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Online Services Make Life 

Easier For Albertans

What Matter to You 
-Freedom of Choice & 

Privacy

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta 

Alberta’s government con-
tinues to reduce red tape by 
modernizing and stream-
lining services.

Since June 2020, when 
changes were introduced 
to make registry services 
more accessible, more than 
350,000 transactions have 

been completed online.
“We’ve been working hard 

with industry partners to 
make sure Albertans have 
options that are flexible, 
convenient and modern. 
The increased use in online 
services is an important 
milestone as we continue to 
reduce red tape and make 
services more accessible.”

Nate Glubish, Minister of 

Service Alberta 
Services can be complet-

ed anytime, anywhere, and 
Albertans are increasingly 
looking to complete these 
transactions online. For 
example, new parents can 
register the birth of their 
child and order their child’s 
first birth certificate before 
they leave the hospital, ...

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

PART I Canadian Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms 
Whereas Canada is founded 
upon principles that recog-
nize the supremacy of God 
and the rule of law: 

Rights and freedoms in 
Canada 1 The Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Free-

doms guarantees the rights 
and freedoms set out in it 
subject only to such rea-
sonable limits prescribed 
by law as can be demon-
strably justified in a free and 
democratic society. 

Fundamental freedoms 2 
Everyone has the follow-
ing fundamental freedoms: 
(a) freedom of conscience 
and religion; (b) freedom of 

thought, belief, opinion, and 
expression, including free-
dom of the press and other 
media of communication; 
(c) freedom of peaceful as-
sembly; and (d) freedom of 
association.

We are fortunate to have 
a very fulsome, yet sim-
ple charter of rights in our 
country, ... 

Continued on Page 2
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What Matter to You -Freedom of 
Choice & Privacy

Continued from Page 1

... and elegant document 
that all can read and under-
stand.  Our charter of rights, 
the constitution as it were 
is not very old, so it still 

should be fresh in every-
one’s mind.  The same can 
be said about the Emergen-
cy Measures Act, which was 
amended in 1988 I believe, 
before that it was called the 
WAR Measures act.

WAR / Emergency Mea-
sures: Like the constitution, 
which defines the principals 
and rights we have in Can-
ada, the emergency mea-
sures act is only ... 

Continued on Page 3

Online Services Make Life Easier For 
Albertans

Continued from Page 1

... or when they return home. 
Since changes were made, 
more than 83 per cent of all 
birth registrations and about 
75 per cent of first birth certif-
icate orders have been com-
pleted online.

The following registry ser-
vices were brought online in 
2020 and 2021:

•Birth registrations
•Birth certificate ordering

•Extra-provincial registration 
for corporations and limited 
partnerships across western 
Canada

•Name Search Report order-
ing

•Annual registration renew-
als for various vehicle types

•In-transit permit orders
•Specialty licence plate or-

ders
•Standard and commercial 

driver’s abstracts
•Vehicle information reports

•Duplicate vehicle registra-
tion certificates

MyAlberta Digital ID has 
been a key element for Alber-
ta’s government to bring more 
services online. A verified My-
Alberta Digital ID account al-
lows Albertans to sign in, ver-
ify their identities using their 
driver’s licences or ID cards, 
and complete registry services 
without needing to visit a reg-
istry agent in person.

February 22, 2022
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What Matter to You -Freedom of Choice & Privacy
Continued from Page 2

.... to be used under the dir-
est circumstances…like well, 
a war or in the case of PM El-
liot Trudeau when a domes-
tic terrorist group, known as 
the FLQ kidnapped a foreign 
ambassador (James Cross), 
and murdered a Quebec 
cabinet minister (Pierre 
LaPorte).  Some say that the 
circumstances there didn’t 
even warrant the act being 
invoked, but it was limited 
in time, and location to end 
very quickly a violent situa-
tion.

The preamble of the act be-
low, the Coles notes version 
as it were, something that 
the current PM should have 
read states the purpose, and 
how in general terms the 
act should be used. Here is 
the link so you can read for 
yourself. (Emergencies Act 
(justice.gc.ca)).

WHEREAS the safety and 

security of the individual, 
the protection of the values 
of the body politic and the 
preservation of the sover-
eignty, security and territo-
rial integrity of the state are 
fundamental obligations of 
government.

AND WHEREAS the ful-
filment of those obligations 
in Canada may be serious-
ly threatened by a national 
emergency and, to ensure 
safety and security during 
such an emergency, the 
Governor in Council should 
be authorized, subject to the 
supervision of Parliament, 
to take special temporary 
measures that may not 
be appropriate in normal 
times.

