
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

September 1, 2020
RCMP MAJOR CRIMES UNIT 

INVESTIGATE HOMICIDE

BUSINESS CREDIT 
AVAILABILITY PROGRAM

NEW TEMPORARY
PUBLIC POLICY

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Parkland RCMP and the 
Alberta RCMP Major Crimes 
Unit are investigating after 
an adult male was located 
deceased inside a residence 

on Paul Band First Nation.  
On August 30, 2020 at 

approximately 3:25 a.m., 
Parkland RCMP were dis-
patched to a report that a 
male had been shot inside a 
residence. 

An autopsy will be com-

pleted at the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner on 
September 2, 2020. RCMP 
Major Crimes Unit has car-
riage of this matter and are 
investigating this as a ho-
micide.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member 
of Parliament for Yellow-
head, would like to inform 
constituents that the Gov-
ernment of Canada has an-
nounced that the Business 

Credit Availability Program 
(BCAP) is extended to June 
2021 to support the flow of 
additional credit that busi-
nesses need to maintain 
operations and keep em-
ployees on the payroll.

Export Development Can-
ada (EDC) and the Business 

Development Bank of Can-
ada (BDC) will continue to 
work with lenders to sup-
port access to capital for 
Canadian businesses of all 
sizes in all sectors and re-
gions.  

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead 
wishes to inform constit-

uents that visitors who are 
currently in Canada and 
have a valid job offer will 
be able to apply for an em-
ployer-specific work permit 
and, if approved, receive the 

permit without having to 
leave the country. This tem-
porary policy change takes 
effect immediately.

Continued on Page 2
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CANADA EMERGENCY BUSINESS 
ACCOUNT DEADLINE EXTENDED

New Temporary Public Policy

RCMP Investigate Homicide

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

OTTAWA: Gerald Soroka, 
Member of Parliament for 
Yellowhead, would like to 
inform constituents that the 
Government of Canada has 
announced that the appli-
cation deadline for CEBA 
has been extended from 
August 31 to October 31, 

2020, and will also make the 
CEBA program available to 
those with qualifying pay-
roll or non-deferrable ex-
penses that were unable to 
apply due to not operating 
from a business banking 
account.

Details on this announce-

ment can be found at:  
https://www.canada.ca/
en/department-finance/
news/2020/08/govern-
ment-announces-great-
er-flexibility-and-exten-
sion-of-canada-emergen-
cy-business-account.html 

Continued from Page 1

To be eligible, an applicant 
looking to benefit from this 
temporary public policy 
must:

• Have a valid status in 
Canada as a visitor on Au-
gust 24, 2020  

• Remain in Canada
• Have a job offer
• Submit an application for 

an employer-specific work 
permit that is supported by 

a Labour Market Impact As-
sessment (LMIA) or 

• Have an LMIA-exempt 
offer of employment, no lat-
er than March 31, 2020 and 

• Meet all other standard 
admissibility criteria

This temporary public 
policy also provides the 
opportunity for applicants 
who meet these criteria and 
who had a valid work per-
mit in the past 12 months to 
begin working for their new 

employer before their work 
permit application has been 
fully approved. To do so, 
they need to follow the in-
structions for the process 
described here: https://
www.canada.ca/en/immi-
gration-refugees-citizen-
ship/services/work-can-
ada/permit/temporary/
after-apply-next-steps.ht-
ml#visitors 

Continued from Page 1

Investigation has deter-
mined that this was a target-
ed incident and not random. 

The Alberta RCMP Major 

Crimes Unit continues to 
investigate and are asking 
anyone with information 
regarding this homicide to 
contact the Parkland RCMP 
Detachment at 825-220-

7267.
No further details are 

available at this time. An up-
date will be provided when 
more information becomes 
available.  

September 1, 2020
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ALBERTA RCMP OFFICER INVOLVED 
SHOOTING IN EVANSBURG

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Evansburg, Alta. – On Au-
gust 30, 2020, at approx-
imately 4:15 p.m., Alberta 
RCMP received a “be on the 
lookout” (BOLO) for a sus-
pect wanted for an aggra-
vated assault and believed 
to be in possession of a fire-
arm that originated out of 
Onion Lake, Sask. A number 
of Alberta RCMP resources 
were deployed in an effort 
to locate this suspect within 
Alberta. 

