
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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InvestIgatIon Leads to 

sIgnIfIcant drug seIzure

Youth eMpLoYMent & skILLs 
prograM (Yesp) fundIng

submitted by parkland 
rcMp

The Parkland RCMP Drug 
Unit and Crime Reduction 
Unit have executed four 
search warrants and arrest-
ed three males following a 
lengthy investigation.

On April 10, 2021 Park-
land RCMP executed four 
separate search warrants 
at residences in Edmonton 
and Spruce Grove and two 
storage lockers in Stony 
Plain, Alta. 

During the search war-
rants, several items were 
seized including what is be-
lieved to be:

• 11 kg of cocaine

• 2.5 kg of fentanyl
• 8700 Etizolam (sedative) 

capsules 

Continued on Page 6

submitted by gerald so-
roka, Mp for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member 
of Parliament for Yellow-
head, is pleased to advise 
that the Department of Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food has 
announced an investment 
of up to $21.4 million to en-
hance the Youth Employ-
ment and Skills Program 
(YESP) and fund about 
2,000 jobs for youth in the 

agriculture sector.
YESP aims to support agri-

food employers and provide 
young Canadians between 
the ages of 15 and 30 with 
job experience in agricul-
ture that could lead to a ca-
reer working in the sector. 

Eligible applicants include 
producers, agri-business-
es, industry associations, 
provincial and territorial 
governments, Indigenous 
organizations, and research 

facilities. Projects can start 
retroactively as early as 
April 15, 2021to March 31, 
2022. 

Applications for the YESP 
are now being accepted and 
forms are available at either:   
Youth Employment and 
Skills Program - Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada 
(AAFC), 

Via email:  aafc.yesp-pecj.
aac@canada.ca, or by call-
ing: 1-866-452-5558.
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nova gas transMIssIon Ltd. 
north corrIdor sYsteM 

expansIon project approved 
WIth 37 condItIons

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
wishes to advise that the Min-
ister of Natural Resources has 
announced approval of the 
NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. 
(NGTL) North Corridor System 
Expansion Project with 37 con-
ditions related to safety, envi-
ronmental and wildlife protec-
tion, Indigenous engagement, 
and protection of Indigenous 
rights and interests. 

As part of these conditions 
NGTL will be required to es-
tablish an Indigenous Working 
Group for the Red Earth and 

Chinchaga Caribou Ranges. 
This will ensure Indigenous 
involvement in the efforts to 
create new caribou habitat, 
given the importance of cari-
bou to their culture, tradition-
al land and resource use, and 
intergenerational transfer of 
knowledge.

This $632-million project is 
of significant importance to 
workers in Alberta. The proj-
ect will create $307 million in 
labour income, and the an-
ticipated direct employment 
will be the equivalent of 1,740 
full-time jobs during construc-
tion and contribute about $425 
million to Alberta’s GDP. The 
North Corridor Project pro-
vides natural gas producers 
better access to markets for 
their products and contributes 
toward the phase-out of coal-
fired electricity by 2030.

The NGTL North Corridor 
Expansion Project will add 81 
kilometres of new pipeline to 
the existing NOVA Gas Trans-
mission system in three dif-
ferent sections and associated 
facilities in northwestern Al-
berta.

The Canada Energy Regulator 
will continue to engage Indige-
nous groups throughout the 
project’s lifecycle and is com-
mitted to reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples by build-
ing relationships based on the 
recognition of rights, respect, 
cooperation and partnership. 
The CER has established an 
Indigenous Advisory Commit-
tee with members represent-
ing First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis, to advise the Board of 
Directors on the involvement 
of Indigenous Peoples in CER 
activities.

May 11, 2021
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covId-19 update for WhItecourt
submitted by town of 

Whitecourt

Case numbers for White-
court (as of May 6, 2021) are 
as follows:

• Active case rate per 100,000 
population: 814

• Active Cases: 116
This is the highest active 

case number Whitecourt has 
experienced throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
community must remain vigi-
lant in following public health 
restrictions and preventative 
practices. Simple steps can 

slow the spread of COVID-19: 
wash your hands, physically 
distance, wear a mask and, if 
you’re even slightly showing 
symptoms, stay home and get 
tested.

