
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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PARKLAND RCMP AND RCMP 
HISTORICAL CRIME UNIT LAY 
CHARGES IN 2016 MURDER

RCMP MAJOR CRIMES UNIT 
INVESTIGATE A HOMICIDE 

ON ERMINESKIN FIRST 
NATION

2023 TERRY FOX RUN

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Dec. 26, 2016, the hu-
man remains of Christian 

Grayhorseman were locat-
ed on the Paul First Nation. 
Mr. Grayhorseman’s identi-
ty was learned at the time of 
his autopsy, and his death 

had since been investigated 
as a homicide.

On Oct. 4, 2023, members 
from the 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by RCMP Major 
Crimes Unit

On Sept. 29, 2023, Mask-
wacis RCMP responded to 
an aggravated assault on 

Ermineskin First Nations. 
The victim, a 52-year-old 
male resident of Mask-
wacis, was transported to 
the hospital where he later 
succumbed to his injuries. 

Major Crimes Unit took car-
riage of the investigation, in 
partnership with Maskwa-
cis RCMP General Investi-
gation Section, 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by GYPSD

In September, students 
and staff across the Division 
honoured the legacy of Ca-
nadian Terry Fox. Students 

learned about the teenager 
who challenged himself to 
run across Canada to raise 
awareness and funds for 
cancer research. The Terry 
Fox Run is an annual non-

competitive charity event 
held around the world to 
raise money for cancer re-
search in commemoration 
of Terry, and his 

Continued on Page 3
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RCMP Major Crimes Unit Investigate A 
Homicide On Ermineskin First Nation

Continued from Page 1

Maskwacis RCMP, Red 
Deer Forensic Identifica-
tion Unit and the Edmonton 
Medical Examiners office.

As a result of the investi-
gation, Matyrus Minde (25), 
a resident of Wetaskiwin, 
was charged with second 
degree murder.

Minde was brought before 

a Justice of the Peace where 
he was remanded into cus-
tody. His next court appear-
ance is on Oct. 10, 2023, at 
the Alberta Court of Justice 
in Wetaskiwin.

Parkland RCMP And RCMP Historical 
Crime Unit Lay Charges In 2016 
Murder

Continued from Page 1

Alberta RCMP Histori-
cal Homicide Unit (HHU) 
arrested and charged a 
34-year-old resident of Ed-
monton, Alta., for the 2016 
murder of Christian Gray-

horseman. 
Oskie Pehaeso Dion has 

been charged with:
•	 Manslaughter
•	 Indignity to a body 
Dion has been remanded 

into custody and is set to 
appear on Oct. 18, 2023, at 

the Alberta Court of Justice 
in Edmonton.  

HHU is a unit of special-
ized investigators within 
the RCMP which investi-
gates historical homicides.

October 18, 2023
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2023 Terry Fox Run
Continued from Page 1

Marathon of Hope that 
started 43 years ago.

In Grande Cache, Sum-
mitview students and 
staff raised $625 and were 
cheered on by a special 
guest - the Summitview Ea-
gle!

Students at Evansview El-
ementary School in Evans-
burg were challenged to 

raise $1,500 
or more with 
the chance to 
throw a pie at 
their princi-
pal! Look out 
Mr. Randall; 
your students 
raised over 
$1,800!

October 18, 2023

     communications@gypsd.ca

GNS: Good News Story

 Students Give Their All: 
Terry Fox's Legacy Continues

gypsd.ca

October 
12, 2023

 

Priority 1: 
Student 
Learning

 

In September, students and staff across the Division honoured the 
legacy of Canadian Terry Fox. Students learned about the teenager 

who challenged himself to run across Canada to raise awareness and 
funds for cancer research.  The Terry Fox Run is an annual non-

competitive charity event held around the world to raise money for 
cancer research in commemoration of Terry, and his Marathon of 

Hope that started 43 years ago.
 

In Grande Cache, Summitview students and staff raised $625 and 
were cheered on by a special guest - the Summitview Eagle!

 
Students at Evansview Elementary School in Evansburg were 

challenged to raise $1,500 or more with the chance to throw a pie at 
their principal! Look out Mr. Randall; your students raised over 

$1,800!
 
 
 
 

One Vision One Team One Goal

Priority 3: 
Community 
Engagement

 

Priority 4: 
System Health 

& Wellness
 

COUNCIL 
HIGHLIGHTS

Submitted by Yellowhead 
County

Cadomin Community So-
ciety – Council received an 
invitation from Curtis Wey 
on behalf of the Cadomin 
Community Society inviting 
Council to attend the rib-
bon cutting for the Cadomin 
Community Hall on June 29, 
2024. Council accepted the 
invitation as information.