As a result of further inves-
tigation by Alberta RCMP, it 
was learned that the sus-
pect’s cell phone informa-
tion indicated a possible 
location west of Edmonton. 
At approximately 8:30 p.m., 
the Alberta RCMP Emergen-
cy Response Team located 
the suspect vehicle heading 
westbound on Highway 16 
and attempted a traffic stop; 

however, the suspect vehicle 
failed to stop for police and 
a pursuit was initiated. 

While westbound near 
Entwistle, the deployment 
of a tire deflation device 
was successful. The suspect 
continued westbound until 
the vehicle came to a stop 
at Highway 16 near Range 
Road 73. An interaction 
occurred between RCMP 
members and the male sus-
pect, who was the sole occu-
pant of the vehicle, that led 
to officers firing their ser-
vice firearms.  

The RCMP Emergency Re-
sponse Team Emergency 
Medic provided first aid to 
the male immediately fol-
lowing the incident before 
emergency medical services 
arrived on scene to take 
over; however, the male was 
injured fatally and died on 
scene. No RCMP members 
were injured during this in-
cident.

The westbound lanes of 
Highway 16 near Range 
Road 73 remained closed to 
traffic until approximately 
3:30 a.m. on August 31, 2020.

The Director of Law En-
forcement has been noti-
fied and the Alberta Serious 
Incident Response Team 
(ASIRT) has been directed to 
investigate the circumstanc-
es surrounding the officer 

involved shooting and the 
actions of police. The RCMP 
will continue to investigate 
the events leading up to the 
confrontation with police. 

The Alberta RCMP will not 
be commenting further on 
this incident. All media in-
quiries about this incident 
should now be directed to 
ASIRT at 780-641-9099.

September 1, 2020
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SCHOOL HEALTH MEASURES NOW 
INCLUDE MANDATORY MASKS

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

As part of a number of new 
school safety measures to 
combat COVID-19, mask use 
for Grade 4 to 12 students, and 
all school staff, will be manda-
tory when school returns for 
the 2020-21 year. 

While mandatory mask use 
is for students in Grades 4 to 
12 and all staff, all students and 
staff in public, separate, Fran-
cophone, charter and indepen-
dent schools will receive two 
reusable masks from Alberta’s 
government. More than 1.6 
million masks will be distrib-
uted to 740,000 students and 
90,000 staff. Additional sin-
gle-use masks will be available 
at schools, if required.

Mask use will be mandatory 
for staff and teachers in all set-
tings where physical distanc-
ing cannot be maintained. Stu-
dents will be required to wear 
them in all shared and com-

mon areas such as hallways 
and on buses. Exemptions will 
be made for students and staff 
who are unable to wear a mask 
due to medical or other needs.

Mask use for kindergarten to 
Grade 3 students will continue 
to be optional. Mask use for 
younger children is a challenge 
due to difficulties with proper 
fit and compliance. In addition, 
evidence shows that children 
under 10 may be less likely 
than older children or adults to 
transmit COVID-19.

“The safety of our staff and 
students continues to be my 
number 1 priority. Since can-
celling in-person classes in 
March and developing our 
school re-entry plan, we have 
been clear that we would con-
tinue to adapt our guidelines 
as necessary based on current 
medical advice. These new 
safety measures will help pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19 in 
our schools, and we will con-
tinue to work with our school 

authorities to ensure they are 
equipped for a successful start 
to the school year.” - Adriana 
LaGrange, Minister of Educa-
tion 

“After reviewing the emerg-
ing evidence, it is clear that 
masks can play an important 
role in limiting the spread of 
COVID-19. I am not making 
this updated recommendation 
lightly, but acting on the best 
current evidence available. 
While masks are important, 
I want to stress that they are 
only one of the many public 
health measures in place to 
limit the spread of COVID-19 
and protect the health of stu-
dents, staff and families.” - Dr. 
Deena Hinshaw, Chief Medical 
Officer of Health for Alberta 

