
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

August 21, 2024
PARKLAND RCMP DRUG 

UNIT’S 8-MONTH LONG DRUG 
INVESTIGATION RESULTS IN THE 

SEIZURE OF FIREARMS AND DRUGS

CYANOBACTERIA (BLUE-GREEN 
ALGAE) ADVISORY ISSUED FOR 

WABAMUN LAKE

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On August 2, 2024, the 
Parkland RCMP Drug Unit, 
with assistance from mem-
bers of Parkland RCMP, St. 
Albert RCMP, Leduc RCMP, 
Red Deer RCMP and Air 
Services executed a total 
of 6 Search Warrants: two 
in Stony Plain, three in Ed-
monton and one in Red 

Deer. This operation marks 
the successful completion 
of an 8-month long investi-
gation targeting illegal drug 
activity within Parkland 
County. 

 As a result of the inves-
tigation, eight individuals 
have been arrested and are 
facing a variety of charges 
including possession for 
the purpose of trafficking 
and firearms offences.  

Following the execution of 
the search warrants, police 
have seized the following 
items:

•	 513.7 grams of Co-
caine

•	 109.8 grams of 
Hash

•	 12.8 grams of Psilo-
cybin mushrooms

•	 1 gram of Metham-
phetamine / MDMA

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

Cyanobacteria (blue-
green algae) has been 
identified in the waters of 
Wabamun Lake. Residents 
living near the shores of 
this lake, as well as visitors 
to this lake, are advised to 
take the following precau-
tions:

•	 Avoid all con-
tact with cyanobacterial 
blooms. If contact occurs, 

wash with tap water as soon 
as possible.

•	 Do not swim or 
wade or allow your pets to 
swim or wade in any areas 
where cyanobacteria is visi-
ble.  

•	 Do not feed whole 
fish or fish trimmings from 
this lake to your pets. 

•	 Consider limiting 
human consumption of 
whole fish and fish trim-
mings from this lake, as it is 
known that fish may store 

toxins in their liver. (People 
can safely consume fish fil-
lets from this lake).

Continued on Page 2
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Cyanobacteria (Blue-Green Algae) 
Advisory Issued For Wabamun Lake

Continued from Page 1

As always, visitors and 
residents are reminded to 
never drink or cook with 
untreated water directly 
from any recreational body 
of water, including Wa-
bamun Lake, at any time. 
Boiling of this water will 
not remove the toxins pro-

duced by cyanobacteria. An 
alternate source of drinking 
water should also be pro-
vided for pets and livestock, 
while this advisory is active.

Cyanobacteria is natural-
ly occurring, and often be-
comes visible when weath-
er conditions are calm. 
Appearing like scum, grass 

clippings, fuzz, or globs on 
the surface of water, cyano-
bacteria can be blue-green, 
greenish-brown, brown, 
and/or pinkish-red, and of-
ten smell musty or grassy.

People who come in con-
tact with visible cyanobac-
teria or who ingest 

Continued on Page 3

Parkland RCMP Drug Unit’s 8-Month 
Long Drug Investigation Results In 
The Seizure Of Firearms And Drugs

Continued from Page 1

•	 60 tabs of LSD
•	 2.5 gallons of GHB
•	 94 tablets of ben-

zodiazepine
•	 $6122 in Canadian 

currency
•	 36 rounds of 12 

Gauge ammunition

•	 Remington 870 12 
Gauge shotgun

•	 Akkar Churchill 12 
Gauge shotgun

•	 Stolen Command-
er 9mm pistol

•	 2400 contraband 
cigarettes

•	 Body armour 

As the charges has not 
yet been sworn before the 
courts, the suspect’s names 
cannot be disclosed at this 
time.

Your Parkland RCMP are 
committed to keeping our 
community safe.

