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EvAnsburg HEritAgE 

HousE rEcEivEs grAnt

YcFD rEgionAl crEw 
tAcklEs complEx rEscuE

submitted by Elizabeth 
van Hecke

We are thrilled to share 
with our community that 
the Evansburg Heritage 
House has received a grant 
for $25,000 from the Feder-
al New Horizons for Seniors 
Program. 

We plan on using the fund-
ing to do some much need-
ed upgrades like, painting, 
new flooring, & a new dish-
washer.  

We would like to thank 
our MP of Yellowhead, Ger-
ald Soroka, for stopping by 

and gifting us a Canadian 
Flag, and congratulating us 

on receiving the grant.

submitted by Yellow-
head county

Yellowhead County Fire 
Department (YCFD) mem-
bers train tirelessly to be 
prepared for any emergen-
cy in the county. When pro-
tecting over 22,000 square 
kilometers of varied and 
distant terrain, you never 
know what to expect—but 

you best be prepared for 
anything when you get the 
call.

On March 27, 10 YCFD fire 
fighters put their training 
to the test when they were 
called in to respond to two 
people who had fallen down 
Pembina River’s bank. Ini-
tial crews arrived within 
minutes, and support crews 
from throughout the county 

were immediately en route. 
The crews found them-

selves setting up at mid-
night in cold, dark, and 
slippery conditions. Before 
them was a 30 foot cliff that 
would have to be carefully 
navigated. At the bottom of 
the cliff were the two people 
who had been stranded for 
over 24 hours.

Continued on Page 2
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YCFD Regional Crew 
Tackles Complex Rescue

Continued from Page 1

Responding to structure 
fires is just one facet of 
YCFD’s work. Rope rescue 
is a very real part of the 

job and a necessary skill to 
practice for our fire fight-
ers. Luckily, our members 
throughout the region are 
thoroughly trained—they 
quickly assessed the situa-
tion and began a setup for a 
technical rope team rescue.

With the support of their 
crew, two rescuers rap-
pelled down the sheer cliff 
and reached the strand-
ed individuals. After a 
thorough assessment of 
their condition, rescuers 
then transferred them to 
a Stokes Basket—a type of 
splint stretcher meant to 
minimize trauma to injured 
persons.

The team at the top of the 
cliff began to haul the res-
cuers with the basketed in-

dividuals in tow. Thanks to 
the diligence and training of 
our members, the operation 
went smoothly, and the two 
people were soon turned 
over to EMS.

“Our members dedicate 
themselves to a profession 
that requires countless 
hours of training so that 
they can be the answer for 
an occasion such as this,” 
commented YCFD Fire 
Chief Albert Bahri. “This is a 
perfect example of how our 
fire fighters will respond to 
any situation when the pub-
lic calls on them.”

Find out how you can train 
with the county’s finest and 
serve your community 
proudly by visiting www.
yhcfirefighters.com.

April 6, 2021
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A mEssAgE From mlA mArk smitH
submitted by mlA mark 

smith | Drayton valley – 
Devon constituency

On March 24, 2021, the Cana-
da Venture Capital and Private 
Equity Association released 
their annual report. It affirmed 
what Alberta’s government has 
said for months: that for ven-
ture capital in Alberta, 2020 
was a record-shattering year. 
Notably, 2020 saw significant 
investments in Edmonton and 
Calgary, in particular. 

This is excellent news for the 
province of Alberta, especially 
when compared to the rest of 
the country. Nationwide, Can-
ada’s venture capital invest-
ment was down 29 per cent in 
2020. In comparison, Alberta’s 
venture capital investment 
doubled, with $455,000,000 in 
deals.

This investment is extremely 
positive for Alberta’s economy. 
Jobber, Symend and Neo Fi-
nancial, all Alberta-based com-
panies, have announced that 
they raised record amounts of 
funds this past year. These sig-
nificant levels of venture capi-
tal investment demonstrate the 
momentum of growth in our 
province’s tech and innovation 
sector, helping get Albertans 
back to work as we continue 
to respond to the economic 
challenges associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Alberta Enterprise Corpora-
tion played an important role 
in the majority of the venture 
capital investments made last 
year. These investments, cou-
pled with recent announce-
ments from companies such 
as mCloud and Infosys stat-
ing that they are moving their 
operations to Alberta, means 
technology companies and in-
novators are starting to notice 
that Alberta is a good place 
to invest and run their opera-
tions.

2019 and 2020 were both re-
cord years for venture capital 
in Alberta. With this pattern of 
growth, the provincial govern-
ment’s recapitalization of Al-
berta Enterprise Corporation, 
and new policies that encour-
age innovation and investment 
right here in our province, we 
have built a strong founda-

tion to ensure 2021 is another 
strong year for our tech and 
innovation sector. This is truly 
a turning point for diversifica-
tion and growth in our provin-
cial economy.

