
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

April 6, 2021
SheriffS Shut Down 

whitecourt Drug houSe

LAc Ste. Anne Minor 
SoftbALL LeAgue

cAnADA AnD ALbertA
inveSt in ProjectS 

SuPPorting AnD iMProving 
QuALity AnD SuStAinAbiLity 

of PubLic fAciLitieS

Submitted by govern-
ment of Alberta

The Safer Communi-
ties and Neighbourhoods 

(SCAN) unit of the Alberta 
Sheriffs obtained a court 
order against the owners of 
20 Baly Rd. in Whitecourt, 
banning anyone from the 

premises for 90 days and 
placing conditions on the 
property until December 
2022.

Continued on Page 4

Submitted by Lac Ste. 
Anne county

Are you interested in a 
2021 Softball Season? The 

Lac Ste. Anne Minor Softball 
League is looking to con-
firm interest in a 2021 Soft-
ball Season*. This league 
offers a co-ed program with 

an emphasis on fun, fair-
play and sportsmanship.

Continued on Page 4

Submitted by gerald So-
roka,  MP for yellowhead

OTTAWA: Gerald Soroka, 
Member of Parliament for 
Yellowhead, wishes to ad-
vise that the Department of 
Infrastructure and Commu-
nities along with Alberta’s 

Ministry of Transportation 
and Municipal Affairs an-
nounced funding for the 
damaged sections of the 
Drayton Valley Hospital and 
Care Centre’s roof through 
the COVID-19 Resilience 
Infrastructure Stream of the 
Investing in Canada plan.

The stream of funding 
dedicated to the Drayton 
Valley Hospital and Care 
Centre is part of a 5.9-mil-
lion-dollar package to be 
split between three proj-
ects, the other two being in 
Edmonton and Lethbridge.
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8th AnnuAL outDoor Art 
in the gArDen At george 

Pegg botAnic gArDen

Submitted by george 
Pegg botanic garden

An invitation to artists! Af-
ter taking a break in in 2020, 
our Art Show committee 
has reconvened and we are 
excited to be planning for a 
show on Father’s Day, June 
20, 2021.   

We know artists are ready 
to show off their work and 
visitors are eager for out-
door events. Pegg Garden is 
a beautiful setting to make 
this happen. 

Our participating arti-
sans exhibit a wide variety 
of fine art forms such pot-
tery, sculpture, glass, fibre 
art, jewellery, photography, 
woodwork, literature, and 
more. The outdoor setting 
has ample space for artists 
to showcase their talents.  

This Art Festival celebrates 
Father’s Day and National 
Garden Day with tours of 
Lac Ste. Anne County’s his-
toric garden site and a fam-
ily-friendly art project. 

We understand there are 

still uncertainties about 
COVID restrictions. As-
suming special events are 
allowed this summer, we 
are confident we can host 
a show following all the re-
quired protocols. 

Pegg Garden is just north 
of Glenevis.  Artists- to reg-
ister for the show please 
contact us at PeggBotanic-
Garden@gmail.com. Check 
out our website to learn 
more about the Garden 
www.PeggGarden.org. 

April 6, 2021
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Sheriffs Shut Down Whitecourt Drug House

Lac Ste. Anne Minor Softball League

Continued from Page 1

The community safety 
order granted in Court of 
Queen’s Bench took effect 
at noon on March 29, giv-
ing sheriffs the authori-
ty to board up the house, 
change the locks and erect 
a fence around the proper-
ty. Nobody is allowed on the 
property without permis-
sion from the sheriffs until 
the closure ends on June 27.

“When criminals endanger 
the safety and well-being 
of law-abiding Albertans, 
we must act to end these 
dangerous activities. This 
case is a good example of 
how police and the Alberta 

Sheriffs can work together 
in communities throughout 
Alberta to stop criminal ac-
tivity and ensure people feel 
safe in their homes and their 
neighbourhoods.” - Kaycee 
Madu, Minister of Justice 
and Solicitor General 

SCAN’s investigation be-
gan in response to multi-
ple complaints about drug 
activity received from the 
community between Octo-
ber and December 2020.

During that time, the 
property was the subject of 
two police investigations. 
Search warrants carried out 
by the RCMP in October and 
Alberta Law Enforcement 
Response Teams (ALERT) 
in December resulted in 

police seizing quantities of 
methamphetamine, crack 
cocaine, GHB and drug par-
aphernalia.

After SCAN’s investiga-
tion substantiated the com-
plaints about drug activity 
at the property, investiga-
tors successfully applied for 
a community safety order, 
which was granted by a 
Court of Queen’s Bench jus-
tice on March 15.

