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TOWN OF WHITECOURT 

CODE OF CONDUCT

WHITECOURT RCMP ARREST 
MALE IN STOLEN VEHICLE

RCMP INVESTIGATE AND LAY 
CHARGES IN SANGUDO DEATH

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Whitecourt Town Council 
voted on December 21, 2020 
to sanction Councillor Paul 
Chauvet for breach of the 
Code of Conduct Bylaw.

The decision comes after a 
formal complaint was made 

under Code of Conduct 
Bylaw 1540. Bylaw 1540 
applies to all members of 
Council and Council Com-
mittees, and outlines stan-
dards for acceptable be-
haviour of those who serve 
as elected and appointed 
representatives.

Following the procedures 

for a formal complaint, an 
investigation was conduct-
ed and Council voted to 
sanction Councillor Chau-
vet from all external func-
tions and all Committee ap-
pointments from January 1 
to March 31, 2021.

Submitted by White-
court RCMP

On Dec. 22, 2020 at 7:39 
a.m., Whitecourt RCMP re-
sponded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint near 
Township Road 583 in 

Woodlands County. Police 
located the vehicle and de-
termined that it had been 
stolen during a break and 
enter at a Whitecourt busi-
ness sometime overnight.

The male driver was ar-
rested and the vehicle was 

subsequently searched. 
Police located and seized 
what is believed to be sto-
len property from the break 
and enter and what is sus-
pected to be fentanyl and 
methamphetamine.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP Major Crimes

Sangudo, Alta. – On Dec. 
17, 2020, at 9:39 p.m., May-
erthorpe RCMP received a 

call of a disturbance and an 
assault in progress at a resi-
dence located in the area of 
49 street and 51 avenue in 
Sangudo, Alta. 

Mayerthorpe RCMP at-

tended the location and a 
34-year-old male was taken 
into custody. 

Continued on Page 2
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PARKLAND RCMP INVESTIGATE ARSON

AB RCMP Major Crimes Investigate 
and Lay Charges in Sangudo Death

Whitecourt RCMP Arrest Male in Stolen Vehicle

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Dec. 24, 2020 at 6:14 
a.m., Parkland RCMP re-
sponded to a report of an ar-
son in the area of 45 Avenue 
and 44 Street in the village 

of Alberta Beach.  The vic-
tim woke up to discover that 
his snow machine and quad 
were on fire.  The fire was 
extinguished by the Onoway 
Regional Fire Department.  
There was significant dam-
age to the snow machine and 

minor damage to the quad.  
No one was injured.

The matter is still under in-
vestigation

The Parkland RCMP are 
requesting the public’s as-
sistance.  The offence is be-
lieved to have occurred be-

tween 5:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
on Thursday Dec. 24, 2020.  If 
you have any video surveil-
lance or any information that 
could assist with this inves-
tigation, please contact the 
Parkland RCMP at 825-220-
7267 or your local police. 

Continued from Page 1

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices attended the scene 
and provided first aid to a 
resident of the home, James 

Kenneth Gantz (65); howev-
er, he succumbed to his inju-
ries and died on scene. 

The circumstances of 
James Gantz’s death war-
ranted Alberta RCMP Major 

Crimes taking over carriage 
of this investigation. On 
Dec. 18, 2020, Alberta RCMP 
Major Crimes Unit charged 
Clayton Jackie Desjarlais 
(34) of Sangudo with: 

• Second degree murder  
• Failure to comply with re-

lease conditions 
Following a judicial interim 

release hearing, Desjarlais 
was remanded into custody 
to speak to bail and is sched-
uled to attend Mayerthorpe 
Provincial Court on January 
14, 2021. 

An autopsy is scheduled at 
the Edmonton Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner the 
week of Dec. 21, 2020. 

As this matter is now before 
the courts, no further infor-
mation will be provided.

Continued from Page 1 The male was also wanted 
on charges out of Fox Creek, 
Alta. and Grande Prairie, Alta. 

Matthew Edmund Duffy 
(37) of Fox Creek, Alta., is 
charged with:

• Possession of an illegal 
substance (x2)

• Possession of stolen prop-
erty over $5000

• Fail to comply (x5)
Duffy was remanded into 

custody and is set to appear 
in Whitecourt Provincial 
Court on Jan. 6, 2021.

The RCMP appreciates the 

public’s assistance in report-
ing suspicious activity. 

If you have any informa-
tion about this, or any other 
crime, please call the White-
court RCMP at (780) 778-
5454, or call your local police 
detachment. 