“CASS’ board of directors 
appreciates the government’s 
commitment to adapting Al-
berta’s health guidelines as new 
medical information becomes 
available and for ensuring 
school divisions are receiving 
the protective equipment they 
need for a successful transition 
back to school. This announce-
ment clearly demonstrates Al-
berta Education’s willingness 
to take the necessary steps 
to support the safety of staff 
and students. We appreciate 
their continued collaboration 
and support as we approach 
the beginning of a new school 
year.” - Bevan Daverne, presi-
dent, College of Alberta School 
Superintendents 

Alberta’s government re-
mains committed to adjusting 
the school re-entry guidelines 

based on current medical ad-
vice. The chief medical officer 
of health has been studying the 
evidence around masking in 
schools, and this decision is a 
direct result of evolving medi-
cal advice.

Face shields
School staff will receive one 

reusable face shield for their 
use in the schools. Shield use 
is at the discretion of the in-
dividual staff member. Plastic 
face shields can help reduce 
exposure but are not equiva-
lent to masks. A mask must still 
be worn while wearing a face 
shield.

Hand sanitizer
About 466,000 litres of hand 

sanitizer will be distributed be-
tween all school authorities. 
The specific volume provided 
to an individual school author-
ity will be based on student 
population.

Thermometers
Each school will receive two 

contactless thermometers to 
assist with managing student 
and staff health. Thermometer 
use will be at the discretion of 
the school authority.

Staff testing
Alberta Health and Alberta 

Health Services are working 
hard to expand testing capacity 
and reduce turnaround times 
for testing, including in-school 
staff, teachers and students, so 
that anyone with symptoms or 
close contacts of cases can be 
rapidly tested and receive test 
results promptly.

Continued on Page 15
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BLUE-GREEN ALGAE (CYANOBACTERIA) 
BLOOM ADVISORY ISSUED FOR MINK LAKE
Submitted by Alberta 

Health Services

PARKLAND COUNTY – A 
blue-green algae (cyanobac-
teria) bloom has been iden-
tified in areas of Mink Lake. 
Residents living near the 
shores of this lake, as well as 
visitors to this lake, are ad-
vised to take the following 
precautions: 

•	 Avoid all contact 
with blue-green algae (cya-
nobacteria) blooms. If con-

tact occurs, wash with tap 
water as soon as possible. 

•	 Do not swim or 
wade (or allow your pets to 
swim or wade) in any areas 
where blue-green algae (cya-
nobacteria) is visible. 

•	 Do not feed whole 
fish or fish trimmings from 
this lake to your pets. 

•	 Consider limit-
ing human consumption of 
whole fish and fish trimmings 
from this lake, as it is known 
that fish may store toxins in 

their liver. (People can safely 
consume fish fillets from this 
lake). 

As always, visitors and res-
idents are reminded to never 
drink or cook with untreat-
ed water directly from any 
recreational body of water, 
including Mink Lake, at any 
time. Boiling of this water will 
not remove the toxins pro-
duced by blue-green algae. 
An alternate source of drink-
ing water should also be pro-
vided for pets and livestock, 

while this advisory is active. 
Blue-green algae is natu-

rally occurring, and often be-
comes visible when weather 
conditions are calm. Appear-
ing like scum, grass clippings, 
fuzz or globs on the surface 
of water, blue-green algae 
can be blue-green, green-
ish-brown, brown, and/or 
pinkish-red, and often smell 
musty or grassy. 

People who come in con-
tact with visible blue-green 
algae or who ingest water 
containing blue-green algae 
may experience skin irrita-
tion, rash, sore throat, sore 
red eyes, swollen lips, fever, 
nausea and vomiting and/
or diarrhea. Symptoms usu-
ally appear within one to 
three hours and resolve in 
one to two days. Symptoms 
in children are often more 
pronounced; however, all 
humans are at risk of these 
symptoms. 

Exposure to blue-green al-
gae may be fatal to pets. 

Weather and wind condi-
tions can cause algae blooms 
to move from one location in 
the lake to another. As such, 
this advisory will remain in 
effect for Mink Lake, until 
further notice. 

