
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

August 25, 2020
FALLIS COMMUNITY 

ASSOCIATION PRESENTS ITS 
14TH ANNUAL SHOW & SHINE

THE WABAMUN MEDICAL 
CLINIC IS OPEN!!

Submitted by Fallis 
Community Association

On September 12th Fal-
lis Community Association 
will present its 14th Annual 
Show and Shine.  This long 

running event is a major 
fund raiser for the small 
hall located at Range Road 
52 and Highway 16 approx-
imately 80 km west of Ed-
monton between the Villag-
es of Wabamun and Seba 

Beach.  This year the annual 
event is even more import-
ant than ever given the im-
pact of COVID-19.  

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Shir-
ley Munro, President of 
WPHCPRRC and WAMS

Location: 5116 - 53 Ave., 
Village of Wabamun 

Hours of Operation: Tues-
days 11 -7, Thursdays 8:30 
- 4:30

Phone for Appointment: 
780-892-4769

Presentation of the “Wel-
coming Gift Baskets” to 
the new Nurse Practitioner 
and the Medical Office As-
sistant on Aug.13, 2020, by 
some of the members of the 
Wabamun Physician and 
Health Care Professionals 
Recruitment and Retention 

Committee (WPHCPRRC) 
and the Wabamun and Area 
Medical Society (WAMS).

Thank-you to the local 
businesses and artisans 
that made donations for the 

welcoming baskets. Fund-
ing for the gift baskets was 
also provided in part by the 
Rural Health Professions 
Action Plan grant.

Continued on Page 6
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Fallis Community Association Presents  
its 14th Annual Show & Shine

Continued from Page 1

It has been difficult to run 
traditional fund raising events 
and this may be the only fund 
raiser for the year.     

One of the challenges will 
be to run the event in com-
pliance with AHS guidelines.  
For the event to be a success, 
participant and volunteer safe-
ty is first and foremost.  As in 
past years, car enthusiasts will 

be there with their custom 
and classic cars on display 
with registration starting at 
10:00 AM.   There will be priz-
es awarded based on vintage 
(pre-1940, 1940 to 1949, 1950 
to 1959, 1960-1969, and 1970 to 
present) and Peoples’ Choice.  
The car enthusiasts will vote 
for their favourite for each vin-
tage and the public can vote 
for the Peoples’ Choice.  Win-
ners will be announced at 3:00.  

What will be different this year 
will be a streamlined registra-
tion (with social distancing).  
Entry for into the Show and 
Shine is by donation.

The program will be more 
compact.  Registration starts 
at 10:00 AM with voting start-
ing at 12:00 and continue to 
2:30.  There will be a “King and 
Queen” contest 11:30.  There 
will be a 50/50 and meat draw 
as well.  The winners of the 
50/50 and meat draw will be 
announced at 2:30.  There will 
be live music starting at 12:00 
by 2 Boots.  There will be a con-
cession from 11:00 to 3:30.  To 
reduce crowding, we will be 
using an order/pick-up sys-
tem.  You can place your order 
and be given a time to come 
and pick it up.

It has been a tough year but 
we hope that this will provide 
an opportunity for car enthu-
siasts to get out and enjoy their 
hobby.  It will also be a great 
opportunity to help support 
our community hall.

August 25, 2020
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CELEBRATE 
COMMUNITY 

HERITAGE AND 
CULTURE

Submitted by Tipple 
Park Museum

Tipple Park Museum is in-
terested in your stories, tra-
ditions, or items that are 
connected to your family’s 
heritage and culture. Do you 
have items or traditions that 
were brought to Canada by 
yourself or an ancestor? 
The museum is interested in 
showcasing these things that 
were brought whether tangi-
ble or intangible. 

Do you have a Ukrainian 
shirt? A Christmas recipe 
from Norway? A connection 
to a language other than En-
glish? Do you have photos of 
your ancestors with a pich 
on their homestead, or with 
those ancestors sporting tra-
ditional clothing? Do you 
celebrate holidays with tradi-

tional foods and customs? We 
want to know more about the 
connections that our commu-
nity might have with an an-
cestral, or recent home. 

If you have stories, photos, 
or items that you would like to 
share with the museum, and 
the community, please con-
tact the museum via e-mail: 
tippleparkmuseum@gmail.
com or phone: 780-727-2240.

