
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

September 29, 2020
ARMY CADETS TO

 RESUME TRAINING

RCMP RESPOND TO
GUN COMPLAINT

Submitted by RR Heinz, 
CD, Captain, Command-
ing Officer, 3053 (Lac Ste 
Anne) RCACC 

Under the authority of the 
National Formation, the 
Canadian Cadet Movement 
is preparing to resume lim-
ited training beginning in 
October. 

The staff and cadets of 
3053 (Lac Ste Anne) Roy-
al Canadian Army Cadet 
Corps are excited for our 
training to begin Wednes-
day October 7th. 

We will eagerly meet for 
the first time since mid-
March at the Onoway Her-
itage Centre at 7pm at the 
museum entrance. 

There will be several ma-
jor changes that will be ob-
served due to the ongoing 
Covid 19 situation.

All cadets, staff and adults 
in close contact with the 
youth will be required to 
wear non-medical masks 
inside and outside. Person-
al masks will be accepted to 
wear until the unit receives 
enough masks from the Ca-

nadian Armed Forces for 
all cadets and staff. All pro-
vincial and building health 
orders will be followed in-
cluding hand washing and 
social distancing as much 
as possible .

ONLY cadets and staff will 
be allowed into the building 
during training and a duty 
desk will be set up outside 
for people to pass on infor-
mation eg.

Continued on Page 7

Submitted by White-
court RCMP

The Whitecourt RCMP 
have taken one male into 
custody following a 911 re-
port that a male in distress 
was in possession of a gun.

At 1:22 p.m on September 
15, 2020, RCMP responded 
to a request for assistance 
on 51 Street near 54 Avenue.  

A male, threatening harm 
to himself, was outside a 
residence.  In the interest of 
public safety, nearby road-
ways were blocked to traffic 
while the RCMP made con-
tact with the adult male.  He 
was taken into police custo-
dy without issue and a load-
ed gun was recovered from 
his person.

This situation unfolded 

very quickly and the RCMP 
had the man secured with-
in minutes of responding to 
the 911 call.  No one in the 
public was threatened or 
involved in this incident.

Further information will 
not be provided as this in-
vestigation continues by 
the RCMP.



Page 2     CommunityVOICE

COUNTY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Submitted by Lac Ste. 

Anne County

COUNCIL MEETINGS
• October 7, 2020 - Munic-

ipal Planning Commission 
Meeting

• October 14, 2020 - Coun-
ty Council Meeting

• October 28, 2020 - Coun-
ty Council Meeting

Council meetings are 
held the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month 
unless otherwise noted. 
Meetings begin at 9:30 am. 
Please visit LSAC.ca/agen-
das for meeting agendas. To 
address Council, appoint-
ments must be booked at 
least 8 working days prior.

UTILITY PAYMENTS DUE
On Oct. 1, 2020, unpaid 

Solid Waste Utility amounts 
will be transferred to stan-
dard utility collections 
where the customer is the 
property owner.

RURAL BEAUTIFICATION 
DEADLINE EXTENDED

Enter by September 30 for 

a shot at some great prizes!
Visit LSAC.ca/horticulture 

to share the diversity of 
trees, shrubs and perenni-
als in your landscape! Enter 
before September 30 and:

• Receive a gardeners gift 
package

• Be entered to win the 
grand prize or one of 10 
subsidiary prizes

PHOTO CONTEST VOT-
ING TO BEGIN SOON

Submit your pics by Octo-
ber 8.

Have some photos you’re 
proud of? Enter them into 
the County’s photo contest 
for a chance to win one of 
twelve $100 prizes! The 
winning pics will also be 
featured in the County cal-
endar at the end of the con-
test.

Visit LSAC.ca/photo-con-
test to enter by October 8. 
Photos will be posted on 
the County website, where 
the public can vote for their 
favourites.

NEW TOOL ALERTS US-

ERS TO CRITICAL COUNTY 
NEWS

Customize alerts via text, 
email, voice mail or social 
media.

The County has launched 
a new service called Coun-
ty Connect that lets users 
opt in to get critical notifi-
cations as they happen, via 
the devices and channels 
they choose. Register at 
countyconnect.ca to start 
receiving alerts on fire bans, 
service interruptions, road 
conditions, Council mo-
tions and other important 
local news. You can also opt 
in for emergency alert mes-
sages from Canada’s na-
tional emergency alerting 
system (Alert Ready).

When you register, you 
can select which types of 
critical alerts you want to 
receive, and how to receive 
them (phone, text, email or 
social media). Visit county-
connect.ca today and stay 
in the loop like never be-
fore.