Albertans are resolute, and 
every single one of us is de-
termined to ensure Alberta’s 
economy rebounds from this 
pandemic stronger than ever 
before. Last year’s capital ven-
ture investment numbers and 
recent company relocations 
demonstrate that our plan to 
grow and diversify our econ-
omy is working, and we are 

doing everything we can to 
emerges from the COVID-19 
pandemic in an excellent po-
sition.

Record Breaking Year for 
Venture Capital Investment

In 2020, Alberta’s venture 
capital investment doubled 
with $455,000,000 in deals.

2020 was a record-shatter-
ing year for venture capital in 
the province, building upon 
2019’s record year. While the 
country’s venture capital in-
vestment was down almost 
30 per cent last year, Alberta’s 
doubled with $455,000,000 in 

deals. Alberta Enterprise Cor-
poration (AEC) played a critical 
role in 53 per cent of the ven-
ture capital investments made 
last year. With two incredible 
years for Alberta’s tech sector, 
the recapitalization of AEC and 
new policies that encourage 
innovation and investment, 
there are some much-needed 
signs of hope for Alberta. Our 
province has built a solid foun-
dation to ensure 2021 will be 
another historic year for this 
sector and a turning point for 
economic growth.

April 6, 2021
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pArklAnD rcmp invEstigAtE
A suDDEn DEAtH

mp gErAlD sorokA
commEnts on bill c-7

submitted by parkland 
rcmp

Spruce Grove, Alta. – On 
March 29, 2021 at 12:30 p.m. 
a complainant attended the 
Parkland RCMP Detach-
ment to report there was a 

person lying in the ditch of 
the eastbound lane of Hwy 
16A near Rotary Park in 
Spruce Grove.

Parkland RCMP members 
attended and located a de-
ceased 23-year-old female.  
Eastbound traffic on Hwy 

16A between Veterans Blvd 
and Campsite Road was 
diverted so investigators 
could conduct an extensive 
investigation.  

Investigation revealed 
that the death was not sus-
picious in nature.  There are 

various factors that, as a 
whole, may have contribut-
ed to this tragedy.

Out of respect for the de-
ceased and her family, no 
further details will be re-
leased.

submitted by gerald so-
roka,  mp for Yellowhead

OTTAWA: Gerald Soroka, 
Member of Parliament for 
Yellowhead commented on 
Bill C-7 ‘An Act to amend 
the Criminal Code (medical 
assistance in dying) after 
the votes were tallied.

“Tonight, MPs voted on 
Bill C-7 in the House of 

Commons. I have received 
many questions via email 
as to how I voted from both 
those in favour of the Bill 
and those against.

Prior to voting on Bill C-7 
Conservatives tried to in-
troduce an amendment to 
remove the expansion of 
MAID eligibility to those 
with mental illness. I sup-
ported this amendment in 
an effort to ensure we are 

not putting our most vul-
nerable at risk. Unfortu-
nately, this amendment was 
defeated by the Liberals and 
the Bloc.

On Bill C-7 itself I thor-
oughly examined the leg-
islation and thought about 
the different perspectives 
constituents raised with 
me on this issue. However, 
without safeguards to pro-
tect those that are mentally 

ill I could not in good con-
science support this Bill.

I believe in extreme cir-
cumstances when someone 
is in pain and all other op-
tions have been exhausted, 
we must allow people ac-
cess to MAID. This Bill how-
ever is too wide reaching 
and puts vulnerable popu-
lations at risk. I was disap-
pointed to see this legisla-
tion passed.”
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2020 tAx guiDE inFormAtion

mp gErAlD sorokA QuEstions 
tHE govErnmEnt on its bunglED 

QuArAntinE HotEl scHEmE

submitted by gerald so-
roka,  mp for Yellowhead

March 24, 2021
OTTAWA: Gerald Soro-

ka, Member of Parliament 

for Yellowhead, is pleased 
to provide his constituents 
with a ‘Tax Guide’ to assist 
them in preparing their 
2020 tax return.

“During tax time it is im-

perative that you receive all 
the benefits you qualify for,” 
concluded MP Soroka.

 Take a look through the 
Tax Guide to find some of 
the tax savings you may 

claim at: 
h t t p s : / / d r i v e . g o o g l e .

com/fi le/d/1NOFt4jkI-
UNdz6D-r3TiKp_dOPUH-
0vXFl/view?usp=sharing

submitted by gerald so-
roka,  mp for Yellowhead

OTTAWA: Gerald Soro-
ka, Member of Parliament 
for Yellowhead, asked the 
following question today 
during Question Period.

He said:  
“Madam Speaker, the gov-

ernment has completely 
bungled its quarantine ho-
tel scheme. Conservatives 
have been calling for a 
post-arrival testing regime 

since the beginning. The 
Calgary International Air-
port pilot project showed 
that this could be done 
successfully. I recently met 
with travel agents to dis-
cuss the impacts of COVID 
on the sector and its path to 
recovery.