After the property is hand-
ed back to the property 
owners, they are prohibited 
from having any additional 
tenants or visitors without 
prior approval from SCAN 
for the duration of the com-
munity safety order, which 
expires on Dec. 27, 2022.

The SCAN unit works 
with other law enforce-
ment agencies to shut down 
properties being used for 
illegal activities. The Safer 
Communities and Neigh-
bourhoods Act gives sher-
iffs the authority to target 
problem properties through 
civil enforcement.

Since its inception in 
2008, Alberta’s SCAN unit 
has investigated more than 
5,800 problem properties 
and issued more than 90 
community safety orders. 
The majority of complaints 
are resolved by working 
with property owners to 
keep criminal activity out of 
the community.

Continued from Page 1

If you are interested in 
registering your child (no 
payment will be collected 
at this time), please con-
nect with your local contact 
(based on local elementary 
school boundaries) at the 
number/email listed below:

• Alberta Beach
Amy Warren | 780.940.9716
abcommunityleague1@

gmail.com
• Anselmo
Rennae S. | 780.706.5379
anselmoas001@gmail .

com
• Barrhead
Angela Kramm | 

780.305.4207
bmba@barrheadminor-

ball.ca
• Darwell
Jillene McDonald | 

780.903.3805
darwellrep@gmail.com

• Onoway
Monty Doig | 780.405.4617
onowayregcoordinator@

gmail.com
• Rich Valley
Rich Valley Arena | 

780.967.2610
richvalleyag@hotmail .

com
• Sangudo
Rene Werenka | 

780.785.2722
sangudominorsports@

gmail.com

• Wabamun
Rhonda Neron | 

780.718.1323
w a b a m u n m i n o r b a l l @

gmail.com
Please note – your com-

munity’s minor ball pro-
gram may also be found on 
social media, if you prefer 
to connect that way.

*Should COVID-19 re-
strictions allow.

2020 tAx guiDe inforMAtion
Submitted by gerald So-

roka,  MP for yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member 
of Parliament for Yellow-

head, is pleased to provide 
his constituents with a ‘Tax 
Guide’ to assist them in pre-
paring their 2020 tax return.

“During tax time it is im-

perative that you receive all 
the benefits you qualify for,” 
concluded MP Soroka.

 Take a look through the 
Tax Guide to find some of 

the tax savings you may 
claim at:  https://drive.goo-
gle.com/file/d/1NOFt4jkI-
UNdz6D-r3TiKp_dOPUH-
0vXFl/view?usp=sharing
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joint SeconDer on Motion M-61,
A Motion to SuPPort the

oiL AnD gAS Sector
Submitted by gerald So-

roka,  MP for yellowhead

OTTAWA: Gerald Soro-
ka, Member of Parliament 
for Yellowhead is pleased 
to advise that he is a joint 
seconder on Conservative 
MP Ziad Aboultaif’s Motion 

M-61, ‘Motion to Support 
the Oil and Gas Sector’.

The Motion reads “ (a) in 
the opinion of the House, 
the government should rec-
ognize that,

(i) replacing oil and gas 
with more environmentally 
sustainable options is not 

technologically or econom-
ically feasible,

(ii) Canada’s energy needs 
require the use of oil and 
gas to heat Canadian 
homes, schools and hos-
pitals, to propel vehicles, 
to bring food to Canadian 
tables, and to produce elec-

tricity,
(iii) Canadian oil and nat-

ural gas are produced with 
the highest environmental 
standards in the world, and 
domestic producers are 
global environmental lead-
ers and responsible corpo-
rate citizens,

(iv) using Canadian re-
sources creates Canadian 
jobs,

(v) First Nations involved 
in Canada’s oil and gas in-
dustry experience signifi-
cant and profound positive 
economic effects, including 
higher rates of employ-
ment, higher incomes, and 
improved health and edu-
cational attainments,

(vi) tax revenue from the 
fossil fuel industry is an im-
portant contributor to the 
national treasury, facilitat-
ing transfer payments ben-
efitting all Canadians and 
allowing Canada to afford 
the social programs all Ca-
nadians depend on; and

(b) the House recognize 
that,

(i) Canada’s oil and gas in-
dustry from Western to At-
lantic Canada is essential to 
the well-being of the nation 
and should be celebrated,

(ii) tax and regulatory bar-
riers limiting the responsi-
ble growth of Canada’s oil 
and gas industry should be 
removed.”

MP Soroka stated “The 
passing of this motion will 
mean that the House offi-
cially recognizes the truths 
of Canada’s Oil and Gas sec-
tor, and that is something I 
am proud to support”.
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APRIL 2021

Spring to it! Get started on your
Home Improvement To-Do list!