August 21, 2024
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Cyanobacteria (Blue-Green Algae) Advisory Issued For 
Wabamun Lake
Continued from Page 2

water containing cyano-
bacteria may experience 
skin irritation, rash, sore 
throat, sore red eyes, swol-
len lips, fever, nausea and 
vomiting and/or diarrhea. 
Symptoms usually appear 
within one to three hours 
and resolve in one to two 
days. Symptoms in children 
are often more pronounced; 
however, all humans are at 
risk of these symptoms. Ex-
posure to the bacteria may 
be fatal to pets.

Weather and wind con-
ditions can cause algae 
blooms to move from one 
location in the lake to an-
other. As such, this advisory 
will remain in effect for Wa-
bamun Lake, until further 
notice.

Please note that waters of 
Wabamun Lake in which 

the cyanobacterial bloom is 
NOT visible can still be used 
for recreational purposes, 
even while this Health Ad-
visory is in place.

If you suspect a problem 
related to cyanobacteria or 
if you require further infor-
mation on health concerns 
and cyanobacteria, please 
call Health Link at 811. Ad-
ditional information is also 
available online, at www.
ahs.ca/bga.

Alberta Health Services 
is the provincial health au-
thority responsible for plan-
ning and delivering health 
supports and services for 
more than four million 
adults and children living 
in Alberta. Our mission is to 
provide a patient-focused, 
quality health system that 
is accessible and sustain-
able for all Albertans. Our 

current focus is on reduc-
ing emergency department 
wait times, improving EMS 
response times, increasing 
access to surgeries, and im-
proving patient flow.

August 21, 2024
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Submitted by Enoch 
RCMP

On June 6, 2024,  approx-
imately 4:00 a.m. Enoch 
Alberta RCMP responded 
to a robbery of a taxi cab 
driver at a residence in 
Enoch. During the course of 
the robbery the driver was 
stabbed causing minor in-
juries to his arm. 

On Aug. 13, 2024, as a re-
sult of the investigation, 
Kelsey Crate, a 37-year-old 
male resident of Enoch was 
arrested and charged with:

•	 Robbery
•	 Assault with a 

weapon
•	 Uttering threats
Crate was taken before a 

justice of the peace and re-
manded into custody with 
his next court date set for 
Aug. 14, 2024, at the Alber-
ta Court of Justice in Stony 
Plain.

August 21, 2024

CAPITAL GAINS FALL LEGISLATION

ENOCH RCMP CHARGE MALE AFTER 
TAXI CAB ROBBERY

Submitted by MP Gerald 
Soroka

At the end of the last Par-
liamentary session, Chrys-
tia Freeland, Finance Min-
ister, scrambled to bring in 
her latest tax hike to pay for 
her uncontrolled inflation-
ary spending.

The Liberals claim this 
Capital Gains Tax only tar-
gets the ultra-rich. It does 
not. It is a tax on food, 
homebuilding, retirement, 
doctors, pharmacists, 
truckers, and small busi-

ness owners.
The Liberal-NDP coalition 

is deciding to hike taxes 
on homebuilders while we 
are facing a housing short-
age and are raising taxes 
on doctors during a doctor 
shortage. They are rais-
ing taxes on farmers while 
food and production is al-
ready expensive and small 
businesses will pay more 
in taxes which harms their 
company, employees, and 
consumers.

Canadians will be worse off 
because of Justin Trudeau’s 

new tax. This job-killing tax 
will negatively impact every 
industry and all citizens by 
removing more money out 
of the pockets of individu-
als and businesses, as well 
as the Canadians they serve.

The Liberals forced a 
last-minute motion in Par-
liament to try and imple-
ment this new tax, but they 
will be forced to table leg-
islation to enact the tax in 
the fall. There is still time to 
stop this tax.

Common Sense Conser-
vatives will continue to 

fight against these harmful 
tax hikes from this Liber-
al-NDP government. We 
will bring back powerful 
paycheques for individuals 
and businesses. We will not 
punish Canadians for their 
hard work but rather re-
ward them for their success.

