
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

March 8, 2022
Providing relief for fuel 

And utility Costs

County news HigHligHts

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta 

Albertans will see lower 
fuel and utility bills through 
action to address rising 
costs.

Alberta’s government will 
stop the collection of the 
provincial fuel tax to offer 
Albertans relief from cur-
rent high fuel prices. Cur-
rently, Albertans pay 13 
cents per litre in fuel tax. 
This change will come into 

effect April 1.
The federal carbon tax 

rate on gasoline is set to in-
crease again on April 1, from 
just under nine cents per li-
tre to just over 11 cents per 
litre.

“We’ve heard Albertans’ 
concerns about the rising 
cost of living loud and clear. 
While the federal govern-
ment is set to increase the 
carbon tax April 1, Alber-
ta’s government is taking 
the opposite approach and 

stepping up to offer relief. 
Stopping the provincial fuel 
tax puts money back in the 
pockets of Albertans when 
they need it most.”

Jason Kenney, Premier 
“Many Albertans ex-

pressed concerns about 
increasing prices on ev-
eryday goods when I con-
sulted with them ahead of 
this year’s budget. The best 
thing government can do 
during inflationary ... 

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 
County 

Weekly Preparedness 
Challenge

Week #4: Start a Conver-
sation

The 2021 Survey of Al-
bertans shows only 34% 
of Albertans have started 
to discuss emergency pre-
paredness within their net-
works. Talking about emer-
gencies can be the first step 

in making your emergency 
plan. Not sure where to 
start? Use current events to 
prompt the conversation.

#BePrepared by visiting 
alberta.ca/EPWeek to listen 
to a podcast that can help 
you bring preparedness into 
everyday conversations.

How will you start a con-
versation about prepared-
ness?

Minor Softball League 
Registration

Registration is open
See our enclosed adver-

tisement for more infor-
mation. Online registration 
is available from March 5, 
2022 to April 8, 2022.

Please note that waivers 
must be completed for all 
players in order to par-
ticipate and players must 
register in the community 
where they reside.
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ukrAine flAg is flying At 
MeMoriAl Point

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

In an act of solidarity, the 
Town of Whitecourt raised 
the Ukrainian flag at Memo-
rial Point today.

The flag is flying as a show 
of support to the citizens 
of Ukraine and those with 
Ukrainian heritage living in 

the community.
“Flying the Ukrainian flag 

is just one way for White-
court to show its support to 
the people impacted by this 
crisis,” stated Whitecourt 
Mayor Tom Pickard. “Many 
in our community want to 
help, and there are oppor-
tunities for individuals to 
donate to humanitarian as-

sistance being organized by 
national and local organiza-
tions.”

The Government of Cana-
da announced it will match 
donations made to the Ca-
nadian Red Cross to help 
bring humanitarian re-
lief to Ukraine. Donations 
made by March 18 will be 
matched.

A number of local church-
es are also accepting dona-
tions in support of Ukraine.

March 8, 2022
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Providing Relief For Fuel And Utility Costs
Continued from Page 1

... times is to spend less, 
borrow less and tax less. 
That’s why today we are in-
troducing new measures to 
help with the cost of fuel by 
reducing the provincial fuel 
tax, providing much-need-
ed relief to everyday Alber-
tans.”

Travis Toews, President of 
Treasury Board and Minis-
ter of Finance 

Alberta’s government will 
also provide $150 electrici-
ty rebates to help Albertans 
pay for the high bills they 
faced this winter. More than 
one million homes, farms 
and businesses are expect-
ed to receive a $50 month-
ly rebate for three months. 
These retroactive rebates 
will help defray the high 
costs that many families 
and businesses paid in re-
cent months.

Alberta’s government will 

work with utilities and reg-
ulators to determine exact 
details, including rebate 
timing. This includes work-
ing to have the rebates ap-
plied directly to consumers’ 
bills.

This rebate will combine 
with the Natural Gas Re-
bate program announced in 
Budget 2022 to provide real 
relief for Albertans.