September 29, 2020
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AS FIRE PREVENTION WEEK™ 
APPROACHES, SPRUCE GROVE FIRE 

SERVICES REMINDS RESIDENTS TO “SERVE 
UP FIRE SAFETY IN THE KITCHEN!™”

Submitted by City of 
Spruce Grove

Spruce Grove Fire Services 
is teaming up with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) — the official 
sponsor of Fire Prevention 
Week for more than 90 years 
— to promote this year’s Fire 
Prevention Week campaign, 
“Serve Up Fire Safety in the 
Kitchen!” The campaign 
works to educate everyone 
about  simple but import-
ant actions they can take to 

keep themselves and those 
around them safe.  

Cooking is the leading 
cause of home fires and 
home fire injuries in Cana-
da. The majority of report-
ed home fires started in the 
kitchen. Most home fires 
start with the ignition of food 
or other cooking materials.

“We know cooking fires can 
be prevented,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice-president of out-
reach and advocacy at NFPA. 
“Staying in the kitchen while 
cooking, using a timer, and 
avoiding distractions such 
as electronics or TV are steps 
everyone can take to keep 
families safe in their homes.” 

 Spruce Grove Fire Services 
encourages all residents to 
embrace the 2020 Fire Pre-
vention Week theme.

“The most important step 

you should take before mak-
ing a meal is to Serve Up 
Fire Safety in the Kitchen!” 
said Fire Prevention Officer 
Ryan Harley. “A cooking fire 
can grow quickly. I have seen 
many homes damaged and 
people injured by fires that 
could easily have been pre-
vented.”

Spruce Grove Fire Services 
wants to share safety tips 
to keep you from having a 
cooking fire.

• Never leave cooking 
food unattended. Stay in the 
kitchen while you are frying, 
grilling or broiling food. If 
you have to leave, even for a 
short time, turn off the stove.

• If you are simmering, bak-
ing, roasting, or boiling food, 
check it regularly. Remain in 
the home while food is cook-
ing, and use a timer to remind 

you that you’re cooking.
• You have to be alert when 

cooking. You won’t be alert 
if you are sleepy, have tak-
en medicine or drugs, or 
have consumed alcohol that 
makes you drowsy.

• Always keep an oven mitt 
and pan lid nearby when 
you’re cooking. If a small 
grease fire starts, slide the lid 
over the pan to smother the 
flame. Turn off the burner, 
and leave the pan covered 
until it is completely cool.

• Have a “kid-free zone” of 
at least 1 metre around the 
stove and areas where hot 
food or drink is prepared or 
carried. 

For more information 
about Fire Prevention Week 
and cooking fire prevention, 
visit https://www.nfpa.org/
fpw.
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TIPS FOR NEWCOMERS TO THE GAME OF GOLF
Few hobbies can be as en-

joyable one moment and as 
frustrating the next as golf. 
Golfers know a great putt 
can be quickly followed by 
a bad tee shot, and main-
taining their composure 
through the highs and lows 
of the game is a key to suc-
cess on the links.

Maintaining that compo-
sure isn’t always easy, even 
for the professionals. It’s even 
more difficult for beginners, 
who quickly learn the game 
of golf involves more than 
just spending sunny week-
end afternoons on pristine 
golf courses. In fact, golf can 
be quite demanding, and 
beginners would be wise to 
heed a few tips before hit-
ting the course.

* Don’t commit to an ex-
pensive set of clubs right off 
the bat. Golf clubs can be 
very expensive, so beginners 
should buy an affordable 
secondhand set of clubs so 
they can get the hang of 
what they like before spend-
ing a lot of money. Visit a pro 
shop and explain that you 
are just a beginner. The shop 
will likely make some valu-
able suggestions and might 
even let you try out a pair of 
clubs. In addition, many driv-
ing ranges allow customers 
to rent clubs, and this can 
be a great and inexpensive 
way to find the right clubs 
for you.

* Take lessons. Even the 
very best at self-teaching 
might find it extremely diffi-

cult to become a self-taught 
golfer. When first trying your 
hand at golf, take some les-
sons and don’t expect to be 
playing 18 holes any time 
soon. Before hitting the 
course, where you might be 
discouraged and you might 
frustrate those golfing be-
hind you, learn the funda-
mentals by taking a few 
lessons at the driving range. 
Learn from a professional, 
who won’t offer you any hid-
den secrets to golfing glory 
(there aren’t any) but will 
offer sound advice on the 
game’s fundamentals.