Do you agree with this 
job-killing tax? If not, 
email the Finance Minister 
at chrystia.freeland@parl.
gc.ca and tell her you can’t 
afford this tax.
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FALLIS 18TH ANNUAL SHOW & SHINE
Submitted by Fallis Com-

munity Association

On Saturday, September 
7th from 10 am to 4 pm, Fal-
lis will be celebrating its 18th 
Annual Show & Shine. This 
event has become bigger and 
more popular each year, and 
is one of the community’s lo-
cal major fundraising events 
that has assisted in sustain-
ing the viability of the Fallis 
Community Hall. 

The Show & Shine vehicle 
registration commences at 
10:00 am, and the gates for 
public admission open at 
11:00 am. The day’s events 
are free of charge however, 
a donation box will be avail-
able for those who wish to 
support and contribute to 
the ongoing operations of 
the Fallis Community Hall. 
The concession runs from 
11:00 am - 3:30 pm and 
barbecue favorites will be 
served.  

Tickets for a 50/50 draw 
will be on sale throughout 
the day and the winner will 
be announced at 2:30 pm.  
Ballots will be provided to all 
of the Show & Shine vehicle 
registrants to vote on their 
peer’s vehicles in 9 different 
vintage decade categories. 
There will also be prizes for 
the overall top chosen vehi-
cle with the People’s Choice 
award.  In addition, there will 
be a prize for the furthest 
driven and prizes awarded 
by a judge for Corvette, fe-
male, and motorcycle cat-
egories.  Voting will close 
at 2:00 pm and prizes will 
begin to be awarded at 3:00 
pm.  

The Fallis Community As-
sociation welcomes car en-
thusiasts and those with a 
vintage, custom, street-rod, 
hot-rod, rat-rod, classic ve-
hicle, or motorcycle to come 
display their “pride and joy” 
along with other collectors 

of antique tractors or buses.  
Many pain-staking hours 

of restoration and dollars are 
involved behind the scenes 
when viewing these magnif-
icent vehicles.  It is a hobby 
that appears to have become 
a common interest of the 
young and old, as there are 
participants and followers 
of the Show & Shine events 
that can take them nation-
wide.  Many collectors be-
long to specific groups that 
tour together far across the 
countryside allowing them 
to become great friends and 
comrades that share a pas-
sion with other car buffs. 
They are a special breed of 
people that can understand 
and appreciate the time and 
effort it takes to restore a 
vehicle. Their pride is appar-
ent in the final polished and 
gleaming product that ad-
mirers view with great envy. 

Come and join us for a 
great family event and enjoy 

the food, fun activities, and 
an opportunity to visit with 
others that have a common 
interest in viewing some 
very impressive vehicles. 

Fallis is located on the 
north side of Wabamun Lake 
approximately 80 km west 
of Edmonton, between the 
Hamlet of Wabamun and 
Seba Beach Village. The Fal-
lis Community Hall is situat-
ed on Highway 16 just north 
of Range Road 52. There are 
no gravel roads enroute to 
Fallis for those commuting 
with their classic vehicles.  

Volunteer positions are 
available with parking, and 
the concession. For more in-
formation about the event or 
for interest in volunteering, 
please contact Rick at 780-
695-8366 or Yvonne at 780-
999-3088.
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BUILDING A RECOVERY COMMUNITY 
WITH MÉTIS NATION

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta’s government is partner-
ing with the Métis Nation within 
Alberta to build a world-class ad-
diction treatment centre, helping 
more people in their pursuit of 
recovery.

The Alberta Recovery Model is 
a system of care built by Alber-
ta’s government to support those 
suffering from addiction in their 
pursuit of recovery. The services 
made available through this mod-
el are providing a continuum of 
care including prevention, inter-
vention, treatment and recovery. 
The model is based on the fact 
that recovery is possible, and that 
there is hope for those currently 
facing addiction. It is the Alberta 
government’s belief that every-
one deserves an opportunity to 
rebuild their life and reunite with 
their family, community and cul-
ture.