When will the government 
abandon its failed hotel 
quarantine debacle and in-
stead implement post-ar-
rival testing?”

Reply:

Mr. Darren Fisher (Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health, Lib.):

“Madam Speaker, Canada 
has some of the strictest 
travel and border measures 
in the world. New variants 
of concern have made it 
very important that we take 
further steps to protect Ca-
nadians from COVID-19. 
We have been clear from 
the start of this pandemic 
that no one should be trav-
elling. We have to get that 

message through. Doing so 
can put people and their 
loved ones at risk. From the 
start we have had the safe-
ty and health of Canadians 
in mind, and we will always 
act to protect that.”

The video of the ex-
change can be found at:  
ht tps ://www.facebook.
com/GeraldSorokamp/vid-
eos/904095350443950/ 
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pHAsE 2b vAccinE AppointmEnts 
AvAilAblE tHrougH AHs

submitted by govern-
ment of Alberta

As part of Phase 2B of Alber-
ta’s vaccine rollout, anyone 
born in 1963 or earlier with 
eligible health conditions can 
now book appointments with 
Alberta Health Services (AHS) 
online or by calling 811.

Anyone with eligible health 
conditions born in 1963 or ear-
lier can also continue booking 
at participating pharmacies in 
Calgary, Edmonton and Red 
Deer. In the coming weeks, as 
more vaccine supply is avail-
able, pharmacies across Alber-
ta will begin to offer bookings. 

As Phase 2B rolls out, addi-
tional birth years for Alber-
tans with underlying health 
conditions will be added in the 
coming days, based on vaccine 
supply.

By April 23, all Albertans born 
in 2005 or earlier with eligible 
high-risk underlying health 
conditions will be able to book 

an appointment through phar-
macies and AHS.

“Launching Phase 2B pro-
vides more Albertans, their 
families, and our communi-
ties across the province the 
hope of brighter days ahead. 
Our staff are working diligent-
ly, every day, to ensure we are 
providing vaccine to eligible 
Albertans as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible and appre-
ciate everyone’s patience as we 
work to include more eligible 
Albertans in the weeks ahead.” 
- Dr. Verna Yiu, president and 
CEO, Alberta Health Services 

Eligible health conditions
Phase 2B of Alberta’s vaccine 

rollout focuses on those who 
have at least one of the follow-
ing underlying health condi-
tions:

• A missing spleen or a spleen 
that is no longer working

• Cancer
• Chronic heart disease and 

vascular disease
• Chronic kidney diseases re-

quiring regular medical moni-
toring or treatment

• Chronic liver disease due to 
any cause

• Chronic neurological dis-
ease

• Chronic respiratory (lung) 
diseases

• Diabetes requiring insulin 
or other anti-diabetic medica-
tion to control

• A weakened immune re-
sponse due to disease or treat-
ment

• Anyone who is currently 
pregnant

• Severe mental illness or 
substance use disorder requir-
ing a hospital stay during the 
past year

• Severe obesity
• Severe or profound learning 

disabilities or severe develop-
mental delay

• Solid organ, bone marrow 
or stem cell transplant recip-
ients

Additional information on 
eligible health conditions, in-

cluding examples, is available 
at Alberta.ca/vaccine.

Individuals are not required 
to provide proof of health con-
dition, such as a doctor’s note. 
However, you may want to talk 
to your doctor or pharmacist 
to help you understand if your 
condition is on this list.

Alberta’s government is re-
sponding to the COVID-19 
pandemic by protecting lives 
and livelihoods with precise 
measures to bend the curve, 
sustain small businesses and 
protect Alberta’s health-care 
system.

Quick facts
• Anyone eligible in Phase 

1 and 2A of Alberta’s vaccine 
rollout who hasn’t yet re-
ceived the vaccine can contin-
ue to book their appointment 
through a participating phar-
macy or AHS.

• As of April 4, more than 
690,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine had been adminis-
tered to Albertans.
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APRIL 2021

Spring to it! Get started on your
Home Improvement To-Do list!

Check out our Spring Home Reno guide
for ideas, inspiration, advice and

valuable local advertising!
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VARIAbLes To ConsIdeR When
ChoosIng A MedIA RooM

The term “home theater” once 
made homeowners who love 
movies and sports dream of 
the day when they could dedi-
cate a large area in their home 
to watching the big game or 
their favorite films. Such rooms 
are now widely referred to as 
“media rooms.” Though the ter-
minology may have changed, 
media rooms are not all that dif-
ferent from home theaters.

Before choosing an area of 
their home as their designated 
media room, homeowners must 
consider a host of variables to 
ensure they get as much out of 
the room as possible.