“Utility prices are in part 
due to market conditions, 
and in part due to punish-
ing policies from the former 
provincial government and 
the federal government. 
As our government works 
hard to responsibly man-
age system costs, we are 
also working tirelessly to 
increase generation invest-
ments to bring new supply 
on to the market. As this 
long-term work continues, 
a rebate to help offset these 
costs for Alberta families 

and small businesses will 
help provide support when 
they need it most.”

Dale Nally, Associate Min-
ister of Natural Gas and 
Electricity 

Collection of the fuel tax 
will be paused for:

•gasoline – $0.13 per litre
•diesel – $0.13 per litre
•marked gasoline and 

marked diesel – $0.04
Because the GST also ap-

plies to provincial fuel tax-
es, the 13-cent reduction 
will also reduce the GST by 
0.65 cents per litre, for to-
tal tax savings of about 13.6 
cents per litre of gasoline 
and diesel.

The government will re-

view the collection of the 
fuel tax on a quarterly ba-
sis and, if required, con-
sider reinstating collection 
in stages, based on the av-
erage price of West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) over a 
number of weeks. The gov-
ernment will not start to 
reinstate collection before 
July 1.

Alberta’s fuel tax is report-
ed and remitted by refiners 
and large wholesalers and 
included in the price Alber-
tans pay at the pump. The 
government will provide in-
formation for stakeholders, 
including fuel retailers, on 
the fuel tax pause.
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MP sorokA Asks wHen will All federAl 
MAndAtes Be reMoved

Submitted by Gerald Soroka 
MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
asked the following question 
in the House:

“Mr. Speaker, in my prov-
ince of Alberta, some provin-
cial restrictions have been 
lifted, other restrictions ac-

cording to our premier will 
be lifted very soon. With hos-
pitalization rates decreasing, 
many constituents in my rid-
ing are asking why the Liber-
al government has no plan to 
remove all federal mandates.

Mr. Speaker, Canadians 
want to get their lives back. 
When will this Liberal gov-
ernment listen to science and 

provinces to remove all fed-
eral mandates?”

Reply:
 Hon. Jean-Yves Duclos 

(Minister of Health, Lib.): 
“Mr. Speaker, I am very glad 

to hear my colleague speak 
about science. The science 
has been very clear over the 
last year and a half, that vac-
cination is not a punishment. 

Vaccination is protection. 
Almost 90% of adult Cana-
dians have been vaccinated 
twice. We are very grateful to 
the scientists of this country. 
They have provided us with 
vaccines that work and are 
effective.”

March 8, 2022

federAl Census dAtA detAils PoPulAtion 
growtH in stony PlAin

Submitted by Town of Stony 
Plain

Federal census numbers are 
in! The Town of Stony Plain is 
officially home to 17,993 peo-
ple, a 4.7 percent population 
increase since the 2016 census.

“We are excited to see Stony 
Plain’s population growth 
trend continue. Having reli-
able census data is critical for 

the Town and allows us to un-
derstand the rate at which our 
community is expanding so 
we can better prepare for an 
ever-growing resident popula-
tion. This data will assist with 
implementing and monitoring 
various initiatives, from eco-
nomic development to social 
programming,” says Town 
Manager Tom Goulden.

“Our community contin-

ues to experience population 
growth, and each year we look 
forward to welcoming new 
residents to Stony Plain. We 
are proud of our growing com-
munity!” says Mayor William 
Choy. “The updated census 
numbers are not only exciting 
as evidence of our growth but 
are further critical figures for 
developing our municipal pro-
file and attracting new oppor-

tunities.” 
Key figures from the census 

include:
    An enumerated population 

change of 4.7 percent from 
2016

    A 7.4 percent increase in oc-
cupied private dwellings from 
2016

    A population density of 
507.6 people per square kilo-
metre
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wHAt MAtters to you –deMoCrAtiC 
AtroPHy & energy dePendenCe

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

There is an old saying that 
many have heard over the 
years, “Use it or lose it”.  
Now, I have to admit, when 
I hear that saying what ini-
tially comes to my mind 
in the past was regarding 
physical activity, and men-
tal acuity.  If you don’t work 
the brain, pushing it, learn-
ing something new, then 
we start to lose the ability 
to rapidly absorb informa-
tion and develop new skills.  
Physical exercise is simi-
lar, weight training and my 
nemesis, cardio.  