Changes to Town Facility 
Operations

The Government of Alberta 
has clarified guidelines re-
garding indoor recreation, and 
as a result the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre is closed until 
further notice due to provin-
cial public health restrictions. 
The Allan & Jean Millar Cen-
tre will continue to offer pro-
gramming through the Mem-
bers Only Facebook Group, 
as well as wellness and health 
tips and virtual programs for 
people of all ages via social 
media platforms. Facility staff 
look forward to welcoming 
members back once provin-
cial health guidelines allow.

Open spaces, parks, play-
grounds, trails and pathways 
remain open so that individ-
uals and families can remain 
active; however, residents are 
reminded to follow physical 
distancing practices recom-
mended by the Government of 
Alberta.

The Forest Interpretive 
Centre, RCMP Detachment, 
Whitecourt Fire Hall and 
Whitecourt Public Works 
Shop remain closed to the 
public. The Town Office con-
tinues to be open regular of-
fice hours; however, occupan-
cy in the building is limited.

Alberta Vaccination Program
As of May 10, all Albertans 

ages 12 and up can get vac-
cinated. For more informa-
tion, and to book an appoint-
ment, visit www.alberta.ca/
covid19-vaccine.aspx.

Until most Albertans are 
protected, fully vaccinated 
people must still follow all 
health measures: no indoor 
gatherings, keep 2 metres 
apart, wear a mask in public, 
and stay home when sick.

COVID-19 information and 
updates are publicly available 
on the Alberta Health and Al-
berta Health Services web-
sites:

• www.alberta.ca/covid19
• www.ahs.ca/covid
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9 WaYs to IMprove Your goLf gaMe
Warmer weather sends 

scores of golfers to their 
favorite courses each and 
every day. Golf is a chal-
lenging pastime, but a 
few pointers can help 
golfers hone their short 
games, long games and 
everything in between.

• Choose the right clubs. 
There is more to select-
ing clubs than pulling any 
old iron out of your golf 
bag and whacking away. 
Wind, hazards and ob-
structions in landing ar-
eas should influence your 
decision of which club to 
use. Novice golfers may 
want to rely on their cad-
dies to make club recom-
mendations, and as they 
become more confident 
in their abilities they can 
start to make their own 
choices.

• Anchor your feet. An-
chor your foot behind the 
ball to drive the ball fur-
ther. Right-handed play-
ers will keep the right foot 
anchored, and lefties will 
do the opposite. Do not 
lift your foot prematurely; 
otherwise, you can lose 
power and distance.

• Identify your weakness-
es. As with any hobby, 
identifying those areas 
that need the most work 
can help you become a 

better golfer. Keep track 
of each shot you take, 
and then look at the re-
sults to see which areas of 
your game need the most 
work.

• Fix your alignment. 
Align your shots by as-
sessing the target from 
behind the ball. Then set 
the clubface behind the 
golf ball and align it with 
the target before you en-
ter your stance.

• Use your torso for pow-
er. The torso is essential 
to a solid swing. Practice 

rotating from your core 
to control your backswing 
and then maintain the 
same spine angle and 
posture on the down-
swing.

• Use the wind. Not every 
golf game will be played 
in perfect weather. A 
good player knows how 
to make adjustments for 
the wind depending on 
the shot. Use the wind 
to your advantage when 
you can, and adjust your 
swing when hitting into 
the wind.

• Become a better chip-
per. Many players put so 
much emphasis on their 
backswings and putt 
shots that they fail to de-
vote any practice to chips. 
All shots are important 
for golfers trying to shed 
strokes off of their scores.

• Keep fit. Maintaining 
or improving your phys-
ical strength and overall 
health can help your golf 
game. Exercise and eat 
right, and you will have 
more endurance on the 
links. 
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Investigation Leads to Significant Drug Seizure
Continued from Page 1

• 15 litres of liquid cocaine
• 100 kg of buff (cutting 

agent)
Police also located drug 

paraphernalia, a firearm, 
over $2000 in Canadian 
currency and items consis-
tent with drug trafficking. 

“This is one of the most 
significant drug seizures 
we’ve seen in Parkland”, 

said Insp. Mike Lokken, Of-
ficer in Charge of Parkland 
RCMP. “This seizure will un-
doubtedly have a major im-
pact on the organized crime 
and illicit drug trade in our 
area.”

Three males from Spruce 
Grove have been arrested 
in relation to the investi-
gation.  All three have been 
released from custody and 
are scheduled to appear 

in Stony Plain Provincial 
Court on June 9, 2021.