· Location and shape: Of course 
the location of the room is of 
the utmost importance. Media 
rooms tend to be more social 
settings than traditional home 
theaters, which were often de-
signed to be isolated from the 

rest of the home so noise and 
natural light did not adversely 
affect the film-watching expe-
rience. Homeowners may not 
want their media rooms to be in 
high traffic areas of their homes, 
but they needn’t be completely 
secluded, either. The renovation 
experts at the DIY Network note 
that the shape of a room should 
be considered before designat-
ing it as the media room. In gen-
eral, square rooms are not ideal, 
as such rooms can produce 
harmonic distortions. A rect-
angular room likely won’t pro-
duce such distortions, especially 
when homeowners place their 
screens and primary speakers 
on short walls. It’s important 
that homeowners do not down-
play the importance of sound, as 
media rooms, unlike traditional 
home theaters, may be used for 
listening to music just as much 

as they are for watching films or 
sports. Viewers may not recog-
nize distortions when watching 
something, but homeowners 
may notice these abnormalities 
when listening to music.

· Windows: Media rooms are 
multi-purpose rooms, so home-
owners don’t need to remove 
rooms with windows from 
consideration. But the experts 
at the DIY Network note that 
windows are hard surfaces that 
can reflect sound and distort 
audio, and the light that gets in 
through windows can produce 
reflections on the viewing sur-
face. Each of those factors can 
adversely affect your listening 
and viewing experience. A room 
with windows can still make for 
a good media room, but you 
may want to invest in some 
blackout curtains to mitigate 
some of the disadvantages of 

having windows in the room.
· Wall colors: The colors of the 

walls in the room is another 
variable homeowners will have 
to consider. Homeowners won’t 
want to host guests for the big 
game in rooms with darkened 
walls, as that can create a drea-
ry atmosphere and potentially 
make people tired. But espe-
cially bright colors will reflect 
light and adversely affect the 
viewing experience. Neutral col-
ors should not affect the colors 
on the screen, making them 
the ideal color choice for media 
room walls.

Media rooms are high on 
many homeowners’ renovation 
lists. Considering a host of vari-
ables prior to designating an 
area for a media room can en-
sure the finished product is as 
enjoyable as possible.
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sAfeTy fIRsT When PoWeR
WAshIng youR hoMe ThIs sPRIng 

Harsh winters can take a toll 
on home exteriors. Dirt and 
grime can build up on exterior 
home surfaces over the course 
of the winter, affecting the 
appearance of the siding of a 
home as well as outdoor enter-
taining areas.

Power washing is a great way 
to give a home a fresh, clean 
look in spring. But there’s more 
to power than simply renting 
the right equipment and get-
ting to work. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
notes that there are many risks 
associated with using pow-
er washers. For instance, the 
CDC says strong spray from 
power washers can cause seri-
ous wounds that initially seem 
minor. However, such wounds 
can lead to infection or disabil-
ity if left untreated. In addition, 
if manufacturer safety instruc-
tions are not followed, electric 
shock can occur due to improp-

er use.
Homeowners who are intend-

ing to power wash their own 
homes this spring should first 
determine if they’re physical-
ly capable of doing so. Power 
washers can be difficult for 
some people to control, so it’s 
imperative that homeowners 
honestly assess their physical 
abilities before renting a unit. 
The CDC urges homeowners 
who determine they can safely 
handle power washers to take 
these additional safety steps to 
make sure the process of clean-
ing their home exteriors goes 
smoothly.

· Never point a pressure wash-
er at yourself or others.

· Do not attempt to push or 
move objects with spray from 
the washer. If anything is in your 
way, turn the power washer off 
and then move the obstruction.

· Never use a gasoline pow-
ered washer in an enclosed 

space, which can increase the 
risk of carbon monoxide poi-
soning.

· Always test the ground 
fault circuit interrupter (circuit 
breaker or outlet) before using 
a pressure washer.

· Always plug a properly 
grounded pressure washer into 
a properly grounded receptacle.

· If an extension cord must be 
used, keep the pressure wash-
er’s power cord connection out 
of and away from any standing 
water, and use a heavy duty ex-
tension cord with components 
rated for use in wet locations. 
Keep both the power cord and 
extension cord connections as 
far away as possible from the 
item being washed and away 
from any water runoff. While 
power washing, periodically 
take note of the location of the 
extension cord connections to 
ensure they are not in a puddle.

· Wear rubber-soled shoes that 

provide some insulation when 
using the pressure washer.

· Never cut or splice the pres-
sure washer’s power cord or ex-
tension cords.

· Never remove the grounding 
prong from the pressure wash-
er’s power cord plug or the ex-
tension cord.

· Pause the project if a circuit 
breaker is tripped. Always have 
a qualified electrician check the 
pressure washer for electrical 
problems after it has tripped a 
circuit breaker.

· Never allow children to op-
erate a pressure washer. Keep 
children at a safe distance when 
an adult is using a pressure 
washer.

