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Charges Laid against 
graCeLiFe ChurCh

ParkLand rCMP resPond 
to CoLLision With train

submitted by Parkland 
rCMP

On February 8, 2021, 
the RCMP swore a charge 
against James Coates, the 
Pastor of the GraceLife 
Church, in contravention of 
Section 73(1) of the Public 
Health Act, for being over 
capacity and failing to ad-
here to physical distancing 
requirements.  Coates has 
been served an Undertak-
ing with conditions and is to 
attend in Provincial Court 
in Stony Plain on March 31, 
2021.

The RCMP can confirm 
that in December a viola-
tion ticket was issued to 
the Pastor, and on Feb. 7 the 

Pastor was arrested and re-
leased with a court appear-
ance date.

Since early December the 
RCMP have been working 
with AHS in an ongoing in-
vestigation into the activ-
ities surrounding the non 
compliance of the church. 
AHS has maintained a po-
sition of being the lead in-
vestigating agency. On Feb. 
7, the RCMP, along with 
the Public Health Inspec-
tor with AHS, attended the 
church and determined that 
the facility was over dou-
ble the current restricted 
capacity level. As a matter 
of respect, the church pro-
ceedings were not inter-
rupted by the RCMP, and 

Coates was cooperative 
with the RCMP following 
the end of the service.

“There are many different 
discussions and consider-
ations at play in relation to 
the GraceLife Church and 
their non compliance” says 
Inspector Mike Lokken, De-
tachment Commander of 
Parkland RCMP.  “We have 
ensured that the church is 
well aware of the conditions 
that they need to follow and 
they have been afforded 
repeated opportunities to 
comply. In collaboration 
with AHS, we have now fol-
lowed up with escalated en-
forcement.”

Continued on Page 2

submitted by Parkland 
rCMP

Spruce Grove, Alta. - On 
Feb. 19, 2021 at 1:44 p.m. 
Parkland RCMP respond-
ed to the scene of a colli-
sion between a train and a 

semi-tractor trailer.  No one 
was injured.

The train collided with the 
tail end of a semi-tractor 
trailer unit that was carry-
ing automobiles.

The railroad crossings 
south of 16A that intersect 

with Golden Spike Road 
and Campsite Road were 
blocked by the train.  Traffic 
was re-routed.

The investigation is ongo-
ing.
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Charges Laid Against GraceLife Church
Continued from Page 1

On Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021 the 
RCMP, with AHS, attended the 
GraceLife Church to assess 
compliance in relation to con-
ditions issued to the Pastor 
on Feb. 7. Observations were 
made that James Coates was 
not complying with his Under-
taking release conditions, and 
the church was not in com-
pliance with the Public Health 
Order.

“To be very clear, the RCMP’s 
objective is not to interrupt 
church services, prohibit ser-
vices, nor deny peoples’ right to 
practice their religion - merely 
to ensure that public health re-
strictions are adhered to while 
doing so” says Inspector Mike 
Lokken, Detachment Com-
mander of Parkland RCMP. 

On Feb. 16, James Coates 
turned himself in to the Park-
land Detachment. He was 
charged in contravention of 
the Public Health Act (x2), and 
charged for failing to comply 
with a condition of his Un-

dertaking, under the Criminal 
Code. Following a bail hearing 
before a Justice of the Peace, 
Coates was to be released on 
conditions. He remained in 
custody overnight after refus-
ing to agree to those condi-
tions. This morning in Stony 
Plain Provincial Court he 
continued to refuse to agree 
with those conditions and a 
Judge’s Order was issued com-
pelling him to attend court on 
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021.

“We’ve been consistent in our 
approach of escalated levels 
of enforcement with Pastor 
Coates, and we were hopeful 
to resolve this issue in a dif-
ferent manner” said Inspector 
Mike Lokken.  “The Pastor’s 
actions, and the subsequent ef-
fects those actions could have 
on the health and safety of cit-
izens, dictated our response in 
this situation.”  

Statement from Inspector 
Mike Lokken, Detachment 
Commander of Parkland 
RCMP Detachment:

“It has come to Parkland RC-

MP’s attention within the last 
week that a member of the 
GraceLife Church Administra-
tion has identified himself as a 
former RCMP officer.  We can 
confirm that Paul Claassen is 
a retired RCMP member as of 
October 2014. 

Our response to the non 
compliance of the Church has 
been consistent with our over-
all RCMP strategy in the Prov-
ince which is; education, an op-
portunity for compliance, and 
lastly, enforcement.  Parkland 
RCMP has managed the in-
vestigation into the GraceLife 
Church with absolutely no in-
fluence from any member of 
their administration or con-
gregation, regardless of any 
past or present affiliation with 
our organization.

The RCMP has conducted 
all their interactions with the 
Church in an impartial, profes-
sional, and respectful manner.” 

On Feb 21, Parkland RCMP 
and Alberta Health Services 
continued their investigation 
into the GraceLife Church as a 

February 23, 2021



CommunityVoice     Page 3

eMPoWer 
eMPathy - 
CeLebrate

Pink shirt day!