Parkland RCMP are not 
able to provide a full list 
of charges at this time due 
to forensic work still being 
conducted on the suspected 
drugs. Parkland RCMP will 
provide an update in the fu-
ture.

If you have information 
about this incident or any 
other illegal activity, please 

call the Parkland RCMP at 
825-220-2000 or call your 
local police. If you wish to 
remain anonymous, you 
can contact Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), 
online at www.P3Tips.com 
(http://www.p3tips.com/) 
or by using the “P3 Tips” 
app available through the 
Apple App or Google Play 
Store.
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Lawn & Garden
Techniques To ReviTalize a lawn 

Pristine, snow-covered 
landscapes can be won-
ders to behold. While that 
blanket of white is idyllic, a 
lawn’s delicate blades may 
be paying a hefty price be-
neath the cold, heavy piles 
of snow.

Snow plows push salt and 
sand up on the grass while 
subterranean animals like 
mice and moles dig bur-
rows beneath piles of snow 
as they try to find food and 
stay warm. Such conditions 
are not favorable for thriv-
ing landscapes. When the 
spring thaw arrives, lawns 
may be in dire need of some 
TLC. The following tech-
niques can mitigate win-
ter-related lawn damage.

• Clear out debris. Re-
move any scattered leaves, 

branches and other debris 
that has been strewn across 
the property due to storms 
or snow-laden trees. This 
will give you a clean canvas 
to work on.

• Dry out snow mold. The 
Family Handyman says 
snow mold is a cold-sea-
son fungus that caus-
es gray-colored circles or 
patches on the lawn where 
there has been snow. To al-
leviate snow mold, rake the 
lawn to loosen matted grass 
and facilitate the drying-out 
process.

• De-thatch the lawn. 
Heavy snow can compress 
the grass and cause some 
of it to die off. De-thatch-
ing helps to remove dead 
grass blades and separate 
any matting. This enables 

water, nutrients and air to 
reach the lawn’s roots more 
effectively. Thinning out old 
organic matter also helps 
encourage new growth.

• Aerate the soil. Coupled 
with dethatching, aeration 
involves loosening the soil 
or poking holes to allow nu-
trients to move freely to the 
roots.

• Kill weeds before they 
spread. Weeds may be the 
first to start growing when 
the weather begins to warm. 
Address them promptly by 
manually pulling them or 
applying an herbicide.

• Overseed the lawn. 
Chances are there are some 
bare spots that have formed 
over the winter. Overseed-
ing can help to fill in the 
lawn. Make sure that frosts 

are largely a thing of the 
past and soil temperature is 
around 50 F to 60 F before 
seeding. Water daily until 
grass fills in.

• Apply nutrients. Fertiliz-
er and compost can restore 
nutrients to the lawn that 
may have been used up over 
winter. A soil test at a near-
by horticultural center can 
tell you which nutrients are 
needed, according to the 
Chemistry Cachet, a guide 
to using chemistry secrets 
for healthy living, beauty, 
cleaning, and gardening.

Lawns can be restored to 
their pre-winter glory af-
ter some sweat equity and 
about five to six weeks of 
consistent sunshine and 
warm weather.
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rcMp assIst st. aLbert fIre servIces 
WIth structure fIre at cItadeL MeWs

Insurers urge aLbertans to 
prepare for the 2021 haIL season

submitted by st. albert 
rcMp 

On May 6, 2021, at approx-
imately 8:00 p.m. St. Albert 
RCMP received a call to assist 

St. Albert Fire Services with 
a structure fire at the Citadel 
Mews.  Members responded 
and assisted with evacuating 
residents and blocking off 
road ways.

Buses & Handy Buses from 
St. Albert and Edmonton as-
sisted with transporting res-
idents to the muster point in 
the Costco parking lot.  St. Al-
bert Alliance Church opened 

up it’s doors to the displaced 
residents until alternate ar-
rangements can be made. 

submitted by Insur-
ance bureau of canada

 
June to September is hail sea-

son in Alberta. Homes are being 
damaged more frequently not 
only by hail, but also by heavy 
rainfall and strong winds. In 
preparation of this year’s hail 
season, Insurance Bureau of 
Canada (IBC) is sharing tips 
and information to help con-
sumers protect themselves and 
their property. 

Be prepared
• Keep a current, detailed in-

ventory of your home’s con-
tents. 

• Assemble an emergency 
supply kit. 

• Create an emergency pre-
paredness plan for your house-
hold. 