Please note that areas of 
Mink Lake in which the blue-
green algae bloom is NOT 
visible can still be used for 
recreational purposes, even 
while this blue-green algae 
Health Advisory is in place. 

If you suspect a problem re-
lated to blue-green algae or if 
you require further informa-
tion on health concerns and 
blue-green algae, please call 
Health Link at 811. Additional 
information is also available 
online, at www.ahs.ca/bga. 

Alberta Health Services is 
the provincial health author-
ity responsible for planning 
and delivering health sup-
ports and services for more 
than four million adults and 
children living in Alberta. Its 
mission is to provide a pa-
tient-focused, quality health 
system that is accessible and 
sustainable for all Albertans. 
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SIMPLE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR PANTRY 
People have been spend-

ing more time at home in 
2020 than in years past, and 
certain projects around the 
house have become a priority. 
One home improvement idea 
that serves the double ben-
efit of creating organization 
and making cooking at home 
more efficient is to reimagine 

the kitchen pantry.
A pantry is a room or clos-

et where food, beverages and 
linens or dishes are stored. 
Pantries can be highly use-
ful spaces that provide an-
cillary storage in kitchens. 
Many modern homes are 
equipped with pantries, but 
older homes may require 

some modification to create 
more useful pantries. Wheth-
er starting from scratch or 
modifying an existing pantry, 
these tips can help projects go 
more smoothly.

• Maximize vertical storage. 
Utilizing vertical areas can 
help increase storage capac-
ity. Build in extra nooks by 

investing in undershelf stor-
age baskets. These baskets 
can instantly create designat-
ed areas for different types 
of ingredients. Homeowners 
also can look for ways to use 
the inside of cabinet doors or 
add extra shelves on walls or 
in eaves.

• Consider your needs. Figure 
out which items you would 
like to store in the pantry and 
then shop for corresponding 
storage systems. For example, 
storage solutions may feature 
wine bottle racks, baskets for 
potatoes and other produce, 
shelving for small applianc-
es, and even pull out racks for 
baking pans or cutting boards.

• Use clear storage. Put in-
gredients in clear, airtight 
containers of similar dimen-
sions so that you can easily 
find items you need. Transfer 
bulky items, like cereals and 
baking supplies, to storage 
containers for uniformity.

• Store bulk items elsewhere. 
Bulk shopping can be cost-ef-
ficient, but bulk items can 
quickly eat up real estate in 
the pantry. Designate another 
area for non-perishable bulk 
products, like paper goods or 
canned items, such as in a ga-
rage or utility room.

• Pull out drawers are con-
venient. Pull-out drawers can 
reduce the need to seek and 
reach for items. These draw-
ers conveniently roll out so 
items in the back can be ac-
cessed without disturbing 
foods in the front. Drawers 
can be custom built for any 
pantry space.

• Make it accessible. Think 
about who will be taking items 
from the pantry. Put children’s 
snacks on the bottom pantry 
shelf where they can reach 
them, and then organize other 
shelves for adults in the home.

A pantry remodel can add 
valuable storage space and 
make one of the busiest 
rooms in the house operate 
more efficiently.
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UNDERSTANDING R-VALUES 
Insulation recommenda-

tions are based on certain 
factors that coordinate with 
regional climate zones to 
increase energy efficiency. 
These factors are known as 
R-values. The R in R-value 
stands for “resistance,” and 
refers to how certain prod-
ucts resist the flow of heat 
through walls, floors and 
ceilings. Products should 
reduce heat escape so heat 
is kept on the right side of 

the wall. In summer this 
means outdoors, in winter 
it means indoors. R-values 
relate not only to insulation, 
but also to walls, windows 
and other barriers. R-val-
ues also coordinate to the 
type, thickness and density 
of the material being used. 
The higher the R-value, the 
more resistant to heat the 
product is. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy coordinates 
R-value to climate zones 

1 through 7 (1: Tip of Flori-
da; 7: Canadian border). A 
higher R-value is needed in 
Zone 7 and a lower R-val-
ue is necessary in Zone 1. 
Those embarking on home 
improvement projects that 

involve choosing between 
R-values are urged to speak 
with a professional or to vis-
it the Department of Energy 
website (www.energy.gov) 
to determine which R-Value 
is ideal for their homes.
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HOME BUYING DURING THE
COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

