
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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Steffler family receiveS 

lac Ste. anne county 
farm family award

local GardenerS 
embrace 2022 year of the 

Garden

Submitted by Onoway and 
District Historical Guild

Fifteen families from 
northern and central Al-
berta were recently award-
ed the 2020 Farm Family 
Award. Because of COVID, 
this presentation was de-
layed but at last, they were 

honored at Farmfair 2021 
held in Edmonton this past 
November. The award goes 
to families who best repre-
sent the values of the family 
farm and recognizes their 
farming business practices 
and community involve-
ment. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Sangudo 
and District Horticultural 
Club

The days are getting lon-
ger and gardeners are look-
ing forward spring.  Mem-
bers of the Sangudo and 
District Horticultural Club 
(SHC) are ready to roll out 
a full year of guest presen-
tations, summer tours, and 

community projects. 
Meeting and sharing in-

formation are key goals for 
most garden groups- for 
now that will be happen-
ing online via Zoom. While 
not the same as meeting in 
person, it does offer the ad-
vantage of connecting with 
more speakers from farther 
away. 

First up is the 15th Annual 

Gardeners Day on Satur-
day, January 29. It is a day 
packed with four speakers, 
three timely topics, door 
prizes, photo contest, and 
lots of time to ask garden-
ing questions. 

SHC meetings are held on 
the fourth Monday of most 
months. 

Continued on Page 4
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Steffler Family Receives Lac Ste. Anne 
County Farm Family Award

Continued from Page 1

Robert and Darcie Steffler 
and their children Logan, 
Lane and Amanda were the 
award recipients for Lac 
Ste. Anne County.

The Steffler family farm, 
located east of Onoway, is 
now into the fifth genera-
tion to live and work on the 
farm. The land was previ-
ously owned by Robert’s 
great-grandfather William, 
his grandfather Norman 
and then his father Clayton. 
The Stefflers run a mixed 
operation with 1,100 acres 
in grain, 400 acres in hay 
and 200 cow/calf pairs.

To keep up to speed with 
changing farming practices, 
Robert started several years 
ago with his Green Certif-
icate course. Darcie works 

as a veterinary technologist. 
Amanda, a graduate of Olds 
College’s agriculture man-
agement program, recently 
started her own purebred 
Simmental herd. Logan and 
Lane work off farm appren-
ticing as heavy equipment 
technicians. Logan also has 
a mechanical equipment 
engineering diploma.

The Stefflers recently had 
challenging times as some 
of the cows calved during 
the spell of -30˚ to -40˚ 
weather.

The Stefflers are all ex-
tremely active in the 4-H 
program, having volun-
teered with the organiza-
tion for a number of years.

Congratulations to the 
Steffler family for their out-
standing achievement.

January 25, 2022
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Local Gardeners Embrace 2022 Year of the Garden
Continued from Page 1

February 28’s guest pre-
senter Dustin Bajer is an 
educator, master garden-
er, beekeeper, and perma-
culture designer. He will 
share his enthusiasm for 
the rewarding world of 
woody plant propagation 
from seeds and cuttings. 

In March the conversation 
turns to growing and car-
ing for perennial flowers 
with Jen Gruninger, of Farm 
Fresh Florals.  Just in time 
for planting, SHC members 
will take a deep dive into 
growing potatoes.  

From May to August Club 
members plan to head out-
doors. In May these capable 
gardeners spend an evening 

pruning and planting in the 
Hamlet of Sangudo. The an-
nual plant sale is a great op-
portunity to find something 
new for the landscape. Then 
it is time for tours, with 
trips planned to Kiwi Nurs-
ery, members’ yards, and a 
market garden with an awe-
some root cellar. 

Finishing the season in-
doors, there are opportu-
nities to share garden suc-
cesses, learn about growing 
hydrangeas, and swap some 
houseplant cuttings. 

Details on all these events 
are posted on the Sangudo 
and District Horticulture 
Club Facebook page. Not on 
Facebook? Contact Heath-
er at SangudoHortClub@
gmail.com or 780-674-1575.  
New members and drop-
in visitors are always wel-
come.
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onoway 
leGion 
newS

Submitted by Onoway Legion

Picnic in the Winter
Picnic in the Winter with 

Scott on Friday, January 28. He 
and his helpers will serve sum-
mer picnic food – BBQ burgers 
and hot dogs, coleslaw, potato 
salad, and fresh veggies with 
chocolate sundaes for dessert. 
It all costs just $10.