AND WHEREAS the Gov-
ernor in Council, in taking 
such special temporary 
measures, would be subject 
to the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms and 
the Canadian Bill of Rights 

and must have regard to the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 
particularly with respect to 
those fundamental rights 
that are not to be limited or 
abridged even in a national 
emergency.

So herein lies the rub.  I 
honestly believe that neither 
the founding fathers of our 
country, nor those that cre-
ate the laws, especially the 
constitution, the War Mea-
sures Act, or the Emergency 
Measures Act for that mat-
ter could have conceived 
that we would have such an 
underqualified Prime Min-
ister that would be elected.  
Moreover, that there would 
be checks and balances in 
place, that would not allow 
only foolhardy actions but 
reckless abandon when it 
comes to rights and free-
doms.  

I’ll ask all of you to help me 
to put this to an end, I fear 

that we are going to have a 
stain on our country’s his-
tory at this point, but there 
also have been so many 
good things that have come 
out of the last three weeks.  
We have seen many of the 
leaders for what they are.  
We have seen the best and 
the worst of ourselves along 
the way as well.  What I am 
asking you is this.

Stop talking about vac-
cines and masks.  Let people 
have their privacy back, and 
respect their choices, even if 
they were not the same you 
would have made.  We are 
at the end of this.  Let’s take 
the time to like each other 
again, there have been so 
many new names and labels 
invented that are hurtful, let 
them go, its not worth losing 
your soul over, and it sure as 
heck not worth losing our 
country over.  We are way 
stronger together, then what 
we are being driven apart.

February 22, 2022
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Alberta’s Economy Is Coming Back 
Stronger And More Diversified Than Ever.

Submitted by Mark Smith, 
MLA for Drayton Valley

Good economic news is 
abounding as Alberta’s Re-
covery Plan continues to 

take shape, and this week 
was no exception. In every 
corner of the province, we 
learned of new investments 
that will create high-paying 
jobs for everyday Albertans.

In Alberta’s Industrial 
Heartland, specifically in 
Lamont, we learned that 
Fortune Minerals has pur-
chased a former steel fabri-
cation plant to build a new 
cobalt refinery. This $250 
million project will create 
hundreds of high-paying 
jobs for skilled workers, in 
both its construction and 
operational phases, and it’s 
another exciting investment 
happening in Alberta’s In-
dustrial Heartland, which 
has already seen major in-
vestments from companies 
like Dow Chemical and Air 
Products.  

In Calgary, we learned 
that EY Canada is building 
its first Canadian-based Fi-
nance Centre of Excellence. 
The centre will offer cut-
ting-edge internal finance 
services that meet the most 
pressing needs of the busi-
ness and joins a growing 
list of EY Finance Centres of 
Excellence around the world 
with distinct areas of focus 
ranging from cybersecurity, 
innovation and analytics to 
robotic process automation 
and manufacturing services.

Calgary was chosen based 
on its well-educated and 
diverse workforce, quality 
of life, and Alberta’s afford-
able cost of living and doing 

business. This is great news 
as our economy continues 
to diversify and our province 
continues to build a reputa-
tion as a destination for ma-
jor international business.

Calgary’s international rep-
utation in the film and tele-
vision industry continues to 
grow as well, in addition to 
its reputation in the finance 
world. 2021 was a banner 
year for Alberta in film and 
television, with nearly $1 
billion in production costs, 
including HBO’s The Last of 
Us, the largest production 
ever filmed in Canada. As a 
result, for the second con-
secutive year, Calgary has 
been named as a top ten city 
in North America to live and 
work as a moviemaker.

In the Capital Region, we 
learned that HCL Technol-
ogies, a leading global tech-
nology company, is building 
an Innovation Center fo-
cused on engineering and 
research and development 
services. This too will cre-
ate high-paying jobs for Al-
bertans, particularly in our 
growing technology sector.

Our province’s technolo-
gy industry has had three 
straight years of incredible 
growth. In fact, our tech-
nology sectors in Edmon-
ton and Calgary are some of 
the fastest growing in North 
America. From Amazon Web 
Services’ multibillion-dollar 
investment in a new cloud 
computing operation in Cal-
gary to tech giant Infosys, 
Alberta is not only home to 
a rapidly maturing tech sec-
tor but a place brimming 
with remarkable talent and 
entrepreneurship. As we set-
tle into a new year, this HCL 
centre is just another reason 
to be optimistic about the 
opportunities ahead. 