Power washing can give a 
home a whole new look after a 
winter’s worth of dirt and grime 
builds up on the home’s exteri-
or. Safety must remain the ut-
most priority when operating a 
power washer on your own.
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hoW To Choose The RIghT
LIghTIng InsIde youR hoMe 

When choosing lighting for 
their homes, homeowners must 
walk a fine line between appear-
ance and functionality. A fixture 
in the foyer that instantly im-
presses visitors likely won’t prove 
as awe-inspiring if it’s installed in 
the living room. When choosing 
lighting for a home, some gen-
eral rules about what works in 
each room can help homeown-
ers make the most informed de-
cision.

Kitchen: Kitchens are often 
the busiest room in a home, so 
lighting here can be especially 
important. A kitchen often ben-
efits, both practically and aes-
thetically, from different types of 
lighting. For example, pendant 
lighting above kitchen islands 
can make meal preparation eas-
ier and safer, but such lighting 
likely won’t work in breakfast 
nooks and informal dining areas 
in the kitchen. Recessed light-
ing works best in such areas. 

In kitchens with no island, un-
der-cabinet lighting can be used 
to illuminate countertops and 
simplify meal preparation.

Formal dining room: Many 
people enjoy the look of chande-
liers in formal dining rooms, and 
such fixtures can be installed 
directly above the dinner table. 
The interior design experts at 
Better Homes & Gardens advise 
hanging chandeliers roughly 33 
inches above the table in dining 
rooms with eight-foot ceilings, 
adding three inches for each 
additional foot above eight feet. 
Darkened dining areas may be 
ideal in restaurants, but home-
owners may want to split the 
difference at home and choose 
dimmable chandeliers for their 
dining rooms. This allows home-
owners to dim the lights for ro-
mantic dinners but turn them 
up for family gatherings with 
lots of people around the table.

Living room: Adaptability also 

is important in the living room, 
where homeowners may host 
anything from movie nights to 
book clubs to parties for the big 
game. It can be a tall order to ac-
commodate such a wide range 
of activities, and many home-
owners come down to decid-
ing between recessed lighting 
and track lighting. If the living 
room currently has neither style, 
homeowners should recognize 
that it will cost considerably less 
to install track lighting than re-
cessed lighting. Better Homes 
& Gardens notes that flexible 
track lighting provides ambi-
ent, task or accent lighting, and 
track lights can even be moved 
to change lighting schemes at 
any time, making them a bud-
get-friendly option for home-
owners whose living rooms are 
multi-purpose spaces. Recessed 
lighting also works well in living 
rooms, especially ones with low 
ceilings. That’s because recessed 

lighting is installed into the ceil-
ing, meaning it does not take 
up any visual space in the room. 
That can help living rooms feel 
bigger.

Bedroom: The home improve-
ment experts at BobVila.com 
note that bedroom lighting 
should provide enough light 
when getting dressed, but also 
be able to be toned down as 
residents prepare for their bed-
time routines. Both portable and 
installed lighting can be used in 
bedrooms to serve these vari-
ous functions. Recessed fixtures 
that dim can ensure there’s am-
ple light to get dressed in the 
morning, but they also can be 
dimmed at night as residents try 
to get ready to sleep. Portable 
nightstand lights can make it 
easier for couples sharing a bed-
room, allowing one person to 
stay up and read while the other 
goes to sleep.



Page 12     CommunityVoice April 6, 2021

exPLoRIng dIffeRenT
bACkyARd sTRuCTuRes 

Designing an ideal backyard 
space requires forethought 
and an eye for style. Knowing 
which features to include in a 
yard often boils down to what 
homeowners want to achieve 
in the space. Will it be a relax-
ing oasis or a central enter-
taining focal point?

People often look to vari-
ous structures to add height 
and visual interest to outdoor 
spaces. Homeowners will like-
ly come across structures like 
arbors, gazebos, pergolas, and 
even trellises as they wade 
through the variety of features 
they can incorporate into 

backyard plans. Each of these 
structures can add appeal, but 
they also can offer shelter from 
the sun and privacy when en-
joying the yard. There are sig-
nificant differences between 
each structure, so here’s an in-
depth look at what sets them 
apart.

· Arbor: An arbor is one of the 
more simple garden struc-
tures. It is usually a frame that 
is arched or square-cornered. 
Most homeowners use it as an 
entryway to a garden or even 
the front of the home. Those 
with green thumbs may cover 
the arbor with climbing and 
trailing plants. The Spruce says 
arbors date back to early Egyp-
tian and Roman gardens and 
were used throughout Europe 
by the late 16th century.