Make sure you reserve 
your spot by the evening of 
Wednesday, January 26 by 
calling or texting Linda at 780-
907-6300. Remember, only 
double-vaccinated people will 
be allowed into the hall, but 
take-out orders are available 
by reservation.

Change to Legion Dinners
Beginning Friday, Feb. 4, a 

full dinner will be served at the 
Onoway Legion only every two 
weeks. In between, soup and 
sandwiches will be served for 
$10/person. This change has 
been made because Covid has 
kept many regulars away from 
our dinners.

Menu for Feb. 4
For the first soup & sandwich 

Friday, Chris will prepare roast 
beef soup, and serve it with 
Croque Monsieur (a grilled 
ham, cheese and egg sand-
wich). The bar will be open as 
usual, so come on out for an 
evening of socializing.

January 25, 2022

chanGeS to the ruleS reSpectinG 
track Safety

Submitted by Gerald Soroka 
MP 

Gerald Soroka Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead 
wishes to advise that Trans-
port Canada has approved an-
other phase of changes to the 
Rules Respecting Track Safety, 
which focus on track inspec-
tion frequency and the use of 
automated track inspection 
technology. These changes are 

the result of a Ministerial Or-
der that was issued in 2020 to 
address major risks that could 
cause derailments due to the 
condition of railway infra-
structure.

Due to these latest changes, 
railway companies will be re-
quired to:

• increase the frequency of 
railway track inspections in 

higher risk areas where trains 
travel at faster speeds while 
carrying a greater tonnage of 
freight;

• follow new procedures gov-
erning the use of advanced au-
tomated track inspection tech-
nology; and

• ensure inspection data 
clearly identifies the exact date 
and track mileage of any track 

inspection so that rail safety 
inspectors can effectively ver-
ify compliance with regulatory 
requirements.

The Rules Respecting Track 
Safety specify safety require-
ments that railway companies 
must follow when inspecting 
and maintaining their railway 
track infrastructure.
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parkland rcmp arreSt and charGe three 
SuSpectS for kidnappinG

Submitted by Parkland RCMP

On Mar. 20, 2021, Parkland 
RCMP received a report of a 
victim who was found serious-
ly injured on a rural roadway in 
Parkland County. Preliminary 
investigation revealed that the 
39-year-old female had been 
kidnapped from Alexander 
First Nation prior to being as-
saulted. 

The victim’s injuries were 
life-threatening and she was 
transported to the hospital via 
ambulance. She has since been 
released and is recovering. 

Subsequent to a lengthy in-
vestigation, Parkland RCMP 
have arrested:

•Shayla Louise Rattlesnake 
(32) of Edmonton

•Jason Tyler Bruno (24) of 
Edmonton

•Venessia Katelynn Cardinal 
(28) of Edmonton

All three suspects are cur-
rently in custody and have 
been jointly charged with:

•Aggravated assault
•Kidnapping
•Forcible confinement. 
Venessia Cardinal is sched-

uled to appear for a bail hear-
ing on Jan. 12, 2022 in Stony 
Plain . Shayla Rattlesnake and 

Jason Bruno are scheduled to 
appear in court on Jan. 19, 2022 
in Stony Plain.

As these matters are now be-
fore the courts, we do not an-
ticipate any further updates. 

The victim’s name will not be 
released. 

SupportinG municipal initiativeS in lac 
St. anne-parkland

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

Alberta’s government is in-
vesting over $50,000 in the 
Town of Mayerthorpe.

This money will help the mu-
nicipalities complete various 
rural road and water infra-

structure projects through the 
Municipal Sustainability Initia-
tive (MSI). 

“Whenever any municipali-
ties in Lac St. Anne-Parkland 
have a need, it’s my honour to 
advocate for them. Our gov-
ernment is listening to the 
municipalities helping to ad-

dress their concerns. On behalf 
of my constituents, I want to 
extend my sincere thanks to 
Minister McIver for approving 
these items for funding.”