No matter where you look, 
there are exciting things 
happening in Alberta. 2022 
is going to be a strong year 
for our province’s economy, 
as we lead the country in 
economic growth and into a 
new and exciting future!
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What Matters To You – The End Of 
Restrictions Is Near

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

I have some great news to 
share. Many of my colleagues, 
and myself, have been advo-
cating for an end to public 
health restrictions and it looks 
like we have an exit strategy. I 
was very pleased to hear the 
Premier talk about winding 
down these measures in his 

press conference on Tuesday, 
starting with the Restriction 
Exemption Program. Aside 
from the segregation, which is 
an issue unto itself, the pass-
ports have been ineffective in 
this Omicron wave. We have 
close to 90 percent of the pop-
ulation vaccinated, yet cases 
exploded with this variant. 
It’s time to get back to our 
“pre-pandemic normal” and 

the light at the end of the tun-
nel is drawing closer. 

I also want to say that I do not 
support blockades, or symbols 
of hate. What I do support is 
peaceful protest. My son and I 
jumped into my T-800 on Sat-
urday and it took us hours to 
get from Acheson to Edmon-
ton. The encouragement and 
support and honks, it brought 
tears to my eyes. It was such 

an uplifting and emotional ex-
perience. I was surprised that 
a 40 second video clip my son 
shot drew the fury of the Not-
ley NDP. I lost count of how 
many times they demanded 
my removal from caucus but 
as I told the media this week, 
our caucus is a big boardroom 
with a lot of thoroughbreds. 
Occasionally one of us will 
kick the stable door but that’s 
what happens when you have 
60 passionate elected officials 
in one room. Unlike the “Not-
ley Crew” differing opinions 
are permitted in our caucus. 
Either way, we are nearing the 
end of this, and I think we are 
all excited to get back to the 
normal we remember. If you 
want to see any highlights and 
photos from taking out the 
T-800 gravel truck, head over 
to my Facebook page. 

Speaking of my Facebook 
page, the video I was telling 
you about earlier in this col-
umn was posted on January 
29. Since then, it has been 
viewed over half-a-million 
times, shared by 3,600 people, 
and it even has close to 1,000 
comments. While my constit-
uents have sent me messag-
es of support, the admiration 
for our message is extending 
well past God’s Country (also 
known as the Lac St. Anne 
– Parkland riding). I have re-
ceived messages from all 
over the world. From places 
like the United States, Ger-
many, Denmark, Poland and 
many, many more countries. 
The amount of support has 
warmed my heart and is very 
encouraging. It goes to show 
how far a movement can go, 
and how great things happen 
when like-minded individuals 
unite for the common good. 
No matter where your support 
came from, I want you to know 
it was very well received, and I 
am thankful for every encour-
aging message. 

Like I said on Facebook, it’s 
time to put these public health 
policies back in the bottle and 
seal it up for good. Until next 
time, remember to be kind to 
yourself, and each other.
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Bridal Guide
February 2022

Your Guide to
Planning Your Big Day
Filled with helpful planning advice, savvy how-to tips and the latest wedding trends,
as well as a host of local wedding vendors here to help you plan the perfect day!
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Factors To Consider Before 
Choosing A Wedding Venue 

Once couples become en-
gaged and share the good 
news with their friends and 
families, the next step is to 
begin planning their wed-
dings. While couples must 
make a myriad of decisions 
during the wedding planning 
process, perhaps none is 
more significant than where 
to tie the knot.
According to The Knot 2016 
Real Weddings Study, the 
average cost of a wedding 
for couples who married in 
2016 was $35,329. That’s 
a sizable amount, and a big 
portion of that was spent on 
the wedding venue. The Real 
Weddings Study found that 

couples spent an average 
of $16,107 on their wedding 
venues in 2016. That figure 
easily dwarfs the next biggest 
expense ($6,163 for the en-
gagement ring) for couples 
tying the knot.
Because the wedding venue 
comes with such a potentially 
high sticker price, couples 
should give ample consider-
ation to a host of factors be-
fore choosing where to get 
married.
Size
Until they can agree on a 
guest list, couples might 
want to delay even looking 
for venues. However, some 
couples might want to first 

