
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

May 19, 2020
CONSERVATIVES CALL ON 
GOVERNMENT TO MAKE 

NATIONAL PARKS ACCESSIBLE

BARRHEAD RCMP ARREST 
MALE AFTER SHOT FIRED

REGIONAL RELIEF AND 
RECOVERY FUND IS NOW 
OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member 
of Parliament for Yellow-
head, would like to inform 
constituents that Conser-

vatives are calling on the 
government to implement 
common-sense measures 
with the proper planning, 
safeguards, and advice 
from public health officials 
to make national parks ac-

cessible again. 
MP Soroka stated, “This is 

the right time to start open-
ing up our national parks 
safely and responsibly. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Barrhead 
RCMP

On May 9, 2020 at ap-
proximately 2:45 a.m., were 
investigating a suspicious 
vehicle on a rural road west 

of Barrhead. 
The vehicle was located on 

the road near a residence 
and officers just finished 
speaking with two occu-
pants when a gun shot was 
heard in the area. An adult 

male who is believed to be 
an occupant of the vehicle 
came out of the bush after 
the shot was fired. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 

would like to inform con-
stituents that the Regional 
Relief and Recovery Fund is 
now open for applications. 

Nearly $1 Billion will be 

made available through this 
fund to support businesses 
and communities. 

Continued on Page 3
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Conservatives Call on Government to 
Make National Parks Accessible

Barrhead RCMP Arrest Male   
After Shot Fired

Continued from Page 1

Canadians should be 
trusted to follow physical 
distancing guidelines while 
still enjoying our national 
parks.” 

“In my riding, we have 
Jasper National Park. It is 

one of the most beautiful 
places in the world, with 
lots of open space, allowing 
people to maintain physical 
distancing.”

“The tourism sector has 
been among the hardest 
hit by this pandemic. They 
need to be informed of the 

government’s plan at the 
earliest opportunity to help 
give park businesses peace 
of mind and the ability to 
plan for the future”. 

We look forward to an up-
date from the government 
on their plan to restore ac-
cess to our National Parks.

Continued from Page 1

Police determined the 
shot was not fired by the 

male and a second adult 
male who came out on the 
driveway of the residence 
was arrested and charged. 

A search warrant was 
conducted the same day 
at the residence and seven 
firearms were seized along 
with ammunition. 

The accused adult male 
was released with con-
ditions and charged with 
careless use of a firearm, 

unauthorized possession of 
a firearm, discharge a fire-
arm while being reckless. 
His name cannot be re-
leased pending a swearing 
of an Information.  

He is set to appear in Bar-
rhead Provincial Court on 
July 14, 2020. As this matter 
is now before the courts no 
further information will be 
released. 
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Regional 
Relief and 
Recovery 
Fund is Now 
Open for 
Applications

FLOOD WATCH & SPRING RUNOFF 
ADVISORY - ROAD CLOSURES

Continued from Page 1

The Fund is meant to help 
mitigate the financial pres-
sure experienced by busi-
nesses and organizations 
to allow them to continue 
their operations, including 
paying their employees. 

This initiative is imple-
mented by the six region-
al development agencies, 
which have also adjusted 
certain criteria for their reg-
ular programs in response 
to the exceptional circum-
stances that businesses are 
facing.

More information on 
Canada’s Regional Devel-
opment Agencies and how 
to apply can be found at:  
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/
site/icgc.nsf/eng/h_07682.
html 

Submitted by County of 
Barrhead

A flood watch has been is-
sued by Alberta Environment 
& Parks for, both, the Paddle 
and Little Paddle Rivers, as a 
result of rapid snow melt and 
an accelerated rise in water 
levels.

Overland flooding has been 
reported in the County of Bar-
rhead. As the air temperatures 
are forecast to increase over 
the next few days, water levels 
are expected to rise.

Paddle River continues to 
rise downstream of the Pad-
dle Reservoir in response to 
increased flows from the Little 
Paddle and other local streams 
and rivers. Over-topping of 
the Paddle River Dyke has 

been observed and flooding of 
agricultural land is expected.

