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2021 PumPkin FeStival 
tiPPle Park muSeum

3rd annual rural rootS 
Farmer ShowcaSe a 
SenSational SucceSS

Submitted by Tipple Park 
Museum

“Each year, the Great 
Pumpkin rises out of the 
pumpkin patch that he 
thinks is the most sincere. 
He’s gotta pick this one. 
He’s got to. I don’t see how a 
pumpkin patch can be more 
sincere than this one. You 

can look around and there’s 
not a sign of hypocrisy. 
Nothing but sincerity as far 
as the eye can see.”

- It’s the great pump-
kin Charlie Brown

There are a lot of symbolic 
things that represent Hal-
loween like ghosts, black 
cats, candy, Frankenstein, 
skeletons, and most impor-

tantly, pumpkins!
This Year Tipple Park Mu-

seum will be hosting their 
fourth annual Pumpkin 
Festival Friday, October 8 
from 5-8 pm at Tipple Park 
Museum located in Evans-
burg. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by The Rural Roots 
Farmer Showcase Committee

On August 14, 2021, George 
Pegg Botanic Garden came 
alive with activity as people 
from all walks of life joined to-
gether to celebrate local food. 

“Alberta is filled with open-
ness - in the land, in the air, 
and in the people,” said Denise 
O’Reilly, Rural Roots Farmer 
Showcase committee mem-
ber and vendor, “The Rural 
Roots Farmer Showcase was a 
true display of all that Alberta 

has to offer to people who at-
tend Alberta Open Farm Days 
events.” 

Over the course of the beau-
tiful day over 250 visitors 
attended the vendor market 
where they were met with the 
smiling faces and eager con-
versations of the 17 produc-
ers in attendance. From fresh 
vegetables and herbs to vegan 
nut-based cheese products to 
beautiful farm grown flower 
bouquets, there was something 
for everyone.

In addition to visiting the 

vendors, people were able 
to spend the day wandering 
around the historic garden, 
taking in the botanic collec-
tions and revisiting a simpler 
time inside the old buildings. 
Music by Halle May Hobbs 
floated on the air adding to the 
charm of the event. 

Patrons from all over Alberta 
were also treated to a vendor 
tour with award-winning chef 
Doreen Prei. 

Continued on Page 3
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2021 Pumpkin Festival Tipple Park 
Museum

Continued from Page 1

A HUGE thank you to our 
Sponsors so far including 
Servus Credit Union and 
Wighty’s Tire Mechanical.

We have many activities 
happening during the fes-
tival including a children’s 
pumpkin carnival, scaven-
ger hunts, and an all-time 
classic film it’s a Great 
Pumpkin Charlie Brown 
with free popcorn.

We have over two hun-
dred pumpkins for guests 
to carve and create their 
designs! Pumpkins are pur-
chased and brought in from 
Violet Gardens and Green-
house. 

Ready for an old fashion 
hayride? We will have hay-

rides on site that will be tak-
ing visitors around town.

We have an amazing Ven-
dor this year selling home-
made Ukrainian food. Food 
is cooked on-site so you can 
enjoy a sit-down meal with 
your family.

Tipple Park Museum is 
also offering free family 
portraits. After your picture, 
we will need your contact 
information.  All families 
will receive a free 5x7 photo.

Both Entwistle and Evans-
burg Libraries will be on-
site offering crafts and ac-
tivities. Make sure to stop 
by and say hello to your lo-
cal Librarians. 

Lobstick Learning Cen-
ter will be providing Adult 
Games on-site so there is 
fun for all age groups.

Santa’s Anonymous Will 
be on-site proving the pop-
corn and a Santa relay race. 
Make sure to stop by and 
chat, they are truly wonder-
ful.

There will also be a mini–
Farmers’ Market on site so 
guests can shop local and 
find some wonderful good-
ies to take home.

Pumpkins will be hiding 
around both Evansburg 
and Entwistle. Pick up a 
clue card from the Muse-
um, then find the missing 
pumpkins. 

It’s going to be loads of 
festive fun! We are excited 
to be offering the Pumpkin 
Festival once again to the 
community. 

See you all on October 8!

September 7, 2021
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3rd Annual Rural Roots Farmer Showcase a 
Sensational Success
Continued from Page 1

During this tour, Doreen 
discussed unique dishes that 
could be prepared with the va-
riety of local ingredients that 
each vendor had to offer. 

George Pegg Garden staff 
created a welcoming environ-
ment for children by supply-
ing colouring pages, garden 
collage activities, an antiques 
identification quiz (earning 
participants vouchers to spend 
at the market), and an agricul-
tural scavenger hunt. 