Homeowners know that 
the process of buying a 
home can be both exciting 
and nervewracking. The 

anxiety associated with 
buying a home has hit new 
heights during the outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus 

COVID-19.
Historically low interest 

rates and limited invento-
ry has made 2020 an espe-
cially unique time to buy a 
home. It’s also a competitive 
and potentially expensive 
time to buy a home. While 
the economic consequenc-
es of COVID-19 have been 
severe, the Federal Nation-
al Mortgage Association, 
also known as Fannie Mae, 
forecasted a significant 
increase in median home 
prices in March 2020. City 
dwellers have scrambled to 
buy homes outside of cities, 
where social distancing is 
more difficult and the risk 
of getting COVID-19 ap-
pears greater than it is in 

suburban or rural settings. 
That’s led to a lot of com-
petition among prospective 
buyers.

Prospective home buyers 
willing to enter the hectic 
fray and shop for a home 
during the COVID-19 out-
break may benefit from 
knowing what to expect as 
they search for their next 
home.

• Get ready for virtual 
tours. Buyers might once 
have scoffed at the notion of 
buying a home they’d only 
seen in videos, but virtual 
tours have become the new 
normal in the wake of the 
pandemic. An April survey 
from the National Associa-
tion of Realtors® found that 
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Home Buying During The COVID-19 Outbreak 
home tours had declined 
sharply. While 98 percent 
of realtors reported taking 
clients on home tours as 
recently as February, that 
number had declined to 63 
percent by April. As many 
regions pause their re-
opening plans, prospective 
home buyers should ready 
themselves for virtual tours 
as opposed to in-person 
home tours.

• Expect limited inventory. 
While home prices are up, 
many people are holding 
onto their homes. The NAR 
reports that total housing 
inventory at the end of May 
2020 was down nearly 19 
percent from the end of May 
2019. Buyers will have less 
inventory to choose from, 
so those intent on buying 

may need to prioritize what 
they need in a home and 
focus on finding properties 
that can fulfill those needs.

• Expect to move quickly. 
Realtors have seen homes 
sell within days of being 
listed, and that has put 
pressure on buyers to move 
quickly. It also highlights 
the importance of finding 
a home inspector before 
your search begins as well 
as a lender who can handle 
quick closings. Ask around 
for recommendations, but 
make sure you have these 
two important profession-
als lined up before begin-
ning your search. Doing 
so will give you a better 
chance of buying in an un-
usual time.

• Make the best down pay-

ment you can afford. A high 
down payment makes buy-
ers look better no matter 
the state of the economy. An 
offer with a high down pay-
ment looks like a stronger 
offer, and that can make the 

difference between winning 
and losing a potential bid-
ding war.

Buying a home during the 
COVID-19 outbreak pres-
ents some unique challeng-
es to prospective buyers.
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Winter is coming, and for 
millions of people who reside 
in areas of the country that see 
the mercury drop considerably 
between December and March, 
that means prioritizing stay-
ing warm. Inefficient or aging 
housing materials may com-
promise your ability to do just 
that.

Drafts from doors, poorly 
protected attics and basements 
and aging windows may force 
heating systems to work extra 
hard to maintain interior tem-
peratures.

Replacing old windows can 
make a home quieter by block-
ing out exterior noises. Con-
sumer Reports also notes that 
new windows are often easier 
to clean and maintain than 
older varieties.

Many homeowners are inter-
ested in replacing their win-
dows, but may not know where 
to start. These guidelines can 
help the process along.

1. Get several estimates. Ask 
for recommendations from 
neighbors or other people in 
your area on which compa-
nies they used to install their 
replacement windows. When 
you interview the prospects, 
ask several questions about 
how they go about installing 
the windows. Questions can 
include:

• How long will the project 
take?

• Will I need to remain home 
during the process?

• Do you discard of old de-
bris?

• What is the protocol for 

installation during inclement 
weather?