The County is working dili-
gently to manage rising water 
from spring runoff by actively 
monitoring levels, steaming 
culverts, mitigating damage to 
infrastructure and preventing 
hazardous conditions.   

Current Road Closures
• Low Level Bridge cross-

ing the Paddle River on Rge. 
Rd.40, also known as the Golf 
Course Road, north of Twp. Rd. 
592.

• Twp. Rd. 584 between Rge. 
Rd. 60 and Rge. Rd. 61A

• Twp. Rd. 591 between Rge. 
Rd. 51 and Rge. Rd. 52

We ask residents to exer-
cise caution around the river 
as bank stability is reduced 
during high water events.  
Please respect signage and 
barricades. Debris and un-
dercurrents pose significant 
dangers.  Please do not allow 
children to play near flooded 
waterways.

For more information, visit 

rivers.alberta.ca.  More infor-
mation will be shared as it be-
comes available.

Report flooded or washed 
out roads to Public Works at 
780-674-2619 or the County 
Office at 780-674-3331. For 
all after hour inquiries, please 
email info@countybarrhead.
ab.ca

Do not attempt to drive 
through flooded or washed lo-
cal County roads as this may 
cause personal injury and 
property damage.
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ALBERTA RCMP IS #HERETOHELP WITH 
PERSONALIZED CRIME PREVENTION TIPS
Submitted by Alberta 

RCMP

Edmonton – Due to 
COVID-19, Jennifer Kee, 
Community Engagement 
and Outreach Specialist, 
has adopted a virtual way 
to conduct home visits. As 
part of the Project Lock Up 
initiative Jennifer Kee has 
been visiting the properties 
of owners who have been 
repeat victims of property 

crime.
On our social media ac-

counts we are inviting all 
of our followers to send 
us a direct message with 
questions or photos of their 
properties. Jennifer Kee will 
review the messages and 
provide personalized ad-
vice and tips for the prop-
erty owners. The property 
can be any type including 
homes, businesses, and sea-
sonal properties. We’re here 

to help!
Albertans can count on 

the RCMP to continue to 
be fully committed to the 
safety and security of our 
province during COVID-19 
and this includes adapting 
our Crime Prevention strat-
egies. 

Here are some questions 
to consider while spending 
more time at home:

• Is your yard adequately 
lit?

• Do you have clear sight-
lines in your yard?

• Is it obvious when you’re 
not home?

• Do you have a fence or 
natural barrier around the 
property?

• Are bushes trimmed un-
der windows?

• Do you have a gate?
• Is your garage secure?
• Which way do your doors 

open?
• Do your windows have 

locks?
We know these tips may 

sound silly or simple, but 
CPTED has proven its value 
all over the world. CPTED 
is an international concept 
that has proven to discour-
age crime and promote se-
curity. For more tips and 
crime prevention informa-
tion, follow #HereToHelp 
and our social media ac-
counts on Twitter (@RCM-
PAlberta), Facebook (@RC-
MPinAlberta) and YouTube 
(@RCMP-GRC Alberta). 

RCMP encourage the pub-
lic to report any criminal or 
suspicious activity to po-
lice. Reports tell us where 
to look, who to look for, 
and where to patrol in the 
future. If you see a crime 
in progress, dial 911. If you 
wish to remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), on-
line at www.P3Tips.com or 
by using the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the Apple 
App or Google Play Store. 
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3 PERENNIAL GARDENING POINTERS 
Gardening is an engag-

ing hobby that can provide 
a host of benefits, some of 
which may surprise even 
the most devoted garden-
ers. For example, the Har-
vard Medical School notes 
that just 30 minutes of gar-
dening activities burns 135 
calories, making garden-
ing a fun and simple way 
to incorporate more exer-
cise into your daily routine. 
In addition, scientists have 
long proven that garden-
ing releases the hormones 
serotonin and dopamine 
in the brain, each of which 
are associated with im-
proved mood.

Perennial gardens can be 
especially attractive to sea-
soned gardeners and nov-
ices. Perennials are plants 

that come back year after 
year, and committing to a 
perennial garden can en-
sure people stick with gar-
dening for the long haul, 
reaping all of the rewards 
that come with making 
such a commitment.