* Take the game home with 
you. Beginners can even 

take advantage of golf’s 
vast popularity by taking 
the game home with them. 
This doesn’t mean building a 
putting green in your back-
yard. Rather, purchase some 
instructional DVDs to learn 
the game during your down 
time throughout the week. 
Many golfers don’t have time 
to hit the links during the 
week, but they do have time 
to watch some DVDs when 
they get home from work. 
Such instructional DVDs can 
help you master your grip 
and stance, which you can 
then take with you to the 
course over the weekend.

* Have fun. Golf is a fun 

game; it just takes time to 
hone your skills. But even if 
you aren’t ready for the pro-
fessional tour after your first 
few rounds, you can still have 
fun. Don’t let some begin-
ner’s frustration, which ev-
ery golfer experiences, ruin 
the fun of the game. Take 
note of your surroundings 
when you hit the links, and 
appreciate the time you’re 
spending with your group. 
If the game becomes more 
a source of frustration than 
fun, then take a break and 
put in some more work away 
from the course, be it at the 
driving range or studying at 
home.



Page 6     CommunityVOICE September 29, 2020

RCMP REMIND ALBERTANS TO PRACTICE 
RAIL SAFETY

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Edmonton - In support of 
Rail Safety Week, the RCMP 
reminds Albertans to exer-
cise caution near rail cross-
ings and dissuades individ-
uals from trespassing onto 
tracks. In 2019, Alberta had 
the second highest number 
of total railway crossing in-
cidents, accounting for 20% 
of all incidents across the 
country. 

Alberta RCMP 2019 juris-
diction statistics:

- In 2019, there were 35 
crossing incidents across 
Alberta. Of these incidents, 
11 resulted in serious injury 
or death.

- In 2019, Alberta reported 
the second highest number 
of trespassing incidents per 
province across the country.

- There were 14 trespass-
ing incidents on Alberta rail 
lines in 2019. 13 of these in-
cidents resulted in serious 
injury or death. 

These incidents are both 
tragic and avoidable. In col-
laboration with Canadian 
Pacific Police Service (CPPS) 
and Operation Lifesaver, we 
encourage individuals to 
practice the following safety 
when near railway tracks:

• Stop behind 
marked lines when red 
crossing lights are flashing 
or arms are down. Wait un-
til the flashing lights have 
stopped or the arms have 
raised fully before crossing 
the intersection. 

• Look in both di-
rections for an oncoming 
train at uncontrolled railway 
crossings. 

• If you see a train 
coming, do not cross the 
tracks. Trains may appear 
farther away and slower, but 
this is due to their large size 
and are likely closer than 
they appear.

• Avoid trespassing 
across tracks on railway 
property, this can lead to se-
rious injury or death.

• Trains carry loads 
that may be wider than the 
freight cars themselves, or 
may have loose chains and 
straps to secure the load. 
Stand or park in designated 
safe areas to avoid incident 
or injury. 

Together we can ensure 
rail safety occurs across 
Alberta. If you see suspi-
cious or unsafe activity on 
or around rail lines, please 
contact your local police 
of jurisdiction, or CPPS at 
1-800-716-9132.
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Army Cadets 
to Resume 
Training
Continued from Page 1

Registration forms or to 
ask any questions. The Ono-
way Royal Canadian Legion 
has graciously offered their 
Hall for parents/guardians 
to meet for coffee while 
their children are being 
taught in the Onoway Her-
itage Centre if they desire. 
This location may change 
once the Legion pool play-
ing begins on Wednesday 
evenings.

Weekend training activ-
ities in the field or at the 
LHQ (local head quarters) 
will be limited to only one 
day training with NO over-
night stays allowed until 
further direction.

Despite these new rules, 
the army cadets in Ono-
way will offer great learning 
and FUN activities for ALL 
youth between the ages of 
12-18. We focus on leader-
ship, community service, 
physical training and stim-
ulate an interest in the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces.

The program is free and 
uniforms are loaned to the 
cadets to maintain and care 
for. 

For more information, 
interested people can 
check out Cadets.ca or re-
quest registration forms at 
3053Army@cadets.gc.ca

PARKLAND COUNTY WINNER 
TAKES HOME OVER $250,000 

ON LOTTO MAX
Submitted by Western 

Canada Lottery Corporation

Parkland County’s Glen-
wood Sandwith is a man 
who keeps his cool. Even 
when he’s in the middle of 
winning a quarter million 
dollars.

Sandwith took home a 
$251,562 windfall after 

matching six of the seven 
winning numbers and the 
bonus number on the July 
17 LOTTO MAX draw. He 
discovered his win at the 
same store he picked up his 
winning Quick Pick ticket 
the day of the draw – the 
Co-Op Gas Bar and C-Store 
at 4901 49th Avenue in 
Stony Plain.