August 25, 2020
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COUNTY INSPECTORS TO SCOUT 
CANOLA FIELDS FOR DISEASE

Submitted by Yellow-
head County

As our local producers be-
gin harvesting, Yellowhead 
County would like to remind 
all residents to keep an eye 
out for clubroot. Clubroot is a 
soil-borne disease that reduc-
es yields of cruciferous crops 
such as canola, mustards, and 
some vegetables.

The disease causes galls or 
clubs to form on the root sys-
tems of infected plants which 
restrict nutrient and water up-
take, leading to reduced crop 
yields. Higher rates of clubroot 
infection in soil lead to more 
severe crop yield loss. In 2015, 

new clubroot pathotypes were 
identified in the Edmonton re-
gion that are able to overcome 
resistant varieties of seed.

Please note that Yellowhead 
County Pest Inspectors will 
be scouting for this disease in 
canola and other Brassicaceae 
fields throughout the county 
from approximately August 
24th to September 30th. Scouts 
will be taking all possible pre-
ventative measures to limit the 
spread of the disease.

This disease spreads primar-
ily by soil movement from in-
fected fields to non-infected 
fields through farm machinery, 
vehicles, and off-highway ve-
hicles. It may also be spread 

by wind and water erosion. 
Equipment sanitation is es-
sential to preventing establish-
ment of clubroot.

Rotation of crops is highly 
recommended to prevent the 
severity of clubroot in one’s 
fields. Continuous cropping of 
canola may increase the likeli-
hood and severity of infection. 
There are no treatments cur-
rently available for clubroot 
infected fields/plants so pre-
vention practices are highly 
recommended. Some things 
you can do to prevent estab-
lishment of clubroot include:

• Check fields regularly and 
look for abnormalities such 
as galls and/or clubs on roots, 

premature ripening and/or 
wilting plants.

• Sanitize machinery, vehicles 
and equipment before moving 
in to a new area with a solution 
of 1% bleach and 99% water.

• Use clubroot resistant vari-
eties of seed for planting.

Please see www.clubroot.ca 
for more details or contact the 
Yellowhead County Agricul-
tural Department in the Wild-
wood County Office at: 53404 
Rge Rd 92A or call toll free: 1 
800 814-3935

The Wabamun Medical Clinic Is Open!!
Continued from Page 1

The Nurse Practitioner 
can order and interpret di-
agnostic tests, treat and 

manage acute and chronic 
conditions, prescribe medi-
cations, refer to specialists, 
etc. Book a “meet and greet” 
if you need a health care 

provider to manage your 
primary health care needs.

The opening and contin-
ued operation of the Clinic 
is a collaboration between 

the Village of Wabamun, 
Westview Primary Care 
Network, Parkland County, 
and the WPHCPRRC and 
WAMS. 
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TRUDEAU PROROGUES
PARLIAMENT AMID WE SCANDAL

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Justin Trudeau and the Lib-
eral government are wrapped 
up in a scandal once again; this 
time they needed to prorogue 
Parliament. Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau is under inves-
tigation by the Conflict of In-
terest and Ethics Commission-
er for the third time since 2015. 
First, he was under investiga-
tion for illegally accepting a va-
cation to the Aga Khan’s private 
island in 2016. Last year he was 
under investigation for the SNC 
Lavalin scandal. Now, Trudeau 
is dealing with his latest ethical 
lapse, the WE scandal

Back in April, Trudeau an-
nounced the Canada Student 
Service Grant (CSSG). This 
was one of many programs the 
government had announced 
to help Canadians get through 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
stated objective of the program 
was to deliver financial com-
pensation to students volun-
teering over the summer. These 

funds would have helped many 
youths finance their education 
upon returning to school in 
the fall. Instead, the money for 
this program ended up in the 
hands of Trudeau’s friends at 
WE Charity. The government 
repeatedly claimed that WE 
was the only organization ca-
pable of running this program 
despite the fact that WE Char-
ity had no experience running 
a program of this size ever be-
fore. When the $900,000,000 
contract was awarded it did 
not even go to WE Charity, it 
was sent to a shell corporation 
setup by WE with no financial 
history.