The 4-H booth was a popular 
destination for adults and kids 
alike, as they offered hand-
made soap and handicrafts. 
The unique ‘chicken poop bin-
go’ event was a huge hit with 
the younger generation, many 
of whom could be found sit-
ting around the chicken’s cage 
waiting to see which square 

would win. 
As afternoon faded into ear-

ly evening and the vendor 
market drew to a close, a new 
crowd began to gather at the 
entrance to the gardens. Al-
most 100 patrons came to take 
in the second half of the Rural 
Roots Farmer Showcase event: 
a five-course ‘Posh Picnic’ 
prepared by chef Doreen Prei, 
accompanied by an hour-long 
live concert featuring talented 
musician Martin Kerr. 

Advertised as a picnic style 
meal, patrons were tasked with 
supplying their own tables 
and chairs or blankets. The in-
credible variety of setups that 
people brought were simply 
astounding. Folding tables 
and chairs, tablecloths, shat-
terproof wine glasses, bright-
ly printed blankets, elaborate 
centrepieces, and a scatter-
ing of rose petals all made an 

appearance- enhancing the 
eclectic environment already 
created by the open air event. 
Laughs were plentiful as MC 
Bob Chelmick wove together 
history and stories of agricul-
ture in Alberta. Throughout 
the evening he spoke about 
the producers who contribut-
ed to the meal, thanked Bara-
ka Gardens for the beautiful 
flower planters adding colour 
to the Garden, and acknowl-
edged Lac Ste. Anne County as 
a sponsor of the event. 

The five-course meal pre-
pared by chef Doreen Prei was 
nothing short of delectable. Us-
ing local ingredients sourced 
from 15 different producers, 
chef Prei created a masterpiece 
picnic that was enjoyed by all. 

Martin Kerr’s simple style and 
incredible storytelling were the 
perfect accompaniment to the 
evening’s festivities; many of 

his songs resonating deeply 
with the audience. Applause 
was plentiful as he wove sim-
ple emotional stories into 
beautiful acoustic melodies 
that prompted both smiles and 
tears from those in attendance. 

During the Open Farm Days 
weekend 5 lucky winners took 
home Alberta Food Incubator 
Boxes featuring a selection 
of new, locally produced food 
items.  

As dusk settled on the Pegg 
Garden, diners followed a 
lighted path to their cars and 
the Rural Roots team of volun-
teers began making plans for 
the 2022 Showcase. For event 
photos check out the Rural 
Roots Farmer Showcase Face-
book page.  Many thanks to all 
who participated!

September 7, 2021
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Brazeau county launcheS 
weStern economic corridor to 

diverSiFy and Grow the economy
Submitted by Brazeau 

County

At an announcement to-
day at the Canadian Energy 
Museum, Brazeau County 
Reeve Bart Guyon formal-
ly announced the Western 
Economic Corridor initiative 

with provincial government 
ministers and companies 
that have expressed enthu-
siasm to be part of the Cor-
ridor.

Conceived of and led by 
Brazeau County, the Western 
Economic Corridor (WEC) 
represents a team of indus-

tries, Indigenous communi-
ties, post-secondary insti-
tutions, and municipalities 
between Alberta and the 
Pacific Ocean committed to 
job creation, investment at-
traction, and economic di-
versification to augment the 
Province’s Alberta Recovery 

Plan.
“Brazeau County has 

blazed the trail for economic 
development over the past 
five years, by slashing taxes 
by 30 per cent, cutting ad-
ministrative costs and red 
tape, supporting innovation, 
and making the County a 
very attractive place to live 
and to do business,” says 
Reeve Guyon. “Today, we are 
seeing like-minded people 
come to the table to be part 
of our initiative to build Al-
berta up bigger and better 
than ever.”

At the Canadian Energy 
Museum Announcement in 
Devon, companies inter-
ested in bringing their cut-
ting-edge energy and recla-
mation technologies to the 
County and the Corridor 
made presentations to As-
sociate Minister of Natural 
Gas and Electricity Dale Nal-
ly, Minister of Infrastructure 
Prassad Panda, Associate 
Minister of Red Tape Re-
duction Tanya Fir, MLA Brad 
Rutherford, and MLA Shane 
Getson, who is leading an 
Energy Corridor Committee. 
Their proposed operations 
would generate tax revenue, 
jobs, and ways to utilize ex-
isting oil and gas infrastruc-
ture and expertise for energy 
generation, in addition to re-
claiming hydro carbon con-
taminants.