Continuing to build the Alberta 
Recovery Model, Alberta’s gov-
ernment has partnered with the 
Métis Nation within Alberta to 
build a recovery community, im-
plementing treatment based on its 
culture and practices. A $35-mil-
lion investment from Alberta’s 
government is a significant step 
forward in addressing the addic-
tion crisis, which has dispropor-
tionately impacted Indigenous 

communities. This facility will be 
known as the Healing Waters Re-
covery Community and will have 
75 long-term treatment beds, ca-
pable of supporting up to 300 
people every year in their pursuit 
of recovery.

“This partnership with the Métis 
Nation will provide life-saving ad-
diction treatment to those in need 
and will rebuild families and com-
munities that have been affected 
by this disease. Lives are changed 
by recovery, and our government 
is proud to be helping people onto 
that path. Recovery is possible.” 

Dan Williams, Minister of Men-
tal Health and Addiction 

“This investment shows our 
government’s commitment to 
working with Indigenous commu-
nities in providing culturally-safe 
addiction treatment. I am excited 
for this to move forward and hear 
about how lives are changed.”

Rick Wilson, Minister of Indige-
nous Relations 

“Healing Waters will serve as 
a beacon of hope for Métis Citi-
zens and Albertans who are re-
covering from substance use. We 
are proud to be working with the 
Government of Alberta to bring 
this state-of-the-art facility near 
Métis Crossing and to provide a 
blend of western and traditional 
health care, with a Métis focus, 
that will support people’s recov-
ery journeys.”

Andrea Sandmaier, president, 
Métis Nation within Alberta 

In total, Alberta’s government is 
building 11 recovery communities, 
five of which are in partnership 
with Indigenous communities. 
The total investment into Indig-
enous recovery communities is 
about $180 million. The Healing 
Waters Recovery Community in 
partnership with the Métis Nation 
will be built about 100 km north-
west of Edmonton, near Métis 
Crossing. Clients will access ser-
vices at no cost and will have the 
opportunity to stay there for up to 
one year.

“This partnership between Al-
berta’s government and the Métis 
Nation will have an incredible, 
lasting impact on the families who 
call Athabasca-Barrhead-West-
lock home. The reality is that 
nearly every family is impacted by 
addiction in one way or another. A 
focus on treatment and recovery 
is going to change countless lives 
for decades to come.”

Glenn van Dijken, MLA for Atha-
basca-Barrhead-Westlock 

At the recovery community, 
clients will participate in a pro-
gram that includes individual and 
group therapy, skills development 
and relationship building. This en-
sures those leaving treatment can 
succeed in recovery with employ-
ment, housing and reconnection 
with family and friends.   

“As a Métis-run recovery com-
munity, Healing Waters will pro-
vide recovery-oriented care to 
individuals grappling with sub-
stance use. The Otipemisiwak Mé-
tis Government is proud to play 
a role in helping reduce barriers 
and provide culturally appro-
priate treatment options for our 
Citizens and all Albertans who are 
pursing recovery.”

Kaila Mitchell, secretary of Men-
tal Health and Addictions, Métis 
Nation within Alberta 

The Métis Nation within Alberta 
has worked with Alberta’s govern-
ment to select a site and design a 
building that reflects and honours 
Métis culture. Construction is 
planned to be completed in 2026.

Alberta’s government is also 
building Indigenous recovery 
communities in partnership with 
Siksika Nation, Blood Tribe, Enoch 
Cree Nation and Tsuut’ina Nation. 
Alberta’s government is making 
record investments and removing 
barriers to recovery-oriented sup-
ports for all Albertans, regardless 
of where they live or their finan-
cial situation. In addition to the 
more than 10,000 new, publicly 
funded addiction treatment spac-
es, the government has expanded 
access to the Virtual Opioid De-
pendency Program, which pro-
vides same-day access to life-sav-
ing treatment medication.
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PREPARING YOUR FIREPLACE OR 
STOVE FOR THE SEASON 

Fireplaces and 
wood-burning stoves not 
only can be beautiful fo-
cal points within a home, 
but they also provide an 
additional source of heat 
and can be used to keep 
rooms or entire homes 
comfortable without the 
need for additional and 
potentially costly heating 
sources.