In July, WE Charity backed 
out of the deal after Conserva-
tives discovered that Trudeau 
did not recuse himself from 
the decision to award WE this 
contract. Additionally, it was 
discovered that Trudeau’s fam-
ily had received $500,000 in 
compensation from WE since 
he had been elected Prime 
Minister. Conservatives have 
been using the tools at our dis-

posal and working hard to get 
answers for Canadians. Since 
the news initially broke, the Fi-
nance Committee and the Eth-
ics Committee have been tire-
lessly attempting to get to the 
bottom of all of this. Conserva-
tives have made huge headway 
on this fact-finding mission. 
In fact, within 24 hours of MP 
Pierre Poilievre receiving 5000 
pages of redacted documents 
regarding the WE scandal, 
Minister of Finance Bill Mor-
neau resigned, and Trudeau 
asked the Governor General to 
prorogue parliament.

What does it really mean to 
prorogue Parliament? Many 
people have reached out ask-
ing questions as to what this 
means and why Trudeau can 
prorogue Parliament without 
holding a vote on it. The answer 
is that a sitting Prime Minister 
reserves the right to request 
that the Governor General pro-
rogue the House of Commons. 
Trudeau requested a proroga-
tion and his handpicked Gover-
nor General Julie Payette com-

plied. Proroguing the House of 
Commons effectively resets it 
to a post-election state without 
having an election. This means 
there is now no business on 
the docket and no committees 
formed. Already, during the 
COVID Committee, our ability 
to hold the Liberals to account 
was limited. Now, it is non-ex-
istent. A new throne speech 
will be delivered on September 
23rd and following that there 
will be a vote of no confidence  
and if passed, would trigger an 
election.

If Trudeau wanted to intro-
duce a throne speech and test 
the confidence of the House, 
he could have simply allowed 
these important committees to 
continue their work and then 
prorogue Parliament in the 
days before his proposed date 
for a Speech from the Throne 
(September 23rd). Instead he 
chose to shut down the Op-
position’s last avenue for ac-
countability so that he can 
avoid the tough questions.
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DON’T LET GOLFING PAIN
BE PAR FOR THE COURSE

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT GOLF

A little know-how can help 
golfers avoid unnecessary in-
jury. Considering the number 
of times a swing is repeated 
during a game, it’s not sur-
prising that the season often 
ends early for those who are 
not physically prepared.

Below are a few simple 
stretching techniques that 

can help prevent or reduce 
the impact of injuries:

Side bending stretch
1. Stand with feet shoul-

der-width apart.
2. Hold the golf club above 

your head with your arms 
straight.

3. Slowly bend to one side, 
without rotating, until you 

feel a stretch in the side of 
your back.

4. Hold for 15 seconds and 
repeat twice for each side.

Shoulder stretch
1. Hold the shaft of a golf 

club vertically behind your 
back.

2. Gently pull the club up 
with your top hand until you 

feel a slight stretch in the 
shoulder of your lower arm. 
Hold for 15 seconds.

3. Gently pull the club down 
with your bottom hand until 
you feel a stretch in the top 
shoulder and arm.

4. Hold for 15 seconds.
5. Reverse hand positions 

and repeat.

Golf is played all over the 
globe. Golf is one of the 
world’s oldest sports, boast-
ing a rich history. Golf is a 
sport of skill, that can involve 
not only athletic prowess, but 
also brain power. Here are 
some interesting facts about 
the game.

• To this date, golf is only one 
of two games to be played on 
the moon. The other is a jav-
elin throw.

• Long before the advent 
of tees, golfers played off of 
hand-built sand piles.

• In 1889, Ab Smith inad-
vertently coined the phrase 
“birdie,” when he hit a shot he 
defined as a “bird of a shot.”

• Making a hole-in-one 
during a round of golf is 
quite a challenge. However, 
the odds of making two are 
incredibly low, at one in 64 
million.

• Only around 20 percent of 
golfers have a handicap be-
low 18. The United States Golf 

Teachers Federation defines 
handicap as “a measure of a 
player’s current ability over 
an entire round of golf, signi-

fied by a number. The lower 
the number, the better the 
golfer is.”

• The word “caddy” comes 

from “cadet,” the French 
word for “student.”

• A regulation golf ball con-
tains 336 dimples.
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THE 
RCMP 

WANTS 
TO HEAR 

FROM 
YOUTH

Submitted by Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police

To best support young peo-
ple, we need to listen to them. 
That’s exactly why the RCMP 
has a National Youth Advisory 
Committee (NYAC).

Help us find the young lead-
ers who will make up the 
2020-2021 NYAC! Applicants 
must be:

-  Canadian residents
-  Between the ages of 13 and 

21
-  Ready to engage for two to 

four hours per month on an 
online forum, from October to 
June

The deadline to submit an 
application is September 11, 
2020.