Wildland Urban Interface 
Wildfire Response – The 
County is requesting a meet-
ing with the province’s Minis-
ter of Public Safety and Emer-
gency Services to discuss 
concerns with the province’s 
Wildland Urban Interface 
program and representatives 
of the program. During the 
spring wildfires, there were 
several incidents of unprofes-
sional conduct by members 
of this program, including 
stepping outside their agency 
duties, as well as actions that 
disrupted structural protec-
tion systems.

Ag Services Bursary – The 
Agricultural Services Bur-
sary was awarded to Emery 
Unger in the amount of $500 
as recommended by the Yel-
lowhead County Agricultural 
Services Board. The bursa-
ry is for students pursuing 
post-secondary education in 
an Agricultural or 

Continued on Page 4
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Council Highlights
Continued from Page 3

Environmental related field.
Bylaw 6.23 First Reading – 

Council gave First Reading to 
Bylaw 6.23 to dispose of the 
Municipal Reserve on a por-
tion of Plan 8122322 Block 5 
Lot 7MR. The changes will re-
quire a survey of the proper-
ty and will be paid for by the 
adjacent property owner. The 
Public Hearing for Bylaw 6.23 
is scheduled for November 14, 
2023.

Hinton West Urban Fringe 
ASP – Council gave second 
and third reading to Bylaw 
5.23 to repeal Bylaw no. 24.02 
(Hinton West Urban Fringe 
Area Plan) as it doesn’t align 
with the Intermunicipal De-
velopment Plan. A Public 
Hearing was held on Septem-
ber 26, 2023.

Flood Damaged Culverts 
Tender – Council awarded 
the culvert rehabilitation 
contract for eight culvert 

sites that were damaged by 
the spring flooding to Martu-
shev Logging Limited in the 
amount of $1,236,048.67 ex-
cluding GST. These sites were 
deemed the top priority for 
culvert rehabilitation in addi-
tion to the other culvert sites 
also damaged this spring.

Letter to Minister on Wild-
fire Preparedness – A letter 
will be sent to the province’s 
Minister of Forestry and 
Parks requesting a meeting 
to discuss issues encountered 
in the 2023 Wildland season, 
and the province’s plans for 
the 2024 Wildland season. 
The letter highlights concerns 
including the lack of aircraft 
to fight fires, availability and 
firefighting readiness regard-
ing training and resources, 
and several other key items.
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UPGRADES ENSURE QUICKER ACCESS 
TO SAFE, SECURE HEALTHCARE

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

More than $650,000 in 
redevelopment work at the 
Drayton Valley Hospital and 
Care Centre will improve 
patient flow and speed up 
the triage process for pa-
tients presenting to the 
emergency department.

Renovations to the hos-
pital’s triage space and ad-
mitting desk are now com-
plete, providing staff with 
better sight lines to moni-
tor patients in the waiting 
room. Patient privacy and 
security have also been en-
hanced with the installation 
of additional cameras and 
secure doors. Removal of 
the previous admitting desk 
and the laying of new floor 
throughout the space is ex-
pected to be complete by 

early next month.
Funding for the project 

comes from the Alberta 
government’s Rural Health 
Facilities Revitalization 
Program. 

“These improvements to 
the emergency department 
will improve the quality 
of care for people in and 
around Drayton Valley,” 
says Andrew Boitchen-
ko, MLA for Drayton Val-
ley-Devon. “The Alberta 
government’s commitment 
to this important project 
will ensure those who need 
emergency services receive 
the best care possible in a 
modern space that keeps 
them healthy and safe.”

A further $2.2 million of 
government funding is cur-
rently supporting active 
facility upgrade projects 
at the Drayton Valley Hos-

pital and Care Centre, in-
cluding reconfiguration of 
the emergency department 
and elevator moderniza-
tion. A government-funded 
roof upgrade project has 
been recently completed at 
$875,000.

“It is critical that patients 
and staff feel welcome and 
safe when they come to an 
emergency department, 
so I’m pleased these reno-
vations will help create an 
environment where people 
can be comfortable while 
being seen as quickly as 
possible,” says Janice Stew-
art, Chief Zone Officer in 
the Central Zone of Alberta 
Health Services (AHS). 