After using the ticket 
checker himself and think-
ing it “didn’t look right” he 
passed it over to the clerk, 
who remarked that he 
seemed extremely calm.

Sandwith recalled his re-
action to the win while 
claiming his prize in late 
August – a simple “Right 
on.”

Sandwith says he plans to 
use his winnings to bolster 
his savings after recently 
taking on some home reno-
vation projects, and maybe 
look at buying a new vehi-
cle.
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR DURING ROOF INSPECTIONS 
Cold weather can be tough 

on a home, and perhaps 
no part of a home is more 
vulnerable to harsh winter 
weather than its roof.

Fallen snow can equate to 
several pounds of pressure 
placed on a residential roof. 
Roofs do not often collapse 
under heavy snowfall. But 
adverse winter weather con-
ditions can compromise roofs 
in other ways. Water leakage 
and damage to the roof’s in-
terior are just two of the po-
tentially problematic issues 
that can arise when roofs are 
battered by cold, blustery 
weather. That’s why many 
home improvement special-
ists advise homeowners to 
conduct roof inspections pri-
or to the start of winter.

Many homeowners can con-
duct their own cursory roof 
inspections, but they may not 
know exactly what to look for. 

The National Roofing Con-
tractors Association says that 
there are certain key areas to 
inspect that may reveal some 
telltale signs of roof damage.

Curled, cracked or missing 
shingles may prove trou-
blesome. Inclement weath-
er can test the strength of 
even the most durable roofs. 
Even though many roofs are 
designed to last up to 30 
years, some may need to be 
replaced early, particularly 
when they have been ex-
posed to harsh weather over 
a period of years. Individual 
shingles can be replaced as 
spot treatments, but if the 
damage is widespread, a new 
roof may be necessary.

Attic leaks or water else-
where might signal issues 
with the roof. Figure out if wa-
ter inside the home is coming 
from the roof. Water stains do 
not always indicate problems 

with the roofing, but it’s bet-
ter to be safe than sorry.

Look for protective gran-
ules wearing off. If gutters are 
filled with the sandy granular 
material that coats roofing 
shingles, that may be a sign 
of an aging or damaged roof.

Inspect flashing. Profes-
sional roofers can recognize 
properly installed flashing, 
the material that connects 
the roof to other parts of the 
house that adjoin the roof, 
like skylights or a chimneys. 
Poorly installed flashing can 
cause leaks. Stains that ap-
pear below chimneys or near 
attic windows may indicate 
new flashing, and not new 
shingles, is needed.

Gutters and downspouts 
should be in good condition. 
A roof is the sum of its parts, 
and that includes down-
spouts and gutters. If the gut-
ters are clogged or damaged, 

they cannot direct water 
away from the house proper-
ly. Snow, leaves and other de-
bris needs to be cleared from 
gutters to help them function 
at optimal capacity.

Animals and insects can 
cause damage, too. It’s not 
just poor weather that home-
owners need to consider with 
regard to roof damage. Bor-
ing insects and animals may 
cause problems with roofs as 
well. A roof inspection may 
shed light on potential pest 
problems. Holes or nesting 
materials may indicate that 
an animal or animals are us-
ing the attic as a shelter from 
the elements.

Get to the root of issues with 
your home’s roof before they 
become bigger problems 
once winter arrives. A thor-
ough inspection can reveal 
problems that may prove 
costly if ignored.
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TIPS FOR STAINING WOOD 
Staining wood can trans-

form the look of everything 
from fencing to decking. 
While wood can be beautiful 
in its natural state, staining 
can protect the wood and 
complement landscaping and 
other home design elements.

Staining can seem like a sim-
ple project, and that is often 

true. However, certain woods, 
such as pine, cherry, maple, 
and birch, can be difficult to 
stain. Boards with attractive 
grain patterns also can absorb 
stain differently, resulting in 
blotching and uneven tone.

Before beginning a stain-
ing project, it is important for 
homeowners to test the stain 

chosen on a sample piece of 
wood to see how the color and 
absorption turn out. This gives 
homeowners the chance to 
understand what they’re deal-
ing with and time to make any 
necessary accommodations 
to achieve a more even look.

Begin by gathering the 
necessary supplies. A pair of 

latex or vinyl gloves will pro-
tect your hands. Drop cloths 
will catch any drips or spills. 
Safety goggles and a dust 
mask provide protection if 
sanding is required prior to 
staining. If sanding is neces-
sary, homeowners will need 
an orbital sander, hand sand-
er and sandpaper. Start with 
the coarsest grit sandpaper 
and move to a higher grit for 
a smooth finish. Wood that is 
covered in paint may need to 
be stripped prior to sanding. 
Follow the directions careful-
ly when using chemical strip-
pers.