What’s in it for them? There 
are many reasons youth 
should get involved, including:

• Help shape RCMP youth 
programs and strategies 

• Connect with youth from 
coast to coast to coast 

• Hear from and interact with 
RCMP officers and experts 

• Get a reference letter and 
volunteer hours

NYAC members discuss im-
portant issues they face in 
their communities. Their in-
sight can help create positive 
change. Help us spread the 
word. For all the details, visit 
the RCMP website.

“I really enjoyed being a part 
of the NYAC. I have a lot to say, 
and it feels great knowing that 
my perspective is reaching a 
larger audience who will use 
it to help others!” -  Ariel, 15 
years old, 2018 NYAC member 
from British Columbia

Quick facts
• Youth are a priority for the 

RCMP. The NYAC helps the 
RCMP create relevant youth 
programs. 

• The deadline to apply for 
the 2020-21 NYAC is Septem-
ber 11, 2020. 

• To request an application 
form, send an email to RCMP.
Youth-Jeunesse.GRC@rc-
mp-grc.gc.ca. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH: 
CANADIAN ENERGY CENTRE

Submitted by MLA Mark 
Smith | Drayton Valley – 
Devon Constituency

One of our mandates as a 
provincial government is to 
promote Canada as the sup-
plier of choice on an interna-
tional platform. In Alberta we 
truly understand the value 
of investing in our own oil 
and gas sector, not only for 
the benefit of our provincial 
economy but also for the 
individuals who rely on our 
resource industry to provide 
for their families. That is why 
the creation of The Canadi-
an Energy Centre (CEC) will 
help play a key role in our 
pursuit of global recogni-
tion while helping Albertans 
meet their bottom line. Also 
known as Alberta’s “Energy 
War Room”, our government 
is making an investment in 
the future of our natural re-
source industry.

The Canadian Energy Cen-
tre’s mandate is to promote 
Canada as the supplier of 
choice for the world’s grow-
ing demand for responsibly 
produced energy. It is an in-
dependent provincial corpo-
ration that is primarily sup-
ported by the Government 
of Alberta’s industry-funded 
Technology, Innovation and 
Emissions Reduction (TIER) 
Fund. Of the $30 million allo-
cated for the Canadian Ener-
gy Centre, $20 million will be 
generated by the upcoming 
Technology Innovation and 
Emissions Reduction system. 

The Canadian Energy Cen-
tre is also standing up for the 
533,000 Canadian jobs sup-
ported by the energy sector 
and continuing to fight for 
ethically sourced products. 
As Albertans we know that 
we have some of the best la-
bour standards in the world, 
combined with sustainably 
produced resources. It is im-
portant that we work to em-
phasize these successes on 
an international level. 

The CEC will push back 
against the coordinated cam-
paign to discredit the Ca-

nadian energy sector in real 
time and unapologetically 
defend our energy industry, 
our workers and our high en-
vironmental, social and gov-
ernance standards. Whether 
it was a result of fly in fly out 
celebrity virtue signalers or 
american funded NGOs like 
Tides, misinformation cam-
paigns have contributed to 
millions—if not billions—of 
lost investment, jobs, roy-
alties and revenues for our 
province. Using a mix of long 

form narratives, social me-
dia, proactive reporting and 
paid advertising campaigns 
the CEC will deliver the real 
story of Canadian energy on 
a national and international 
level. The CEC has three units 
that will work together to tell 
Canada’s energy story: A rap-
id response unit to issue swift 
responses to misinformation 
about Canadian oil and nat-
ural gas. A pro-active ener-
gy literacy unit that creates 
original content to elevate 

the general understanding of 
Canada’s energy sector and 
help the country take con-
trol of its energy story, and 
a data and research unit that 
centralizes and analyses data 
targeting investors, research-
ers, and policy makers. 

For ridings like Drayton 
Valley-Devon this will hope-
fully signal renewed vigor in 
our local industries and busi-
ness on a wide spectrum and 
across many areas. 
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SIGNS YOUR GUTTERS
ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR 

Fall is a great time to tackle 
projects around the house. The 
weather each fall allows home-
owners to make improvements 
to their homes’ exteriors with-
out worrying about extreme 
heat or cold, while interior proj-
ects like painting are made eas-
ier because homeowners can 
open the windows to allow for 
proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great time to 
prepare for upcoming projects 
that can make winter work that 
much easier. For example, fall is 
a great time to take stock of your 
gutters so you can address any 
issues before leaves begin to fall 
or the first snowstorm touches 
down. Compromised gutters 
can contribute to water issues 
in basements and adversely af-
fect a home’s foundation if not 
addressed immediately, so it 

behooves homeowners to learn 
the signs that gutters are in 
need of repair or replacement.