Charges Laid Against 
GraceLife Church

submitted by gyPsd

Students and staff across 
the Division are encouraged 
to wear pink on Wednesday, 
February 24th, to help cele-
brate Pink Shirt Day!

Pink Shirt Day began in 
2007 when a student in 
Nova Scotia was bullied 
for wearing a pink shirt to 
school. It has since been 

recognized annually world-
wide as a day to stand 
against bullying.

Wear a pink shirt Wednes-
day and help raise aware-
ness of bullying prevention. 
Help send the message to 
victims of bullying that they 
are not alone – others care 
and there is help and sup-
port available in each of our 
GYPSD schools.

part of ongoing allegations into 
the church’s non-compliance 
with the Public Health Order. 
Observations were made that 
the church held a service be-
yond the designated capacity.

The investigation contin-
ues into this situation with 
the intention of determining, 
through consultation with 
AHS, the next course of action 
for the RCMP.

February 23, 2021
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a Message FroM MLa Mark sMith
submitted by MLa Mark 

smith | drayton Valley – 
devon Constituency

Sometimes Government 
is at its best when it thinks 
outside the box and provides 
targeted funding to help the 
citizens it represents.  Re-
cently the Alberta Govern-
ment made a one-time in-
vestment of $714,000 over 
two years to fund a veter-
an-friendly campus pilot 
program at the University 
of Alberta.  I believe that 
this targeted funding to help 
our veterans is going to be 
money well spent.  Alberta is 
leading the way by support-
ing one of the first veter-
an-friendly campus models 
in the country. This invest-
ment complements and 
strengthens other post-sec-
ondary supports, helping 
more veterans access the 
education they need to tran-
sition from military service 
to a civilian career.  

The University of Alberta 
is currently exploring the 
needs of veteran students 
and their families in consul-
tation with veterans, active 
service members, Veteran 
Affairs Canada, the Canadi-
an Armed Forces, the Royal 
Canadian Legion, post-sec-
ondary institutions and 
researchers.  This review 
will help inform the veter-
an-friendly campus model, 
and students who are vet-
eran can expect to access 
supports and resources in 
the 2021-22 academic year. 
The program is presently 
under development, but we 
encourage students to reach 
out to the university with 
questions through the U of 
A student connect website, 
or by emailing the Dean of 
Students office at dosdean@
ualberta.ca.

Students of history will re-
member that as WW II ended 
our veterans came home and 
were able to receive Gov-
ernment funding to go to a 
post-secondary institution 
to receive the training they 
needed to transition into a 
successful peace time career.  

This program, in some ways, 
is an echo of that WWII pro-
gram as it is designed to help 
veterans have a successful 
post-secondary experience.  
Post-secondary education 
is key to helping those who 
risked their lives to defend 
our country find success in 
other professions once their 
service has ended.  Many of 
our veterans have unique 
needs to support their learn-
ing. The pilot veteran-friend-
ly campus initiative at the 
University of Alberta pro-
vides specialized support to 

help veterans achieve their 
educational goals. The pilot 
initiative will support one 
of the first veteran campus 
models in Canada, with the 
other based in the University 
of British Columbia. 

Healthy campuses bene-
fit us all, and veterans have 
transferable knowledge, 
skills and experiences that 
enrich the campus commu-
nity for all students, staff and 
faculty. 

This investment will pro-
vide a sustainable model 
that institutions from across 

Alberta can replicate, en-
abling veterans to access 
supportive campuses close 
to home. This program will 
also leverage best practices 
to provide world-class inte-
grated support and services 
for veterans, helping Alberta 
to attract top students from 
across the country.  Lastly, 
I believe that this is a good 
use of tax payers dollars 
promoting a veteran friendly 
campus seems to me to be a 
start in saying thank you to 
those who have served us so 
well.
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3 Tools For Keeping
Wedding guesTs inFormed 

Weddings give couples an 
opportunity to share the joy 
of joining their lives together 
with a host of friends and fam-
ily members. Guests liven up 

the party and help make the 
celebration that much more 
memorable.
According to The Knot 2019 
Real Weddings Study, the av-

erage wedding in the United 
States hosts 131 people. Data 
indicates this number has 
been slowly decreasing over 
the years, after the average 
wedding size reached an all-
time high of 153 in 2007. No 
matter how big or how small 
the guest list, keeping guests 
informed of what’s happening 
regarding the upcoming nup-
tials is a courtesy couples can 
provide. Couples can explore 
various avenues for keeping 
guests informed and ensuring 
they’ll be able to take part in 
the festivities.
Save-the-date announce-
ments
Save-the-date announce-
ments have become an in-
creasingly popular component 

of wedding planning. Instead 
of waiting on the wedding in-
vitation, which traditionally ar-
rives one or two months prior 
to the wedding itself, save-
the-date cards provide guests 
with an advanced advertise-
ment of the celebration to 
come. According to the photo 
and invitation specialists at 
Shutterfly, it’s customary to 
send save-the-date notes 
around six months before the 
wedding. For a destination 
wedding, which will require 
extra travel plans, an eight- 
to 12-month advance can be 
helpful.
Save-the-date cards generally 
have basic information, in-
cluding the wedding date and 
the venue. Many will feature 

