
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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REGIONAL LEADERS

REVIEW DUAL CALL-OUT 
FIRE SERVICES MODEL

MLA Getson applauds strengthened collaboration between
Lac Ste. Anne County Fire Services and Onoway Regional Fire Services.

PARKLAND RCMP 
INVESTIGATE FATAL 

COLLISION ON HIGHWAY 43

Submitted by Lac Ste. 
Anne County

Sangudo, AB, July 20, 2020 
– Lac Ste. Anne County re-
cently met with adjacent 
municipal officials to review 
the integrated fire services 
model that exists between 
Lac Ste. Anne County Fire 

Services and Onoway Re-
gional Fire Services op-
erated by Northwest Fire 
Rescue. This unique model 
leverages the infrastructure 
and capacity of these public 
and private-sector contin-
gents to provide compre-
hensive, collaborative and 
timely fire services to the 

greater Lac Ste. Anne region.
Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland 

MLA Shane Getson was in 
attendance for the review, 
and expressed interest in 
sharing the ongoing suc-
cesses of the County’s hybrid 
support model with other 
regions in the province. 

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On July 25, 2020 at ap-
proximately 2 a.m., Park-
land RCMP along with 
Emergency Services re-
sponded to a single vehicle 
roll over on Highway 43 
and Range Road 34. 

A SUV was located but did 
not have any occupant(s) 
inside. A search was con-

ducted in the area but no 
one was found. 

Further investigation re-
vealed that the vehicle was 
driven by a lone adult male 
occupant who had not been 
in contact with family since 
the collision occurred. An 
additional search utiliz-
ing RCMP Air Services and 
RCMP Police Dog Services 
was conducted. This morn-
ing search and rescue was 

activated. Tragically, the 
missing 33-year-old male 
from Sangudo, Alta., was lo-
cated deceased near Range 
Road 35. An autopsy will be 
conducted this week at the 
Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner in Edmonton. 

The name of deceased will 
not be released and no fur-
ther updates are anticipat-
ed.
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Submitted by Antho-
ny Bouius, Cherhill 4-H 
Multi Club

...From The Covid-19 Pan-
demic, Self Isolation, So-
cial Distancing, Quarantine 
Now Routine, The New Nor-
mal...

Covid-19 threw the 4-H 
year right upside down, but 
the members, parents, and 
leaders pushed through, 
and made a complete and 
successful year.

The year was all smooth 
sailing then the covid hit, 
everything was at a stand 
still. Then after about a week 
of mass confusion we man-
aged to set up virtual meets. 
In those virtual meets our 
main topic was to get every-
one’s project finished and 

the year over with. 
Our life skills member had 

to send in photos of their 
displays and a powerpoint 
will be posted to our club 
facebook page when it gets 
done Our pheasants will be 
released on a later date.

The 4-H market steers 
were shown and sold online, 
everyone is thankful for VJV 
Westlock letting us use their 
facilities, and we would l i ke 
to thank Team Auctions for 
hosting the sale for free. All 
of our members would like 
to thank bidders and buyers. 
Thank you for standing be-
hind the changes we had to 
do this year!

Some of the members had 
an opportunity to go to a 
mini show at

Mayerthorpe, and take 

videos of their female live-
stock for the virtual shows. 

All of our market lambs 
were sold private, and the 
members would like to 
thank all of their buyers. 

After June 22 we were able 
to do some 4-H activities 
with health  safety measures 
in place. We had signed up 
to do garbage picking for 3 
of the county landfills.

We have tentatively set 
our first meeting for next 
year on Sept. 18 We Cross 
our fingers that we can meet 
in person.

We would like to thank all 
of the leaders for helping us 
push for a successful year.

This is my last report of 
this 4-H season, hope ev-
eryone has a great summer.

July 28, 2020

THE JUNE CLUB REPORT
FOR THE CHERHILL

4-H MULTI CLUB
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Regional Leaders Review Dual Call-Out Fire Services Model
Continued from Page 1

He suggested that the model 
that could fill the gap in areas 
where industry has the ability 
to augment services and sup-
port.

“We’re lucky in our area to 
have a hybrid model of service 
and coverage when it comes 
to fire fighting and rescue ser-
vices,” stated MLA Getson. “I 
was pleased to be part of a co-
ordination meeting recently to 
review the coverage and inter-
face between the two groups, 
and the representatives from 
the communities they serve.”