• Gutters hanging off the 
home: Gutters were once in-
stalled predominantly with 
spikes. However, many industry 
professionals now install gut-
ters with hanger brackets. Why 
the change? Spikes loosen over 
time, leading to the gutters 
hanging off the home. That can 
contribute to serious issues if left 
untreated. Gutters hanging off 
the home need not necessarily 
be replaced, but rather secured 
to the home, ideally with hang-
er brackets instead of spikes. 
Brackets hook into the front of 
the gutter and are then screwed 
into the fascia of a home. A 
professional who specializes in 
gutter repair can perform this 
task relatively quickly, and it’s an 

inexpensive yet highly effective 
solution.

• Gutter separation: Gutters 
that are no longer fastened to-
gether can leak and contribute 
to issues that affect the home’s 
foundation, siding and appear-
ance. Clogs and the accumula-
tion of debris can cause gutters 
to separate because they are 
not designed to hold too much 
weight. Replacement of sepa-
rated gutters may or may not be 
necessary depending on how 
big the problem is and the con-
dition of the existing gutters. If 
replacement is not necessary, 
separated gutters may be rem-
edied by securing the joints, an-
other relatively simple and inex-
pensive fix.

• Peeling exterior paint: Paint 
that appears to be peeling off 
of your home may indicate that 

water is seeping over the edge 
of the gutter closest to your 
home. When that happens, wa-
ter is coming down the side of 
the house, causing the paint to 
peel. In such instances, replac-
ing the gutters is often neces-
sary.

• Basement flooding: Not all 
signs of deteriorating gutters 
are outside a home. Many a 
homeowner has been flum-
moxed by flooding in their base-
ments, and such flooding can 
be caused by aging, ineffective 
gutters. That’s because deterio-
rating gutters sometimes allow 
water to leak near the founda-
tion of a home, contributing to 
basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to inspect 
gutters and have any issues 
fixed before leaves begin to fall 
or harsh winter weather arrives.
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LAUNDRY ROOM RENOVATIONS 
Does it seem like your 

hamper is always full and 
the washing machine is 
running constantly? You 
may not be imagining it. 
Laundry Butler for You, a 
wash, dry and fold service, 
says the average house-
hold washes 50 pounds of 
laundry a week and 6,000 
articles of clothing every 
year. Families with children 
at home are doing laundry 
most often, and those with 
pets may find there is am-
ple laundry to wash as well.

With so much laundry 
being generated, home-
owners may want to con-
sider paying extra attention 
to the space in the house 
where their clothing is 
being cleansed. Laundry 
room renovations may not 

top homeowners’ priority 
lists, but it may be time to 
give these rooms another 
look.

Assess your equipment
If your appliances are ag-

ing, a laundry room ren-
ovation can start with an 
investment in new appli-
ances. New models have 
large capacity loads, tend 
to be energy-efficient and 
could have innovative fea-
tures that help fit with your 
laundry lifestyle. Purchas-
ing front-loading models 
also can free up design 
space, as you can install a 
counter directly above the 
units, saving room for other 
items like drying racks.

Figure out your room 
needs

A laundry room need not 

be limited to laundry only. 
Many homeowners make 
large laundry rooms catch-
all spaces that can serve as 
utility or mud rooms, pan-
try overflows, or off-season 
storage areas. Consider 
the functions you want the 
room to serve and include 
those ideas in your designs.

Add some natural light
If possible, include a win-

dow in your laundry room. 
Natural light can help make 
the room more enjoyable. It 
also can help you identify 
stains on clothes that need 
to be addressed and make 
it easier to fold matching 
items like socks.

Think about a utility sink
Many washing machines 

drain out directly to waste 
pipes in the floor or wall, 

but you also can opt to have 
them empty into a utility 
sink. This sink also provides 
a convenient place to hand-
wash items, clean tools 
or paintbrushes, or store 
items that perhaps you do 
not want to bring into a 
bathroom or kitchen sink.