Before planting a peren-
nial garden, those new to 
gardening may want to 
consider these three tips.

1. Make a plan.
A perennial garden 

comes back year after year, 
which means any mistakes 
you make when planting 
are likely to haunt you year 
after year as well. Factors 
like space and location 
must be considered before 
planting. Many gardeners 
utilize garden planning 
applications like GrowVeg 

to make the process of 
planning a garden simpler 
and more organized. Such 
applications can be espe-
cially useful for novices.

2. Consider aesthetics.
Gardens can be awe-in-

spiring, especially when 
gardeners consider aes-
thetics prior to planting. 
The DIY Network advis-
es gardeners to consid-
er scale before choosing 
which perennials to plant. 
Tall plants and wide beds 
tend to look best outside 
large homes, while short 
plants in small beds tend 
to look better outside 
small homes.

3. Work with a profession-
al.

Local garden centers 
can be excellent resources 

when planning perennial 
gardens. Representatives 
at such businesses can 
offer tips on native plants, 
which will be more likely to 
thrive year after year than 
non-natives. Such repre-
sentatives also can help 
you choose the right plants 
based on the amount of 
sunlight the plants will 
likely get after being plant-
ed. Each of these factors 
can be easily overlooked 
by people without much 
gardening experience.

Perennial gardens can 
provide years of joy and in-
spiration, especially when 
gardeners give ample at-
tention to certain details 
prior to planting.

Lawn & Garden
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WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE
Submitted by Town of 

Whitecourt

MAY 13, 2020
Whitecourt Town Council ad-

opted Tax Rate Bylaw 1559 at the 
May 11, 2020 Electronic Regular 
Meeting, and property owners 
can expect to receive combined 
assessment and taxation notices 
later this month. The 2020 Bud-
get included a decrease to the 
municipal tax rate, including se-
niors and education requisitions, 
and for the average property 
owner this means:

• 4.52% total tax rate reduction 
for residential properties;

• 4.49% total tax rate reduction 
for non-residential properties.

The property tax deadline for 
2020 has been extended to Au-
gust 31, 2020 as part of COVID-19 
relief measures for property 

owners. For details on how prop-
erty taxes are calculated, and 
how tax dollars have been allo-
cated in the 2020 Budget, please 
read the 2020 Budget Report. The 
report is available online at www.
whitecourt.ca/Government. If 
you have questions about your 
tax notice or the 2020 Budget, 
please contact the Town Office.

Town Council received an 
overview of 2020 assessment 
figures by the municipal assessor 
at the May 11 Electronic Regular 
Meeting.

• The valuation date for 2020 
taxation of properties is July 1, 
2019.

• Assessment values for single 
family homes have decreased 
approximately 4.1% in the val-
ley area, and 2.4% in the hilltop 
area. The average house value in 
Whitecourt is $329,200.

• Property owners can view the 
assessment report for their prop-
erty online. Visit the Whitecourt 
website at www.whitecourt.ca/
Services/Taxes-Assessment and 
follow the link and instructions 
to view assessment reports.

• Property owners will receive 
a combined assessment and tax 
notice later this month.

The Town of Whitecourt has 
experienced revenue losses and 
unexpected expenditures related 
to COVID-19. The length of the 
economic disruption and recov-
ery is not known; however, the 
Town of Whitecourt intends to 
address these impacts through 
funding strategies that will not 
affect taxation. Whitecourt Town 
Council has reallocated $1.5 mil-
lion from existing reserves to es-
tablish a Sustainability Reserve 
that will ensure the continuation 
of essential services and also 
minimize impact on taxation 
for future years as our commu-
nity returns to normal. Ongoing 
monitoring and reporting of the 
financial impacts will provide for 
fiscal responsibility during this 
unprecedented event.