· Pergola: The words arbor 
and pergola are often used 
interchangeably, but to sug-
gest the two structures are 
the same would not be accu-
rate. Pergola comes from the 
Italian word “pergula,” which 
means “projection.” Pergolas 
were once projected from ex-
terior walls and supported on 
one side by pillars or columns. 
Today, arbors are usually free-
standing units with two or four 
posts. Pergolas may be con-
nected on one side to a home 
or another structure. Some are 
freestanding units supported 
by four posts. Pergolas tend to 
be larger and offer more priva-
cy and shade than arbors.

· Gazebo: Gazebos are more 
defined garden buildings, 
states the contractor refer-
ral site Network. Gazebos are 
freestanding units that can be 
built in various shapes. Some 
are octagonal, others are 
square. Like a pergola, a ga-
zebo is supported by columns 
and may have low railings or 
built-in benches. Gazebos also 
may have a more solid roof 
than arbors or pergolas, pro-
viding sun and other weather 
protection. The roof may have 
added architectural appeal, 
like a cupola.

· Trellis: A trellis is a simple, 
geometrically-shaped struc-
ture that provides a surface 
for climbing plants. A trellis 
also may support fruit-bearing 
trees. Trellis work may be used 
in conjunction with an arbor 
or pergola, or be installed on 
fencing.

Incorporating structures into 
backyard designs can provide 
functionality and appeal.
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The benefITs of WoRkIng WITh
An InTeRIoR desIgneR 

Home is where the heart is, 
and it’s also where homeown-
ers express their style. Though 
interior design may come nat-
urally to some homeowners, 
many more can benefit from 
a little help defining their style 
and translating that style into a 
beautiful home. In such instanc-
es, interior designers can be 
the most valuable investments 
homeowners make in their 
homes.

Homeowners may hear “inte-
rior designer” and immediately 
hear the sound of cash registers 
ringing in their heads. However, 
many interior designers offer 
various services, including hour-
ly consultations, that can make 
them cost-effective, especially 
for homeowners who are still 
trying to define their style and 
decide just how they want their 
homes to look. That’s just one of 

the many benefits of working 
with interior design profession-
als.

· Interior designers can save 
homeowners money. Much like 
it’s best for homeowners with 
no DIY experience to hire pro-
fessional contractors when ren-
ovating their homes, paying an 
interior designer when you have 
little experience with design 
can help you avoid potentially 
costly mistakes. Interior design-
ers are skilled at transforming 
homeowners’ visions into fin-
ished products, and that’s a 
valuable skill homeowners don’t 
necessarily have. Trial and error 
when designing a home’s inte-
rior can be costly, even if you’re 
not knocking down any walls 
or swinging any hammers. For 
example, after renovating on 
their own, homeowners may 
find they need to replace a new 

couch or dining table that they 
realize contradicts their design 
scheme. Interior designers can 
help homeowners avoid such 
costly mistakes and get it right 
the first time.

· Interior designers can help 
you coordinate your style. Each 
and every component of a 
home’s interior says something 
about its owner. Whether it’s 
their choice of lighting fixtures, 
furniture or even appliances, 
homeowners make a statement 
any time they choose a design 
component for their homes. 
Interior designers can help 
homeowners coordinate their 
styles so each room seamlessly 
transitions to the next one. An 
ultra-modern living room may 
stick out like a sore thumb in a 
home that’s predominantly rus-
tic, and interior designers can 
help homeowners avoid such 

mistakes.
· Interior designers recognize 

what’s trending. Interior design-
ers tend to be up-to-date on 
the latest trends. That can be 
incredibly valuable, especially 
for homeowners who are antic-
ipating putting their homes on 
the market in the near future. 
In such instances, designers 
can help homeowners invest 
in updates or renovations that 
will appeal to today’s buyers, in-
creasing the likelihood that their 
homes will sell more quickly, 
and potentially for more money.

· Interior designers are 
well-connected. Interior de-
signers often collaborate with 
contractors. Those professional 
relationships can help home-
owners avoid the headaches of 
finding the right professionals 
to work with when renovating 
their homes.
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SPRING 2021

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!
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Automotive PArts And FeAtures 
thAt Are now obsolete

AutoTUNE-UP
Each model year vehicles 

evolve a little further. What once 
was popular or essential gets up-
dated with something new and 
a little more innovative. While 
certain car parts may always be 
necessary, others may age out or 
evolve over the years.

One of the challenges auto-
motive repair professionals of-
ten face is the constant need to 
stay abreast of the changes in 
automotive design. As features 
change, so does the knowledge 
required to keep vehicles on the 
road. The following are some of 
the components you likely won’t 
find rolling off of the assembly 
line these days.

· Carburetor: Vehicles previous-
ly used a carburetor, which was 
a bulky device that sat on top 
of the engine. Classic cars have 
carburetors, but modern ones 
do not. Most car manufactur-

ers stopped using carburetors 
in the 1980s because fuel injec-
tor systems proved to be more 
efficient and improved fuel 
economy. Carburetors created 
an air-fuel mixture needed for 
engine combustion. Very often 
carburetors were the culprits in 
poor engine performance be-
cause they weren’t creating the 
right air and fuel mixture. Also, 
jets on the carburetor could eas-
ily become clogged.