Include some flair
This utilitarian space need 

not be boring or bereft of 
design elements. Mirror 
your home’s style in the 
laundry room, and include 
wall hangings, plants, ac-
cent items, and even task 
lighting. Play up certain 
features with a bold floor 
tile or brightly colored walls.

Updating laundry rooms 
can be a great way to make 
doing laundry more enjoy-
able and efficient.
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TYPES OF HOME INSULATION
AND WHERE TO INSTALL THEM 

When thinking about reno-
vating their homes, homeown-
ers may imagine changing wall 
colors, expanding room sizes 
or upgrading appliances and 
fixtures. However, unless peo-
ple take inventory of the less 
glamourous components of 
the home, such as structure, 
plumbing, heating and cooling, 
and insulation, other improve-
ments may be for naught.

A home insulation project 
certainly doesn’t offer the wow 
factor of a kitchen remodel, but 
insulation serves a vital func-
tion in the house that helps 
keep people comfortable and 
reduces energy consumption. 
Insulation is typically placed in 
areas where air escapes, such 
as between the stud cavities in-
side the walls and in the attic, 
and serves to slow and reduce 

heat transfer.
The U.S. Department of En-

ergy says between 50 and 70 
percent of the energy used in 
homes is for heating and cool-
ing. By improving home insu-
lation, homeowners can make 
their homes more comfortable, 
consistent and efficient. In fact, 
the ENERGY STAR program 
overseen by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency says 
homeowners stand to save an 
average of 15 percent on heat-
ing and cooling costs by add-
ing proper insulation. To do so, 
homeowners can take a crash 
course in home insulation and 
find the products that fit their 
needs.

Blanket batts and rolls
Blanket batts and rolls typ-

ically are constructed with fi-
berglass, so proper safety gear, 

such as a mask and gloves, is 
needed when handling them. 
Installing this type of insulation 
is relatively easy since the ma-
terials are designed to fit the 
standard width between studs, 
rafters and floor joists.

Loose fill
Loose fill is usually made of 

fiberglass or cellulose (recy-
cled paper fiber). It is blown or 
sprayed into place with pneu-
matic equipment, according to 
The Home Depot. Loose fill can 
be ideal for hard-to-reach areas 
in attics or inside wall cavities. 
It’s good for adding insulation 
to irregularly shaped areas. 
Since it requires special equip-
ment, this is a job best left to 
professionals.

Sprayed foam
Sprayed foam is just as the 

name implies, a foam made 

from polyurethane, polyisocy-
anurate, cementitious, or oth-
er materials that are applied 
by a spray container. DIYers 
who need only small applica-
tions can use canned products 
. Large quantities are pres-
sure-sprayed by professionals.

Foam board/rigid foam panels
Ideal for unfinished walls, 

such as basement or founda-
tion walls, floors and ceilings, 
these are boards of polyure-
thane or polystyrene. Foam 
boards tend to reduce energy 
consumption more effectively 
than other types of insulation.

Homeowners considering 
upgrading their insulation or 
amending existing insulation 
should do their homework 
on the type of insulation that 
will be most effective for their 
homes.
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GET AHEAD OF CHIMNEY
REPAIR THIS SEASON 

Woodburning fireplaces or 
fuel stoves can add warmth 
and ambiance to a home. These 
appliances are particularly 
coveted in the cooler months 
when people spend more time 
indoors. Maintenance is neces-
sary in order for fireplaces and 
stoves to function safely, and 
that upkeep must include pay-
ing close attention to the func-
tionality of the chimney.

Chimneys are designed to last 
for decades. Cracks and spalling 
in brick chimneys are common 
concerns that can cause signif-
icant damage if left unchecked.

Chimney maintenance in-
volves more than cleaning the 
flue. Rather than running the 
risk of costly repairs, which can 
cost several thousand dollars, 
homeowners can take some 
simple steps to keep their chim-

neys in tip-top shape. Certain 
components of chimney main-
tenance are do-it-yourself tasks, 
while others may be better left 
to the professionals.

• Start from the inside 
and ensure that dampers are 
working properly. When using 
fireplaces and other appliances, 
dampers need to be open to al-
low smoke to vent outside; oth-
erwise, smoke will be trapped in 
the home and could lead to car-
bon monoxide buildup. Damp-
ers need to be fixed or replaced 
if they are not operational. Re-
placement fireplace dampers 
should be snug and not have 
any gaps, states Vertical Chim-
ney Care.