AHS, in partnership with 
Alberta Infrastructure and 
Alberta Health, is build-
ing and renewing facilities 
across the province to pro-

vide accessible, sustain-
able, quality healthcare to 
all Albertans. AHS current-
ly has about 540 mainte-
nance projects underway 
throughout the province. 

Alberta Health Services 
is the provincial health au-
thority responsible for plan-
ning and delivering health 
supports and services for 
more than four million 
adults and children living 
in Alberta. Our mission is to 
provide a patient-focused, 
quality health system that 
is accessible and sustain-
able for all Albertans. Our 
current focus is on reduc-
ing emergency department 
wait-times, improving EMS 
response times, increasing 
access to surgeries, and im-
proving patient flow.
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The Businesses in 
the following Guide

 can be your One Stop 
Solution to all your 
Automotive Needs!
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3 WAYS TO CONSERVE FUEL DURING YOUR 
DAILY COMMUTE 

Commuting is a part 
of daily life for many 
working professionals. 
According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s 2011 
American Communi-
ty Survey, the average 
American spends 25 
minutes commuting to 
work each day. However, 
Citi’s 2015 Thank You Pre-
mier Commuter Index 
says the average com-
mute time in the United 
States is 45 minutes. The 
reasons for that dispari-
ty are unknown, though 
if one accepts the latter 
statistic as more accu-

rate than the years-old 
Census Bureau data, it’s 
fair to say Americans 
spend far more time 
getting to work than 
their neighbors to the 
north. But commutes 
in Canada also can be 
lengthy, as Canada’s Na-
tional Household Survey 
found that, in 2011, com-
muters in Canada spent 
an average of roughly 
25 minutes traveling to 
work each day.

While many people 
enjoy their daily com-
mutes, feeling it’s a time 
to prepare for the day 

ahead and, if using pub-
lic transportation, to re-
lax and let someone else 
do the work, it’s fair to 
say the majority of com-
muters would like to 
spend less time getting 
to and from work. Many 
would also like to spend 
less money getting to 
and from their offices, 
and finding ways to con-
serve fuel is an effective 
way to do just that.

1. Maintain your vehicle.
Poorly maintained ve-

hicles endure undue 
stress that can be pre-
vented by adhering to 

routine maintenance 
schedules. Peruse your 
vehicle’s owner’s man-
uals to determine the 
recommended intervals 
to change the oil and 
replace the air filter and 
spark plugs. These sim-
ple maintenance tasks 
are easy and inexpen-
sive, but they make it 
easier for engines to run 
smoothly and make effi-
cient use of fuel.

2. Keep tires properly 
inflated.

Properly inflated tires 
reduce drag on 

Continued on Page 8

AutoTUNE-UP



Page 8     CommunityVOICE October 18, 2023

3 Ways To Conserve Fuel During Your Daily Commute 

Continued from Page 7

the engine. Engine 
drag makes the vehicle 
work hard to move, and 
that wastes fuel. But 
the type of tires a vehi-
cle has also can affect 
how efficiently it uses 
fuel.  According to the 
Transportation Research 
Board, tires that reduce 
rolling resistance by 10 
percent can improve 
gas mileage by as much 
as 2 percent. While that 
figure might seem insig-
nificant, that 2 percent 
savings can add up to a 
substantial amount of 

money for commuters 
who spend 50 minutes 
every day getting to and 
from work.

3. Drive a vehicle with 
stop/start technology.

Stop/start systems, 
in which engines shut 
off automatically when 
drivers brake and restart 
automatically when the 
driver lifts his or her foot 
off the brake pedal, can 
make more efficient 
use of fuel. Once exclu-
sive to hybrid cars, stop/
start technology is now 
more widely available 
and can cut back on fuel 

consumption and ve-
hicle emissions. That’s 
especially attractive to 
eco-conscious com-
muters who live in big 
cities where stop-and-
start traffic is unavoid-
able. What’s more, many 
modern air conditioning 
compressors operate off 
electricity and not via a 
car’s engine, meaning 
vehicles with stop/start 
technology will stay cool 
in the summer even 
when the engine shuts 
off.

Commuting to and 
from work may not seem 

like the most eco-friend-
ly daily ritual. But there 
are ways to commute 
and conserve fuel at the 
same time.