look at some venues so they 
can determine just how many 
guests they can afford to in-
vite. Whether they’re hosting 
small affairs or large parties, 
couples should choose ven-
ues that can comfortably ac-
commodate all of their guests. 
If possible, look for venues 
with multiple reception areas, 
which might allow for some 
wiggle room if the guest list 
grows or dwindles during the 
planning process.
Availability
Some couples might have an 
ideal time of year they hope 
to get married. Some even 
know the exact date they 
hope to get married. While 

that can help with the plan-
ning, it can also limit couples 
with regard to their venue op-
tions. Some venues may be 
booked for as much as a year 
or more in advance during 
peak wedding season. The 
Real Weddings Study found 
that the most popular months 
to get married in 2016 were 
October and September. 
Couples who hope to follow 
in the footsteps of many 2016 
brides and grooms may need 
to book their wedding venues 
well in advance. 

Continued on Page 8

Bridal Guide
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Factors To Consider Before Choosing A Wedding Venue 

Continued from Page 8

Those who can be more flex-
ible regarding their wedding 
dates may find it easier to 
book their dream venues.
Insurance
Ask about the venue’s insur-
ance policies, including the 
policies the venue has to 
protect itself. In addition, ask 
if the venue requires couples 
to have their own wedding lia-
bility insurance for protection 
in the event of injury, property 
damage or incidents related 
to alcohol. Couples may also 
want to make the investment 
in cancellation/postponement 
insurance, and some venues 

may even require it.
Financials
It’s easy for couples to be 
focused on the bottom line 
when choosing wedding 
venues, but it’s also import-
ant that they get a complete 
grasp of the financials before 
choosing a wedding venue. 
Ask about the amount of the 
initial deposit and if that de-
posit is refundable. In addi-
tion, ask when the deposit is 
due and when each subse-
quent payment is due until 
the balance is paid in full. This 
can make budgeting easier 
and planning less stressful.
Couples should have fun 
choosing their wedding ven-

ues while recognizing that 
certain factors must be given 
ample consideration before 
signing any contracts.

Bridal Guide
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MP Soroka’s Statement On 
Freedom of Speech

Submitted by Gerald Soro-
ka MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
gave the following state-
ment in the House. 

“Mr. Speaker, prior to my 
time in Parliament, I served 
in municipal government. 
I was encouraged to speak 

up on behalf of the people 
who put their trust in me. I 
am concerned I do not have 
the same freedom to ask 
legitimate questions about 
the government or popular 
narratives of society. In the 
past two years, many of the 
people in my riding have 
expressed concerns about 
their rights and freedoms. 

We say every Canadian has 
individual rights and free-
doms, but our right to free 
speech is under attack. I 
am not talking about hate 
speech, but about having 
one’s own opinion or ques-
tioning the government or 
society’s popular narra-
tive. For me, it seems that 
if someone asks questions 

about or does not agree 
with this narrative, their 
voice is shut down by hate-
ful rhetoric, labelling them 
racist, misogynistic or a 
conspiracy theorist.

What has happened to our 
freedom of speech? I hope 
we all can work to re-estab-
lishing this core principle in 
our domestic society.”
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Good News Story Indigenous 
Pathways

Submitted by GYPSD

Grande Yellowhead Public 
School Division is proud to 
collaborate with a number 
of partners to ensure that 
Indigenous perspectives 
are appropriately includ-
ed in all programs of study 
offered in our schools. This 
collaboration is to assist 
our teachers in learning 
more about the history and 
the legacy of residential 
schools, the Treaties and 
the history of Indigenous 
peoples in order to better 
meet the needs of Aborigi-
nal students.

Many of our schools also 
offer a Cree and Michif 
program taught by certif-
icated teacher, Ms. Sandra 
Davenport, who has been 
teaching Plains Cree ‘Y’ di-
alect for over 18 years in 
GYPSD. Wildwood School, 
Niton Central, Crescent Val-
ley Elementary in Hinton, 
Pine Grove Middle School 
in Edson, and both Sheldon 
Coates School and Sum-
mitview School in Grande 

Cache, have all welcomed 
Miss Davenport to work 
with their students from 
Grades 2 to 8.

Originally from the histor-
ic Mêtis community of Ile-
a-la Crosse, Saskatchewan, 
Sandra has called Edson 
home since 2002. She start-
ed sharing her knowledge 
of Northern Michif with 
students in GYPSD schools 
three years ago. This edu-
cational opportunity is key 
to keeping Michif alive and 
well.