“After a little over a year with 
a new dispatch and coverage 
procedure I was also pleased 
to see now that there is enough 
information to perform a les-
sons learned review, and to 
tweak the system as required 
to continue to improve on ef-
ficiencies, and to maintain or 
improve services because of 
it.”

During the review, MLA Get-
son commended the munici-
pal leaders on their progress, 
stating: “we need you, and our 
community is better off be-

cause of the work that you are 
performing and the coopera-
tion you are showing to devel-
op this innovative model.”

The dual call-out agreement 
between Lac Ste. Anne Coun-
ty Fire Services and North-
west Fire Rescue (the Town 
of Onoway’s private-sector 
contractor) is a derivative of 
a standard mutual aid model. 
Under this agreement, both 
departments are simultane-
ously notified when a critical 
event occurs; resources are 
then coordinated based upon 
the crews and apparatus clos-
est to the scene. By contrast, 
under a standard mutual aid 
agreement, the decision to en-
gage outside resources would 
be the purview of the host mu-
nicipality’s fire department.

Collective Approval of Col-
laborative Model

“Intermunicipal collabora-
tion can be tricky at the best 
of times,” shared Lac Ste. Anne 
County Reeve Joe Blakeman. 
“We have had challenges and 
rough patches along the way. 
However, thanks to the per-
severance, cooperation and 
respect of all involved, we’ve 

created a viable, resourceful 
fire services model that dis-
tributes resources in ways that 
meet the demands of a wider 
segment of the Lac Ste. Anne 
County region — both today 
and years into the future.”

Judy Tracy, Mayor of the 
Town of Onoway, expressed 
pride in the continued col-
laborative work of Onoway 
Regional Fire and Lac Ste. 
Anne County Fire Services. 
“The highways in the region 
have become safer to travel 
since the establishment of a 
dual call out system,” shared 
Mayor Tracy. “The Fire Chiefs 
from both departments have 
overcome much in order to 
establish a cohesive working 
environment for all highways 
calls. While the system may 
still need some tweaking, it is 
working and that is good news 
for all who travel on the high-
ways.”

Other municipal leaders 
present at the review echoed 
the sentiments of Reeve 
Blakeman and Mayor Tracy. 
Bernie Poulin, Mayor of Silver 
Sands and representative of 
the the Summer Villages Lac 

Ste. Anne County East (SVL-
SACE), applauded the County’s 
approval on dual call-outs on 
the region’s highways. “Our 
residents now have superior 
response times helping ensure 
their future quality of life,” he 
stated.

“Alberta Beach is very proud 
to be working in collaboration 
with our municipal neigh-
bours on this very important 
issue,” added Alberta Beach 
Mayor Jim Benedict. “The dual 
call out system has improved 
response times, saving lives 
and delivering cost-sharing 
efficiencies. We would like to 
Thank the County for having 
faith in our fire service, and 
taking the huge step of en-
tering into this dual call-out 
agreement.”

The County looks forward 
to building upon the success-
es of this unified framework, 
and continuing to strength-
en the collaborative potential 
between Lac Ste. Anne Coun-
ty Fire Services and Onoway 
Regional Fire Rescue with the 
shared goal of servicing and 
safeguarding the community 
at large.
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STUDENTS RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
FOR 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Schools will be ready to wel-
come students under scenario 
1, which is near-normal daily 
operations with health mea-
sures.

Alberta’s government has 
developed a re-entry tool kit 
to prepare parents and stu-
dents for what to expect in the 
new school year. The tool kit 
includes videos for students 
explaining some of the health 
measures, a guide for parents, 
frequently asked questions, 
school posters, a self-screen-
ing questionnaire in multiple 
languages, and links to health 
guidelines.

