
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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Parkland RCMP – “Stuff The 

Sleigh” Event A Success

Honouring The Award 
Platinum Jubilee Medal

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Dec. 10, 2022, the Stony 
Plain Kinsmen and the 
Spruce Grove Kinettes held 
their annual Stuff the Sleigh 
event in partnership with 
the Parkland RCMP, Stony 
Plain Fire, Stony Plain En-
forcement and Spruce 
Grove Enforcement. 

Santa, Mrs. Claus, a cou-

ple of elves, Elmo and even 
the Grinch were on hand to 
spread the Christmas cheer. 

The Kinsmen and Kinette 
Christmas Hamper pro-
gram helps local deserving 
families that need a help-
ing hand during the holiday 
season by providing them 
with food and gifts. In the 
past, the local residents 
have been very generous 
and this year, the communi-

ty did not disappoint. With-
out their support, this event 
would not be possible.

“Our communities 
demonstrate their kindness, 
compassion and generosity 
every year. We appreciate 
the Kinsmen, the Kinettes 
and all of the businesses 
that make it possible for 
families to have a Merry 
Christmas.”

Submitted by MLA Mark 
Smith

As the MLA for Drayton 
Valley - Devon, I had the 
distinct honour of award-
ing the Queen Elizabeth II’S 
Platinum Jubilee Medal to 
18 deserving recipients in 
our constituency.

I would like to pay tribute 
to those who have given 
of their time and talents in 
service to their communi-

ties, our province and our 
country. 

As you know, Alberta’s 
Platinum Jubilee Medal 
commemorates the 70th 
anniversary of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II’s acces-
sion to the Throne as Queen 
of Canada upon the death of 
her father, King George VI, 
on February 6, 1952. 

Her Majesty was crowned 
on June 2, 1953, during 
Her Coronation ceremony, 

which was held at West-
minster Abbey, as Coro-
nations have been for 900 
years. Steeped in this rich 
history, Her Majesty’s Coro-
nation made history as the 
first ever to be televised and 
was watched by 27 million 
people in the UK alone and 
millions more around the 
world. 

And so, with Her Majesty 
representing both the 

Continued on Page 2
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Honouring The Award 
Platinum Jubilee Medal

Continued form Page 1

storied past of Britain, as 
well as the modern-day 
world, she has dedicated 
more than 70 remarkable 
years of continuous ser-
vice to Canada, the United 
Kingdom and the Common-
wealth. This extraordinary 
achievement makes her 
Britain’s longest reigning 
and longest-lived monarch. 

Her Majesty has expressed 
her wish that Jubilee events 
be an occasion for enjoying 
a sense of togetherness and 
optimism about the future 
which makes this the per-
fect opportunity to cele-
brate the achievements of 
people who make our com-
munity better. 

Our medal recipients 
lead rather than wait to be 
led. They tackle challenges 
head-on. They see problems 

as opportunities instead of 
obstacles. I would like to 
congratulate the following 
outstanding individuals on 
receiving this special dis-
tinction in the Drayton Val-
ley – Devon constituency. 

Dale Babuik
Audrey Brosseau
Lorne Clemens (awarded 

posthumously)
Katie Conner
Ariel Delaney
Tanya Hines
Matt MacDonald
Sean MacIntyre
H. Jean McCulloch
Shawna Ofstie
Denis Preece (awarded 

posthumously)
Barry Rasch
Jewel Reierson
Richard Skermer
Jeannette Vatter
Don Yez
Grant Little

Congratulations to all re-
cipients,

January 3, 2023
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Parkland RCMP Help Launch 
Catalytic Convertor 

Marking Program
Submitted by Parkland 

RCMP

Engrave It to Save It
With the theft of catalytic 

converters and other vehicle 
parts a concern, the Stony 
Plain and District Crime Pre-
vention Association and Ru-
ral Crime Watch groups have 
partnered with the Parkland 
RCMP to launch a catalytic 
converter marking program.