January 5, 2021
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MLA SHANE GETSON, LAC STE. ANNE-
PARKLAND: 2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

At this time last year I was 
personally looking at 2020 as 
the year of clarity, where the 
work we had completed in 2019 
would start to bear fruit. By all 
indicators in Q1, it indeed was 
trending that way for Q3.  Then 
the black swans came to roost, 
oil price war, global economic 
downturn, and COVID 19.  We 
as MLA’s and our government 
needed to adapt, react, and 
overcome the new set of chal-
lenges facing us as Albertans, 
while not losing sight of the 
work required to meet the long 
term objectives regarding jobs 
and the economy.  Below are a 
few of the highlights that I am 
proud to report were achieved 
in 2020, which will allow us to 
recover and make the gains we 
deserve as a Province in 2021.

We launched the 2020 legis-
lative session with the Critical 
Infrastructure Defense Act to 
protect our roads, bridges and 
railways from illegal protestors 
who want to shut down our in-
dustry.   I was able to table a 
private members motion (501) 
which urged the government 
to pursue trade transportation 
and energy corridors, provid-
ing Alberta much needed deep 
sea port access.   I was able to 
assist in the drafting and ap-
proval of Bill 31, which in es-
sence prevented a catastrophic 
blow to the sand and gravel 
industry, as well as preventing 
a setback of all construction in 
the province by 2 years due to 
lack of aggregate supply.

We finished the session after 
passing 50 pieces of legisla-

tion that will make life better 
for everyday Albertans, pro-
tect lives and livelihoods, and 
support Alberta’s Recovery 
Plan – a bold, ambitious strat-
egy to build, diversify and cre-
ate tens-of-thousands of good 
jobs right now. The Alberta leg-
islature was the busiest legisla-
ture in Canada this year, in fact 
for most of the year being the 
only legislature still function-
ing carrying out the work that 
people expected, and needed 
us to do.

 While working to protect 
Albertans from COVID-19, we 
also worked hard to make life 
better for families and busi-
nesses. Among other import-
ant pieces of legislation, we 
passed the Protecting Survi-
vors of Human Trafficking Act 
to fight the scourge of human 
trafficking and better pro-
tect and empower survivors. 
We made amendments to the 
Builders’ Lien Act to ensure 
contractors and sub-contrac-
tors are being paid in a timely 
way. We made amendments to 
the Vital Statistics Act to en-
sure convicted sex offenders 
cannot change their names 
and hide in our communities. 
Unlike the loud opposition 
who represent a minority of 
Albertans that want to ‘defund 
the police,’ we undertook a re-
view of the Police Act to ensure 
necessary reforms are made 
that build trust between citi-
zens and law enforcement. We 
passed the Choice in Education 
Act, honoring our commitment 
to enshrine in legislation that 

parents, not politicians, should 
have the right to choose the 
kind of education their chil-
dren receive. And we passed 
the Financing Alberta’s Stra-
tegic Transportation Act to 
provide creative ways to build 
new infrastructure projects 
faster while ensuring Albertans 
always have access to fee-free 
alternatives.

In addition to the busy legis-
lative agenda, our UCP Caucus 
also worked hard to fight for a 
fair deal for Alberta. I was for-
tunate enough to attend three 
of these town halls, and to sit 
as a panel member on two of 
them, one of which was held 
out at our very own Villeneuve 
airport.  The Fair Deal Panel 
submitted 25 recommenda-
tions to give Alberta a stronger 
position within the Canadian 
confederation. Alberta’s gov-
ernment has already acted on 
many of these recommenda-
tions, including working to es-
tablish a Provincial Chief Fire-
arms Officer and committing 
to holding a referendum on 
equalization in the fall of 2021.  

We worked to protect the 
lives and livelihoods of Alber-
tans by responding quickly to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
launching Alberta’s Recovery 
Plan – an ambitious strategy to 
create jobs, build and diversify 
– which includes the largest in-
frastructure investment in pro-
vincial history. We have con-
tinued to implement strong, 
evidence-based restrictions to 
protect our health care sys-
tem and avoid shutting down 
Alberta’s economy and harm-
ing the livelihoods of people 
across our province. While the 
recent news of a vaccine being 
approved in Canada has pro-
vided us with a light at the end 
of the tunnel, we are remaining 
vigilant to protect our friends, 
families and neighbors.

We also announced historic 
support for small businesses 
to help Alberta entrepreneurs 
cope with the challenges of 
the pandemic and the public 
health measures. We are tri-
pling the second round of the 
Small and Medium Enterprise 

Relaunch Grant from $5,000 
to $15,000. This means many 
Alberta businesses will be el-
igible for $20,000 of support, 
between the first and second 
rounds of the benefit. This 
funding will help support job 
creators and ensure our Prov-
ince can come out of the pan-
demic stronger than before.