I had never really con-
sidered the dangers that 
“Democratic Atrophy” 
could have on our province, 
or our country until the last 
several months, with Feb-

ruary 14 being the crescen-
do.  When the emergency 
act (war measures) was so 
easily invoked, and then 
later passed in the house 
of commons, it made me 
shudder.  How could such 
a heavy piece of legislation 
suspending rights and free-
doms so easily be used, for 
which it was so obviously 
never intended.  

I find it ironic that we fight 
for the rights and demo-
cratic freedoms of others 
abroad to have this happen 
at home because we really 
don’t use the system that 
we have in place.  We are 
suffering from Democratic 
Atrophy, caused by Demo-
cratic Complacency.  

I decided to jump in 4 
years ago now to find out 
how to be part of the solu-
tion, rather than being frus-

trated by the problems.  I 
found out how the system 
works and wanted to help 
by being a voice at the table, 
rather than shouting out-
side from across the street.  
I’ll share with you how you 
can feel less frustrated, have 
a more powerful voice, and 
to have a real impact on the 
direction that the decision 
makers are making.  If this 
sounds like a bit of a late 
night infomercial,  it’s for 
effect, but instead of hav-
ing the thigh master laying 
around, you just may have 
a membership card in your 
pocket at the end of this ar-
ticle.

Here are the steps, to get 
your democratic muscle 
back.

1. Buy a membership 
to a political party (one at a 
provincial and federal level 

to start)
2. Keep informed of 

what is going on not only 
in the media but the party. 
Constituency / Riding as-
sociations.  Honestly, they 
can be fun, and we need to 
make them that way again.  
It should be about engaging 
with the community and 
helping out where we can.

3. Help pick your 
candidates to run in the 
next election.  Typically, 
this is a nomination race.  
If you want your vote to 
really have an impact, this 
is the place.  Most races 
are low volumes of over-
all votes…2000 or less.  So, 
1/2000 is a big deal com-
pared to 1/50,000 for the 
provincial election.  When 
you do a good job of picking 
your candidate’s, ...

Continued on Page 16
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Make Your Vehicle less 
Vulnerable To ThefT 

AutoTUNE-UP

Vehicle theft is some-
thing few people imag-
ine happening to them. 
Until it does. While many 
motorists may think tech-
nology has done wonders 
to curb vehicle theft, the 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
notes that a motor vehicle 
is stolen every 46 seconds 
in the United States.

Auto theft is sometimes 
mistaken as a victimless 
crime. After all, insured 
motorists are typically 
reimbursed for stolen ve-
hicles, and drivers whose 
cars are returned after 
being stolen can simply 

submit a claim to have 
any damages paid for by 
their insurers. But this 
characterization of auto 
theft is untrue, as all mo-
torists, whether their car’s 
been stolen or not, pay for 
auto theft. The Insurance 
Bureau of Canada notes 
that each year auto theft 
costs Canadians roughly 
$1 billion. That figure in-
cludes the $542 million in-
surers pay to fix or replace 
stolen vehicles each year. 
Those costs are ultimate-
ly passed on to custom-
ers, who then indirectly 
pay for the actions of car 
thieves.

Curbing auto theft is not 
necessarily the job of driv-
ers, but there are things 
motorists can do to re-
duce the likelihood that 
their car will be stolen by 
opportunistic thieves.
•	 Avoid	 keyless	 ig-

nition systems. Drivers 
who live in areas that are 
vulnerable to auto theft 
may want the peace of 
mind that comes with 
traditional keyed igni-
tion systems instead of 
the more modern and 
flashy keyless ignition sys-
tems. While vehicles with 
keyed ignition systems 
are stolen every day, some 

thieves may find it easier 
and quicker to steal cars 
or trucks with keyless ig-
nition systems. Thieves 
can copy keys used in 
traditional ignition sys-
tems, but that process 
may require access to the 
original key and tends to 
take longer than it takes 
for thieves to reprogram 
keyless ignition systems 
once they’re inside a car. 
Reprogramming devices 
are not legal, but they are 
available and can be used 
to shut off automobile 
alarm systems in a matter 
of seconds.