Just like more modern 
home heating systems, 
stoves and fireplaces 
need to be maintained, 
and that maintenance in-
cludes readying them be-
fore winter when they are 
used more heavily. Ensur-
ing a fireplace or stove is in 
good working order helps 
to guarantee efficiency of 
use and safety during the 
winter months.

Open-flame heating 
sources carry with them 
certain risks. The National 
Fire Protection Associa-
tion states that, between 
2009-2013, American fire 
departments responded 
to 56,000 home struc-
ture fires that involved 
heating equipment. The 
NFPA notes that the 
leading factor contrib-
uting to home-heating 
fires is a failure to keep 
things clean, principally 
from solid-fueled heating 
equipment. The following 
are a handful of ways to 
stay safe as you get ready 
for another cozy season 
around the fire.

•	 Start with the 
chimney. Begin by having 
your chimney thoroughly 
cleaned and inspected. 
Creosote can build up in-
side of the chimney. Cre-

osote is highly flamma-
ble and becomes more 
difficult and expensive to 
clean the longer it builds 
up inside your flue lining. 
In addition, animals may 
have created nest inside 

of the chimney since the 
last time the fireplace 
was used. A professional 
chimney sweep should be 
hired in this situation. He 
or she will be able to ef-
fectively clean the chim-

ney in a manner that is 
the least messy and dis-
ruptive to residents.

•	 Install or check 
smoke and carbon mon-
oxide detectors. 

Continued on Page 16
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Preparing Your Fireplace Or Stove For The 
Season 
Continued from Page 15

Operational alarms are 
essential to preventing 
injury or death resulting 
from smoke or carbon 
monoxide inhalation. 
Such detectors are inex-
pensive safeguards that 
should be installed on ev-
ery floor of the house. Bat-
teries should be replaced 
every six months, and the 
alarms themselves should 
be changed every five to 
10 years.

•	 Inspect the chim-
ney from outdoors as 
well. Inspect the mortar 
around any bricks in the 
chimney and surround-

ing areas for cracks. If left 
unaddressed, these can 
cause dangerous fires. If 
there are serious cracks, a 
professional may need to 
make repairs or the chim-
ney may need to be re-
placed. You also can have 
the chimney capped with 
a screen to keep animals 
and debris from entering.

•	 Inspect the 
damper. A damper is a 
valve or plate that stops 
or regulates the flow of 
air inside a chimney. It 
should be checked prior 
to the first use of a stove 
or fireplace so homeown-
ers can be certain it opens 

and closes smoothly.
•	 Clear out flam-

mable items. Move flam-
mable items away from 
the front of a fireplace or 
stove. Be sure curtains or 
other home furnishings 
are far enough away that 
they will not catch fire 
from any errant sparks or 
flames.

•	 Order wood now. 
Be sure there is plenty 

of wood for the season. 
Ask a wood supplier to 
estimate just how much 
will be needed, and dou-
ble-check that the wood 
will arrive in time for the 
start of the season.

By preparing for fire-
place and wood stove use 
now, homeowners can 
ensure their winters are 
comfortable and safe. 
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REDUCE COLD-WEATHER FIRE RISK 

Plenty of things heat 
up when the tempera-
ture drops, including 
the risk for fire hazards. 
Fireplaces, stoves, heat-
ing systems, candles, 
and even electric lights 
are used more often 
during the winter than 
any other time of year, 
so it makes sense that 
the risk of home fires 
increases when the 
mercury drops

The U.S. Fire Admin-
istration says 905 peo-
ple die in winter home 
fires each year. Cook-

ing is the leading cause 
of all home fires and 
contributes to around 
$2 billion in property 
loss each year. Under-
standing potential risks 
and exercising caution 
can help homeowners 
protect themselves, 
their families and their 
homes from fire.

Cooking
Home heating fires 

peak between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m., when many peo-
ple are home preparing 
dinner. The following 

steps, courtesy of the 
American Red Cross, 
can improve safety in 
the kitchen and re-
duce the likelihood of a 
home fire.