The Community Services De-
partment has published its 2019 
Year End Report. The report is 
prepared annually to provide 
Council and the Community 
Services Advisory Board with an 
overview of programs and ser-
vices offered, and records major 
projects and accomplishments 
achieved throughout the year. 
Highlights from the report in-
clude:

• The Allan & Jean Millar Cen-
tre launched the Intelligenz Cus-
tomer Registration Web Portal 
allowing customers to register 
online.

• Daily admission revenue in 
2019 was the highest it has ever 
been since the Allan & Jean Mil-
lar Centre opened in 2008.

• 2,023 people participated in 
registered programs;

• 47,404 visits to the Pembina 
Fitness Centre and Rotary Run-
ning Track;

• 5,226 people attended the 
Rotary Club of Whitecourt free 
family swims at the SemCAMS 
Midstream Aquatic Centre;

• 1,846 people were assisted 
through the Whitecourt Food 
Bank;

• 4,036 participants attended 
Parent Link & Early Childhood 
Development programs;

• 30,610 passengers were pro-
vided service on Public Transit, 
representing a 25% increase in 
ridership between 2017 and 2019.

A complete copy of the report 
can be viewed on www.white-
court.ca.

Whitecourt Town Council has 
approved the purchase of a new 
Zamboni.

May 19, 2020
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STAGE 1 OF ALBERTA’S RELAUNCH 
STRATEGY STARTED MAY 14

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

MAY 12, 2020
The Town of Whitecourt is 

preparing for the reopening 
of local businesses as part of 
Alberta’s phased in Relaunch 
Strategy. As of May 14, busi-
nesses included in stage 1 of 
the strategy will be able to open 
with enhanced infection pre-
vention and controls in place. 
Included in stage 1 are clothing 
and furniture stores, farmer’s 
markets, cafés, restaurants, 
and some personal services in-
cluding hair salons and barber 
shops.

“This is great news for our lo-
cal business owners and entre-
preneurs, as well as our com-
munity,” stated Whitecourt 
Mayor Maryann Chichak. “For 
the last several weeks, White-
court staff have been working 
with our partners and the busi-
ness community to navigate 
the public health orders and 
relief funding programs and 
initiatives. It’s exciting that 
we can move on to a step that 
involves supporting them on 
their reopening.”

“While this is an exciting step 
in the relaunch phases, there 
are health and safety proto-
cols that will be required of 
local businesses for their re-
opening,” added Whitecourt 
Economic Development Offi-
cer, Rhonda Hough. “In part-
nership with the Whitecourt 
& District Chamber of Com-
merce, Community Futures 
Yellowhead East and other 
support organizations, we 
have and will continue to com-
municate and promote these 
guidelines to the local business 
community.”

Businesses should reference 
the websites below for infor-
mation and guidelines for the 
reopening. Both websites are 
also linked on Whitecourt’s 
website at www.whitecourt.
ca/Business/EconomicSup-
portandRecovery.

• Alberta Relaunch Strategy: 
www.alberta.ca/alberta-re-
launch-strategy.aspx

• Workplace Guidance For 
Business Owners: www.al-

berta.ca/assets/documents/
covid-19-workplace-guid-
ance-for-business-owners.pdf

Sector specific information 
and operating planning guide-
lines are available for busi-
nesses included in stage 1 on 
the Alberta website. www.al-
berta.ca/biz-connect.aspx

The timing of phases where 
the Town of Whitecourt could 
consider reopening facili-
ties will be determined based 
on the success of stage 1 and 
preceding stages. Whitecourt 

will continue to monitor the 
COVID-19 situation, and is 
preparing a plan to reopen fa-
cilities and relaunch program-
ming based on the recommen-
dations by the Government of 
Alberta. Further information 
on the opening of outdoor rec-
reational facilities, such as the 
Whitecourt River Slides and 
Rotary Park Splash Park, will 
be announced later this week 
once guidance has been re-
ceived from the Province.