Natural bristle paint brush-
es are handy for oil-based 
stain applications. Synthetic 
paint brushes can apply wa-
ter-based finishes. Many do-
it-yourselfers find that foam 
brushes or paint pads are the 
most handy because they 
provide a smooth finish and 
there’s no need to clean up 
the brushes afterward.

Many professionals recom-
mend using wood condition-
ers or pre-treaters so that the 
stain will not leave blotches 
on the wood. This is especial-
ly important for homeowners 
who determined their wood is 
prone to uneven color absorp-
tion. Allow the conditioner to 
dry according to product di-
rections.

Stain should be applied so 
that it is evenly coated. Wipe 
off the excess to get the pre-
ferred color. Apply more stain 
as necessary to get the de-
sired color. Many stains only 
offer color, so you’ll need to 
apply a finishing coat to pro-
tect the wood. Otherwise, look 
for a product that combines 
stain color and a finish to save 
time.

Remember to remove 
knobs, hinges, and handles 
from a piece before staining, 
as the stain may affect the col-
or of any metal hardware and 
damage it.
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5 TIPS TO MAKE AN OLDER HOME
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT 

While new homes are be-
ing built to be more energy 
efficient than ever before, 
thanks to a growing green 
building movement and 
increasingly strict building 
codes, the age of existing 
dwellings continues to pres-
ent challenges. More than 
40 percent of the housing 
stock in the United States 
was built before 1969 and 
simply wouldn’t stand up 
to today’s standards. Yet, 
much can be done to help 
homeowners improve their 
building envelope to reduce 
energy use and increase ef-
ficiency.

Improving your home’s en-
ergy efficiency can help save 
money, keep you more com-
fortable, reduce pollution, 
and prevent global warming. 
Try these five simple mea-

sures to maximize the ener-
gy efficiency of your home:

1. Seal cracks and gaps 
around your home’s win-
dows, doors, and vents. 
These can be a considerable 
source of energy loss, allow-
ing conditioned air to es-
cape and unconditioned air 
to infiltrate your home, plac-
ing stress on your furnace 
and air conditioner in the 
process. An easy DIY solution 
is to caulk around windows, 
doors, and vents, and install 
or replace worn weather-
stripping. An average home 
loses up to 30 percent of its 
energy through air leaks, 
so sealing your home is a 
worthwhile exercise.

2. Top up or replace old in-
sulation in your attic. A poor-
ly insulated attic is a primary 
source of energy loss. Also, 

over time, some types of in-
sulation can settle and com-
pact, allowing heat to es-
cape through gaps. Experts 
recommend installing a di-
mensionally stable batt in-
sulation like a Roxul product 
called Comfortbatt. Aim for 
an r-value of at least R-50, or 
a depth of roughly 16 inches.

3. Insulate basement head-
ers. Uninsulated basement 
headers are common, espe-
cially in older homes. They 
can act as a gateway for 
heated air to escape. Fixing 
the problem is fast and easy. 
Simply cut Comfortbatt 
stone wool insulation to fit 
the cavity and compress into 
place. Doing this throughout 
your basement will prevent 
heat loss and can potential-
ly save hundreds of dollars 
each year.

4. Switch to LED light 
bulbs. Some LED light bulbs 
have a lifespan of up to 10 
years, and are 80 to 90 per-
cent more efficient than in-
candescent bulbs. They are 
generally more environmen-
tally friendly than CFLs and 
safer, too, since they pro-
duce less heat. The return 
on investment is excellent, 
as LED bulbs often pay for 
themselves through energy 
savings within the first year.

5. Consider a home energy 
audit. This will help you iden-
tify and target specific prob-
lematic areas of energy loss. 
A professional home energy 
audit will also provide a list 
of recommended solutions 
to help you maximize your 
energy-efficiency strategy. 
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FOUR EASY TIPS FOR A 
BASEMENT MAKEOVER 

(MS) - By Scott McGillivray
The start of a new season 

is the perfect time to check 
some tasks off of your “to-do” 
list - whether it’s to get in shape 
or tackle at-home projects. 
If you’re planning on mak-
ing some simple but effective 
changes at home, here are 
some tips on how to give your 
basement a total 180-degree 
makeover.

Soundproof it
Installing acoustic insula-

tion is the perfect excuse to 
crank up the subwoofer, host a 
get-together or let the kids run 
wild. Soundproofing is the ulti-
mate solution to maximize your 
basement’s peace, quiet and 
privacy. Industry experts sug-
gest using Roxul Safe n’ Sound, 
which effectively absorbs 
sound and is easy to work with.