The County welcomes 
partnership in the Western 
Economic Corridor from all 
levels of government, In-
digenous communities, and 
businesses to work together 
to diversify and enhance the 
local, provincial, and nation-
al economies.

Interested parties are asked 
to contact Brazeau County 
Economic Development Of-
fice Sandra McIntosh at sm-
cintosh@brazeau.ab.ca.
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GolF courSeS manaGe PeStS to 
Protect their turF

) Golf courses are valu-
able green spaces in 
many communities, and 
the sport is enjoyed by Ca-
nadians of all ages.

We want our favourite 
course to be healthy, but 
this requires a lot of atten-
tion. Despite best efforts, 
sometimes golf cours-
es are affected by pests. 
These can include turf dis-
eases like dollar spot and 
snow mould, which affect 
normal growth of grass 
and can cause significant 
turf loss, according to ex-
perts. Turf insects feed on 
the grass and can inflict 
severe damage. Weeds 
are also a threat, because 
they compete with grass 
for moisture and affect 
the playability of a course.

To control pests, golf 
courses practice integrat-
ed pest management, 
using the right tool at 
the right time to treat 
an infestation. This in-
cludes pesticides, which 
are regulated by Health 
Canada to ensure they 
are safe and effective 
in controlling the pests 
they are designed to tar-

get. They help maintain 
healthy vegetation and 
playing surfaces, and also 
offer many environmental 
benefits.

Golf courses are often lo-
cated in urbanized areas 
and can be valuable green 
spaces that help preserve 
habitats for wildlife and 
waterfowl. Data show that 
healthy turf and trees act 
as natural air condition-
ers by producing large 

amounts of oxygen, while 
removing carbon dioxide. 
Did you know that healthy 
turf grass can sequester 
almost 900 kilograms of 
carbon per hectare each 
year?
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Earth-FriEndly tips For autumn 
Autumn is upon us, and 

with the change of sea-
sons comes the fall to-do 
list that must be complet-
ed before the arrival of 
winter weather. Many out-
door jobs are best com-
pleted before tempera-
tures drop, while others 
can be tackled indoors to 
help save energy and pre-
pare for increased time 
spent inside the home.

Outdoor cleanup
Autumn means leaves 

are falling from trees 
and littering landscapes. 
Cleaning up leaves can be 
a time-consuming task, 
but it’s necessary to pro-
mote the health of lawns 
and other plants. Grass 

that is completely mat-
ted down with leaves can 
become starved for light 
and moisture, and lawns 
may even rot when forced 
to spend winter beneath 
fallen leaves.

One eco-friendly time-
saver is to shred leaves 
with a mower (a manu-
al mower is preferable) 
and leave them as top-
dressing for the lawn. As 
long as the grass blades 
can be seen within the 
leaves, the lawn should 
be fine. Shredded leaves 
will decompose and add 
necessary nutrients and 
organic matter to the soil 
naturally.

Leaves also can be used 

in annual flower and veg-
etable gardens to improve 
the soil. Mulch made from 
shredded leaves can be 
placed on the soil around 
trees and shrubs. This 

helps to reduce weed 
problems and protects 
root systems from harsh 
temperature fluctuations.

Continued on Page 10
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Earth-Friendly Tips For Autumn

Continued from Page 9

Clothing donations
It’s time to pack away 

summer clothing and 
once again fill closets and 
drawers with sweaters 
and jeans. Before packing 
away your summer ward-
robe, conduct an inven-
tory to determine if there 
are any items you no lon-
ger use. Donate these 
items or use them as rags 
when cleaning.

Keep some short-
sleeved shirts accessible 
so you can layer them 
under sweatshirts and 

sweaters. The heat from 
layering will be trapped 
against your body and 
keep you cozier, reduc-
ing your reliance on HVAC 
systems to stay warm.

Home repairs
Check the roof for any 

missing shingles. In addi-
tion, look for spots where 
animals or insects may 
be able to gain entry into 
your home. Seal these ar-
eas and repair any leaks. 
This will make your home 
more efficient later on 
when winter hits its stride.

Remove window air con-
ditioners for the winter. 
If they can’t be removed, 

seal them with caulking 
or tape and cover them 
with an airtight, insulated 
jacket. If you have forced-
air systems, move furni-
ture away from the vents 
so that air can flow better 
around the home and 
keep it comfortable.

Check weatherstripping 
around windows and 
doors and make the nec-
essary adjustments. In-
stalling additional insula-
tion also can help reduce 
energy consumption.