Check out our Spring Home Reno guide
for ideas, inspiration, advice and

valuable local advertising!
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SAfety fIRSt When PoWeR WAShIng
youR home thIS SPRIng 

Spring cleaning is a great 
way for homeowners to clear 
their homes of clutter. As 
people spend extra time in-
doors in winter, items can 

quickly pile up around the 
house. Spring is a great time 
to clean up such clutter, but 
interior spaces are not the 
only areas of a home that 

can benefit from some extra 
attention once the weather 
warms up.

Harsh winters can take a toll 
on home exteriors. Dirt and 
grime can build up on exte-
rior home surfaces over the 
course of the winter, affect-
ing the appearance of the 
siding of a home as well as 
outdoor entertaining areas.

Power washing is a great 
way to give a home a fresh, 
clean look in spring. But 
there’s more to power than 
simply renting the right 
equipment and getting to 
work. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention notes 
that there are many risks as-
sociated with using power 
washers. For instance, the 
CDC says strong spray from 
power washers can cause 

serious wounds that initially 
seem minor. However, such 
wounds can lead to infection 
or disability if left untreated. 
In addition, if manufacturer 
safety instructions are not 
followed, electric shock can 
occur due to improper use.

Homeowners who are in-
tending to power wash 
their own homes this spring 
should first determine if 
they’re physically capable of 
doing so. Power washers can 
be difficult for some people 
to control, so it’s imperative 
that homeowners honestly 
assess their physical abilities 
before renting a unit. The 
CDC urges homeowners who 
determine they can safe-
ly handle power washers to 
take these additional safety 
steps to make sure the pro-
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Safety first When Power Washing  
your home this Spring 
cess of cleaning their home 
exteriors goes smoothly.

· Never point a pressure 
washer at yourself or others.

· Do not attempt to push 
or move objects with spray 
from the washer. If anything 
is in your way, turn the pow-
er washer off and then move 
the obstruction.

· Never use a gasoline pow-
ered washer in an enclosed 
space, which can increase 
the risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

· Always test the ground 
fault circuit interrupter (cir-
cuit breaker or outlet) before 
using a pressure washer.

· Always plug a properly 
grounded pressure washer 
into a properly grounded re-
ceptacle.

· If an extension cord must 

be used, keep the pressure 
washer’s power cord connec-
tion out of and away from 
any standing water, and use 
a heavy duty extension cord 
with components rated for 
use in wet locations. Keep 
both the power cord and ex-
tension cord connections as 
far away as possible from the 
item being washed and away 
from any water runoff. While 
power washing, periodically 
take note of the location of 
the extension cord connec-
tions to ensure they are not 
in a puddle.

· Wear rubber-soled shoes 
that provide some insulation 
when using the pressure 
washer.

· Never cut or splice the 
pressure washer’s power 
cord or extension cords.

· Never remove the ground-
ing prong from the pressure 
washer’s power cord plug or 
the extension cord.

· Pause the project if a cir-
cuit breaker is tripped. Always 
have a qualified electrician 
check the pressure washer 
for electrical problems after it 
has tripped a circuit breaker.

· Never allow children to 
operate a pressure washer. 
Keep children at a safe dis-
tance when an adult is using 
a pressure washer.

Power washing can give a 
home a whole new look af-
ter a winter’s worth of dirt 
and grime builds up on the 
home’s exterior. Safety must 
remain the utmost priori-
ty when operating a power 
washer on your own.
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hoW to PRotect KIdS By
SecuRIng fuRnItuRe And tvS 

Parents go to great lengths 
to protect their children. 
Much of those efforts may be 
directed at potential threats 
outside the home, but it’s 
equally important that par-
ents prioritize safety inside 
their homes as well.

According to the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, 
a child in the United States is 
injured in a television or furni-
ture tip-over incident about 
43 minutes. Tip-over inci-
dents are preventable, and 
the CPSC offers the following 
tips to protect children.

· Use sturdy furniture. 
When choosing furniture to 
hold a television, be sure to 
read product descriptions 
to ensure you’re only buying 
furniture designed to hold a 

television. Items described 
as “television stands” or “me-
dia centers” are designed to 
hold televisions, but size and 
weight restrictions also must 
be considered when buying 
such products. TV stands and 
media centers are only safe 
if they are designed to hold 
televisions that are the size of 
your TV.

· Secure the television. The 
CPSC recommends that all 
televisions be secured by 
mounting or anchoring them 
to the wall. Properly mount-
ed televisions likely won’t 
come off the wall no matter 
how curious kids are, but no 
item should be lower than 27 
inches from the ground. Par-
ents who can’t or don’t want 
to mount their televisions 

can purchases anchoring 
kits, which the CPSC notes 
cost as little as $5 and take as 
few as five minutes to install. 
Parents hesitant to do the job 
themselves can have televi-
sions mounted or anchored 
by professional installers for a 
nominal fee. Many electron-
ics retailers offer installation 
services as well.