Shane Getson – MLA for Lac 
St. Anne-Parkland

Below is a list of approved 
MSI funding in the Lac St. 

Anne-Parkland constituency:
• $39,900 towards re-

placing sidewalks in the Town 
of Mayerthorpe; and, 

• $12,500 towards the 
purchase of an infrastructure 
management software system 
for the Town of Mayerthorpe.

lac Ste anne parkland ndp ridinG 
aSSociation praiSeS alberta health and itS 

workerS
Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 

Parkland NDP

We are two years into the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now more 
than ever we need to appre-
ciate our health system and 
health workers.

These past two years have 
been tough.  Many people have 
criticized our public system 
for not being ready. However, 
successive governments could 
not have foreseen the situation 
arising as it did.  Even if they 
had, preparing for it would 
have been difficult and the ad-
aptations great. 

The change to procedures 
and protocols at our hospitals 
has been a giant undertaking. 
Having to source and pur-
chase large amounts of pro-
tective gear and specialized 
equipment such as respirators 
was done quickly and effec-
tively. The large, unexpected 
number of Albertans needing 
health care led to nurses, doc-
tors, and other personnel re-
assigned from regular duties 
to serve new demands.  Many 
of us know about surgeries be-
ing delayed while our health 
care professionals laboured 
around the clock to keep up.  

Our health care workers have 
conducted themselves very 
professionally despite interfer-
ence in their terms of employ-
ment and the unwise summer 
of spread.

Declaring the pandemic over 
and opening up Alberta to the 
‘Best Summer Ever’ contrary to 
the majority medical view led 
to a devastating fourth wave. 
Blaming this critical mistake 
on the public health care sys-
tem is disingenuous. It is an 
attempt at deflecting responsi-
bility to others. 

It is time to recognize the 
benefits of our public health 

system.  Thank goodness we 
do not have several private 
corporations that would all 
have to vie for the same, short-
handed staff, the limited safety 
materials, the devices for treat-
ment and the vaccines.  The 
pandemic may have caused 
(and still cause) delays in diag-
nosis and treatment for many 
of us, but it is working.

The Lac Ste Anne NDP would 
like to express appreciation 
for everything our wonder-
ful health care workers have 
achieved - and continue to 
achieve - to keep us all safe.
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what matterS to you - a fraGile 
democracy, and SolutionS for the 

future
Submitted by MLA Shane 

Getson

They have us outnum-
bered. 

When it comes to countries 
that don’t have a democracy 
as their form of governance, 
they outnumber those that 
believe in democracy.  It 
could be further argued 
that there are even less pure 
democratic states, if you take 
into context which demo-
cratic countries still have an 
attachment to a monarchy in 
one way shape or form. So, 
is it any wonder that there 
are continued pressures 
chipping away at our demo-
cratic values and principles?  
Further compounding the 
issue now is also the rise of 
socialist ideology. It could 

be argued that our predomi-
nantly capitalistic free enter-
prise systems are what gave 
folks the ability for a cou-
ple of generations sitting on 
relative wealth and lack of 
strife to pontificate on how 
bad our system might be. If 
you want to get a real per-
spective of the neo-Marx-
ism mantra put effect, talk 
to someone who managed to 
get out of the countries that 
fully embraced socialist and 
communist ideals.  These 
are the folks telling me of all 
the alarm bells and warning 
signs they are seeing in our 
present situation - things 
that makes them afraid for 
our future; if we keep flirting 
with these socialist ideals, 
we will end up like the coun-
tries they fled.

When I was working in 
the United States managing 
project teams, I had the op-
portunity to present at sev-
eral town council meetings.  
I also had a chance to get to 
know my US team members 
well, and in the process, had 
a chance to get a decent read 
on how they felt about their 
country and democracy.  
Regardless of their political 
leanings, they take democ-
racy seriously, and love their 
country.  They are a patriotic 
bunch, and they value their 
freedoms.  As we all know, 
they didn’t just negotiate 
their freedoms over a few 
years - they fought for them.  
Then of course, to settle the 
way their country would be 
run after that, they had a 
civil war over it.  Fighting for 

your freedom, overthrowing 
an oppressor – it all tends 
to have a generational ef-
fect, something that can be 
very long lasting, imbedded 
in culture.  They pledge al-
legiance to the flag – to their 
country – not to a leader, or 
a monarch. They are one na-
tion under God. Just about 
every position of authority is 
voted in, and the most criti-
cal positions have an expiry 
date, such as their Presiden-
tial terms.  They sure didn’t 
want another pseudo king 
or queen reigning over them.  
They needed to have a term 
limit for that kind of power, if 
their citizens were to be truly 
free.

