online 
COVID-19 self-assessment.

• For recommendations on 
protecting yourself and your 
community, visit alberta.ca/
COVID19.

April 14, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

It is with very broken hearts that 
we announce Riley Marc Jackson, 
born April 8,1998, passed away 
suddenly at home in Grand 
Prairie Alberta on April 8, 2020, 
at the age of 22. Riley went to 
school at Sundre Elementary, 
Onoway JR/SR High and Rocky 
Mountain House West Central 
High.  Riley worked in the oilfield 
around Rocky and Grand Prairie 
and loved his job.   Riley was 
happiest on his dirt bike, a snow 
board, a BMX and out camping 
with friends and family. Riley 
will always be missed by: Dad, 
Steve Jackson (Coral Chrunyk), 
Mom, Lana Thiesen (Warren 
Thiesen), Brother Zach Jackson 
(niece Willow Boos), Sister 
Heather Bright (Addison Bright) 
(nephew Jayden, niece Keira), 
Grandparents: Ila Jackson,  Dave 
and Gisele Richardson,   Edna 
Thiesen, Great Grandparents: Iris 
and Larry Maskowitz, Aunts and 
uncles: Shannon and Less Dawe 
(Cousins Justin and Rae Ann), 
Clint and Nancy Richardson 
(cousins Jordyn, Brooklyn, 
Jaxon), Keith Richardson and 
Tracey Mackey (cousins Caleb, 
Carisa, Zoe), Bruce Foster. 
Riley was predeceased by his 
grandfather Walter Jackson, 

Great grandparents John 
Plourde and Peg and Cal 
Richardson. A celebration of 
life will be announced at a later 
date. (1) 14-04

Services  

WANTED! Standing Timber. Are 
you looking to cut your wood 
lot before pine beetles or forest 
fires destroy it? Top dollar paid. 
Call Paul 780-706-1470 (12) 25-02

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a Winter 
Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 
loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  (4) 
14-04 OG

Computers
Computer Repairs NOT 
over $50. Get a good, clean, 
refurbished, upgraded Laptop 

or a Desktop with games, 
world pictures, music, videos 
and more for ONLY $100. 
FREE repairs for single parents. 
Donate used computers, 
tablets, etc. Will fix, clear to 
donate or use for parts. Call: 
780-892-2407 (14) 28-01

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: 
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/Pine 
& Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, Split and 
delivered or pick up at wood 
yard, 1/2 cord or full cords 
available. Call 780-967-5835 or 
780-983-1495

Pasture Wanted 
Looking for grazing Pasture 
for cows to rent for summer 
months. Please call Travis 780-
721-0602 leave message. (12) 17-03

For Rent
ALBERTA BEACH - Newer 2 
bdrm apartment, downtown, 
awesome view looking over 
the lake, 1100sqft, washer/dryer/
central vac, 2 baths, stainless 
steel appl, open concept, 
please call Cheryl 780-982-6922 
(4) 14-04 OG

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double bedrooms, 
furnished bachelors with 
full kitchen and furnished 1 
bedrooms with full kitchen 
available.  $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 1-403-742-6467. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:  
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit 
Apartment Building in Entwistle. 
Includes heat, water & parking. 
Rent $795/month + DD $300. 
Please call Ivka 780-807-1300 or 
email jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca 
(2) 14-07 OG

Land For Sale
For Sale or Rent, 100 acres 
South of Evansburg on Reno 
Road, Excellent land right off 
pavement, Land location is 
South West -1 -53, Range Road 
80. Asking $180,000 OBO. Call 
780-695-2325 (2) 07-04

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS and 
World War 2 Collectables, Please 
call Jay for a quote 780-686-1350

April 14, 2020
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