· Secure top-heavy furni-
ture. Top-heavy furniture also 
should be secured to prevent 
tip-overs. Anti-tip brackets 
are inexpensive and can 
be used to secure dressers, 
bookshelves and other piec-
es that pose a threat to cu-
rious youngsters. Anchoring 
furniture secures items to the 
wall, and the CPSC notes that 
a lot of newly built furniture 

is sold with anti-tip devices. 
These devices should be in-
stalled immediately so chil-
dren are safe from the mo-
ment a new piece is brought 
into the home.

· Remove tempting ob-
jects. Curious kids may try 
to climb furniture if they see 
toys, remote controls or oth-
er enticing items on top of 
televisions, dressers or book-
shelves. Keep such items low 
or stored in low drawers to 
remove the temptation to 
climb.

Tip-over incidents are dead-
ly but preventable. Parents 
who recognize this threat to 
their youngsters’ safety can 
ensure that their homes re-
main safe environments for 
curious kids.
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vARIABLeS to conSIdeR When
chooSIng A medIA Room 

The term “home theater” once 
made homeowners who love 
movies and sports dream of the 
day when they could dedicate 
a large area in their home to 
watching the big game or their 
favorite films. Such rooms are 
now widely referred to as “media 
rooms.” Though the terminol-
ogy may have changed, media 
rooms are not all that different 
from home theaters.

Before choosing an area of 
their home as their designated 
media room, homeowners must 
consider a host of variables to 
ensure they get as much out of 
the room as possible.

· Location and shape: Of course 
the location of the room is of 
the utmost importance. Media 
rooms tend to be more social 
settings than traditional home 
theaters, which were often de-
signed to be isolated from the 

rest of the home so noise and 
natural light did not adversely 
affect the film-watching expe-
rience. Homeowners may not 
want their media rooms to be in 
high traffic areas of their homes, 
but they needn’t be completely 
secluded, either. The renovation 
experts at the DIY Network note 
that the shape of a room should 
be considered before desig-
nating it as the media room. In 
general, square rooms are not 
ideal, as such rooms can pro-
duce harmonic distortions. A 
rectangular room likely won’t 
produce such distortions, espe-
cially when homeowners place 
their screens and primary speak-
ers on short walls. It’s important 
that homeowners do not down-
play the importance of sound, as 
media rooms, unlike traditional 
home theaters, may be used for 
listening to music just as much 

as they are for watching films or 
sports. Viewers may not recog-
nize distortions when watching 
something, but homeowners 
may notice these abnormalities 
when listening to music.

· Windows: Media rooms are 
multi-purpose rooms, so home-
owners don’t need to remove 
rooms with windows from con-
sideration. But the experts at the 
DIY Network note that windows 
are hard surfaces that can reflect 
sound and distort audio, and the 
light that gets in through win-
dows can produce reflections 
on the viewing surface. Each of 
those factors can adversely af-
fect your listening and viewing 
experience. A room with win-
dows can still make for a good 
media room, but you may want 
to invest in some blackout cur-
tains to mitigate some of the dis-
advantages of having windows 

in the room.
· Wall colors: The colors of the 

walls in the room is another 
variable homeowners will have 
to consider. Homeowners won’t 
want to host guests for the big 
game in rooms with darkened 
walls, as that can create a drea-
ry atmosphere and potentially 
make people tired. But espe-
cially bright colors will reflect 
light and adversely affect the 
viewing experience. Neutral col-
ors should not affect the colors 
on the screen, making them 
the ideal color choice for media 
room walls.

Media rooms are high on many 
homeowners’ renovation lists. 
Considering a host of variables 
prior to designating an area for 
a media room can ensure the 
finished product is as enjoyable 
as possible.
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the BenefItS of WoRKIng WIth
An InteRIoR deSIgneR 

Home is where the heart is, and 
it’s also where homeowners ex-
press their style. Though interior 
design may come naturally to 
some homeowners, many more 
can benefit from a little help de-
fining their style and translating 
that style into a beautiful home. 
In such instances, interior de-
signers can be the most valuable 
investments homeowners make 
in their homes. Homeowners 
may hear “interior designer” and 
immediately hear the sound of 
cash registers ringing in their 
heads. However, many interior 
designers offer various services, 
including hourly consultations, 
that can make them cost-effec-
tive, especially for homeowners 
who are still trying to define 
their style and decide just how 
they want their homes to look. 
That’s just one of the many ben-
efits of working with interior de-
sign professionals.