• Conduct a visual in-
spection of the chimney to 
check for any cracks or spalling. 
Spalling is the wearing away of 

masonry due to water, weather 
and time. If enough of the ma-
terial erodes, that erosion can 
adversely affect the structural 
integrity of the chimney. Some 
repairs can be made by patch-
ing up cracks or replacing miss-
ing bricks. Chimney tuckpoint-
ing is the process of repairing 
mortar.

• Think about water-
proofing the chimney to pre-
vent damage. A water sealant 
applied to the outside of the 
chimney can prevent moisture 
from breaking down the ma-
sonry.

• Inspect and replace 
the chimney cap if it is worn out. 
A chimney cap is a contraption 
that sits atop the chimney to 
allow the smoke to vent while 
also preventing critters and wa-
ter from going inside the flue, 

helping to extend the flue life. 
The chimney cap attaches to 
the flue liner, so outside dimen-
sions should be taken to ensure 
the cap is the right size for the 
chimney.

• Have the chimney 
swept. Sweeping helps remove 
the soot and debris that clings 
to the inside of the flue, known 
as creosote. The amount of time 
the fireplace is used will deter-
mine how often the chimney 
must be cleaned. Generally 
speaking, the chimney liner 
needs to be cleaned if it has 1/8-
inch or more of soot.

Regular inspection and main-
tenance can help keep a chim-
ney working safely for decades. 
For those who do not like work-
ing at such an elevation, leave 
exterior chimney repair to a cer-
tified professional.
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A BUYER’S GUIDE TO HOME
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 

Few experiences provide as 
much relief as walking into a 
cool room on a hot summer 
day. Air conditioning systems 
make such experiences possi-
ble, and homeowners’ decision 
in regard to which one to install 
in their homes is significant.

Homeowners may not know 
where to begin in regard to 
finding the right air condition-
ing system for their home. Ac-
cording to the Air-Conditioning, 
Heating, & Refrigeration Insti-
tute, the best systems provide 
steady, dependable perfor-
mance for many years when 
sized correctly for the home. 
Correct installation and routine 
maintenance also can ensure 
homeowners’ air conditioning 
systems withstand the test of 
time.

How do I know which size is 
best?

When shopping for new air 
conditioning systems, home-
owners must consider a host 
of factors to ensure they get 
the best match. The AHRI notes 
that the home’s age, the num-
ber and quality of its windows, 
how well it’s insulated, the 
number of stories it has, and its 
square footage are among the 
factors to consider. Homeown-
ers can benefit from working 
with trained technicians who 
can investigate each of these 
factors and recommend the 
correct system. The AHRI rec-
ommends homeowners ask 
their technicians to perform a 
Manual J analysis, which is a 
standardized formula that can 
help homeowners get the per-
fect system for their homes.

What about energy efficien-
cy?

Energy efficiency is an im-
portant consideration when 
purchasing a new air condition-
er for a home. Energy rates vary 
depending on where a person 
lives, but rates remain pretty 
high across the board. The En-
ergy Information Association 
notes that residential electricity 
rates increased throughout the 
United States by about 15 per-
cent between 2009 and 2019. 
An energy-efficient unit can 

help homeowners save con-
siderable amounts of money, 
so homeowners can ask their 
technicians to recommend en-
ergy-efficient units that suit 
their homes. A unit that ade-
quately cools a home without 
consuming a lot of costly elec-

tricity should be every home-
owner’s goal. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy employs the 
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Rat-
ing, or SEER, to inform consum-
ers about the efficiency of each 
air conditioner. This rating is 
noted on the Energy Guide® la-

bel on each unit, and the higher 
the number, the more efficient 
the unit.

Home air conditioning sys-
tems are costly. But the right 
choice of unit can keep homes 
cool without costing homeown-
ers a fortune in energy costs.
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BLUE-GREEN ALGAE (CYANOBACTERIA) 
BLOOM ADVISORY ISSUED FOR 

CHICKAKOO LAKE
Submitted by Alberta 

Health Services

PARKLAND COUNTY – A 
blue-green algae (cyanobac-
teria) bloom has been iden-
tified in areas of Chickakoo 
Lake. Residents living near the 
shores of this lake, as well as 
visitors to this lake, are ad-
vised to take the following 
precautions: 

• Avoid all contact 
with blue-green algae (cya-
nobacteria) blooms. If contact 
occurs, wash with tap water as 
soon as possible. 