Out with the old, in with a 

floor
Installing a new floor or up-

dating the existing one can im-
prove the overall comfort level 
and look of your basement. 
Many unfinished basements 
have basic concrete floor-
ing, which is cold year-round. 
Flooring options are endless - 
hardwood, laminate, cork and 
Berber flooring all add warmth 
to a basement bedroom or TV 
room; play mats are great for 
kids’ playrooms; and carpets 
are perfect to make any room 
feel more comfy and welcom-
ing.

Get creative with a fresh coat 
of paint

Transform the dull and bor-
ing space into an inviting en-
tertainment oasis or a colorful 
playroom with a simple coat 
of paint. When considering the 
paint, think about what color 

will compliment your existing 
furniture. To add some drama, 
consider adding depth and vi-
sual interest to your space with 
a different colored accent wall.

Accessorize it
Throw pillows, rugs, lighting, 

and artwork are simple addi-
tions that can immediately 
enhance or change your base-
ment’s look and feel. Pot lights 
can modernize, while art work 
and throw pillows can add a 
splash of color. Decide on a 
theme and color scheme for 
your room and keep your eye 
out for staple pieces that will 
make it feel like an entirely new 
space.

Scott McGillivray is the 
award-winning TV host, a full-
time real estate investor, con-
tractor, author, and educator. 
Follow him on Twitter @smc-
gillivray.
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FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING 
YEAR-ROUND OUTDOOR DINING SPACES 

Al fresco dining is popular in 
spring and summer, and that 
popularity reached new heights 
in the summer of 2020. With 
much of the world still grap-
pling with the outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus COVID-19 
and government officials fear-
ing rising case numbers if in-
door gatherings were allowed, 
many restaurants were limited 
to offering only outdoor dining 
to patrons. Such restrictions re-
introduced many people to the 
pleasure of outdoor dining.

Outdoor dining may be synon-
ymous with summer, but there’s 
no reason why good meals can’t 
be enjoyed outside year-round. 
That’s especially true when 
homeowners and hosts take 
stock of certain factors when 
planning outdoor dining spaces 
they intend to use all year long.

Lighting: If you plan to keep 
outdoor dining going after sum-

mer, then some extra lighting 
may be necessary. The sun sets 
in late afternoon/early evening 
in fall and winter, so you won’t 
be able to rely on natural light 
to keep the dinner table aglow. 
Lighting also can make outdoor 
dining in summer more enjoy-
able. Outdoor string lights can 
add a relaxing vibe to a deck or 
patio. If you intend to string the 
lights up year-round, make sure 
poles are sturdy enough to with-
stand winter winds.

Weather: Table cloths can 
add a touch of class to outdoor 
dining tables. But those table 
cloths are only effective if they 
remain on the table. Summer 
breezes might not prove too 
great a challenge in that re-
gard, but fall, winter and spring 
weather might make it hard to 
keep table cloths on the table 
where they belong. A simple 
set of table cloth clips can en-

sure the wind doesn’t blow ta-
ble cloths around while people 
are eating or completely off the 
table when everyone is inside. 
Hurricane candle holders also 
can make it easy to maintain the 
ambiance candles provide with-
out having to worry about the 
wind extinguishing the candles 
in one strong gust.

Seating: Guests might have 
no problem dining on tradi-
tional summer barbecue fare 
like burgers and hot dogs while 
sitting in camping chairs. But 
hosts who want to serve meals 
that require the use of a knife 
and fork will need to make sure 
all guests have a seat at the ta-
ble. A foldable picnic-style table 
that can be easily stored in a ga-
rage or shed can do the trick. In 
addition, some deck and patio 
tables are expandable, making 
them ideal options for hosts 
who may want to work around 

social distancing guidelines and 
serve holiday meals outside this 
year.

Grill: Charcoal grill devotees 
may find it frustrating to keep 
coals lit long enough to get 
hot so they can keep enjoy-
ing grilled meals after summer 
and throughout fall, winter and 
spring. A hybrid charcoal/grill 
smoker that does not expose 
the fire to the elements as much 
as a traditional charcoal grill can 
do the trick, and such a grill also 
gives cooks the chance to slow 
cook and smoke foods all year 
long. For those with no special 
devotion to charcoal grills, a pro-
pane grill can light up in a mat-
ter of seconds regardless of the 
weather.