I was named to lead a task 
force focusing on the ener-
gy corridors in our province, 
across the country, and obtain 
international access inclu-
sive of our rail network in the 
Province.  I was named to the 
Skilled Trades Task Force and 
that team produced a report 
that is under review and con-
sideration that will form pol-
icy going forward.  I was also 
named to the Firearms Task 
Force to consult with all Al-
bertans, and make recommen-
dations on how to support the 
rights and freedoms of Alber-
tans regarding the responsible 
ownership and use of firearms 
in the Province.

We managed to secure the 
funding for the highway 60 
overpass and expansion in 
Acheson, a much-needed piece 
of infrastructure for the re-
gion, which will enhance safe-
ty and facilitate growth of the 
regional economy.  The WILD 
Water project received addi-
tional funding and approvals 
to provide fresh drinking wa-
ter to many constituents, as 
well as a new water line into 
the Villeneuve airport which 
will mitigate impediments that 
have stalled the growth for 
years.  The new Camilla school 
construction is well under way, 
and as is the new gymnasium 
at Rich Valley School.

2020 certainly wasn’t the year 
any of us expected, but your 
UCP MLAs have been working 
hard to serve you, in our area, 
and throughout the Province. 
As we approach the Christmas 
season, please take some time 
to reflect on the positive mo-
ments from this year, and be-
gin to look forward to life after 
Covid, 2021 will be a great year 
for all of us.
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A TIMELY CANCER DIAGNOSIS 
MATTERS, COVID-19 PANDEMIC OR NOT
Submitted by Alberta 

Health Services

We are currently trying to 
do the right thing - wearing 
masks, keeping our distance, 
and staying home more than 
we ever thought possible.  Dr. 
Deena Hinshaw’s messages 
remind us to be careful and 
cautious in our daily activities.  
For some people this means 
working from home, avoiding 
recreational activities, or see-
ing fewer family and friends.  
For some people it also means 
delaying a visit to see a doc-
tor, and this can be a potential 
problem if serious health con-
cerns then go unchecked.  

Cancer is the leading cause 
of death in Alberta.  Prior to 
the pandemic, approximate-
ly 2000 Albertans were di-
agnosed with cancer every 
month, and approximately 
600 died from cancer every 
month. We know that early 
cancer diagnosis results in less 
advanced disease, more effec-
tive treatment options, better 
survival and quality of life out-
comes. However, diagnosing 
cancer early is a complex pro-
cess that requires a person to 
notice a change in their body 
that is persistent or worsening 
and seek medical attention. It 
also requires an assessment 
by their family doctor or an-

other physician in order to in-
vestigate any worrisome signs 
or symptoms with a series of 
tests.  Multiple interactions 
between patients and different 
healthcare providers are often 
needed to get a cancer diagno-
sis.  Sometimes this happens 
quickly, but it can also take sig-
nificant time.  The sooner this 
process starts, the better.

No symptoms are specific for 
cancer, but it is important to 
see your doctor so they can in-
vestigate worrisome new, per-
sistent symptoms such as: an 
unusual or growing lump; sig-
nificant blood in stool, urine, 
or phlegm; growth or darken-
ing of a mole; trouble urinat-
ing for men; or unexplained 
significant weight loss.  A more 
complete and detailed list of 
potential warning symptoms 
can be found on the MyHealth 
link: https://myhealth.alber-
ta.ca/Alberta/Pages/Symp-
toms-of-cancer.aspx .

Diagnosing cancer later at 
more advanced stages results 
in shorter survival, reduced 
quality of life, and more hos-
pitalizations. Even before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, delays 
in cancer diagnosis and inad-
equate supports for patients 
and family physicians were 
issues facing Albertans and 
healthcare providers.  The 
Cancer Strategic Clinical Net-

work™ of Alberta Health Ser-
vices (AHS) has initiated work 
on the creation of a compre-
hensive provincial cancer 
diagnosis program, and will 
soon add diagnosis programs 
for lymphoma and colorectal 
cancer to build on those creat-
ed for lung and breast cancer.  

The pandemic has made 
these gaps in cancer diagno-
sis worse and has resulted in 
a decrease by more than 30% 
during the first wave in the 
spring with some recovery 
through the summer and ear-
ly fall. We are seeing a rever-
sal of that recovery through 
wave 2 and cancer diagnosis 
is declining again. We find this 
concerning. Similar decreases 
in cancer diagnosis have been 
reported globally, including 
the USA, Europe, and Australia.  
The pandemic has not made 
cancer go away, but may wors-
en cancer outcomes.  

