
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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OPTPS Mid-SuMMer 

TrAcTOr Pull

OnOwAy legiOn newS

Submitted by MJ Suntjens

Ol’ Pembina Tractor Pull 
Society was honored to 
have Russ Langston’s 660 
IH tractor as our Mid-Sum-
mer Pull Feature Tractor.  
Russ loved to attend vari-
ous tractor pulls in Alberta.  
Russ was a dedicated mem-
ber of OPTPS. We miss him, 
remember him; 1st, 2nd & 
3rd place winners were giv-
en a cup in his memory.

Participants came from 
Holden, Viking, Vegreville, 

Innisfail, Calmar, Spruce 
Grove, Stony Plain, Sher-
wood Park, Neelandia, Bar-
rhead, Whitecourt, Roch-
fort Bridge and Sangudo.  
Fifty-three tractors entered 
into the 7 Tractor classes, 
and five trucks in Demo 
class.

Bantam:1st – Chris Whit-
ford MMZ; 2nd Ken Con-
nelly Ford 800, 3rd- Tie: Art 
Domke Cockshutt 30 and 
Terry Hanlon Fordson

Class 1: 1st Terry Hanlon 
Fordson, 2nd Jim Carter 

JD50, 3rd Lyle Kause JD B
Class 2: 1st Scott Olsen 

Minnie U, 2nd Terry Hanlon 
Fordson, 3rd Darren Buryn 
Alllis

Class 3: 1st Chris Whitford 
MMU, 2nd Scott Olsen Min-
nie G, 3rd Shari Harapchuk 
W6

Class 4: 1st Bob McK-
ell MM5 Star, 2nd Jared 
Nafziger McCormick, 3rd 
Earl Mills W9

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Onoway Le-
gion

Enjoy your Long Week-
end!

As usual on long week-
ends, there will be no sup-
per on Friday, September 
1. Our volunteers will also 
enjoy some time for other 
activities.

President’s Message
Last week there was a 

brief mention of the award 
to Scott Sadler of the Sov-
ereign’s Medal for Volun-

teers. I wanted to take the 
time this week to tell you 
more about this award, and 
about Scott. The Sovereign’s 
Medal for Volunteers is a 
national award, awarded 
by the Governor-General to 
Canadian citizens who have 
made “significant, sustained 
and unpaid” contributions 
to their community in Can-
ada or abroad. It is the high-
est honour for volunteer 
service that an individual 
can receive within the Ca-
nadian Honours System.

Scott Sadler has volun-
teered with many organi-
zations, including the Royal 

Canadian Legion, through-
out his life. He was first 
known to many of us during 
his tenure as President of 
the Onoway Branch of the 
Legion for many years. In 
more recent 

Continued on Page 3
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OPTPS Mid-Summer Tractor Pull
Continued from Page 1

Class 5: 1st Joann Komar-
nisky JD 720, 2nd Jared 
Nafziger McCormick, 3rd 
Keifer Harapchuk IH 660

Class 6: 1st Anna Harap-
chuk IH660, 2nd Joe Kow-
alczyk JD 830, 3rd Ken El-
brey IH 660

Demo: 1st George Suntjens 
Dodge, 2nd Abe Klassen 
Ford, 3rd George Suntjens 

Fargo
Other draw winners 

were: Ste Anne West Rural 
Crime Watch 50/50 draw: 
Joe Kowalczyk $165.  Ona 
Klassen’s woodburning art: 
Mitch Shuck and Pat Lam-
oureux.  Janice Grabler’s 
frozen Cabbage Rolls: Glo-
ria Johnson, Joy Elbrey, 
Deanne Harapchuk, Scott 
Olsen and Shari Harapchuk.

Conrad Caves family food 
concession served up great 
food.  West End Meals on 
Wheels served a Saturday 
night meal for members, 
participants, sponsors and 
volunteers.

Our Mid-Summer Pull 
wrapped up our 3rd event 
of OPTPS fiscal year.  Our 
next tractor pull is set for 
June 8 & 9, 2024 – Farmer’s 
Day weekend with Dylan 
Kowalczyk’s IH 660 Feature 
Tractor.