A few tips can help 
homeowners prepare for 
autumn in eco-friendly 
ways.
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typEs oF FirEpits For your 
Backyard oasis  

Outdoor entertaining areas 
are popular among home-
owners, and firepits are one 
of the most sought-after ad-
ditions to such spaces. In fact, 
a 2016 survey from the Amer-
ican Society of Landscape Ar-
chitects found that fireplaces 
and firepits were the most 
popular outdoor design ele-
ment in 2016. Various styles are 
available to homeowners who 
want to add firepits to their 
backyards, and choosing the 
right type may come down to 
budget, the amount of yard 
space available or even per-
sonal preference.
•	 Wood	firepit:	As	their	

name suggests, wood firepits 
burn wood, which may appeal 

to homeowners who already 
have wood-burning fireplaces 
inside their homes. Because 
they don’t require homeown-
ers to tap into gas lines, wood 
firepits are generally easy to 
set up and install, and many 
homeowners prefer the aes-
thetic appeal of crackling 
wood and flames that’s synon-
ymous with wood firepits.
•	 Gas	 firepit:	 Gas	 fire-

pits are touted for their con-
venience, as they don’t require 
homeowners to carry wood 
and build fires. Upon being 
connected to a gas source, gas 
firepits provide fire at the click 
of a switch. Gas firepits are also 
appreciated for their safety, 
as there is little or no risk that 

flames from gas firepits will 
grow too large and become 
difficult to control.
•	 Gas	 fire	 tables:	 Gas	

fire tables might be ideal for 
those homeowners whose 
sense of decor favors more 
modern looks. Gas fire tables 
come in a variety of shapes 
and sizes and, like gas firep-
its, there’s no need to struggle 
with lighting a fire or carrying 
firewood.
•	 Tabletop	 firepits:	

Homeowners, condominium 
or apartment dwellers with 
limited backyard space may 
want to consider the conve-
nience of tabletop firepits. 
Restaurants may use table-
top firepits in their outdoor 

seating areas because they 
provide warmth and ambi-
ance without taking up much 
space. Tabletop firepits fueled 
by gas will not need to be con-
nected to a gas source, which 
may appeal to consumers who 
want something that’s simple 
as well as small.
•	 Fire	urns:	While	they	

might not technically qualify 
as firepits, fire urns provide a 
similar	 effect	 as	 firepits.	 Fire	
urns are typically gas-powered 
and may be an ideal choice for 
homeowners who are looking 
for a unique, awe-inspiring 
feature for their outdoor enter-
taining areas.
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rma releaSeS itS Federal election 
PlatForm

Submitted by Rural Mu-
nicipalities of Alberta

In response to the upcom-
ing federal election on Sep-
tember 20, 2021, the Rural 
Municipalities of Alberta 
(RMA) has released its Fed-
eral Election Platform (at-
tached). As RMA represents 
Alberta’s rural municipali-
ties, the platform includes 
recommendations in the 
following four key rural 
municipal priority areas:

 Rural broadband
 Disaster mitigation and 

recovery
 Infrastructure
 Drought recovery
RMA is requesting all Al-

berta Member of Parlia-
ment candidates to pledge 
action on RMA’s recom-
mendations in each cate-
gory.

Rural Alberta continues 
to lag behind the province’s 
towns and cities in access 
to broadband. As connec-
tivity becomes increasing-
ly important for economic 
development, maintaining 
local businesses, and par-
ticipating in the digital 
economy, federal support 
of rural broadband is now 
more important than ever. 
RMA is calling on federal 
candidates to commit to 
ensuring that the funding 
already available under the 
Universal Broadband Fund 
(UBF) is allocated to rural 
areas in Alberta that tru-
ly need the support, rather 
than those which may be 
most profitable for internet 
service providers.

“The Universal Broad-
band Fund could be a 
game-changer for rural 
communities across Alberta 
and Canada. However, the 
federal government must 
ensure the funding goes to 
projects in areas that are 
most underserved. Pre-

vious federal broadband 
funding programs tended 
to focus on the ‘low-hang-
ing fruit’ – projects in ar-
eas that already had decent 
connectivity and were more 
profitable for internet ser-
vice providers, while the 
most isolated areas were 
left behind. Candidates for 
this year’s election will have 
a chance to ensure this 
most recent round of fund-
ing is used to truly level the 
connectivity playing field 
between rural and urban 
communities.” – Paul Mc-
Lauchlin, RMA President

Natural disasters and ex-
treme weather have be-
come more severe in Al-
berta. When climate related 
disasters strike, local gov-
ernments are the first to 
respond and their services 
and infrastructure are in-
creasingly being affected by 
these events, with each re-
gion experiencing impacts 
differently. RMA is calling 
on federal candidates to 
continue to empower lo-
cal leaders with the right 
tools to adapt to climate 
change and protect families 
and businesses from new 
weather extremes.