Language and culture are 
inextricably related. And 
you can’t learn one with-
out first knowing the other. 
Language is related to all 
features of human life in 
society. And comprehen-
sion of the surrounding 
culture is key to learning a 
language. The language also 
allows for the development 
and evolution of cultural 
values.

     communications@gypsd.ca

GNS: Good News Story

Indigenous Pathways - Cree and Michif Program with
Ms. Davenport

gypsd.ca Create.Achieve.Succeed.

February
17, 2022

 

Priority 1:
Student

Learning 
 

Priority 3:
Community

Engagement
 

Grande Yellowhead Public School Division is proud to collaborate with a number
of partners to ensure that Indigenous perspectives are appropriately included
in all programs of study offered in our schools. This collaboration is to assist
our teachers in learning more about the history and the legacy of residential
schools, the Treaties and the history of Indigenous peoples in order to better

meet the needs of Aboriginal students.

Many of our schools also offer a Cree and Michif program taught by certificated
teacher, Ms. Sandra Davenport, who has been teaching Plains Cree ‘Y’ dialect for

over 18 years in GYPSD. Wildwood School, Niton Central, Crescent Valley
Elementary in Hinton, Pine Grove Middle School in Edson, and both Sheldon

Coates School and Summitview School in Grande Cache, have all welcomed Miss
Davenport to work with their students from Grades 2 to 8.

Originally from the historic Mêtis community of Ile-a-la Crosse, Saskatchewan,
Sandra has called Edson home since 2002. She started sharing her knowledge

of Northern Michif with students in GYPSD schools three years ago. This
educational opportunity is key to keeping Michif alive and well.

Language and culture are inextricably related. And you can't learn one without
first knowing the other. Language is related to all features of human life in

society. And comprehension of the surrounding culture is key to learning a
language. The language also allows for the development and evolution of

cultural values.

Priority 2:
Teaching &
Leadership
Excellence 

 

Students in Northern (Cree)
Michif class play Roll to 100 as
they learn numbers in the
target language. 

Students enjoy lebay and l’tî as a
‘welcome back’ to Northern
(Cree) Michif language/culture.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First Insertion 
= $6.00; Subsequent insertion 
= $3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) Each 
additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for an 
additional $1/line. Ads must be 
paid in advance. No Refunds 
Allowed on Classified Ads. 
DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 pm. 
Classified ads may be called 
in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to:  comvoice@telusplanet.net 
Ads may also be placed on the 
web at www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.com. 
C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-967-
2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League 
Hall Rentals, Call Barry Osbourne 
(780) 621-2541

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 
727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, Laurence 
797-3123

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall keephillsrentals@
gmail.com (780) 919-6590 
keephillshall.com Contact 
Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-

2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, 
Diane 780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 780-325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Smithfield Community Hall, 
Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-339-
3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-727-
3947.

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 
or 325-2391

U-Pick
U-Pick It OPEN 1-6 p.m. Tuesday 
to Sunday until August 25th. 
Closed Mondays. Located at 
53520 Range Road 75 (2.5 KM 
North of Evansburg). Call 780-
727-4344 for messages.

Services
FREE Computer repairs for 
single parents or low income 
families. PC Repairs not over 
$50- no prepayment. WANTED: 
Old, used, broken computers, 
tablets, cell phones, plugs for 
parts. Will clear data. Good 
refurbished computer windows 
10 available for $150 loaded. 780-
892-2407 (11) 03-29

For Sale
Equipment Rental Business 
for sale in Barrhead. Turn key 
opportunity for a mechanically 
inclined individual. Will 
sell or lease shop with the 
business. Shop is 40x60 with 
mezzanine and office. Price is 
negotiable depending on what 
equipment units are included 
in sale. Serious inquiries only. 
For more information please 
call or text 780-674-7862. 
Barrheadrentalandsales@
hotmail.com. (6) 03-01

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double bedrooms, 
furnished bachelors with 
full kitchen and furnished 1 

bedrooms with full kitchen 
available. Starting at $950 + tax. 
Please call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 03-
08OG

Onoway 1 & 2 bdrm renovated 
suites, reasonable rent. 780-782-
6706. 780-920-3652(4) 02-22

New 2 bdrm apt on the water in 
Alberta Beach. New appliances, 
renter incentive. Available 
immediately! $1250. Text only 
780-667-3304(4)  03-15

Wanted
Older boat trailer to fit a 12ft 
boat. Also, Wanted; Camper 
jacks for 8ft camper. 780-514-
0272 (4) 02-22
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