· Interior designers can save 
homeowners money. Much like 
it’s best for homeowners with 
no DIY experience to hire pro-
fessional contractors when ren-
ovating their homes, paying an 
interior designer when you have 
little experience with design 
can help you avoid potentially 
costly mistakes. Interior design-
ers are skilled at transforming 
homeowners’ visions into fin-
ished products, and that’s a 
valuable skill homeowners don’t 
necessarily have. Trial and error 
when designing a home’s inte-
rior can be costly, even if you’re 
not knocking down any walls 
or swinging any hammers. For 
example, after renovating on 
their own, homeowners may 
find they need to replace a new 
couch or dining table that they 
realize contradicts their design 
scheme. Interior designers can 
help homeowners avoid such 

costly mistakes and get it right 
the first time.

· Interior designers can help 
you coordinate your style. Each 
and every component of a 
home’s interior says something 
about its owner. Whether it’s 
their choice of lighting fixtures, 
furniture or even appliances, 
homeowners make a statement 
any time they choose a design 
component for their homes. 
Interior designers can help 
homeowners coordinate their 
styles so each room seamlessly 
transitions to the next one. An 
ultra-modern living room may 
stick out like a sore thumb in a 
home that’s predominantly rus-
tic, and interior designers can 
help homeowners avoid such 
mistakes.

· Interior designers recognize 
what’s trending. Interior design-
ers tend to be up-to-date on 
the latest trends. That can be 

incredibly valuable, especially 
for homeowners who are antic-
ipating putting their homes on 
the market in the near future. 
In such instances, designers 
can help homeowners invest 
in updates or renovations that 
will appeal to today’s buyers, in-
creasing the likelihood that their 
homes will sell more quickly, and 
potentially for more money.

· Interior designers are 
well-connected. Interior de-
signers often collaborate with 
contractors. Those professional 
relationships can help home-
owners avoid the headaches of 
finding the right professionals to 
work with when renovating their 
homes.

Many a homeowner has bene-
fitted from working with interior 
designers. Such partnerships 
can help homeowners trans-
form their residences into the 
home of their dreams.
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exPLoRIng dIffeRent
BAcKyARd StRuctuReS 

Designing an ideal backyard 
space requires forethought and 
an eye for style. Knowing which 
features to include in a yard of-
ten boils down to what home-
owners want to achieve in the 
space. Will it be a relaxing oasis 
or a central entertaining focal 
point?

People often look to various 
structures to add height and vi-
sual interest to outdoor spaces. 
Homeowners will likely come 
across structures like arbors, 
gazebos, pergolas, and even 
trellises as they wade through 
the variety of features they can 
incorporate into backyard plans. 
Each of these structures can add 
appeal, but they also can offer 
shelter from the sun and privacy 
when enjoying the yard. There 
are significant differences be-
tween each structure, so here’s 
an in-depth look at what sets 
them apart.

· Arbor: An arbor is one of the 
more simple garden struc-
tures. It is usually a frame that is 
arched or square-cornered. Most 
homeowners use it as an en-
tryway to a garden or even the 
front of the home. Those with 
green thumbs may cover the 
arbor with climbing and trailing 
plants. The Spruce says arbors 
date back to early Egyptian and 
Roman gardens and were used 
throughout Europe by the late 
16th century.

· Pergola: The words arbor 
and pergola are often used in-
terchangeably, but to suggest 
the two structures are the same 
would not be accurate. Pergo-
la comes from the Italian word 
“pergula,” which means “pro-
jection.” Pergolas were once 
projected from exterior walls 
and supported on one side by 
pillars or columns. Today, arbors 
are usually freestanding units 
with two or four posts. Pergolas 
may be connected on one side 
to a home or another structure. 
Some are freestanding units 
supported by four posts. Pergo-
las tend to be larger and offer 
more privacy and shade than 
arbors.

· Gazebo: Gazebos are more 
defined garden buildings, states 

the contractor referral site Net-
work. Gazebos are freestanding 
units that can be built in various 
shapes. Some are octagonal, 
others are square. Like a pergo-
la, a gazebo is supported by col-
umns and may have low railings 
or built-in benches. Gazebos also 

may have a more solid roof than 
arbors or pergolas, providing sun 
and other weather protection. 
The roof may have added archi-
tectural appeal, like a cupola.

· Trellis: A trellis is a simple, geo-
metrically-shaped structure that 
provides a surface for climbing 

plants. A trellis also may support 
fruit-bearing trees. Trellis work 
may be used in conjunction with 
an arbor or pergola, or be in-
stalled on fencing.