Outdoor dining can be enjoyed 
year-round, especially when 
hosts take steps to prepare their 
outdoor spaces for four seasons’ 
worth of gatherings.
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CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE A PART
OF HOME SAFETY 

As temperatures drop and 
thoughts once again turn to 
lighting fires and sitting down 
with a good book, it’s import-
ant to revisit chimney mainte-
nance. Even though chimneys 
do not require daily upkeep, 
regular maintenance efforts 
help chimneys operate safely 
and prevent deaths and inju-
ries while protecting homes 
from fire.

Various problems can arise 
when chimneys are not well 
maintained. Such problems 
include chimney fires, carbon 
monoxide poisoning and ear-
ly failure of the chimney and 
heating sources that the chim-
ney vents.

Carbon monoxide can be 
scary, as it is virtually invisible 
without a proper detector. The 
National Vital Statistics System 
says that, in 2015, 393 deaths 

resulted from unintentional 
carbon monoxide poisoning in 
the United States. When car-
bon monoxide is breathed in, 
it builds up quickly and com-
bines with the blood, reducing 
the blood’s ability to carry oxy-
gen. The Canada Safety Council 
says that body tissue and cells 
can’t function without oxygen.

Chimney fires are another 
potential byproduct of poor 
chimney maintenance. The 
Chimney Safety Institute of 
America notes that chimneys 
expel the byproducts of com-
bustion, including smoke, 
water vapor, gases, unburned 
wood particles, hydrocarbon, 
tar fog, and assorted miner-
als, which can condense on 
the inside of the chimney flue. 
The residue, called creosote, is 
highly combustible. With the 
right conditions, a chimney fire 

can occur.
To avoid chimney fires and 

other risks, take these precau-
tions, courtesy of CSIA, Ho-
meAdvisor and Popular Me-
chanics.

• Have chimneys inspected 
annually and properly cleaned 
by a professional chimney 
technician.

• Make sure tree branches 
and other obstacles are cleared 
away from the top of the chim-
ney.

• Use seasoned hardwoods 
that have been split for several 
months to a year. ‘Green’ wood 
creates more creosote.

• The top-down method of 
building a fire produces less 
smoke. This means using larg-
er pieces of wood on the bot-
tom and the smallest twigs 
and kindling at the top. The 
fire will burn from the top and 

down, igniting the wood be-
neath as it goes.

• Put a cap on the chimney to 
keep out rain, snow and small 
animals.

• Keep fires small; otherwise, 
the intense heat may dam-
age bricks and mortar in the 
chimney. Repair any damage 
promptly before lighting an-
other fire.

• Open the damper and fire-
place doors so that air supply 
flows freely and can vent the 
smoke promptly, reducing res-
idence time in the flue; other-
wise, creosote can form.

• Install smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms throughout 
the home and routinely check 
the batteries.

Learn more about chimney 
maintenance and find a certi-
fied chimney sweep at www.
csia.org.
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OUR POCKETS ARE EMPTY
Submitted by Gerald So-

roka, MP for Yellowhead

Sir Winston S. Churchill said: 
“We contend that for a nation 
to try to tax itself into prosper-
ity is like a man standing in a 
bucket and trying to lift him-
self up by the handle.”  This is 
a powerful statement and is 
exactly what the federal Lib-
eral government is doing – 
taking, taking and taking from 
those that can no longer give 
what they do not have. Jus-
tin Trudeau is making things 
more expensive by increasing/
adding taxes. 

Trudeau, like Oliver Twist 
from Charles Dickens novel is 
saying “… I want some more.” 
How can this Liberal govern-
ment keep increasing taxes or 
even plan to impose a Clean 
Fuel Standard tax on carbon 
content of fuel in 2022?  This 
new tax would only increase 
costs at the pump, increase 
costs for the gas feedstock 
used by petrochemical com-
panies.  Does he not know that 
there are millions of Canadians 
still unemployed, and busi-
nesses still closed or about to 
close?  

We have a Prime Minister 
who not only effortlessly and 
carelessly spends our money 
but tells us that money is not 
even a real thing anymore.  In 
his bizarre address to the na-
tion on September 23rd, he told 
us that spending more actually 
would really cost less. Really?  
Have you looked at your credit 
card statement lately?  What 
we really need to do is reduce 
government spending while 
increasing productivity. 

Pierre Poilievre our Shadow 
Minister for Finance stated in 
the House on September 24th 
“The only way to tackle this 
massive beast debt that our 
current government is creating 
is by returning our workers to 
their jobs. Right now, we have 
a million missing jobs relative 
to the number of people who 
were working in February be-
fore COVID began. We now 
have the highest unemploy-
ment rate in the G7. Our unem-
ployment rate, at over 10%, is 
three percentage points higher 

than the OECD average.  We 
need a plan to unleash the free 
market system to hire people 
back and let our mines, plants 
and factories come roaring 
back to life. Why do we not 
let our steelworkers and trade 
workers build pipelines that 
will create jobs in the energy 
sector in the west and in the 
refining sector in the east?