Continued on Page 15
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Make Your Vehicle Less Vulnerable To Theft 

AutoTUNE-UP

Continued from Page 14

•Lock	 your	 vehicle	 at	 all	
times. One of the sim-
plest ways to protect a 
vehicle from prospective 
thieves is to always lock 
the windows and doors, 
even when you’re inside 
the vehicle. Auto thieves 
like things to go quickly 
and smoothly, and locked 
doors and rolled up win-
dows only complicate 
things for thieves. Get in 
the habit of locking the 
vehicle when you’re driv-
ing, as unlocked doors 
make it easier for carjack-
ers to surprise unsuspect-
ing motorists.

•	 Park	smart.	Some	
motorists like to park far 
away so their vehicles are 
not at risk of being dinged 
or scratched by inatten-
tive drivers and passen-
gers getting into and out 
of nearby vehicles. Others 
may simply not have the 
patience to find parking 
spots in well-lit areas close 
to home or storefronts. 
But thieves may target 
vehicles parked nowhere 
near foot or automobile 
traffic. Always park in 
parking garages or other 
well-lit areas, which de-
ter thieves from breaking 
in and driving away with 

your vehicle.
•	 Etch	the	VIN	onto	

your windows. Car thieves 
are not in the auto theft 
business so they can build 
a fleet of stolen cars. Upon 
stealing a car, many car 
thieves head right for a 
chop shop, which is a place 
where stolen cars are dis-
assembled and then sold 
for parts. By etching the 
VIN, or vehicle identifica-
tion number, of your car 
or truck on your vehicle’s 
windshield or windows, 
you may be making your 
car less attractive to pro-
spective thieves and the 
chop shops they do busi-

ness with. 
Vehicle theft remains 

a problem even as tech-
nology has done much to 
prevent it. But drivers can 
take steps to reduce their 
risk of being victimized by 
car thieves.
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What Matters to you –Democratic Atrophy & 
Energy Dependence
Continued from Page 13

... then you have a far bet-
ter chance for Democratic 
Representation.  

4. Take part in lead-
ership reviews, and lead-
ership races.  These are 
the folks in our Canadian 
system that end up in the 
top positions of power and 
are the ones who pick their 
cabinet ministers to form 

government.  When you re-
alize how few people vote 
in the leadership races, or 
leadership reviews, it’s as-
tounding.  Small groups of 
people are choosing who 
can make the decisions for 
the province or the country 
for the next 5 years.  Lead-
ership reviews are a big 
deal, and should be treated 
as such, but you must play 
to have a say.

5. Keep engaged, 
hold your representatives 
accountable, and offer good 
advice.  When the system 
is functioning properly, it 
is with real engagement.  It 
may make you feel better to 
just cast stones from behind 
the keyboard, but that only 
really goes so far.  As corny 
as it sounds, it’s a team ef-
fort.

When we flex our dem-

ocratic muscle everyone 
wins, when we don’t, we 
end up where we are at to-
day.  It’s awfully hard to 
make a change when some-
body else picked the person 
driving the bus.  There are 
mechanisms along the way 
however that do allow you 
to influence, or swap out the 
driver, but you must have 
your ticket, be sitting in the 
first few rows, to be able to 
give feedback.

Just imagine if we had 
picked a different PM as a 
country, do you really think 
Stephen Harper as an ex-
ample would have pulled 
out the emergency act, 
rather than talking with the 
organizers of the convoy, 
or even had taken us down 
this path in the first place?  
What would our energy pol-
icy look like, do you think 
Europe would have been so 
dependent on Russia right 
now, or would we as Cana-
da been meeting that need, 
and have in a peaceful way 
contributed to mitigating 
conflict by supplying ener-
gy demand.