Bridal Guide
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3 Tools For Keeping Wedding guests informed 
a photo of the couple as well. 
If you’re planning on send-
ing save-the-date announce-
ments, coordinate with your 
photographer to have a photo 
taken exclusively for these 
cards.
Wedding website
Couples are increasingly em-
bracing technology as they 
plan their weddings. Brides 
magazine states that, during 
the typical 15-month engage-
ment period, 48 percent of 
couples will launch a wedding 
website. A wedding website is 
a versatile tool that can help 
answer questions that guests 
may have. The website can 
spell out specifics, including 
dress code, whether children 
are invited, the names of 
wedding party participants, 
overnight accommodations, 

transportation providers, and 
even restaurants near the 
hotel for a quick bite between 
ceremony and reception.
Wedding websites also can 
be used as fun ways to keep 
guests engaged. “Throwback 
Thursday” photos or funny 
memories and anecdotes can 
be included.
Video conferencing apps
As the world continues to 
adapt in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, video 
conferencing applications 
like Facetime, Zoom and Mi-
crosoft Teams enable people 
involved in the planning pro-
cess to routinely “gather” and 
go over details about the wed-
ding, helping to limit in-person 
meetings as much as pos-
sible. These apps also can 
prove invaluable when con-

ferring with wedding vendors, 
such as florists or musicians.
You also can schedule smaller 
meetings with specific guests 
who may be playing key roles 
in the wedding, such as those 
giving speeches, doing read-

ings, escorting guests, or 
serving in other capacities.
Certain resources can help 
couples keep guests informed 
about what’s to come in re-
gard to their weddings.

Bridal Guide
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Classified ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE GST.  
1st 20 Words: First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = $3.00 
each. (Eg: 2 insertions = $9.00; 3 
insertions = $12.00; 4 insertions = 
$15.00; etc) Each additional word 
is 20 cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available for 
an additional $1/line. Lost & Found 
and To Give Away (up to a max. of 
25 words) are free of charge. Ads 
must be paid in advance either by 
cheque, cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 pm 
(Wed. 4:00 pm on long weekends).  
Classified ads may be called 
in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to: classifieds@com-voice.com, 
dropped off at Onoway Registries, 
or mailed with your ad and 
payment to: COMMUNITY VOICE, 
BAG 3595, SPRUCE GROVE, AB  
T7X 3A8. Ads may also be placed 
on the web at www.com-voice.
com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent Mireau 
- Camp Director. director@
campencounter.com. C: 780-504-
2012 W: 780-967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-892-
3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League Hall 
Rentals, Call Cheryl at 780-515-1755

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In Centre, 
Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 727-4367 
Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 250 
people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 892-3150

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780-
892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@
mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-
2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community Hall, 

963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, 
Diane 780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Smithfield Community Hall, 
Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports Agra, 
Bookings: Kathy 780-339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-2077 
or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 
or 325-2391

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

February 23, 2021
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Classified ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

 
sutherLand, elizabeth 
Joyce    
Dec 5, 1936 – Feb 11, 2021  
Elizabeth J Sutherland lived 
life fully and wholeheartedly. 
A life of family, crafts, 
gardening, community and 
being her husband’s amazing 
partner. On Thursday 
February 11, 2021 Betty passed 
away peacefully in Spruce 

Grove, AB. Betty was 
predeceased by her husband 
and best friend Scott. She is 
survived by her children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren: Connie & 
Bernie, Les & Lori, Murray & 
Tracy, Matt & Casey, Brittany, 
Mike & Fraser, Sarah, Mel, 
Kristin, Oliver & Ayla, Jennifer, 
Shyanna & Micah, Dillan & 
Rachel, Kathryn & A.J., 
Chelsey, Johnathon. In lieu of 
flowers, please plant a flower 
in her memory. There will be 
a private service at a later 
date. (1) 23-02

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK 
UP - Repairs NOT over $50. 
Get today good clean laptop 
for ONLY $150. FREE repairs 
for single parents and NO 
income. Upgrades, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Save photos, 
documents from old 
computers. WANTED: old, 
used, broken computers - 

Will clear ALL data. Call 780-
892-2407 (21) 23-02

Firewood
Outlaw Firewood Sales – 
Wood starting at $150 per 
cord, dry split firewood, Pine, 
Tamarack and Birch. Small 
and bulk volumes available, 
full logging truck loads, 
delivery available, no fee if 
within 80km of yard. TEXT 
780-621-7200 (26) 05-01

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Only ever 

used premium fuel, Car is in 
amazing condition for the 
year! $ 10,900. No trades, no 
lowballers, serious inquiries 
only, text or call 780-908-
6659 (S) OG

For Rent
Available, 2 Bdrm ($825) in 
Entwistle Bldg. at 4932-50A 
Avenue, DD $300. Tenant 
pays power, Smoke Free 
Bldg. Please call Ivanka 780-
807-1300 (4) 16-02 OG

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
23-02 OG
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