AutoTUNE-UP
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WET WEATHER DRIVING TIPS 

Driving in the rain 
can be more hazard-
ous than driving in the 
snow, particularly be-
cause drivers fail to re-
alize the dangers wet 
roads can impose. After 
averaging 10 years of 
statistics, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration found 
that 46 percent of 
weather-related crash-
es happened during 
rainfall, but just 17 per-
cent occurred while it 
was snowing or sleet-
ing. 

Drivers often think 
rain is no big deal, but 
while it’s not necessary 
to avoid driving when 
the raindrops begin to 
fall, exercising caution 
when the roads are wet 
can decrease the risk of 
being in an auto acci-
dent.

•	 Slow down. Wet 
roadways cause tires to 
lose traction, as friction 
is reduced between the 
rubber and the asphalt. 
ItÕs possible to lose up 
to one-third of traction 
in the rain. To compen-

sate, slow down to re-
duce sliding and stop-
ping distances.

•	 Improve visibil-
ity. Turn on windshield 
wipers and lights when 
it is raining. This makes 
it easier to see the road 
and makes your vehicle 
more visible to other 
motorists.

•	 Leave more dis-
tance between cars. In 
addition to improving 
your reaction time, giv-
ing others more space 
can improve visibility by 
reducing the amount 

of mist or splashing 
caused by other vehi-
cles.

•	 Stick to day-
time driving. If possible, 
when it is raining, drive 
only during the day. 
Glare from wet road-
ways and headlights at 
night can further com-
promise poor visibility.

•	 Watch for wind 
gusts. Anticipate gusts 
when traveling through 
windy road corridors or 
over bridges.

AutoTUNE-UP
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 Words: 
First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = 
$3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word is 20 
cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/line. Ads 
must be paid in advance. 
No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: 
is Thurs. 4:00 pm. Classified 
ads may be called in to the 
COMMUNITY VOICE office at 
(780) 962-9228, emailed to:  
comvoice@telusplanet.net 
Ads may also be placed on 
the web at www.com-voice.
com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.
com. C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-
967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Barry Osbourne (780) 621-
2541

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall 
keephillsrentals@gmail.com 
(780) 919-6590 keephillshall.
com Contact Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, 
Darlene 780-795-2350

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-
797-3863

Smithfield Community Hall, 
780-717-3714

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-
339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-
727-3947.

Wildwood Community Hall, 
325-2180 or 780-325-2270

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-
3787

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2 bdr, available in Entwistle 
apartment biulding Rent 
$875 DD $300 Includes heat, 
water, parking. NS bldg.text 
Ivka at 780 807-1300 or call 
Elma at,780 234-4504

Cleaning
Ceiling & Walling Cleaning 
yes we can clean stipple 
and california knockdown, 

October 18, 2023
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
cigarette smoke, ceiling tiles/
office/restaurants “don’t 
paint” seniors discount 
residental & commercial.  	
Call Nano Cleaning Service @ 
780-914-0323

Services  

Stump Grinding For Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
areas. Call 780- 779-3589 (27) 
10-17

Computers
Free Computer Check Ups, 
Repairs from $25. 780-916-
5613 (10)

Wanted
Wildwood Legion is looking 
for a bar Steward to work 
in the Tavern.Please drop 
a resume off at the legion 
Thursday - Saturday from 
1:30pm - 5:00pmor email to 
rclbr149@gmail.com

To Give Away
looking for a good home for a 
male bichon/cocker 6months 
old, non shedding, UTD shots, 
780-727-3775 (2)



CommunityVOICE     Page 13October 18, 2023

ENERGY TRANSITION: ONE SIZE DOES 
NOT FIT ALL.

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

I am writing this week’s 
column as I sit at a desk 
in my hotel room at 12:33 
AM in the city of Essen, 
Germany.  I was brought 
here three days ago as 
a guest of the German 
Government, through the 
Trans-Atlantic Climate 
Bridge, a member of the 
Energy Sub Committee for 
the Confederation of State 
Governments. Two fellow 
MLAs are also in atten-
dance: one from my own 
caucus, and one from On-
tario. A few Senators and 
representatives from the 
USA are also a part of the 
Legislative Study Tour, and 
it has been a very enlight-
ening excursion thus far.

Germany is going 
through a transformative 
change in their use of en-
ergy, what is acceptable 
to them, and what will be 
used by other European 
Union Members. Germa-
ny, which is half the size 
of Alberta, has 85 mil-
lion people, and they are 
not energy independent. 
Through their political 
process, they have made 
the commitment to no 
longer use nuclear energy 
that they produce them-
selves, and they no longer 
will be using their “brown 
coal” (Lignite) thermal 
power plants past 2030. 
They want to transition 
using green electricity and 
being a hydrogen powered 
nation. They want to only 
import energy that meets 
those tight standards. This 
is one heck of a tall order, 
but they are all in.