August 22, 2023
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Continued from Page 1

years he has also served 
at Provincial Command 
level as Chairman and cur-
rently as a Vice-President. 
Scott, on behalf of the entire 
membership of the Onoway 
Legion, I offer you my con-
gratulations on a job well 
done! It’s nice to see your 
level of commitment rec-
ognized with such a presti-
gious award. 

I also want to take the time 
to thank all those who vol-
unteered at our most recent 

Friday night supper on 
August 11, 2023. I was away 
for this event, but all re-
ports are that the food was 
wonderful as always. We 
even had the President of 
the Sooke Branch No. 54 
attending the dinner. Our 
Past-President (and cur-
rent Deputy District Com-

mander) Neil Gorman had 
the opportunity to welcome 
him to our Legion – a home 
away from home.

Remember, if you have 
any questions or concerns 
about our programs at the 
Onoway Legion, you can 
contact me, Ed Gallagher, 
your Legion Branch Pres-
ident, directly at 780-297-
2203. 

Chicken Breast on the 
Menu

On Friday, September 
8, Carol and crew will be 
cooking lemon olive chick-
en breast. It’ll be served 
with rice, carrots, and broc-
coli salad. Dessert is apple 
pudding with orange sauce. 
Cost for the meal is $25.
The Veterans’ Table is back, 
sponsored by The Diesel 
Den (Wayne Radbourne). 

Wednesday at the Legion

Enjoy a night out at the 
legion on Wednesday. Start-
ing at 7 pm, there’s a musi-
cal jam where anyone can 
join in. Bring an instrument 
to play, sing along or as a 
soloist, dance, tap your feet, 
or even just sit and listen. 

If you’d prefer, play darts, 
pool or cards while you lis-
ten to the music. Everyone, 
member or not, is welcome.

The bar is open for Wings 
Night. Munch on hot, salt & 
pepper (lemon & vinegar), 
dry rub, honey garlic, or 
BBQ wings for $12/pound. 
Order at the bar and wings 
will be brought to your ta-
ble.

August 22, 2023
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cuTTing red TAPe fOr eMPlOyerS 
PrOTecTing TeMPOrAry fOreign 

wOrkerS
Submitted by MP Gerald 

Soroka

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead 
wishes to advise the launch 
of the Recognized Employ-
er Pilot (REP) under the 
Temporary Foreign Work-
er (TFW) Program. REP is 
a three-year initiative that 
will help to address labour 
shortages and reduce the 
administrative burden for 
repeat employers partici-
pating in the program who 
demonstrate a history of 
complying with program 
requirements.

Under REP, eligible em-
ployers will gain access to 
Labour Market Impact As-
sessments (LMIAs) that are 
valid for up to 36 months, 
while also benefitting from 

a simplified LMIA appli-
cation, should they need 
to hire additional workers 
from the same occupation 
during the Pilot.

This will help employers 
better plan for their staffing 
needs and reduce the num-
ber of different LMIAs they 
need to submit over three 
years. Recognized employ-
ers will also benefit from a 
Job Bank designation that 
shows their recognized sta-
tus to prospective workers.

To participate in REP, 
employers must have a 
minimum of three positive 
LMIAs for the same occu-
pation over the past five 
years from a list of occupa-
tions that have been desig-
nated as in-shortage based 
on Canadian Occupation-
al Projection System data. 

These employers will be 
subject to a more rigorous 
upfront assessment pro-
cess based on their history 
and track record with the 
program, ensuring that REP 
targets employers with the 
best recruitment practices.

REP will be rolled out in 
two phases: first, primary 
agriculture employers will 
be able to apply starting in 
September 2023, while all 
other employers will be el-
igible to apply in January 
2024. Employer applica-
tions for REP will close in 
September 2024.

REP is one measure being 
launched alongside a series 
of other initiatives aimed 
at improving the TFW Pro-
gram.

https://www.canada.ca/
en/employment-social de-

velopment/news/2023/08/
b a c k g r o u n d e r- t e m p o -
rary-foreign-worker-pro-
gram-recognized-employ-
er-pilot.html
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whiTecOurT 
AccePTing 

evAcueeS frOM 
nOrThweST 
TerriTOrieS

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

In cooperation with the 
Alberta Emergency Man-
agement Agency (AEMA) 
Whitecourt will be open-
ing the Allan & Jean Millar 
Centre as a reception cen-
tre for evacuees from the 
Northwest Territories due 
to wildfires. Residents and 
businesses may notice an 
influx of people into town. 
All evacuees must register 
with the Town of White-
court, either by attending 

in person at the Allan & 
Jean Millar Centre at 58 
Sunset Boulevard, or by 
calling 780.778.3637, ex-
tension 0.