“The RMA appreciates that 
the Government of Canada 
provided $1.4 billion over 12 
years to top off the Disaster 
Mitigation and Adaptation 
Fund in Budget 2021. It is 
critical that this funding is 
not distributed strictly on 
a per capita basis, but that 
it considers high risk areas 
as well as communities that 
may lack the capacity to ef-
fectively implement mitiga-
tion strategies,” McLauchlin 
said. “Candidates in this 
year’s election will have an 
opportunity to ensure that 
this funding will be used to 
empower local leaders to 
protect their communities 
from climate change.”

Rural municipalities man-
age approximately 75% of 
roads and 60% of bridges 
in Alberta. This critical in-
frastructure helps Alber-
ta’s and Canada’s economy 
grow by providing the oil, 
gas, forestry, and agricul-
ture industries with access 
to the natural resources 
that they depend on. As Al-
berta and Canada plan for 
post-COVID-19 recovery, 
RMA is calling for all federal 
candidates to recognize and 
support the important role 
that rural infrastructure 
plays in supporting Cana-
da’s economy and commu-
nity growth.

McLauchlin said, “Proper 
investment in Alberta’s rural 
municipal transportation 
networks benefits not only 
local communities, but also 
Alberta and Canada. De-
spite the outsized role that 
Alberta’s rural municipal 
infrastructure plays in sup-
porting Canada’s economy, 
recent federal infrastruc-
ture programs treat rural 
infrastructure as an after-
thought, with small por-
tions of funding available 
for general rural support, 
and most funding reserved 
for projects only feasible in 
large urban centres. Candi-
dates in this year’s election 
have the chance to recog-
nize rural infrastructure 
needs as unique by en-
suring that future funding 
aligns with the capacity and 
geographic realities of rural 
areas rather than only tai-
loring programs to major 
projects in large cities.”

The agriculture industry in 
the Prairies have been se-
verely affected by drought 
conditions, sustained high 
temperatures, and wildfires. 
This has resulted in reduced 
yields for crop producers 
and a lack of feed for live-
stock producers. Agricul-

ture is a vital industry in 
Alberta as it sustains many 
rural communities, and its 
products provide benefits 
across Canada. As extreme 
weather events are becom-
ing more frequent in the 
Prairies, the RMA is calling 
on federal candidates to 
engage with the agricultur-
al industry to create tools 
and resources that will help 
lessen the impact on these 
events in the future.

“Summer 2021 has been 
a challenge for farmers 
and agriculture producers 
across the Prairies due to 
severe drought conditions. 
To date, 31 rural munici-
palities across Alberta have 
declared agricultural disas-
ters as the extreme weather 
has caused projected crop 
yields to drop by as much 
as 75% in some regions,” 
said McLauchlin. “Agricul-
ture is a vital industry in 
Alberta and across Canada, 
and it is important that we 
support farmers and pro-
ducers during these chal-
lenging times. Candidates 
running in this year’s elec-
tion have the opportunity 
to show their support for 
farmers and producers by 
continuing to work together 
to create tools and resourc-
es that have the potential 
to lessen the impact of ex-
treme weather events in the 
future.”

RMA looks forward to en-
gaging with federal election 
candidates on these priority 
issues.
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GyPSd’S 2021-2022 School re- entry 
Plan

Submitted by Grande Yel-
lowhead Public School Di-
vision

On Wednesday, August 
25th, 2021, the Board of 
Trustees for Grande

Yellowhead Public Schools 
Division (GYPSD) held their 
first Public Board Meeting 
of the 2021-2022 school 
year.

The Board determined the 
Division’s re-entry plan and 
what health and safety mea-
sures staff and students can 
expect. During the meeting, 
the Trustees from each of 
the five zones that make up 
GYPSD shared their various 
constituents’ input and con-
cerns.

Prior to voting, the Board 
acknowledged, ”While the 
government has eased 
their restrictions in regards 

to masking, we are confi-
dent that vaccinations and 
masks act as an additional 
layer of protection from the 
transmission of COVID-19.” 
In the end, the Trustees 
agreed on a balanced ap-
proach which included 
implementing the Chief 
Medical Officer Health’s 
recommended Health Best 
Practices and the continued 
practice of requiring staff, 
students and visitors to 
schools and Division build-
ings to access the Alberta 
Health Daily Checklist.