“Every time the Liberals run 
out of money; they make cuts 
to the health sector. They did 
it in the 1990s.  In 1996, the 
Government of Canada had 
no more money. What did the 
Liberals do? They increased 

workers’ taxes and cut invest-
ments in health. That is what 
the Liberals do every time. We 
can guess that they will do the 
exact same thing when there is 
no more money in the budget 
because of their irresponsible 
spending.”

We Conservatives believe we 
need to cut taxes, ensure regu-
lations are at a reasonable lev-
el and give people the freedom 
to judge on their own, to pro-
vide for their families, to give 
to charity, to protect the most 
vulnerable and basically give 
them the ability to do what is 
best in their situation. A one-

size-fits-all situation does not 
work. 

As noted by our Conserva-
tive Leader, the Honourable 
Erin O’Toole: “…Liberals have 
become complacent about 
the country’s debt and appear 
ready to “bankrupt” Cana-
da with their new spending 
plans.”  O’Toole says his own 
view is that the government 
should spend what’s necessary 
to support Canadians through 
the pandemic, but in a targeted 
way that avoids excessive ex-
penditures and aims to return 
the books to balance gradually 
over the next decade.  I agree.  



Page 16     CommunityVOICE

Classified Ads
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First Insertion 
= $6.00; Subsequent insertion 
= $3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) Each 
additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for an 
additional $1/line. Lost & Found 
and To Give Away (up to a max. of 
25 words) are free of charge. Ads 
must be paid in advance either by 
cheque, cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 
pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may 
be called in to the COMMUNITY 
VOICE office at (780) 962-
9228, emailed to: classifieds@
com-voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment to: 
COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595, 
SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 3A8. 
Ads may also be placed on the 
web at www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 
780-996-2960.

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 or 
Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, Phone 
780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-785-
3578.

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-892-
3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Deanna 
(780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Hathersage Community Centre, 
Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community Hall, 

September 29, 2020
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Classified Ads 
- Call 962-9228

PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 967-
4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 967-4980

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-
2240

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 785-
2904 or 305-4616 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Help Wanted
Gunn Esso – Now Hiring Part-
Time. E-mail gunn.esso43@
gmail.com (8) 01-09

GRANDE TIRE ONOWAY 
(Con-Tec Tire & Auto) is 
looking for a tire technician 
immediately. Applicant  
must be 18 years or older and 
have a valid drivers license. 
Tire experience preferred. 
Competitive wage based on 
experience. Benefit program 
available. Please submit 
resumes to contectire@
xplornet.com (PDF form) or 
drop off at 5115 Lac Ste Anne 
Trail N, Onoway (2) 22-09 OG

Services  

WANTED: Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (12) 04-08

September 29, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Summer Getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 29-09 OG

Cleaning
CEILING AND WALL 
CLEANING - PAINTING. 
Specializing in cleaning 
Stipple & California 
knockdown, Cig/smoke & 
odor removal. $60 OFF WITH 
THIS AD!! Call Nano Cleaning 
780-914-0323 (2) 22-09

Computers
Computer Repairs ONLY $50. 
FREE REPAIRS for Single 
Parents and low income 
Seniors. For Sale good laptop 
refurbished with games, 
world pictures, select music 
and more for ONLY $125. 
DONATE used Laptops, 
Tablets, Cells for parts or 
repairs. Call 780-892-2407 (12) 
04-08

Landscaping
& Maintenance

Stump Grinder For Hire – 
Alberta Beach & Surround 
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28) 
05-05

Farm Equipment
Case 970 Tractor, $8500. New 
Holland 1024 square Bale 
Wagon $1500. 1994 Chevy 
Silverado 1500, 4x4, Reg. Cab, 
$1000. Call 780-967-2104 (4) 
22-09

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: 

Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, 
Split and delivered or pick up 
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full 
cords available. Call 780-967-
5835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 31-
03

Looking For
Accommodations

Looking for accommodation 
to rent, (Acreage, 1 bedroom, 

basement suite), around 
Spruce Grove 30-40 kms, 
Storage needed, call 780-
934-8009 (2) 29-09

For Rent
Onoway 1 & 2 Bedroom suites, 
Reasonable rent, Call 780-
967-5857 or 780-920-3652 (4) 
22-09

Completely renovated Motel 

in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
29-09 OG
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In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local 
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your 
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to 
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19 

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated 
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to 
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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