· Generator: Modern automo-
biles no longer use a generator, 
which is a device used to pro-
duce electricity through the ro-
tation of fine wires in a magnetic 
field. Cars today use alternators. 
Instead of an armature rotating 
inside a stationary magnetic 
field as with a generator, an al-
ternator has a magnetic field 
that rotates around a stationary 
armature, according to the on-

line resource Electrical Technol-
ogy. Alternators are more effi-
cient because they can produce 
more power, even charging a car 
battery, at low engine speeds 
and idling.

· Audible turn signals: Turn 
signals, also called blinkers, typ-
ically have a clicking sound to 
alert the driver that the signal 
is still engaged and needs to be 
switched off after a turn. Howev-
er, many modern cars are phas-
ing out audible turn signals.

· Car keys: Newer vehicles do 
not have stamped metal keys, 
which have been replaced by 
electronic fobs. When the fob is 
near to the vehicle, doors auto-
matically unlock. The fob is used 
in combination with a push-but-
ton ignition, making a key start 
obsolete.

· Full size spare tires: Not too 
long ago, if a flat tire required a 

roadside change, drivers could 
rely on a full-sized spare in the 
trunk or under the vehicle. Ac-
cording to AAA, spare tires have 
been replaced by tire inflator kits 
on millions of vehicles in the last 
10 model years. Finding a full-
sized spare is a rare occurrence.

· Control knobs: Radios, heat-
ing and cooling systems and 
other car features are increas-
ingly being activated by but-
tons or digital displays. Gone 
are knobs and actual levers. This 
may be one feature that may 
have decreased safety and effi-
ciency. Buttons rather than eas-
ily manipulated knobs require 
drivers to take their eyes off the 
road to find them and engage.

People in the market for new 
vehicles should familiarize 
themselves with features that 
already are extinct or are slowly 
becoming obsolete.
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whAt to look For when test 
driving Preowned vehicles 

AutoTUNE-UP
Preowned vehicles have be-

come hot commodities in re-
cent years, reflecting a change 
in what drivers are looking for 
when it’s time to get a new ride.

According to the market 
and consumer data experts at 
Statista, preowned vehicle sales 
increased every year between 
2014 and 2019 and more than 
doubled the number of new 
cars sold each year during that 
period. For example, in 2019 
United States car buyers pur-
chased 40.8 million preowned 
vehicles and right around 17 
million new vehicles.

There are many reasons why 
more car buyers are increas-
ingly looking to the preowned 
vehicle market when replacing 
their existing vehicles. Certified 
preowned vehicles have in-
creased consumer confidence 
in used cars and trucks and ex-

tended warranties have helped 
ease concerns buyers may have 
about such vehicles.

As reliable as preowned ve-
hicles can be, prospective buy-
ers must remain diligent when 
considering a used car and 
truck. Potential mechanical is-
sues can be discussed with a 
mechanic of buyers’ choosing, 
but it’s up to drivers to gauge 
other factors that can affect 
how enjoyable it may or may 
not be to drive a given vehicle. 
Test drives remain a great way 
to get a feel for preowned ve-
hicles and prospective buyers 
can consider various factors to 
determine if a given car or truck 
is for them.

· Comfort: Comfort is a big 
consideration when purchas-
ing new vehicles, and there’s no 
reason to downplay the impor-
tance of comfort when shop-

ping for preowned vehicles. 
Consider the available head-
room and legroom when test 
driving a vehicle, but also take 
note of comfort-based accesso-
ries that the vehicle may or may 
not have. For example, if you’ve 
grown accustomed to heated 
seats on your existing vehicle, 
then a preowned vehicle with-
out such seats, or one without 
functioning heated seats, will 
likely bother you in the years to 
come.

· Visibility: Sight lines vary 
from vehicle to vehicle, so 
make sure your test drive is 
long enough to give you an 
accurate idea of a vehicle’s visi-
bility. Blind spots may not differ 
much in new versus older mod-
els or even in vehicles made by 
the same manufacturer, but 
they can differ considerably 
between manufacturers (i.e., 

Toyota versus Nissan). Get a feel 
for blind spots during the test 
drive to determine if the you’ll 
be comfortable driving a given 
vehicle.

· Connectivity: Modern vehi-
cles are designed to connect 
with our devices, and drivers 
have quickly grown to priori-
tize connectivity. Compatibility 
with devices can make it easier 
to use GPS and stream music 
while driving, so don’t hesitate 
to connect your phone when 
test driving a vehicle. If the car 
and phone are incompatible, 
that can affect how much you 
enjoy driving the car.