Although these are dif-
ficult circumstances, we 
know from past experi-
ence that our communi-
ty will come together to 
welcome our neighbours 
from the north.
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whiTecOurT 
SendS 

firefighTerS 
TO 

yellOwknife

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

The Whitecourt Fire De-
partment has deployed four 
members and one appara-
tus to assist with fighting 
wildfires in the Northwest 
Territories.

“Our conditions and re-
sources allow for us to be 
able to answer the call to 
help those in the Northwest 
Territories,” stated White-
court Mayor Tom Pickard. 
“Just as we have with other 
communities, Whitecourt 
has not only extended a 
hand in firefighting efforts, 
but we have also assisted 
by providing a temporary 
home for those who have 
been evacuated.”

The Allan & Jean Millar 
Centre opened as an evacu-
ation centre for Yellowknife 
residents on August 17, and 
has assisted over 300 peo-
ple displaced by the Yellow-
knife wildfire emergency.

August 22, 2023

SePTeMber newS
Submitted by Rich Valley 

Public Library

This month’s programs:
Storytime is every Wednes-

day from 11:00-11:45 am. Come 
in and join us for stories, 
crafts and fun at Storytime 
every Wednesday in the Yel-
low Room.  All children ages 
0-5 are welcome to join us at 
this free program. Every third 
Wednesday of the month we 
will alternate between Tents 

and Tunnels, Play Doh Fun, 
Literacy Activities and Lego 
Building.  This program is 
funded by Lac Ste Anne County 
FCSS. 

Akhanda Yoga on Tuesday 
from 11:00 am-12:15 pm. These 
classes will be August 22, Au-
gust 29, September 05, Sep-
tember 12, September 19, and 
September 26, 2023. The fee is 
a $15.00 drop-in fee per class 
or $72.00 for 6. All levels of 
yoga experience are welcome. 

The Rich Valley Library is 
hiring for the position of Pro-
grammer- 1 day per week – 5 
hours (with a switch out day 
to run a monthly program). 
Applicants shall have good 
people skills and a love of all 
things library related. Train-
ing will be provided. For de-
tailed job descriptions and any 
job-related questions please 
email rvpublib@yrl.ab.ca.

The Rich Valley Public Li-
brary is open on Wednesday 

from 9:00 am-4:30 pm and 
Thursday from 11:30 am -7:00 
pm. We look forward to seeing 
you! 

We are in the basement of the 
Rich Valley Community Hall. 

Please check out our website 
at www.richvalleylibrary.ab.ca, 
Facebook and Instagram for all 
our programs and news. 
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Earth-FriEndly tips For autumn 

Autumn is upon us, 
and with the change of 
seasons comes the fall 
to-do list that must be 

completed before the 
arrival of winter weath-
er. Many outdoor jobs 
are best completed be-

fore temperatures drop, 
while others can be 
tackled indoors to help 
save energy and prepare 
for increased time spent 
inside the home.

Outdoor cleanup
Autumn means leaves 

are falling from trees 
and littering landscapes. 
Cleaning up leaves can 
be a time-consuming 
task, but it’s necessary 
to promote the health of 
lawns and other plants. 
Grass that is completely 
matted down with leaves 
can become starved 
for light and moisture, 

and lawns may even rot 
when forced to spend 
winter beneath fallen 
leaves.

One eco-friendly time-
saver is to shred leaves 
with a mower (a manu-
al mower is preferable) 
and leave them as top-
dressing for the lawn. As 
long as the grass blades 
can be seen within the 
leaves, the lawn should 
be fine. Shredded leaves 
will decompose and add 
necessary nutrients and 
organic matter to the 
soil naturally.

Continued on Page 15
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Earth-Friendly Tips For Autumn 

Continued from Page 14

Leaves also can be used 
in annual flower and 
vegetable gardens to 
improve the soil. Mulch 
made from shredded 
leaves can be placed on 
the soil around trees and 
shrubs. This helps to re-
duce weed problems 
and protects root sys-
tems from harsh tem-
perature fluctuations.