Police face a number of 
challenges when investigat-
ing and proving a theft of 
catalytic converters, or other 
items that do not have a se-
rial number.  This new mark-
ing program called Engrave 
It to Save It will help police 
trace these stolen parts back 
to an owner.  By doing so, the 
police can lay appropriate 
charges for those in posses-
sion of stolen property, or 

trafficking in stolen goods.
Local participating auto-

motive service facilities can 
engrave the last eight digits 
of the VIN (Vehicle Identifi-
cation Number) onto your 
catalytic converter while 
your vehicle is in for service.  
In addition to the engraving 
process, the catalytic con-
verter will have a paint mark-
ing applied.  This will de-val-
ue the metal to a degree and 
become another indicator to 
metal recyclers and officers 
that the item is possibly sto-
len.  After the process is com-
plete, customers will be given 
a small window decal that 
indicates that the catalytic 
converter is police traceable.  

As an initial start up, four 
businesses have joined in the 
effort to spearhead this activ-
ity and to help protect their 
customers.  These business-

es are Stony Plain Auto in 
Stony Plain, Fountain Tire in 
Spruce Grove, Country Auto-
motive in Onoway and Jack’s 
Auto Mechanical in Alber-
ta Beach.  Other businesses 
have expressed interest and 
will be added to the list of 
repair shops willing to help 
their communities in reduc-
ing criminal activity.

The cost of these and other 
types of thefts impacts every-
one.  The costs covered by in-
surance companies reach in 
the multi-millions of dollars 
annually in claim payouts.  
Since insurance companies 
are business entities, their 
funds are limited.  At some 
point, the increased expendi-
tures made by the companies 
are passed on to everyone 
else.  Bottom line, everyone is 
paying for the cost of crime.

January 3, 2023
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Council Highlights

2023 Interim Budget Media Release

Submitted by Yellowhead 
County

2023 Interim Budget & Tax 
Rate – Council adopted the 
2023 Interim Budget that 
included a 2% increase in 
the municipal mill rate. The 
$173.5 million budget will 
be effective January 1, 2023 
and includes Yellowhead 
County’s operating and 
capital costs; the provincial 
seniors and school requisi-
tions; contributions to local 
governments; and contri-
butions to reserves.

YCE Multiplex Commit-
tee Appointment – Council 
appointed Mayor Williams 
to sit on the Yellowhead 
County and Edson Multi-
plex Steering Committee 
for the term ending October 
31, 2023.

Community Care Foun-
dation – Council for Yel-

lowhead County denied a 
financial support request 
from the Community Care 
Foundation of Edson & Dis-
trict for the Ophthalmology 
Program as it did not fall 
within policy parameters.

YCE Multiplex Design – 
Council approved plans to 
renovate the current rec-
reation facility, combined 
with new construction that 
would facilitate ice are-
nas, a curling rink, walking 
track, gym space, and a new 
aquatic facility. The County 
and Town will apply for fed-
eral and provincial grants to 
assist in financing the new 
multiplex.

Bylaw 20.22 – Bylaw 20.22 
received first reading and 
would allow for a proper-
ty in NW 32-53-17-W5M to 
be redistricted from Rural 
District (RD) to Country 
Residential District (CRD) 

and Protection District 
(PD). This would allow for a 
subdivision of the property 
to create two new country 
residential parcels. A Pub-
lic Hearing is scheduled for 
January 10, 2023.

Road Plan Closure – A 
resolution was passed by 
Council for a road closure 
on part of road plan 2748EU 
to address an alignment 
issue from when the road 
plan was registered in 1943. 
Referrals were sent to ex-
ternal agencies or adjacent 
landowners and no objec-
tions were received.

Bylaw 16.22 – Bylaw 16.22 
was passed by Council and 
allows a lot within SW 08-
54-16-W5M to be rezoned 
from Rural District (RD) to 
Country Residential District 
(CRD) allowing the prop-
erty to be subdivided to 
accommodate a single lot 

subdivision. A public hear-
ing was held on November 
22, 2022.

Utility Bylaw 22.22 – Coun-
cil passed Bylaw 22.22 to in-
crease utility rates for Yel-
lowhead County relating to 
water, wastewater, and solid 
waste services beginning in 
2023. The rates will increase 
by 3% for water and 5% for 
wastewater and solid waste 
services but will still be be-
low the 50% cost-recovery 
rate paid by the County.