• Monitor the local weather 
forecasts and Alberta Emer-
gency Alerts for watches and 
warnings for thunderstorms 
(which often include hail). 

• Know your risks and review 

your insurance policy with 
your insurance representative. 

How to get ready for severe 
weather

• Secure barbecues, and se-
cure or store patio furniture 
indoors when severe weather is 
in the forecast. 

• Park your vehicle in a cov-
ered area. 

• Ensure proper grading 
around your home. 

• Have someone check your 
property if you are away. 

• Install a sump pump, and 
a sewer backup or backflow 
valve. 

• Consider resilient building 
materials when completing re-
pairs.

How to protect yourself be-
fore and during a storm

• Stay away from windows, 
doors and skylights during a 
storm. 

• Do not drive through flood-
ed intersections or large pud-
dles. 

• Watch for flooded areas. 

Excessive hail combined with 
heavy rain can plug storm 
drains and create local flood-
ing. 

• If driving, find a place to 
safely pull off roadways and 
protect yourself from shattered 
glass by facing away from all 
windows. 

• If you are caught outdoors 
with no immediately available 
shelter, crouch down, face away 
from the wind and protect your 
head and neck with your hands.

If you need to make a claim, 
here’s how to start the process

• When safe to do so, assess, 
photograph and document the 
damage. 

• Call your insurance repre-
sentative or company to report 
the damage or losses. 

• Be as detailed as possible 
when providing information of 
the damage to you property. 

• Water damage to vehicles is 
usually covered under compre-
hensive or all-perils auto in-
surance policies. Contact your 

insurance representative for 
details. 

• If you need help getting in 
touch with your insurer, phone 
IBC’s Consumer Information 
Centre at 1-844-2ask-IBC (1-
844-227-5422) or email askib-
cwest@ibc.ca.

This decade, Alberta has ex-
perienced more severe weather 
events than any other region 
in Canada. Taxpayers and in-
surers share the cost for severe 
weather damage. For every 
dollar paid in insurance claims 
for damaged homes and busi-
nesses, all levels of government 
and taxpayers pay much more 
to repair public infrastructure. 
Yet Canada still lacks a nation-
al climate adaptation strategy 
with measurable targets and 
the accompanying investments 
needed to protect Canadian 
homes and businesses from 
natural disasters. 

Visit IBC’s website at ibc.ca for 
information on ways to prepare 
for a hailstorm. 
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classified ads - call 962-9228
Services  

stump grinding for hire - 
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas. Call 780-779-3589 (30) 
13-04

WANTED: Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (12) 27-04

Dog Caretaker
alberta beach & 
surrounding areas, thinking 
of a seasonal getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 20-04 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK UP 
- Repairs NOT over $50 or will 
SAVE photos and documents 
from your old or broken 
computers. Get good laptop 
for ONLY $150. WANTED: Old 
used broken laptops, tablets 
or cell phones to clear ALL 
content, fix and donate FREE 
to single parents and lonely 
seniors. Call or leave message 
780-892-2407 (23) 04-05

Feed & Seed
Red Clover & Alsike seed for 
sale, call 780-727-4275 (2) 27-
04

Vehicles
2004 Ram Dodge pickup, 
252,000 kms, $4800. Call 
780-914-0343 (2) 27-04

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 

Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Country Living, Room for 
Rent. Private bathroom, 
private entrance, non 
smoking, non vaping, pets 
allowed, all utilites included, 
internet/sat & laundry can 
be discussed. DD required, 
$800/month, 780-967-4917 
(4) 13-04

Onoway 1 & 2 Bedroom Suites 
for Rent. Clean, quiet, secure 
building with reasonable 

rent, 780-967-5857, 780-920-
3652 (4) 20-04

Onoway: 2 Bedroom House 
for Rent, available May 1. 
$900/month, utilities NOT 
included. Call 780-232-3701 
(3) 20-04

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 

call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
20-04 OG

Sangudo, Alberta – 2 
Bedroom Adult 40+ building, 
loves seniors, No Pets, No 
Smoking, $776/month + DD 
same. Available beginning of 
May. Call Ilda 780-999-7777 
(8) 27-04

House for Rent, $1400/month 
+ utilities, or 1 Bedroom for 
Rent, $850/month + utilities, 
on acreage 15 mins West of 
Stony Plain. Call 780-968-
9266 for more info. (3) 04-05

May 11, 2021
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