Continued on Page 11
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classified ads - call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 Words: 
First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = 
$3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word is 20 
cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/line. Lost 
& Found and To Give Away (up 
to a max. of 25 words) are free 
of charge. Ads must be paid 
in advance either by cheque, 
cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: is 
Thurs. 4:00 pm (Wed. 4:00 
pm on long weekends).  
Classified ads may be called 
in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed to: classifieds@com-
voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment 
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 
3595, SPRUCE GROVE, AB  
T7X 3A8. Ads may also be 
placed on the web at www.
com-voice.com/classified.
htm

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
Susan 780-996-2960.

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 
or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-
785-3578.

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact 
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-

9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 967-4980

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-
2240

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 

January 25, 2022
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classified ads - call 962-9228
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-2259 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Dog Caretaker
alberta beach & 
Surrounding areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal Getaway? 
worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 

care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 02-08OG 

Services  

FREE Computer repairs for 

single parents or low income 
families. PC Repairs not 
over $50- no prepayment. 
WANTED: Old, used, broken 
computers, tablets, cell 
phones, plugs for parts. Will 
clear data. Good refurbished 
computer windows 10 
available for $150 loaded. 
780-892-2407 (11) 03-29

Collectables 
Senior selling, Royal 
Canadian Mint set. 1982-1996. 
780-967-4361 (2) 02-01

For Sale
Equipment Rental Business 
for sale in Barrhead. Turn 
key opportunity for a 
mechanically inclined 
individual. Will sell or lease 
shop with the business. Shop 
is 40x60 with mezzanine and 
office. Price is negotiable 
depending on what 
equipment units are included 
in sale. Serious inquiries only. 
For more information please 
call or text 780-674-7862. 
Barrheadrentalandsales@
hotmail.com. (6) 03-01

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $975 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
02-08OG

New 2 Bdrm apt on the water 
in Alberta Beach. Available 
immediately! $1350. Text only 
780-667-3304 (4) 02-15

January 25, 2022
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What Matters to you - A fragile Democracy, and 
Solutions for the Future
Continued from Page 8

The US constitution is old 
compared to the Canadian 
constitution. Heck, I’m older 
than the Canadian constitu-
tion at the ripe old age of 48. 
Recently I had a chance to 
hear from the last surviving 
person who helped write our 
constitution, and to sign off 
on it.  Let that sink in for a 
bit. We as Canadians ran for 
a long while without a con-
stitution, and in effect, the 
mother country as it were, 
being Great Britain, still it-
self does not have a suc-
cinct constitution.  The UK is 
based on common law, bits 
and pieces of legislation, and 
precedence set over the long 
history of that great coun-
try, but they do not have a 
constitution as a standalone 
document like the USA, or 
Canada.  We are very for-
tunate to be able to have 
someone who is still with us 
to help us clarify the intent 
of our constitution, and how 
it came to be, as well as the 
challenges that they had with 
a very headstrong “knows 
better than the rest” Prime 
Minister at the time.  It feels 
a little like deja vu all over 
again, hearing from a for-
mer premier who had to deal 
with Pierre back in the day, 
compared to what we have 
been dealing with the last six 
years.  Something that is left 
out of the history books, it 
would seem, were the strug-
gles for the provinces to deal 
with an overreaching Prime 
Minister. When they were 
formalizing the rights of the 
citizens, hearing from a man 
who was there up to his el-
bows in crafting our consti-
tution provides unparalleled 
insight into what is taking 
place in present day, and 
how our constitution isn’t 
being respected as it should.