Your voice and vote mat-
ter, you must flex your dem-
ocratic muscle, and you 
have to know where and 
when you can use it to have 
the most impact.  So please, 
get off the bench, and get 
into the game, we need each 
other to make our commu-
nities, and our province a 
better place.
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CLASSIFIED	 RATES	
INCLUDE	 GST.	 	 1st	 20	
Words:	 First	 Insertion	
= $6.00; Subsequent 
insertion = $3.00 each. 
(Eg:	 2	 insertions	 =	 $9.00;	
3 insertions = $12.00; 4 
insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each	 additional	 word	
is 20 cents per word, 
per	 insertion.	 	 	 BOLD/
CAPITAL	 text	 available	
for	 an	 additional	 $1/
line. Ads must be paid 
in advance. No Refunds 
Allowed on Classified 
Ads.	 DEADLINE:	 is	 Thurs.	
4:00 pm. Classified ads 
may be called in to the 
COMMUNITY	 VOICE	
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed to:  comvoice@
telusplanet.net Ads may 
also be placed on the web 
at	 www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
Susan 780-996-2960.

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-
8482

Anselmo Community 
Hall, Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-
968-6813

Cherhill	Legion,	Mary	780-
785-3578.

Cherhill Community 
Assoc. Hall, Kevin 780-
785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 
780-892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose	 Lake	 Hall,	 Contact	
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-
951-9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-
2946

Lake	Isle	Community	Hall,	
PH:	780-892-3121	or	Email:	
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 963-9165 

or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-
4659

Mayerthorpe	Legion,	786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 

Gym/Classrooms,	967-1015

Onoway	 Legion	 ,	 967-
4980

Park Court Community 
Hall, 727-4476

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155 @PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 

March 8, 2022

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
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Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community 
Hall, 963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 
967-2873

Sangudo Community 
Hall, 780-785-3221 or 780-
785-2259 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
surrounding Areas, 
thinking of a seasonal 
getaway? worried 
about leaving your dog 
in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave 
your pet with me! There is 
a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide 
tender loving care, with 
walks every day. Best of 
all, I’m cheaper than a 
kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. 

If interested call 780-920-
4166  (4) 03-08OG 

Services  

Computer	 Free	 Checkup	
or	 Repairs	 only	 $50.	 For	
sale like new, good clean 
refurbished laptop or 
desktop	 for	 ONLY	 $150.	
Wanted and old used 
broken computers, 
tablets, chargers for 
parts. Will clear or save 
your data to fix refurbish 
and	 give	 FREE	 to	 single	
parents.	Call/	LM	780-892-
2407780-892-2407 (6) 04-
12

For Sale

Beautiful landscaping, 
shelterbelt, trees for 
sale 8 - 12 ft , spruce, pine, 
some swedish aspen. 36 
“ cage root ball. $175.00 
picked up , $250.00 
planted 10 plus. Call 780-
904-8744. rcl1957@live .ca 
(8) 04-26

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full 
kitchen and furnished 
1 bedrooms with full 
kitchen available. Starting 
at $975 + tax. Please call 
for viewing, 780-967-4420 
or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com 
(4) 03-08OG

Available for Rent. Newly 
renovated 2 bdrm. home 
in	 Alberta	 Beach.	 Four	
appliances included. 
Utilities extra. No Pets. 
Non smokers; no smoking 
in	 building/on	 property.	
Rent and Deposit $1100 
PH: 780-924-3565 (8) 03-
29

New 2 bdrm apt on the 
water in Alberta Beach. 
New appliances, renter 
incentive. Available 

immediately! $1250. Text 
only 780-667-3304 (4)  03-
15

Wanted

Pasture for rent, Cow 
calves,	 Mares.	 Fence	 and	
water needed. 780-916-
2333 (3) 03-15

Pasture for rent, Cow 
calves.	 Fence	 and	 water	
needed. 780-916-2333 (3) 
03-22

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
March 8, 2022
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