Clothing donations
It’s time to pack away 

summer clothing and 
once again fill closets 
and drawers with sweat-
ers and jeans. Before 

packing away your sum-
mer wardrobe, conduct 
an inventory to deter-
mine if there are any 

items you no longer use. 
Donate these items or 
use them as rags 

Continued on Page 16
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Earth-Friendly Tips For Autumn 

Continued from Page 15

when cleaning.
Keep some short-

sleeved shirts accessible 
so you can layer them 
under sweatshirts and 

sweaters. The heat from 
layering will be trapped 
against your body and 
keep you cozier, reduc-
ing your reliance on 
HVAC systems to stay 

warm.
Home repairs
Check the roof for any 

missing shingles. In ad-
dition, look for spots 
where animals or insects 

may be able to gain en-
try into your home. Seal 
these areas and repair 
any leaks. This will make 
your home more effi-
cient later on when win-
ter hits its stride.

Remove window air 
conditioners for the win-
ter. If they can’t be re-
moved, seal them with 
caulking or tape and 
cover them with an air-
tight, insulated jacket. 
If you have forced-air 
systems, move furniture 
away from the vents so 
that air can flow better 
around the home and 
keep it comfortable.

Check weatherstrip-
ping around windows 
and doors and make the 
necessary adjustments. 
Installing additional in-
sulation also can help re-
duce energy consump-
tion.

A few tips can help 
homeowners prepare for 
autumn in eco-friendly 
ways.
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
Obituaries

The family of Donald George 
Amirault sadly announce his 
passing on August 3, 2023 in 
Barrhead Hospital.  Don was 
born  on March 14th, 1937 in 
Fort Pitt, SK. He is survived 
by daughter, Tracy Amirault, 
his sister Lorraine Harper, 
and four stepchildren, Bev, 
Gerri, Cathy and Lisa.  He 
leaves behind many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, friends 
and relatives. Don was 
predeceased by his daughter 
Donie-Jo in 1986, his wives 
Helen, Carol and Elva, and his 
parents Tom and Thelma. A 
memorial service will be held 
on September 13th, 2023 in 
the Onoway Community Hall, 
4920 49th Ave., Onoway, AB.

Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
Susan 780924-3545

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 
or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-
785-3578.

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact 
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 587-785-
3080

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-2259 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Dog Caretaker
Alberta beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal getaway? 
worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

House for rent in Sangudo, 
2 bedroom + Bonus room. 
Renovated kitchen and 
bathroom. 5 appliances. 

August 22, 2023
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
View of Pembina river 
valley. Covered south deck 
. Main floor laundry. Pets 
negotiable. Personal/credit 
references may be required. 
RENT $1300.00 per month 
(may include water and 
electric utilities for the right 
tenant) Inquire for July 2023 
availability. REPLY: call 780-
957-2113 or text/call 780-512-
5120.

For Sale

firewood for sale,  spruce, 
poplar, birch we deliver half 
and full cords 780-297-
9172 

Services  

Stump Grinding For Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
areas. Call 780- 779-3589 (27) 
10-17

Cleaning
ceiling & walling cleaning 
yes we can clean stipple 
and california knockdown, 
cigarette smoke, ceiling tiles/
office/restaurants “don’t 
paint” seniors discount 
residental & commercial.   
Call Nano Cleaning Service @ 
780-914-0323

 

Computers
Free Computer Checkup, 
Computer Repairs not over 
$25. 780-916-5613

Help Wanted
Con-Tec Tire & Auto, operating 
as Grande Tire, is looking for 
an experienced tire technician 
to join our team. Must have 
valid drivers license as we offer 
mobile tire service. Wage will 
be based on level of experience 
and we offer a benefit program. 
Please e-mail resumes to 

contectire@xplornet.com or drop 
off at 5115 Lac Ste Anne Trail in 

Onoway (4) 09-05

Employment
Opportunities

lOcAl driverS needed!! 
Community Voice is looking 
for local newspaper delivery 
drivers. Every Tuesday. Must 
have own vehicle. Must be 
LOCAL! Call 780-962-9228 for 
more information.

August 22, 2023
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