“The timing of other reopen-

ings will hinge on how stage 1 
goes,” added Mayor Maryann 
Chichak. “As a community, we 
have been extremely vigilant in 
following public health mea-
sures, and we will have to con-
tinue to follow these guidelines 
through this gradual opening 
of services to help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. Mass 
gathering restrictions continue 
to be in place, and physical dis-
tancing practices continue to 
be recommended by the Alber-
ta Chief Medical Officer.”
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First 
Insertion = $6.00; Subsequent 
insertion = $3.00 each. (Eg: 2 
insertions = $9.00; 3 insertions 
= $12.00; 4 insertions = $15.00; 
etc) Each additional word is 20 
cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available 

for an additional $1/line. Lost 
& Found and To Give Away (up 
to a max. of 25 words) are free 
of charge. Ads must be paid 
in advance either by cheque, 
cash, Visa or Mastercard. No 
Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 
pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may 
be called in to the COMMUNITY 
VOICE office at (780) 962-9228, 

emailed to: classifieds@com-
voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment 
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 
3595, SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 
3A8. Ads may also be placed 
on the web at www.com-voice.
com/classified.htm

Services  

WANTED! Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
wood lot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-706-
1470 (12) 25-02

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a Winter 
Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 

loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. 
If interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 12-05 OG

Computers
Any broken or (no) good 
Laptop, Tablet, Cell, etc. Will fix 
free, Repair or use for parts, to 
GIVE FREE to Single Parents or 
Lonely Seniors. Call 780-892-
2407 (12) 12-05

FREE Computers Checkup, 
Repairs NOT over $50. You 
can have today good clean 
refurbished upgraded Laptop 
with Games, Pictures, Music, 
Videos for ONLY $125. Call 780-
892-2407 (12) 12-05

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS 
and World War 2 Collectables, 
Please call Jay for a quote 780-
686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

May 19, 2020

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local 
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your 
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to 
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19 

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated 
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to 
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Landscaping

& Maintenance
Stump Grinder For Hire – 
Alberta Beach & Surround 
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28) 
05-05

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: 
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/Pine 
& Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, Split and 
delivered or pick up at wood 
yard, 1/2 cord or full cords 
available. Call 780-967-5835 or 
780-983-1495 (28) 31-03

Pasture Wanted 
Looking for grazing Pasture 
for cows to rent for summer 
months. Please call Travis 780-
721-0602 leave message. (12) 
17-03

For Rent
LAND FOR RENT, 25 acres, 
half pasture half bush, fenced 
& cross fenced, dug out for 
water, power available, on 
paved HWY 765, adjoining 
southside of Darwell cemetery. 
Call 780-892-2413 or email 
shirleyanne177@gmail.com (4) 
28-04

3 Bedroom House For Rent in 
Alberta Beach, fridge/stove/
washer/dryer/water softener, 
new upgrades and interior, 
asking $1150/month, utilities 
included, DD $1000. Call 780-
990-6915 (3) 05-05 

2 HOMES FOR RENT. Seniors 
only in town limits of Stony 
Plain. Mobile home on 
Acreage fenced and secure & 
safe! $1200 per month includes 
utilities. Prefer handy kind of 
guy to help maintain property 
gives opportunity for reduced 
rent. Also 2 bedroom older 
home in good shape (Seniors 
only), $1200 per month 
includes utilities. PH Gord 780-
913-2430 (2) 05-05 OG

ALBERTA BEACH - Newer 2 
bdrm apartment, downtown, 
awesome view looking over 
the lake, 1100sqft, washer/
dryer/central vac, 2 baths, 

stainless steel appl, open 
concept, please call Cheryl 
780-982-6922 (4) 12-05 OG

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with full 
kitchen available.  $950 + tax. 

Please call for viewing, 780-
967-4420 or 1-403-742-6467. 
www.onowayinnandsuites.
com (4) 12-05 OG

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:  
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit 
Apartment Building in 
Entwistle. Includes heat, water 
& parking. Building is free of 
any kind of smoking. Rent 
$795/month + DD $300. Please 
call Ivka 780-807-1300 or email 

jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca (2) 
12-05 OG

Alberta Beach Family RV Park 
and Campground - 1 bedroom 
bungalow for rent fully 
furnished, $800.00 per month 
includes utilities Damage 
deposit $800.00. No Smoking / 
No pets. For more information 
please call 780-924-3181.  (1) 12-
05

May 19, 2020
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