2. Research permits. Most 
home renovation projects need 
to be approved by the local 
municipality. Go to the permit 
office and find out the require-
ments. Some window contrac-
tors will include securing per-
mits in the cost of the project. 
After the project is completed, 
an inspector will come by and 
ensure the work was done ac-
cording to code.

3. Change up the appearance. 
Look at the type of hardware 
you have around the home 
and other fixtures. Choose 
windows that have locks or 
latches that can match those 
features for continuity of style. 
Think about choosing a differ-
ent style or frame color of the 
window, or a different type of 
window to improve efficiency 
and function.

4. Research top window man-

ufacturers. It’s tempting to pur-
chase windows based on price 
alone, but replacement win-
dows are often a decision that 
only has to be made once or 
twice for the life of the home. 
Invest in durable windows that 
will have staying power. Con-
sumer Reports offers unbiased 
reviews on various window 
brands and can help home-
owners make sound decisions.

5. Prepare for installation. 
Clear pathways, remove win-
dow treatments and discon-
nect window alarm systems. 
Plan for one to two days of 
installation, advises Andersen 
Windows and Doors. Keep pets 
and children away from work 
areas.

Replacement windows can be 
a smart investment. New win-
dows can improve the look of 
a home, reduce heating costs 
and can keep interior spaces 
comfortable.

September 1, 2020

5 TIPS TO PREPARE FOR
WINDOW REPLACEMENT 
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School Health		
Measures Now Include		
Mandatory Masks
Continued from Page 4

All supplies will be distrib-
uted to school authorities by 
the beginning of the 2020-21 
school year. Authorities will 
then distribute to individual 
schools, staff and/or students 
based on the needs of their 
own communities.

Provincial health guidance 
for a safe return to school will 
continue to evolve as neces-
sary to reflect the latest ev-
idence on the nature of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Individual school author-
ities are developing return-
to-school plans that meet the 
needs of their own commu-
nities. These plans are based 
on direction provided under 
the provincial school re-entry 
plan, and supporting health 
guidance documents.

Alberta’s Recovery Plan is 
a bold, ambitious long-term 
strategy to build, diversify, and 
create tens of thousands of 

jobs now. By building schools, 
roads and other core infra-
structure we are benefiting our 
communities. By diversifying 
our economy and attract-
ing investment with Canada’s 
most competitive tax environ-
ment, we are putting Alberta 
on a path for a generation of 
growth. Alberta came together 
to save lives by flattening the 
curve and now we must do the 
same to save livelihoods, grow 
and thrive.

Quick facts
• Alberta’s government an-

nounced students and staff 
would return to school under 
scenario 1 – near-normal daily 
operations with health mea-
sures – on July 21.

• School authorities are re-
quired to be prepared to move 
between the three scenari-
os outlined in the provincial 
school re-entry plan. Changes 
to scenarios will be determined 
by Alberta Education.
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH
Submitted by MLA Mark 

Smith | Drayton Valley – 
Devon Constituency

In the 2019 Provincial 
Election the United Conser-
vative Party ran on a plat-
form of reducing govern-
ment spending by trying to 
find about 3 cents of savings 
for every dollar spent by 
the government.  The debt 
under the previous govern-
ment had grown to close 
to $63 billion dollars, the 
economy was in a recession 
and who ever was elected 
was going to have to start 
to address the debt and 
government spending.  Be-
tween finding efficiencies 
and growing the economy 
the UCP government be-
lieved it could eventually 
have a balanced budget 
and then begin looking at 
how best to reduce the debt 
that the government had 
accrued.  

Alberta has been hit espe-
cially hard by the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the oil price crash and an 
already weakened econ-
omy.  On August 27, 2020 
the Minister of Finance 
presented Albertans with a 
provincial update and the 
fiscal reality that Albertans 
must now face is serious 
indeed.  Here are some of 
the numbers you need to 
know:

Revenue is down
•	 Resource revenue 

has dropped drastically to 
$1.2 billion a $3.9 billion 
decrease.

•	 Bitumen royalties 
of $686 million are fore-
cast, $2.5 billion lower.  