•	 Never leave 
cooking food unat-
tended, as it can take 
just seconds for fires to 
ignite.

•	 Keep anything 
that can catch fire 
away from the stove or 
other appliances that 
generate heat.

•	 Clean regular-
ly to prevent grease 

buildup.
•	 Make sure ap-

pliances are turned 
off before leaving the 
room or going to bed.

Heating
The National Fire Pro-

tection Association 
warns that heating is 
the second leading 
cause of home fires, 
deaths and injuries in 
the United States. The 
NFPA offers these safe-
ty guidelines.

•	 Install heating 
appliances 

Continued on Page 18
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Reduce Cold-Weather Fire Risk 

Continued from Page 17

according to manu-
facturers’ instructions 
or have a professional 
do the installation.

•	 Fu e l - b u rn i n g 
equipment needs to 
vent to the outside.

•	 Never use an 
oven to heat a home.

•	 Keep anything 
that can burn away 
from heating equip-
ment, including porta-
ble space heaters.

•	 Clean and in-
spect heating appli-
ances regularly.

•	 Turn off porta-
ble heaters when leav-
ing the room or going 
to bed.

Electric
The National Safety 

Council estimates that 
between 600 and 1,000 
people die each year 
from electrocution. 
Electricity also can con-
tribute to home fires. 
The Energy Education 
Council offers these 
safety suggestions.

•	 Never force 
plugs into outlets.

•	 Check that 

cords are not frayed 
or cracked. Do not 
run cords under car-
pets or place them in 
high-traffic areas.

•	 Use extension 
cords only on a tempo-
rary basis.

•	 Make sure light 
bulbs are the proper 
wattage for fixtures.

•	 Install ground 
fault circuit interrupt-
ers in kitchens, baths, 
laundry rooms, and 
elsewhere, making 
sure to test them regu-
larly.

•	 Check period-
ically for loose wall re-
ceptacles and loose 
wires. Listen for pop-
ping or sizzling sounds 
behind walls.

Home fires are no joke 
and can be prevent-
ed with simple safety 
checks.
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WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR ME LATELY?
Submitted by MLA Shane Get-

son

Janet Jackson had a hot song 
with this title, and I hate to say it 
when I read some of the accusa-
tory quips or demands on social 
media, that song runs through 
my head.  Never fails to amaze 
me how folks who would not 
say boo in person are fearless 
and many times downright rude, 
disrespectful keyboard warriors.  
I can repost a picture of a beau-
tiful sunset from Wabamun, Isle 
Lake, Lac Ste. Anne or Sandy 
Beach wishing everyone a hap-
py Sunday,  and some person 
exhibiting troll like characteris-
tics “Demands”  a full account of 
what I have done as an MLA for 
them.  Telling me I must drop ev-
erything else, take their abusive 
nature because “I work for them!”  
What that tells me is that these 
folks in all likelihood have never 
run a business, had people work 
for them in the first place, or if 
they did, could never keep them 
on the payroll for very long, be-
cause no one gets away with that 
kind of behavior for very long.

Over the last few weeks howev-
er, I’ve had some great conversa-
tions with folks that needed clari-
ty or were looking for updates on 
what I’ve been up too, and how 
some of the projects we’ve had in 
the hopper are progressing.  That 
I believe is worthwhile conversa-
tion, and I thought giving an up-
date here in the little local paper 
where I’m uncensored may be of 
help for many, I’ll break it down 
by “Theme” so if something is not 
to your interest, you can skip to 
a heading that is, time is precious 
to us all.

Education / Careers / Skilled 
Trades

I was able to be part last term 
of the skills for Jobs Task force 
(Skills for Jobs Task Force | Al-
berta.ca), and led a task force 
myself on Career Education (Ca-
reer Education Task Force | Al-
berta.ca).  The findings of these 
two separate task force reports 
have helped form policy directly 
and indirectly.  The mandate let-
ters given to the current minis-
ters of Education, and Advanced 
Education have items that are 
taken directly from the reports. 
Overall, between the two efforts 
it allows for a change in thinking 
when it comes to students being 
able to choose their career paths, 
provide support to them though 
our education system, as well 
as to tap into private industry, 
and better align post-secondary.  