As per government re-
quirements, the Division 
will continue to cohort stu-
dents to ensure that con-
tact tracing can take place 
should a positive case of 
COVID-19 be found in a 
school. The CMOH has this 
requirement in place un-

til her next announcement 
about public health re-
quirements, set for Septem-
ber 27th. In addition, masks 
are legally required for all 
staff and students on school 
buses.

The Board’s health and 
safety mandates for the 
2021-2022 school year in-
clude:

• the promotion and facil-
itation of hand hygiene and 
respiratory etiquette

• staying home when sick
• maintaining ventilation
• ensuing regular clean-

ing and disinfection of high 
touch areas

• strongly encourage eligi-
ble staff and students get-
ting vaccinated

• strongly encourage the 
use of masks in common 
areas and situations where 
physical distancing cannot 

be maintained
• support anyone who 

wishes to wear a mask while 
in school

• use of the Alberta Health 
Daily Checklist by all staff 
and students, and by any 
visitors wishing to enter a

school or Division build-
ing.

Given the province is cur-
rently in the fourth wave 
of COVID-19, visitors are 
asked that they continue to 
make an appointment prior 
to coming into the school if 
they need to speak to a staff 
member. The Board will 
closely monitor the most 
current situation in the Di-
vision’s respective commu-
nities to update and revise 
the use of masks. The first 
day of classes for GYPSD 
students is September 7th.
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taSte oF india ProGram tiPPle 
Park muSeum

Submitted by Tipple Park 
Museum

Come down to Tipple 
Park Museum on Septem-
ber 25th, 2021, from 1 pm-3 
pm, to learn a bit about the 
basics of Indian cuisine – 
we’ll talk about the Indian 
style of ‘Mirepoix’ (the ba-
sic ingredients that start 

off most recipes from the 
region), compare how that 
differs from traditional Eu-
ropean-centric recipes, and 
make some Samosas too 
put all that newly gained 
knowledge to work! While 
the food is cooking, plan on 
participating in our Diwa-
li-themed craft and learn 
about the Festival of Lights 

and its significance to faiths 
like Hinduism as well as the 
wonderful meaning behind 
the celebration as well. This 
program is catered to teens 
from ages 12-16 and has a 
cost of 10$ that can be paid 
upon arrival at the event. If 
you would like to reserve 
a spot for this program or 
have any questions and 

concerns (especially about 
ingredients for those with 
food allergies) please call us 
at (780) 727-2240 or email 
us at Tippleparkmuseum@
gmail.com. We look for-
ward to seeing and hearing 
from you! 
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ahS PoStPoneS Scheduled 
SurGerieS due to covid-19

Submitted by Alberta Health 
Services

The rise in COVID-19 cases 
in the community and the re-
sulting demand on hospital re-
sources means AHS must take 
further immediate steps to cre-
ate additional ICU capacity.  

AHS is postponing sched-
uled surgeries and procedures 

across all zones. All patients 
who are affected will be con-
tacted directly by AHS. 

• In the North Zone, 
surgical postponements of up 
to 60 per cent are expected 
next week.  

• In the Edmon-
ton Zone, postponements of 
scheduled surgeries and pro-
cedures will increase to up to 

50 percent.  
• Central Zone will be 

postponing up to 40 percent 
of endoscopy procedures and 
up to 30 per cent of scheduled 
surgeries. 

• Calgary Zone and 
South Zone are postponing 
up to 30 percent of scheduled 
surgeries, endoscopy and out-
patient visits. 

AHS will maintain urgent and 
emergent procedures, as well 
as prioritized cancer surgeries. 

AHS is working to open and 
staff additional acute care and 
ICU beds across the province 
as quickly as possible. 

Calgary Zone is opening 
five beds in the Pandemic Re-
sponse Unit (PRU) located at 
South Health Campus to be 
used for day medicine patients, 
not patients with COVID-19. 
The day medicine spaces in 
SHC will be used for general 
inpatients.  

Edmonton Zone is also pre-
paring the PRU at the Kaye 
Edmonton Clinic to potentially 
open in the next few weeks. Pa-
tients who are recovering from 
COVID-19 and are deemed to 
be at low risk of transmitting 
the virus would be treated at 
the PRU if that additional ca-
pacity is required. 

These surgical postpone-
ments will help free up space 
in our hospitals for patients 
who need a higher level of care, 
and support redeployment of 
frontline staff and resources 
to areas of greatest need. AHS 
is also asking all part-time and 
casual staff who are available 
to take extra shifts to please 
do so. Staffing has become the 
critical issue in this wave of the 
pandemic. 