•	 Personal income 
tax revenue is forecast at 
$10.7 billion a $1.9 billion 
decrease.

•	 Corporate income 
tax is forecast at $2.1 billion 
which is $2.4 billion lower.  

•	 Total Revenue is 
projected to be $38.4 bil-
lion a decline of $11.5 bil-
lion or 23% from Budget 
2020. 

The Deficit and Debt are 
up

•	 The yearly deficit 

now sits at $24.2 billion – 
$16.8 billion higher than es-
timated in Budget 2020.

•	 Alberta now faces a 
debt burden of $99.6 billion, 
or $22,400 per Albertan.

•	 Interest payments 
on the debt have increased 
by $21 million and is a net 
$154 million higher.

The Economy is struggling
•	 M a n u f a c t u r i n g 

shipments and goods ex-
ports are down 20%.

•	 Non-Energy ex-
ports are down more than 

10%.
•	 Drilling rig activi-

ty is down nearly 80% on a 
year to year basis. 

•	 Investment in oil 
and gas extraction is fore-
cast to fall by over $8 billion 
or more than 30%.

When the Premier told Al-
bertans that a time of eco-
nomic reckoning was com-
ing he was not exaggerating.  
Albertans have not faced 
these kinds of economic 
times since the “Great De-
pression”.   But we are not 

without hope!  Albertans 
are a hard-working, entre-
preneurial people who are 
prepared to pull together, 
address the problems set 
before them and work to 
overcome our challenges.  
That was the message of the 
Finance Minister in his up-
date to Albertans.  We will 
face the challenges, we will 
work towards living within 
our means and we will work 
hard to grow the economy 
and provide a pathway of 
hope for all Albertans.  

September 1, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Garage Sales

September 5 & 6 from 10am-
5pm. China, BMP, Art Glass, 
Jello.Nalley Discs, Old Glass 
5 Gallon Container, 6.4 ft 
Tonneau Cover, Airflow 
Tailgate, Coffee Tables, Tools, 
Diesel Oil and MORE STUFF! 
53008 RR 84, Phone 780-325-
3787 or 780-621-2548 (1) 01-09

Services
Tutoring in your home, with 
PPE, or distance via phone/

internet.  Math tutor Gr. 9-12.  
Call 780-887-6212. (16) 26-05

WANTED: Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (12) 04-08

Computers
Computer Repairs ONLY $50. 
FREE REPAIRS for Single 
Parents and low income 
Seniors. For Sale good laptop 
refurbished with games, 
world pictures, select music 

and more for ONLY $125. 
DONATE used Laptops, 
Tablets, Cells for parts or 
repairs. Call 780-892-2407 (12) 
04-08

Landscaping
& Maintenance

Stump Grinder For Hire – 
Alberta Beach & Surround 
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28) 
05-05

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: 

Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, 
Split and delivered or pick up 
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full 
cords available. Call 780-967-
5835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 31-
03

Miscellaneous
SeaCan Storage Containers 
for sale, all sizes available, 10ft 
- 53ft. Located in Entwistle, 
4905 - 45 Ave. We Deliver, 
Call 780-604-2276 or 780-
727-4062 (4) 01-09 OG

For Rent
Available, 2 Bdrm ($775) and 
1 Bdrm ($675) in Entwistle 
Bldg. at 4932-50A Avenue, 
DD $300. Tenant pays power, 
Smoke Free Bldg. Please call 
Ivanka 780-807-1300 (4) 18-08 
OG

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
01-09 OG

HOUSE FOR RENT in SEBA 
BEACH: Available from mid-
September to May 2021. 
Furnished 1,000-square-
feet home, three bedrooms, 
laundry. Rent is $850 per 
month with first month’s 
rent and damage deposit 
due to start. Includes free 
satellite TV and water. Renter 
pays for heat, electricity, and 
sewage disposal. Call Wade 
at 780-686-9915. (2) 01-09

Land For Sale
4 Acres 10 miles West of 
Drayton Valley, just off 
Highway 620. Fenced, seeded 
to grass, close to horse 
trails and Crown forestry. 
$56,000.00 Call 780-542-5782 
(4) 11-08
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In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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