Unlike the US, we have not 
had the numerous consti-
tutional challenges, courts 
ruling on it, or the constitu-
tion to be put into full effect 
during challenging times, 
real times of turmoil and 
strife. We as Canadians sim-
ply do not have the same ex-
perience in these waters.  The 
US had external and internal 
wars, real big events that 
could put the country at per-
il or risk of falling to enemies 
both foreign and domestic. 
We, however, find ourselves 
in an area now, where many 
policies put into effect have 
yet to be tested in a court of 
law, under the real scrutiny 
of that document that sits 
above all others - the one 
document that the law, and 
the law makers are behold-
en too.  That document was 
written to be permanent, not 
to be tampered with.

Times may change, politics 
may change, but the consti-
tution was written to be un-
moving and unfaltering – the 
thing that holds us together 
when things could start to 
come apart.  So, when I hear 
from a person who was at 
the table, who helped nego-
tiate the words that were to 
bind us together as a nation 
and ensure the rights and 
freedoms of all citizens of 
this country, I sure as heck 
listen to what he has to say.  
When that person is raising 
the alarm that governments 
are stepping out of line with 
their policy, and that inter-
pretations are being made 
loosely on what freedoms 
we have, I take that seriously.

When I hear statements 
made that the constitution 
can be suspended by the 
current government in times 
of strife, war, etc. yes, I be-
lieve that as well.  So does 
our constitution. It has four 
tests however, that the event 

would have to meet the ap-
plicable criteria. When those 
same tests are made against 
several of the current pol-
icies that are in place to 
manage covid…well, they fall 
short in layman’s terms, and 
massively short by a man 
who quite literally was an 
author of that highest law 
in our country.  We had bet-
ter pay attention.  It was my 
sincere belief that given the 
data we had at the time, and 
the impending challenges 
that our healthcare system 
was about to face, and for a 
very short time frame, ex-
traordinary measures were 
needed to deal with the 
covid.  We are no longer in 
that state, and we as a coun-
try need to put that pandem-
ic genie back in the bottle.  
Omicron will be the last 
wave we should be manag-
ing. It will infect those who 
have a vaccine for the ini-
tial strain of covid, or those 
who have not.  We are very 
near to the end of this. As we 
have seen in recent days, the 
UK Prime Minister made the 
declaration in the mother 
parliament – it’s over.

As some may be aware, I 
was asked before Christ-
mas to be a guest on a pod-
cast hosted by a gentleman 
named Shaun Newman out 
of Lloydminster.  It was a 
great experience, and I had 
a chance to talk about many 
of the items that I’ve been 
working on over the last few 
years, including the Eco-
nomic corridors.  To many, 
the concept of defining and 
formalizing these corridors 
is our way of building our 
future in North West Cana-
da. We also spoke about how 
being an MLA works, how 
we came to many decisions 
in the House to vote on cer-
tain bills, and how I became 
an MLA in the first place.  I 

also spoke about how if peo-
ple are frustrated, they need 
to be part of the solution, to 
flex their democratic mus-
cles as it were, and that be-
gins with being a member 
of a political party, partici-
pating in a community, and 
being part of that grass roots 
voice.  Shaun liked what he 
heard and told me a number 
of the things I said gave him 
hope, and apparently many 
of his listeners across our 
country and in the US felt the 
same way.  

Based on the feedback from 
that initial interview, I’ve 
now been invited to be part 
of a panel on the 5th of Feb-
ruary down in Kitscoty, Al-
berta to talk just about some 
of these items. Solutions for 
the future. I will be the only 
sitting MLA on the panel, 
but will be joined by Dan-
ielle Smith, Dr. Eric Payne, 
a lawyer by the name of An-
dre Memauri, and another 
Doctor yet to be announced.  
Tickets are currently on sale 
for the event and can be 
found at the Shaun Newman 
Podcast site (SNP), on my 
Facebook page, as well as 
my web page.  I look forward 
to having fulsome discus-
sions and sharing ideas with 
fellow panel members, as 
well as those in the audience 
who will be in attendance.  
There are several folks out 
there who still believe in our 
constitution, and really want 
to work on solitons that pull 
us together, not drive us 
apart. I hope that you can be 
part of that.  Your voice does 
matter, so flex your demo-
cratic muscle and be part 
of the group that is working 
hard to put the genie back in 
the bottle and implementing 
solutions for the future.
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