We acknowledge that our 
frontline physicians and staff 
are tired after 19 months of 
pandemic response. We are ex-
tremely grateful for everything 
they have done for Albertans, 
and we regret asking them to 
go above and beyond again. 

This situation is serious, and 
we would like to remind all Al-
bertans that we need their help 
in reducing the transmission of 
COVID-19 in the community, 
which in turn will reduce strain 
on the healthcare system. 

We strongly urge all eligible 
Albertans to get immunized as 
quickly as possible, which is 
your best defence against a se-
vere outcome from COVID-19.
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Further actionS to Protect 
health SyStem From covid-19

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

Due to increasing 
COVID-19 transmission 
and rising hospital ad-
missions, overwhelmingly 
amongst unvaccinated Al-
bertans, temporary mea-
sures are needed to reduce 
transmission and prevent 
the health-care system 
from being overwhelmed. 
Currently, more than 80 per 
cent of COVID-19 cases in 
hospital are unvaccinated, 
including 91 per cent of pa-
tients in intensive care. 

“Vaccines are safe, effec-
tive, and a game-changer. 
This is why the current wave 
is different than what we’ve 
experienced before. While 
we do not need to return to 
the same widespread and 
dramatic measures we had 
in place earlier in the pan-
demic, unvaccinated Alber-
tans in particular are still at 
risk and are placing a heavy 
load on our health-care 
system. This is why we are 
taking measured steps and 
introducing a new incen-
tive program to encourage 
more Albertans to get the 
jab.” Tyler Shandro, Minis-
ter of Health 

“As I have always done, I 
use the best currently avail-
able evidence from Alberta 
and around the world to 
inform my recommenda-
tions to protect the health 
of Albertans. With hospital-
ization rates rising, it is im-
portant that we take addi-
tional steps to help reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. My 
ultimate goal continues to 
be to shift from pandemic to 
endemic and put more fo-
cus on the complete health 
of Albertans – we must 
learn to live with COVID. 
Getting vaccinated today is 
the best possible way for us 
to get there.” Dr. Deena Hin-

shaw, chief medical officer 
of health 

New vaccine incentive 
program

A one-time incentive of 
$100 is now available for 
all Albertans age 18 or old-
er who receive a first or 
second dose of vaccine be-
tween Sept. 3 and Oct. 14. 
This incentive is intended 
to encourage unvaccinated 
Albertans to get protected 
as soon as possible. After 
vaccination, eligible Alber-
tans will be able to regis-
ter online. Alberta Health 
will validate registrations 
against provincial immu-
nization data. This website 
will be available starting on 
Sept. 13. If Albertans 
do not have access to 
a computer, they can 
contact 310-0000 for 
assistance, starting 
on Sept. 13. 

Temporary mea-
sures

• The prov-
ince will make masks 
mandatory for all 
indoor public spac-
es and workplaces 
starting Sept. 4 at 
8 a.m. Schools are 
not required to im-
plement masking 
but school boards 
will continue to set 
COVID-19 manage-
ment policies as they 
deem appropriate.

• Also, as 
of Sept. 4 at 8 a.m., 
restaurants, cafés, 
bars, pubs, nightclubs 
and other licensed 
establishments will 
be required to end 
alcohol service at 10 
p.m.

• In addition, 
Albertans are en-
couraged to limit 
in-person contacts. 
To support this, the 
province strongly 

recommends that unvacci-
nated Albertans limit their 
indoor social gatherings 
to close contacts of only 
two cohort families up to a 
maximum of 10 people.

• It is also recom-
mended that employers 
pause their plans to have 
staff return to work and in-
stead continue with work-
from-home measures. If 
employees are working on 
location, employees must 
mask for all indoor settings, 
except in work stations or 
where two-metre physi-
cal distancing or adequate 
physical barriers are in 
place.

Additional vaccine incen-

tives
All Albertans who have re-

ceived two doses of vaccine 
and are aged 18 and over 
are eligible for the remain-
ing $1-million draw for the 
Open for Summer Lottery. 
To register and for com-
plete details, visit alberta.
ca/lottery. The final draw 
closes Sept. 23.