Incorporating structures into 
backyard designs can provide 
functionality and appeal.
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PhASe 2b vAccine APPointMentS 
AvAiLAbLe through AhS

Submitted by govern-
ment of Alberta

As part of Phase 2B of Alber-
ta’s vaccine rollout, anyone 
born in 1963 or earlier with 
eligible health conditions can 
now book appointments with 
Alberta Health Services (AHS) 
online or by calling 811.

Anyone with eligible health 
conditions born in 1963 or 
earlier can also continue 

booking at participating phar-
macies in Calgary, Edmonton 
and Red Deer. In the coming 
weeks, as more vaccine sup-
ply is available, pharmacies 
across Alberta will begin to 
offer bookings. 

As Phase 2B rolls out, addi-
tional birth years for Alber-
tans with underlying health 
conditions will be added in the 
coming days, based on vac-
cine supply.

By April 23, all Albertans 
born in 2005 or earlier with 
eligible high-risk underly-
ing health conditions will be 
able to book an appointment 
through pharmacies and AHS.

Eligible health conditions
Phase 2B of Alberta’s vac-

cine rollout focuses on those 
who have at least one of the 
following underlying health 
conditions:

• A missing spleen or a spleen 

that is no longer working
• Cancer
• Chronic heart disease and 

vascular disease
• Chronic kidney diseases re-

quiring regular medical moni-
toring or treatment

• Chronic liver disease due to 
any cause

• Chronic neurological dis-
ease

• Chronic respiratory (lung) 
diseases

• Diabetes requiring insulin 
or other anti-diabetic medica-
tion to control

• A weakened immune re-
sponse due to disease or treat-
ment

• Anyone who is currently 
pregnant

• Severe mental illness or 
substance use disorder re-
quiring a hospital stay during 
the past year

• Severe obesity
• Severe or profound learn-

ing disabilities or severe de-
velopmental delay

• Solid organ, bone marrow 
or stem cell transplant recip-
ients

Additional information on 
eligible health conditions, in-
cluding examples, is available 
at Alberta.ca/vaccine.

Individuals are not required 
to provide proof of health 
condition, such as a doctor’s 
note. However, you may want 
to talk to your doctor or phar-
macist to help you understand 
if your condition is on this list.

Alberta’s government is re-
sponding to the COVID-19 
pandemic by protecting lives 
and livelihoods with precise 
measures to bend the curve, 
sustain small businesses and 
protect Alberta’s health-care 
system.

Quick facts
• Anyone eligible in Phase 

1 and 2A of Alberta’s vaccine 
rollout who hasn’t yet re-
ceived the vaccine can contin-
ue to book their appointment 
through a participating phar-
macy or AHS.

• As of April 4, more than 
690,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine had been adminis-
tered to Albertans.



CommunityVoice     Page 15April 6, 2021

SPRING 2021

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!
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When Will Self-Driving
CarS hit the roaD?

AutoTUNE-UP

Tech afficionados often know 
when the latest gizmos and 
gadgets are slated to hit the 
market and be made available 
to consumers. Anticipation 

tends to build around every-
thing from the latest version 
of a popular smartphone to a 
new incarnation of a beloved 
gaming system. But perhaps 

no advancement in technolo-
gy is as highly anticipated as 
the self-driving car. Industry ex-
perts note that the hype around 
self-driving cars, sometimes 
referred to as autonomous ve-
hicles, has existed since 2004, 
when United States military ex-
periments involving self-driving 
vehicles in the Mojave Desert 
garnered both attention and 
excitement. That anticipation 
and excitement waned as 2004 
was left further and further be-
hind in the rearview mirror, but 
the race to become the first 
auto manufacturer to build and 
offer driverless vehicles is still 
very much on. For example, in 
2018 General Motors indicat-
ed its intent to make a fleet of 
self-driving taxis available in 
San Francisco by 2020. That did 
not come to fruition, though 

other auto manufacturers, no-
tably Tesla, have indicated they 
have their eyes on potentially 
offering autonomous taxis in 
2021. The COVID-19 pandemic 
complicated, and likely delayed, 
the arrival of self-driving au-
tomobiles, though it remains 
to be seen just how much the 
pandemic affected the arrival of 
driverless vehicles. A recent re-
port from Bloomberg New En-
ergy Finance noted that many 
auto manufacturers who have 
worked on self-driving tech-
nology had initially set their 
sights on deployment in 2021. 
However, lab closures and social 
distancing measures enacted 
in response to the pandemic 
may have made it highly un-
likely that 2021 will be the year 
the world sees its first fleet of 
self-driving taxis hit the road.
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Car trouble? CheCk the fuSe box 

AutoTUNE-UP
Modern automobiles are 

technological marvels that 
rely on electrical components 
more than ever before. Ac-
cording to The Family Handy-
man, vehicles have 40 or 
more fuses grouped in two or 
more places. Just like fuses in 
a home’s electrical panel, au-
tomotive fuses stop excessive 
current flow that can overheat 
circuits, damage equipment 
or cause fires. Any electrical 
component in a vehicle, such 
as the radio or headlights, are 
tied to a fuse.