Infrastructure Review 
– Council acknowledged 
Don O’Quinn on his nine-
teen years of service for 
his time as the Director of 
Infrastructure Services in 
Yellowhead County and his 
upcoming retirement.

Submitted by Yellowhead 
County

Yellowhead County Coun-
cil adopted the 2023 Inter-
im Budget on December 13, 
2022. The Interim Budget 
was developed with a con-
servative approach, hold-
ing costs as reasonable as 
possible with a 2% tax rate 
increase to the municipal 

portion of the property tax 
rate.

Following two days of 
budget deliberations, held 
on November 14 and 21, 
2022, Council finalized 
their budgetary planning 
for the upcoming year 
with an Interim Budget of 
$173,516,498. During these 
meetings, Council concen-
trated on developing a bud-

get that focuses on continu-
ing services for Yellowhead 
County residents and busi-
nesses while reducing the 
municipal operating costs 
for the upcoming year.

“The goal of council was 
to look at opportunities to 
reduce operational costs, 
while still meeting resi-
dents’ expectations, with no 
reduction in services. That 

has been achieved with this 
interim budget,” said May-
or Wade Williams. “Council 
has been very, very diligent 
over the years and kept the 
taxes as low as possible.”

There has not been a mu-
nicipal tax rate increase 
from Yellowhead Coun-
ty since 2018. Yellowhead 
County Council also 

Continued on Page 12
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.
com. C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-
967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 

Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Barry Osbourne (780) 621-
2541

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	

Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall 
keephillsrentals@gmail.com 
(780) 919-6590 keephillshall.
com Contact Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 

Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

2023 Interim Budget Media Release

Continued from Page 8

approved a 5% decrease 
in 2020. Mayor Williams 
points out that “While there 
hasn’t been an increase in 
the municipal mill rate in 
several years, the recent in-
creases in the cost of most 
items and services and in-
flation needed to be reflect-
ed in the 2023 budget, re-
sulting in the 2% increase.”

This budget reflects many 

of the goals from Council’s 
2022-2025 Strategic Plan 
and policies that tie into fu-
ture long-term planning for 
the County. These include 
Yellowhead County’s long-
term bridge and road plans 
as part of the connectivity 
road network system. There 
are over a dozen road and 
bridge projects and com-
munity building and infra-
structure projects in this 
budget.

2023 Interim Budget Sum-
mary

Total 2023 Interim Budget 
$173,516,498

Operations $43,850,480
Capital projects 

$63,629,346
Requisitions $30,961,220*
Contribution to reserves 

$7,524,485
Revenue Sharing agree-

ment $7,238,975
Contribution to local gov-

ernment $2,696,541

Amortization of capital 
assets $17,615,451

The budget will be final-
ized in the spring once the 
Seniors requisition and the 
province’s school tax requi-
sitions are

completed. This Interim 
Budget allows the County 
to proceed with operation-
al and capital projects until 
that time.

January 3, 2023
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Smithfield Community Hall, 
Wanita 780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-
339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-
727-3947.

Wildwood Community Hall, 
325-2180 or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-
3787

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
10-25OG

apartment 1bdrm, $690 
includes heat and water, 
washer/dryer, private 
entrance and deck. 5008 
49ave, Evansburg, AB 

Contact 780-963-1830  (4) 01-
26

Pasture Wanted 
2023, cow/calf pairs, fenced 
and water required 80 acres 
plus, 780-916-2333 (8) 01-03

For Sale
dichon/cocker puppies very 
friendly non sheding vet 
check first shots dewormed 
780-727-3775 (2) 01-10

Computers
Free Checkup. Repairs Only 
$50, Good Clean Computer 
Only $150. Donate For Parts 
Old, Used Or Broken Laps, 
Tabs, Cell Phones, Small 
Radios ETC. Call: 780-892-
2407 (9) 12-23 OG

Help Wanted
Looking for skilled worker: 
interested in working in the 
construction & renovation 
field. Willing to train. Vechile 
Preferred Position Available 
after the holidays Please 
Email @ joelawrence1968@
gmail.com (5) 01-31

January 3, 2023
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