Fully protected Albertans 
are also eligible to enter the 
Outdoor Adventure vac-
cine lottery. To register and 
for complete details, visit 
alberta.ca/outdoor-adven-
ture-vaccine-lottery.aspx. 
The lottery closes Sept. 9.
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classified ads - call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED	 RATES	
INCLUDE	GST.		1st	20	Words:	
First	 Insertion	 =	 $6.00;	
Subsequent	 insertion	 =	
$3.00	each.	(Eg:	2	insertions	
=	 $9.00;	 3	 insertions	 =	
$12.00;	 4	 insertions	 =	
$15.00;	etc)	Each	additional	
word is 20 cents per word, 
per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for 
an	 additional	 $1/line.	 Lost	
&	Found	and	To	Give	Away	
(up to a max. of 25 words) 
are free of charge. Ads 
must be paid in advance 
either by cheque, cash, Visa 
or Mastercard. No Refunds 
Allowed on Classified Ads. 
DEADLINE:	 is	 Thurs.	 4:00	
pm	 (Wed.	 4:00	 pm	 on	
long weekends).  Classified 
ads may be called in to 
the	 COMMUNITY	 VOICE	
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed	 to:	 classifieds@
com-voice.com, dropped 
off at Onoway Registries, 
or mailed with your ad and 
payment	 to:	 COMMUNITY	
VOICE,	 BAG	 3595,	 SPRUCE	
GROVE,	 AB	 	 T7X	 3A8.	 Ads	
may also be placed on the 
web at www.com-voice.
com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Camp	 Encounter,	 Vincent	
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.
com.	 C:	 780-504-2012	 W:	
780-967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 
780-892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle	 Community	
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Cheryl at 780-515-1755

Entwistle	 Senior’s	 Drop	 In	
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 
Glennis	727-4367	Mon-Fri

Evansburg	 Senior’s	
Heritage House, Dennis 
727-4186

Evansburg	 Legion,	 upper	
hall 250 people, 727-3879

Fallis	 Community	 Hall,	
Laurence 797-3123

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-
951-9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH:	 780-892-3121	 or	 Email:	
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 963-9165 
or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community 
Hall, Diane 780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155	@PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 
325-2391

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Smithfield Community 
Hall, Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra,	Bookings:	Kathy	780-
339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 
892-2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 
325-2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 
325-2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 
325-3787 or 325-2391

Services

Stump Grinding For 
hire - Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas. Call 
780-779-3589 (30) 02-11

Wanted:	 Standing	 timber.	
Are you looking to cut your 
woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? 
Top dollar paid. Call Paul 
780-706-1470 (12) 23-11

Computers

FREE	 computer	 checkup,	
repairs	NOT	over	$50.	 Save	
photos from broken old 
computers.	 Like	 NEW	
refurbished Laptop or 
Desktop windows 10, 
registered	for	only	$150.	Call	
or leave message 780-892-
2407(24) 21-12

U-Pick

U-Pick	 It	 OPEN	 1-6	 p.m.	
Tuesday to Sunday until 
August 25th. Closed 
Mondays. Located at 53520 
Range Road 75 (2.5 KM 
North	 of	 Evansburg).	 Call	
780-727-4344 for messages.

Personals

Widow, 60’s in Alberta.  If 
you are a man of faith, 
integrity, ambition, 62-
72 good mental, physical 
health.  Phone/text 780 512 
5120. (1) 09-07

Firewood

Outlaw	 Firewood	 Sales	 -	
Wood	 starting	 at	 $150	 per	
cord, dry split firewood, 
pine., Tamarack and Birch., 
small and bulk volumes 
available, no fee if within 
80km of yard. Text 780-621-
7200 17-08 (26)

For Sale

Hot	Top,	works	great,	$1500!	
Galvanized metal 16ft, 
$25.00	 a	 sheet.	 Located	 in	
Evansburg	 780-239-0553	
(2) 07-09

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting	 at	 $950	 +	 tax.	
Please call for viewing, 780-
967-4420 or 780-945-1723. 
www.onowayinnandsuites.
com (4) 21-09 OG

HOUSE	FOR	RENT	 in	Seba	
Beach, Available from 
Sept.25 to Apr.30, 2022. 
Furnished	 1,000	 sqft,	 3	
Bdrm,	Laundry.	Rent	is	$925/
mth with first month’s rent 
and damage deposit due to 
start. Includes free satellite 
TV and water. Renter pays 
for heat, electricity and 
sewage disposal. Call Wade 
780-686-9915 (2) 07-09

Available,	 2	 Bdrm	 ($850)	
in	 Entwistle	 building	 at	
4932	50a	avenue.	DD	$300.	
Tenant pays power, Smoke 
Free	 Bldg.	 Please	 call/text	
Ivanka 780-807-1300 (4) 09-
21
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