When something goes awry 
with automotive electrical 
components, drivers may be 
quick to believe the compo-
nents themselves or even 
the car’s battery or alternator 
are to blame. Mechanics say 
that it’s entirely possible that 
a blown fuse is the cause of 
the problem. Simply checking 
and/or replacing the fuse can 

alleviate the issue.
Finding the fuses
The location of the fuse box 

depends on the make and 
model of the vehicle. Drivers 
should consult their owner’s 
manual to learn where the 
fuse boxes are located. Some 
vehicles have two fuse boxes 
that serve different purpos-
es. Engine compartment fuse 
boxes protect certain engine 
components, including the 
anti-lock brake pump. Fuses 
inside or beneath the dash-
board may protect dome 
lights or the air conditioning 
system.

According to How a Car 
Works, the individual fuses 
in the box are typically num-
bered. That makes it easier 
for drivers to determine which 
vehicle components aren’t 
working. If the fuses are not 
numbered, then it’s a matter 
of removing fuses to see which 

circuits stop working to help 
narrow down the issue.

Replacing fuses
Vehicles may have different 

types of fuses. It’s important 
to know which ones are in the 
car so you can get the right re-
placement.

“Blade” fuses are common 
and have a conductive horse-
shoe-shaped metal strip that 
runs through an outer plastic 
housing. If the metal strip ap-
pears broken, the fuse is no 
good.

Cylindrical glass fuses are 
found in some cars. They’re 
also known as “Buss” fuses. If 
the metal strip that runs down 
the center is broken, the fuse 
needs to be replaced.

Older European cars have ce-
ramic fuses built with an out-
er copper conductive surface. 
The narrow part of the copper 
piece breaks in the middle 
when the fuse blows.

Regardless of their design, 
fuses will be clearly labeled 
with their ampere ratings, ac-
cording to CarID. Physically 
remove the fuse using a small, 
specially shaped fuse puller 
tool that may be included in-
side the fuse box. Replace the 
fuse with one of the same am-
perage by gently pushing it 
into place.

If the new fuse blows rela-
tively quickly after replace-
ment, or multiple fuses blow 
at one time, a larger current 
issue may be the problem. 
Consult a mechanic in this in-
stance.
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rcMP inveStigAte A SuDDen DeAth

new cAnADA eMergency
buSineSS Account extenDeD

rcMP inveStigAte breAk AnD enter 
AnD ArreSt two SuSPectS

2021 DuSt controL
ProgrAM unDerwAy

PArkLAnD rcMP ArreSt two
After LocAting StoLen vehicLe

Submitted by Parkland 
rcMP

On March 29, 2021 at 12:30 
p.m. a complainant attended the 
Parkland RCMP Detachment to 

report there was a person lying 
in the ditch of the eastbound 
lane of Hwy 16A near Rotary 
Park in Spruce Grove.

Parkland RCMP members at-
tended and located a deceased 
23-year-old female.  Eastbound 

traffic on Hwy 16A between Vet-
erans Blvd and Campsite Road 
was diverted so investigators 
could conduct an extensive in-
vestigation.  

Investigation revealed that the 
death was not suspicious in na-

ture.  There are various factors 
that, as a whole, may have con-
tributed to this tragedy.

Out of respect for the deceased 
and her family, no further details 
will be released.

Gerald Soroka, Member of Par-
liament for Yellowhead, wish-
es to advise that the deadline 
for the new Canada Emergency 
Business Account (CEBA) appli-
cations is being extended from 
March 31 to June 30, 2021.

This deadline extension ap-
plies to any new applications 
for CEBA loans of $60,000 or to 
new applications from business-
es that have already received the 
$40,000 loan and intend to ap-
ply for the additional $20,000.

The extension will allow more 
businesses to access the support 
they need as Canada’s economy 
continues to deal with localized 
public health restrictions and, 
for a number of businesses, re-
duced opening hours or reduced 

demand for services. Extending 
the application deadline to June 
2021 also aligns CEBA with the 
timelines of other federal gov-
ernment support programs for 
business.