This spring, Alberta imple-
mented several measures to 
protect the public, and di-
vert health care resources to 
COVID-19.  This meant many 
people stopped seeing their 
family doctor for routine vis-
its or opted to have their visit 
over the phone.  My colleagues 
are meeting newly diagnosed 
cancer patients who first no-
ticed symptoms or lumps in 
April, but did not book an ap-

pointment to see their family 
doctor until later in the sum-
mer because they were wor-
ried about catching COVID-19 
or bothering their doctor with 
a non-COVID-19 issue, or 
thought their doctor was not 
seeing patients in-person.  The 
public needs to be assured that 
physician offices and testing 
facilities are safe places to vis-
it because of strict COVID-19 
precautions such as masking, 
extra cleaning, distancing, and 
prescreening protocols.  Test-
ing potential COVID-19 cases 
occurs at other specific loca-
tions.    

The fact is that cancer has not 
gone away.  Without exception, 
we all need to follow recom-
mendations to safely manage 
and control the pandemic.  
However, an important part 
of taking care of your health 
during the pandemic is also 
seeing your doctor and going 
for tests when needed. As clini-
cians, we will always be here to 
help you with serious medical 
concerns.

Douglas Stewart, MD, FRCPC
Professor Emeritus of Oncol-

ogy, University of Calgary
Medical Oncologist, Tom 

Baker Cancer Centre
Senior Medical Director, Can-

cer Strategic Clinical Network, 
AHS
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PARKLAND RCMP SERIOUS CRIME 
UNIT ASSISTS WITH THE ARREST OF 

HOMICIDE SUSPECT
Submitted by Parkland 

RCMP 

Spruce Grove, Alta. – On 
Nov. 27, 2020 members of the 
Parkland RCMP Serious Crime 
Unit arrested a suspect that 
was connected with the 2017 
murder of 24-year-old Alex-

ander Blanarou of Abbotsford, 
B.C.  

The Integrated Homicide In-
vestigation Team (IHIT) took 
conduct of the 2017 investiga-
tion supported by the Abbots-
ford Police Department (APD).  
After an extensive three year 
investigation, Michael Sch-

weiger (31) of Spruce Grove 
was arrested without incident 
and charged with second de-
gree murder. He was remand-
ed into custody and has been 
returned to B.C.

This arrest serves as another 
great example of collabora-
tion between different police 

agencies. Crime transcends 
borders and by working to-
gether with partner agencies 
and sharing information, po-
lice continue to keep their 
communities safe.

No further details will be 
released as the matter is now 
before the courts.

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal Getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 22-12-20 OG

Computers
FREE Computer Checkup,  
Repairs NOT over $50. FREE 
repairs for single parents and 
low income seniors. Upgrade 
computers, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Saving/
Erase hard drive, photos, 
documents. DONATE: old, 
used, broken computers, 
tablets, cameras, radios, 
gadgets, etc. for parts. Will 
clear ALL data. Call 780-892-
2407 (16) 05-01

To Give Away
FREE – Good Upright Piano, 
Must go to you or to the 
dump. 780-967-3660 (2) 05-01

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20
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Vehicles

2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 

Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 
to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 
4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

For Rent
Available for Rent. Newly 
renovated 2 bdrm Home 
in Alberta Beach. Four 
appliances included. Utilities 

extra. No Pets. Non smokers; 
no smoking in building/on 
property. Rent and Deposit 
$1100, PH: 780-924-3565 (8) 
08-12-20

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.

onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
22-12-20 OG

Year Round Cabins for Rent. 
North of Evansburg on Hwy 
22 (15 mins from Evansburg), 
$1050/month + DD. All 
inclusive, Furnished, Utilities, 
Internet & TV. Max 2 people, 
Call 780-239-0553 (4) 05-01

For Rent by Owner, Looking 
for like mind individual to 
share a home 80 miles West 
of Edmonton, Respecting 
COVID/keeping outside 
contact within reason, $600/
month, utilities included. Call 
780-305-4837 (3) 05-01

Land For Rent
220 Acres of grain land for 
rent, near Onoway. Best Offer, 
Call 780-910-5472 (16) 24-11-20

Obituaries

 
Schuler, Edna   
Edna Schuler (nee Remin) 
age 93 passed away on 
December 16, 2020 at Stony 
Plain, AB. Edna was 
predeceased in 2003 by her 
husband of 53 Years, Frank. 
Left behind to mourn are her 
two sons Lyle (Lynda) and Bill; 
four granddaughters, Niki, 
Katie, Kimm and Shannon; 
many great grand children, 
nieces and nephews.  
She will be sadly missed by all 
who knew her. If friends 
desire, memorial tributes 
may be made to the Golden 
Age Interlake Club, General 
Delivery, Darwell, Alta., TOE 
OLO. (1) 05-01`

January 5, 2021
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