Preowned vehicles are incred-
ibly popular. Buyers consider-
ing used cars or trucks can look 
for certain things during a test 
drive to determine if a given ve-
hicle is the right fit for them. 
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how to mAintAin A cAr
thAt’s rArely driven 

AutoTUNE-UP
Driving habits changed 

significantly in 2020. The 
outbreak of the novel coro-
navirus COVID-19 forced 
many professionals to 
work from home full-time. 
In addition, stay-at-home 
measures greatly limited 
how much people could 
or would travel in their free 
time. The result was a lot of 
cars spending a lot of time 
sitting idly in driveways.

Just because a car is not 
being driven very much 
does not mean its owner 
can forgo vehicle main-
tenance. Drivers can take 
these steps to ensure their 
vehicles stay in shape even 
as they’re primarily staying 
in the driveway.

· Adhere to recommend-
ed maintenance schedules. 
Auto manufacturers typi-
cally recommend mainte-
nance schedules based on 
the number of miles a car is 
driven or the length of time 
since its most recent main-
tenance appointment. 
“Whichever comes first” 
may be recommended for 
fluid changes and routine 
tuneups, and this rule of 
thumb should still be fol-
lowed. Even if a car has 
barely hit the road in recent 
months, its fluids, such as 
oil, are still aging and still 
need to be replaced.

· Turn the car on every so 
often. Turning the car on, 
even if you only intend to 

let it sit idle in the driveway, 
keeps the vehicle compo-
nents lubricated by allow-
ing fluids to cycle their way 
through the engine. Turn-
ing the car on also ensures 
the battery stays fresh 
and doesn’t die, a lesson 
many drivers have learned 
the hard way during the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

· Disconnect the battery 
if necessary. Drivers who 
own two vehicles or fami-
lies who have only been us-
ing the family car in recent 
months can disconnect the 
batteries from their unused 
vehicles to prevent corro-
sion. Corrosion decreases 
battery life and perfor-
mance. If drivers notice a 

white, green or blue cov-
ering around the battery 
terminals, posts or cables, 
corrosion is likely the culprit 
and the battery will need to 
be replaced.

· Take the car for a spin. Of 
course, driving a vehicle ev-
ery so often is a great way 
to keep it running strong. 
Multi-car families that tend 
to use the same car to shop 
for groceries or pick up 
takeout orders can period-
ically use their other car to 
run such errands.

Cars are sitting idly in 
driveways more than ever 
before. Vehicle mainte-
nance must remain a prior-
ity even for cars that rarely 
hit the open road.
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE GST.  
1st 20 Words: First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = $3.00 each. 
(Eg: 2 insertions = $9.00; 3 insertions 
= $12.00; 4 insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/CAPITAL 
text available for an additional $1/
line. Lost & Found and To Give Away 
(up to a max. of 25 words) are free of 
charge. Ads must be paid in advance 
either by cheque, cash, Visa or 
Mastercard. No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 
4:00 pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may be 
called in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to: classifieds@com-voice.com, 
dropped off at Onoway Registries, 
or mailed with your ad and payment 
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595, 
SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 3A8. Ads 
may also be placed on the web at 
www.com-voice.com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent Mireau 
- Camp Director. director@
campencounter.com. C: 780-504-
2012 W: 780-967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-892-
3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 780-
785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League Hall 
Rentals, Call Cheryl at 780-515-1755

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In Centre, 
Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 727-4367 
Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage House, 
Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 250 
people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 892-3150

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780-
892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@mail.
com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community Hall, 
963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 786-
4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, Diane 
780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 780-
712-3918

Parkland Village Community Centre, 
780-298-9155 @PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-

3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-7984

Smithfield Community Hall, Wanita 
780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports Agra, 
Bookings: Kathy 780-339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-2180 
or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-2077 or 
514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 or 
325-2391

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK 
UP - Repairs NOT over $50. 
Get today good clean laptop 
for ONLY $150. FREE repairs 
for single parents and NO 
income. Upgrades, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Save photos, 
documents from old 
computers. WANTED: old, 
used, broken computers - 
Will clear ALL data. Call 780-

892-2407 (21) 23-02

Firewood
Outlaw Firewood Sales – 
Wood starting at $150 per 
cord, dry split firewood, Pine, 
Tamarack and Birch. Small 
and bulk volumes available, 
full logging truck loads, 
delivery available, no fee if 
within 80km of yard. TEXT 
780-621-7200 (26) 05-01

April 6, 2021
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
Vehicles

2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 

coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 
Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 
to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 

4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Pets For Sale

 
Smaller female Shepard /
Collie 11/2 yrs.old. Very 
intelligence , obeys loves to 
play. 780-785-2193. (2) 06-04

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Available, 2 Bdrm ($825) in 
Entwistle Bldg. at 4932-50A 
Avenue, DD $300. Tenant 
pays power, Smoke Free 
Bldg. Please call Ivanka 780-
807-1300 (4) 16-03 OG

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
23-03 OG
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