They won’t be able to do 
this alone though. Germa-

ny will need the EU mem-
bers, as well as Canada and 
the USA, to achieve these 
goals. At the federal lev-
el, the three governments 
have signed an agreement 
to meet these objectives 
and to transition their en-
ergy.  

Here is the wrinkle: Can-
ada, specifically Alberta, is 
not in an energy crunch. 
Heck, we account for 99 
per cent of the USA’s im-
ported natural gas, and 53 
per cent of their total im-
ported oil. We are sitting 
on roughly 80 per cent of 
Canada’s coal, and it’s not 
the low thermal “brown 
coal” (of which Germany 
has about 200 years left of 
electrical generation). We 
have very low sulfur ther-
mal coal and metallurgi-
cal coal. We are sitting on 
223 trillion cubic feet of 
gas, and the fourth largest 
known oil reserve on the 
planet. What we are not in 
a position of is an ocean, 
nor a ton of rivers, that we 
can dam off to create hy-
dro power like some of our 
other provincial friends 
down east, out west, or 
far up north. We are not 
interconnected like they 
are in the EU, so simply 
balancing a load between 
countries isn’t as easy for 
us.  We are also sitting on a 
large potential for hydro-
gen production, as well as 
lithium extraction.

So… why in the heck 
would we, or our friends 
in the USA, buy into the 
definitions that are being 
made over in Europe re-
garding how we should 
use our energy assets, and 
produce our own pow-
er? The short answer: we 
shouldn’t. There is another 

wrinkle former premiers 
who signed the constitu-
tion back in 1980 had fore-
seen that basically gave us 
a huge leg-up for freedom. 
The provinces control 
their resources, inclusive 
of electrical generation. 
You see in Germany, that 
does not exist. The states 
and municipalities must 
do what the federal gov-
ernment says.

So, it has become abun-
dantly clear to me why our 
own federal government 
wants to box in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. They 
want us to fall in line and 
do as they say, and it’s driv-
ing them crazy that we are 
saying no. There must be a 
made in Alberta solution 
for Albertans. I believe that 
we can broker the deals 
with our fellow provinces 
and states when it comes 
to the definition of “clean 
energy”, and I can tell 
you it is not the same as a 
highly populated country 
in Europe. We are simply 
not in the same position 
as they are, and we don’t 
need to put ourselves in 
that corner. In fact, we can 
help them out as trading 
partners, but we need to 
close the gap on the trade 
differential. We need to 
define what their over-
all needs are, and not just 
in energy, but what they 
need for their industries 
for raw and refined mate-
rials. We can help bridge 
investment opportunities 
by relocating some of their 
industries to North Amer-
ica, reducing the carbon 
footprint by putting man-
ufacturing closer to the re-
sources, and where energy 
is still economical.  

Electricity here is at 

$0.40 per kwh, and we do 
not need to get into a po-
sition of “saving the plan-
et”. We need to make sure 
that we reduce pollution, 
conserve where needed, 
do things smarter, but we 
cannot pretend that what 
works in Europe is what 
will work for us. I believe 
we can work collabora-
tively to solve several col-
lective challenges, wean 
ourselves of dependency 
from other countries that 
are at odds with our values 
as a nation, but we simply 
can’t hold hands and jump 
off the same cliff.

Alberta started a cam-
paign across Canada called 
“Tell the Feds”. A campaign 
to voice the concerns of all 
Canadians that we don’t 
want to be left cold in 
the dark. To raise aware-
ness that we are not just 
stamping our feet for no 
reason; we are advising 
them of what the real im-
pacts are going to be if we 
allow them to step on our 
constitutional rights. They 
are taking an approach 
to make it illegal for us to 
generate electricity from 
anything they deem to be 
“non-green”. I’ve now seen 
firsthand over here what 
that definition is, and for 
us, it does not look pretty. 
The feds won’t relent; they 
have drunk the Kool-Aid 
and are out of touch with 
what our North American 
reality is. Please take the 
time to tell the feds that 
this is not right. We need 
to allow our provinces to 
do what is right for them, 
not for Europe, or for the 
out-of-touch-CN-Tow-
er-climbing environment 
minsters’ delusional ideas.
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