“Alberta continues moving 
ahead with our recovery and 
relaunch plan. I’m proud of our 

comprehensive plan that sup-
ports the safe return to daily 
in-school learning. The return 
of more than 750,000 students 
to near-normal learning in the 
new school year is indicative of 
Alberta’s continued recovery as 
we work to relaunch our econ-
omy and return to our regular 
everyday lives.” - Jason Ken-
ney, Premier 

“We are determined to do ev-
erything that we can to safely 
return our students, teachers 
and staff to school. I appreciate 
the input and support of school 
authorities across the province, 
as well as our education part-
ners, in developing and refining 
our school re-entry plan. We 
are providing clear and de-
tailed guidelines and a re-en-
try tool kit so everyone can do 
their part and prepare for a safe 

return to school.” - Adriana La-
Grange, Minister of Education 

“We are committed to doing 
everything possible to protect 
the health and safety of stu-
dents, staff and families during 
the upcoming school year. 
There is no risk-free approach 
to COVID-19 but there are also 
risks to children’s overall health 
from school closures. We are 
continually refining our public 
health advice for schools based 
on best available evidence. We 
also have plans in place to re-
spond quickly when cases are 
identified. Limiting the spread 
of the virus in schools will re-
quire the dedication and sup-
port of all Albertans when the 
school year begins this fall.” - 
Dr. Deena Hinshaw, chief medi-
cal officer of health 

Under scenario 1, schools 
will implement a number of 
public health measures, which 
include frequent cleaning of 
surfaces, placing hand sani-
tizers at school entrances and 
classrooms, grouping students 
in cohorts, and planning the 
school day to allow for physi-
cal distancing, which could in-
clude staggering start times for 
classes, recesses and lunches. 
Additional public health mea-
sures may be established pri-
or to September on the advice 
of the chief medical officer of 
health in consultation with the 
education system.

In addition, students, staff, 

parents and school visi-
tors will be expected to use a 
self-screening questionnaire 
daily to determine whether 
they can enter the school.

“The Alberta School Boards 
Association is pleased that this 
plan was released earlier than 
expected as it provides more 
time for finalizing school board 
plans. We appreciate the vari-
ous experts, parents and com-
munity members that helped 
inform a plan that prioritizes 
the health and safety of stu-
dents and staff. ASBA and all 
school boards will work dili-
gently to implement this plan 
and look forward to continuing 
to work with the Minister of 
Education throughout the up-
coming school year.” - Lorrie 
Jess, president, Alberta School 
Boards Association 

“The College of Alberta School 
Superintendents appreciates 
the opportunity to work along-
side government and education 
partners to develop a detailed 
re-entry plan. The CASS board 
of directors strongly believes 
that the re-entry plan offers the 
appropriate balance of guid-
ance from the chief medical 
officer of health and the gov-
ernment while providing for 
the authority and autonomy 
for individual school divisions 
to assure their students, par-
ents and staff that a successful 
return to school will be safe.” - 
Bevan Daverne, president, Col-
lege of Alberta School Superin-
tendents 

“We value the government’s 
efforts to actively work with 
the education system, includ-
ing independent schools, as 
they finalized details for the 
2020-21 school year. Re-entry 
under scenario 1 gives us the 
information and confidence we 
need to prepare our schools for 
reopening. We appreciate the 
requirements set out by the 
government to ensure that stu-
dent and staff safety remains 
the priority as we navigate 
through these times to safely 
move closer towards a sense of 
normalcy.” - Simon Williams, 
president, Association of Inde-
pendent Schools & Colleges in 
Alberta 

Continued on Page 8
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Evansburg RCMP issue Public Safety Advisory – 
TUBING ON THE PEMBINA RIVER

Submitted by Evans-
burg RCMP

With the coming of fantas-
tic weather and the August 
long weekend, the Evans-
burg RCMP are issuing a 
public safety warning about 
tubing on the Pembina River.  
DISEMBARK AT THE PRO-
VINCIAL PARK!

This past weekend saw the 
Evansburg Detachment re-
spond to a couple of calls to 
service about overdue tu-

bers who missed exiting the 
river at the Provincial Park. 
A response by the RCMP to 
save stranded tubers ties up 
resources that may be need-
ed for a high priority call 
elsewhere.

The river does not run 
in a circle or loop back.  If 
you’re planning on tubing 
on the river, do not enter at 
the Provincial Park Camp-
grounds.  The Park is where 
you MUST exit the river.  If 
you float past the park, you 

will be stranded.  You will not 
be able to exit until approx-
imately reaching Sangudo, 
which is an 8-hour float.