Submitted by Parkland 
rcMP

On March 24, 2021 at 1:53 a.m. 
Parkland RCMP responded to a 
break and enter in progress at 
a business near the Mink Lake 
Campground. When RCMP offi-
cers arrived at the location they 
observed two suspects running 
from the business.  RCMP of-
ficer’s engaged in a foot chase. 
One suspect was captured and 
taken into custody. The second 

suspect was later apprehended 
by RCMP Police Dog Services 
(PDS) and arrested without in-
cident.

A loaded firearm and ammu-
nition were located inside the 
suspect’s vehicle.  Both suspects 
were found to be in possession 
of a controlled substance.

Shane Black (26) of Bluffton, 
Alta. was charged with:

• Break and enter with intent
• Resist/obstruct peace officer
• Possess break-in instruments

• Mischief under $5000
• Possession of a controlled 

substance (methamphetamine) 
(x2)

• Weapons offences (x4) 
• Fail to comply with release 

order condition (x7)
Jesse Herman (33) of Bluffton, 

Alta. was charged with:
• Break and enter with intent
• Resist/obstruct peace officer
• Possess break-in instruments
• Mischief under $5000
• Possession of a controlled 

substance (methamphetamine)
• Weapons offences (x4) 
Both of the accused were held 

for judicial interim release hear-
ings. 

Shane Black was remanded 
into custody.  His next appear-
ance is scheduled for April 7, 2021 
at Stony Plain Provincial Court. 
Jesse Herman was released.  His 
next appearance is scheduled for 
April 28, 2021 at Stony Plain Pro-
vincial Court.

Submitted by Lac Ste. 
Anne county

The County offers an annual 
Calcium Dust Suppression Pro-
gram to assist in the reduction 
of the impact of dust on resi-
dential rural properties adjacent 
to County roadways. If you wish 

to participate in this program, 
download an application form 
at LSAC.ca/dust. Remember: the 
deadline to apply is April 30.

Two dust applications are 
available:

• Purchasing calcium with a 
gravel application: $877 + GST 
per 100m min

• Purchasing calcium without 

a gravel application: $558 + GST 
per 100 m min

It is the Applicant’s responsibil-
ity to notify the County’s Public 
Works Department, via applica-
tion, which option is preferable.

To reduce cost, calcium will be 
applied to all County-chosen lo-
cations (intersections most sus-
ceptible to washboard) without 

an application.
To participate in the program, 

you must have your munici-
pal address sign posted prior to 
submitting an application. Other 
conditions apply. For more in-
formation, please visit LSAC.ca/
dust.

Submitted by Parkland 
rcMP

On March 19, 2021 at 3:00 a.m., 
Parkland RCMP were advised 
that Air One, from the Edmonton 
Police Service, was following a 
vehicle that had been stolen out 
of Edmonton.  Parkland RCMP 

attempted to stop the suspect 
vehicle, however, the driver of 
the vehicle refused to stop for 
police.

Air One continued to follow 
and advised the suspect vehicle 
entered the hamlet of Wabamun.  
Using covert methods, the RCMP 
were able to successfully dis-

able the vehicle.  Two suspects 
fled the scene on foot and were 
apprehended after RCMP Police 
Dog Services (PDS) were de-
ployed.

The female suspect, Taylor 
Robulak (34) from Iron Springs, 
Alta. and Royston Watson (37) 
from Golden, B.C. are charged 

with:
• Flight from peace officer
• Dangerous operation of a mo-

tor vehicle
• Possession of property ob-

tained by crime over $5000
Both are scheduled to appear 

in Stony Plain Provincial Court 
on May 12, 2021.
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
Help Wanted

GRANDE TIRE ONOWAY 
(Con-Tec Tire & Auto) is 
looking for a tire technician. 
Applicant must be 18 years or 
older and have a valid drivers 
license. Tire experience is 
preferred.  Competitive wage 
offered based on experience. 
Benefit program is available. 
Please submit resumes 
to contectire@xplornet.
com (PDF form)or may be 
dropped off at 5115 Lac Ste 
Anne Trail N in Onoway. (4) 
06-04 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK 
UP - Repairs NOT over $50. 
Get today good clean laptop 
for ONLY $150. FREE repairs 
for single parents and NO 
income. Upgrades, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Save photos, 
documents from old 
computers. WANTED: old, 
used, broken computers - 
Will clear ALL data. Call 780-
892-2407 (21) 23-02

Pets For Sale

 
Smaller female Shepard /
Collie 11/2 yrs.old. Very 
intelligence , obeys loves to 
play. 780-785-2193. (2) 06-04

Dog Caretaker
Alberta beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal getaway? 
worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 

Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 23-03 OG

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 

air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 
Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 
to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 
4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-

1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
23-03 OG

April 6, 2021
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