• Do not swim or wade 
(or allow your pets to swim 
or wade) in any areas where 
blue-green algae (cyanobac-
teria) is visible. 

• Do not feed whole 
fish or fish trimmings from 

this lake to your pets. 
• Consider limit-

ing human consumption of 
whole fish and fish trimmings 
from this lake, as it is known 
that fish may store toxins in 
their liver. (People can safely 
consume fish fillets from this 
lake). 

As always, visitors and res-
idents are reminded to nev-
er drink or cook with un-

treated water directly from 
any recreational body of wa-
ter, including Chickakoo Lake, 
at any time. Boiling of this wa-
ter will not remove the toxins 
produced by blue-green algae. 
An alternate source of drink-
ing water should also be pro-
vided for pets and livestock, 
while this advisory is active. 

Blue-green algae is naturally 
occurring, and often becomes 
visible when weather condi-
tions are calm. Appearing like 
scum, grass clippings, fuzz or 
globs on the surface of wa-
ter, blue-green algae can be 
blue-green, greenish-brown, 
brown, and/or pinkish-red, 
and often smell musty or 
grassy. 

People who come in contact 
with visible blue-green algae 
or who ingest water contain-
ing blue-green algae may ex-
perience skin irritation, rash, 
sore throat, sore red eyes, 
swollen lips, fever, nausea 
and vomiting and/or diarrhea. 
Symptoms usually appear 
within one to three hours and 
resolve in one to two days. 
Symptoms in children are of-
ten more pronounced; how-
ever, all humans are at risk of 
these symptoms. 

Exposure to blue-green al-
gae may be fatal to pets. 

Weather and wind condi-
tions can cause algae blooms 
to move from one location in 
the lake to another. As such, 
this advisory will remain in ef-
fect for Chickakoo Lake, until 
further notice. 

Please note that areas of 
Chickakoo Lake in which the 
blue-green algae bloom is 
NOT visible can still be used 
for recreational purposes, 
even while this blue-green 
algae Health Advisory is in 
place. 

If you suspect a problem re-
lated to blue-green algae or if 
you require further informa-
tion on health concerns and 
blue-green algae, please call 
Health Link at 811. Additional 
information is also available 
online, at www.ahs.ca/bga. 

August 25, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.
com. C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-
967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Cheryl at 780-515-1755

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 892-
3150

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, 
Diane 780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-
2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Smithfield Community Hall, 
Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-
339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-
2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 
325-2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-
3787 or 325-2391

Services
Tutoring in your home, with 
PPE, or distance via phone/
internet.  Math tutor Gr. 9-12.  
Call 780-887-6212. (16) 26-05

WANTED: Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 

woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (12) 04-08

Landscaping
& Maintenance

Stump Grinder For Hire – 
Alberta Beach & Surround 
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28) 
05-05

August 25, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Computers

Computer Repairs ONLY $50. 
FREE REPAIRS for Single 
Parents and low income 
Seniors. For Sale good laptop 
refurbished with games, 
world pictures, select music 
and more for ONLY $125. 
DONATE used Laptops, 
Tablets, Cells for parts or 

repairs. Call 780-892-2407 (12) 
04-08

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: 
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, 
Split and delivered or pick up 
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full 
cords available. Call 780-967-
5835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 31-

03

Antiques
EVER AFTER ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES 4823 – 50 
Ave., Alberta Beach. Phone 
780-237-3528. OPEN: Thurs, 
Fri, Sat and some Sun, noon 
to 5 pm. Other times by 
chance or appointment. We 
buy and sell antiques and 
unique collectibles! (11) 16-06

Miscellaneous
SeaCan Storage Containers 
for sale, all sizes available, 10ft 
- 53ft. Located in Entwistle, 
4905 - 45 Ave. We Deliver, Call 
780-604-2276 or 780-727-
4062 (4) 04-08 OG

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 

55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
04-08 OG

Available, 2 Bdrm ($775) and 
1 Bdrm ($675) in Entwistle 
Bldg. at 4932-50A Avenue, 
DD $300. Tenant pays power, 
Smoke Free Bldg. Please call 
Ivanka 780-807-1300 (4) 18-08 
OG

Land For Sale
4 Acres 10 miles West of 
Drayton Valley, just off 
Highway 620. Fenced, seeded 
to grass, close to horse 
trails and Crown forestry. 
$56,000.00 Call 780-542-5782 
(4) 11-08

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local 
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your 
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to 
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19 

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated 
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to 
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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