Visitors and residents of 
the area who are wishing to 
tube the Pembina River are 
reminded to take extra steps 
and be prepared for their 
journey as follows:

• Wear a life jacket
• Know the area, review 

maps and plan for the length 
of your journey

• Notify a responsible per-

son where you are going, 
who you are with, and the 
route you plan on taking

• Dress appropriately for 
the weather, including the 
use of a wet suit when neces-
sary. Remember sunscreen, 
water supplies and bug spray

• Do not consume alcohol 
prior to, or during tubing

• Bring a charged cell phone 
and store it properly

We encourage people to 
enjoy the river, but ask that 
they do so responsibly.
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Students Returning To School For 2020-21 School Year
Continued from Page 4

“The health of students and 
staff is the priority. In our re-
cent survey on re-entry, 86 per 
cent of parents that participat-
ed indicated they were in fa-
vour of a return to school plan 
for K-12 students. Community 
efforts are essential to ensure 
a safe learning environment 
for our children.” - Brandi 
Rai, president, Alberta School 
Councils’ Association 

“The Association of Alber-
ta Public Charter Schools is 

pleased the government in-
vested the time to engage 
with the education system as 
they pragmatically developed 
the 2020-21 school re-entry 
plan. This announcement pro-
vides Alberta’s public charter 
schools with the confidence 
and responsiveness they need 
to ensure a safe and successful 
return for the upcoming school 
year.” - Ron Koper, chair, The 
Association of Alberta Public 
Charter Schools 

SUCCESSFUL TRANSI-
TION TO SUMMER SCHOOL 

AND CHILD CARE: Alberta’s 
school re-entry plan works, 
and already has mitigated 
risks to students and teach-
ers. Throughout the summer, 
the Calgary Catholic Separate 
School Division ran in-person 
summer school programming 
in accordance to the guidelines 
developed and issued by the 
province. These comprehen-
sive guidelines have mitigated 
risk, resulting in no COVID-19 
outbreaks among teachers or 
students participating in sum-
mer school.

Additionally, Alberta has seen 
a successful reopening of child 
care centres across the prov-
ince. Children and staff have 
safely returned to these centres 
with no outbreaks occurring.

SCHOOL AUTHORITY 
FUNDING: School authorities 
have returned to full funding 
levels as of July 1, and every 
school authority in Alberta is 
receiving a funding increase 
for the 2020-21 school year – 
roughly $120 million across 
the province. A list of funding 
for every school authority is 
available here.

In addition, the Minister of 
Education has approved the 
use of school board reserves, 
if needed, to help cover local 
COVID-19-related costs. The 
total amount of money sitting 
in school board reserves is 
$363 million.

ACCELERATED CAPITAL 
SCHOOL FUNDING: The prov-
ince has also provided school 
boards an additional $250 
million to support accelerated 
capital maintenance and re-
newal projects, as part of the 
more than $10 billion infra-
structure spending announced 
in the Alberta Recovery Plan. 

This funding supports infra-
structure enhancements that 
will help in a COVID-19 learn-
ing environment. Seventy-nine 
school projects totalling $15 
million are moving forward 
with this primary purpose, in-
cluding upgrades for enhanced 
hygiene such as hands-free 
sinks, automatic flush toilets, 
touchless soap and paper tow-
el dispensers, automatic doors 
and water bottle filling stations 
to replace water fountains.

NEW ONLINE STUDENT 
LEARNING HUB: A new Stu-
dent Learning Hub on new.
learnalberta.ca is available for 
parents, students, and teach-
ers to more easily access edu-
cational materials to support 
development of student litera-
cy and numeracy, and provide 
health and wellness informa-
tion.

The online hub is another 
resource to support Alber-
ta’s school re-entry plan, with 
recognition that more online 
learning resources may be 
needed during the upcom-
ing school year. Additional 
resources will also be added 
throughout the school year. 

 
Continued on Page 10

July 28, 2020
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PARKLAND RCMP ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 
OWNER OF RECOVERED PROPERTY

Students Returning To School For 2020-21 School Year

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On July 15, 2020, an Alber-
ta Beach resident located 
a large, dark grey Lincoln 

welder in the ditch near his 
property.

Parkland RCMP are asking 
anyone with information in 
relation to this item, or if 
they can identify the owner, 

to please contact the Park-
land RCMP at 825-220-7267 
or your local police.

If you wish to remain 
anonymous, you can con-
tact Crime Stoppers at 

1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), on-
line at www.P3Tips.com or 
by using the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the Apple 
App or Google Play Store.”

Continued from Page 8

EXPANDING DIPLOMA 
EXAMS: Diploma exams 
will be offered in every sub-
ject in the November and 
April exam sessions. Ex-
panding the offerings of the 
diploma exams will support 
school authorities who are 
shifting high school pro-
gramming to a four-semes-
ter system as part of their 
COVID-19 re-entry plan. 
This shift allows for better 
cohorting by limiting the 
number of classes a student 
is in during a term without 
affecting total learning time 

over the course of a year.
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE 

EQUIPMENT: Students and 
staff may wear a mask if 
they choose to. However, 
practices such as physical 
distancing, cohorting, fre-
quent handwashing, stay-
ing home when sick and 
increased cleaning of sur-
faces will continue to be the 
priority public health mea-
sures.

COVID-19 CASES AT 
SCHOOL: If a student 
or staff tests positive for 
COVID-19, a public health 
team will investigate to de-
termine when symptoms 
developed and support the 

school to minimize trans-
mission.

While each case will be 
addressed based on its 
unique circumstances, it 
is anticipated that in most 
cases only the group of stu-
dents and staff who came in 
close contact will likely be 
required to stay home for 
14 days, and not the entire 
school population.

Parents will be notified if 
a case of COVID-19 is con-
firmed at school and public 
health officials will contact 
those who were in close 
contact with that person.

TRANSITIONING TO 
SCENARIO 2 OR SCENAR-

IO 3: If there is an outbreak 
of COVID-19 in a commu-
nity or school, health offi-
cials will work with Alberta 
Education and impacted 
school authorities to make 
any decision to potentially 
transition to partial in-class 
learning or at-home learn-
ing. Decisions will be based 
on multiple factors includ-
ing the number of cases in 
a community or school and 
the risk of ongoing trans-
mission.

The health guidance for 
scenario 2 has been updat-
ed to allow for a maximum 
of 20 students per class.

July 28, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, 
thinking of a Summer 
Getaway? Worried 
about leaving your dog 
in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave 
your pet with me! There is 
a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide 
tender loving care, with 
walks every day. Best of all, 
I’m cheaper than a kennel! 
Daily drop in’s or overnight 
stays welcome. If interested 
call 780-920-4166  (4) 07-07 OG

Computers

FREE Computers Checkup, 
Repairs NOT over $50. You 
can have today good clean 
refurbished upgraded 
Laptop with Games, 
Pictures, Music, Videos for 
ONLY $125. Call 780-892-
2407 (12) 12-05

Antiques

HUGE ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES SALE, 
July 31 & Aug 1, Aug 14 & 15, 
10am-5pm, Featuring Tea 
cups collections, Carnival 
glass, Antique Plows and 
more! 2224 Township Rd 
545 in Onoway - Watch for 
the signs. (2) 28-07

EVER AFTER ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES 4823 – 50 
Ave., Alberta Beach. Phone 
780-237-3528. OPEN: Thurs, 
Fri, Sat and some Sun, noon 
to 5 pm. Other times by 
chance or appointment. 
We buy and sell antiques 
and unique collectibles! (11) 
16-06

Landscaping
& Maintenance

Stump Grinder For Hire – 
Alberta Beach & Surround 
areas. Call 780-779-3589 
(28) 05-05

Firewood

SEASONED FIREWOOD: 
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, 
Split and delivered or pick 
up at wood yard, 1/2 cord 
or full cords available. Call 
780-967-5835 or 780-983-
1495 (28) 31-03

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly or 
monthly rentals.  All utilities 
included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double bedrooms, 
furnished bachelors with 
full kitchen and furnished 
1 bedrooms with full 

kitchen available. Starting 
at $950 + tax. Please call 
for viewing, 780-967-4420 
or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

Furnished Basement Suite 
For Rent, 1 Bdm, Appliances, 
Utilities, Netflix all included. 
Avail Aug 1, N/S, Dogs 
considered. $800/mth $800 
DD, Please 780-674-7431

July 28, 2020
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In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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