It puts the student back at the 
center again, and helps people 
get onto, and into their careers 
more expeditiously. In short, kids 
didn’t know what they wanted to 
be when they grew up, because 
they didn’t know what they could 
be when they grew up.  There 
has been an inadvertent discon-
nect between the skills needed 
for industries, and addressing 
transferable skill sets within the 
industries.

Firearms / Property Rights / 
Personal Freedoms

As many know, I am all for free-
dom, accountability, and respon-
sibility of individuals.  So, when 
the federal government started 
messing further with what are 
some of the most restrictive fire-
arms laws I asserted myself into 
the team that was going to make 
recommendations on policy, and 
re-patriate the responsibilities 
as delegated to the province.  I 
was one of the three MLA’s that 
were part of the firearms adviso-
ry committee( Alberta Firearms 
Advisory Committee | Alberta.
ca.  For what it’s worth, had also 
made several speeches, attend-
ed town halls, was special guest 
on several firearms related pod 
casts, and literally helped edu-
cate several of my fellow MLAs 
as members of parliament from 
other provinces.

The outcome was that we hired 
our own Chief Firearms Officer, 
rather than having one appoint-
ed by the federal government, 
and we re-patriated the depart-
ment to be in Alberta rather than 
in Eastern Canada.  The culture 
and mission of the department 
changed to act not only as the 
group that “enforced the law” but 
rather used good judgment of the 
law and became an advocate / 
educator / supporter of responsi-
ble firearm ownership.  Alberta in 
many ways is leading the country 
on this file, and if the chips fall in 
the right direction we will proba-
bly help form policy with the new 
federal government. 

Alberta’s moto is Strong and 
Free, and I believe for good rea-
son.  We take our freedoms, and 
the rights of others very serious-
ly out here.  We modernized the 
adverse possession laws so other 
folks who are squatting on your 
property can’t take it from you.  
We made sure folks have an en-
hanced and modernized trespass 
laws, so that protesters (as an 
example) can’t role up onto your 
farm,  steal your turkeys, and 
disrupt your operations without 
consequence.  

Speaking of turkeys, we passed 
a law called the Sovereignty 
within a United Canada Act to 
ensure that the charter of rights 
and freedoms, are upheld in our 
province, and that in the case 
where a federal government is 
not respecting those laws, we will 
stand up for them.  It will basical-
ly put the onus back on the feder-
al government to challenge us in 
court, rather than putting in pol-
icy, that clearly contradicts the 
foundational and defining laws of 
our country.  We’ve already had 
to use it, believe it or not, when it 
came to the federal government 
straying into our jurisdiction 
on energy and electricity, which 
would have cost us billions upon 
billions of dollars as taxpayers.

Freedoms in choice of educa-
tion, to allow parents to choose 
what method of delivery of ed-
ucation is right for their family.  
We believe strongly in family and 
parental rights, while still pro-
tecting minors.  There was a point 
not so long ago where the free-
doms of choice that our parents 
and kids have now were on the 
chopping block.

These freedoms that we have 
here in our province are not nec-
essarily available in other parts of 
the country.  I can’t tell you how 
many people I’ve met over the 
last few years that have picked 
up stakes, moved from other 
provinces to experience firsthand 
what it is to be an Albertan.  Free-
dom sells, and Alberta is calling 
for likeminded Canadians, and 
those abroad that want to be part 
of what we are building out here.

Intergovernmental and Trans-
boundary Relations

In my role as the Parliamentary 
Secretary for Economic Corri-
dor Development, I report to the 
Minister of Intergovernmental 
Affairs, better known as the Pre-
mier.  I am the lead MLA when it 
comes to our representation in 
several transboundary organiza-
tions.  The organizations that we 
are members of are, the Pacific 
Northwest Economic Region (of 
which Alberta was a founding 
Member) The Council of State 
Governments, National Coun-
cil of State Legislators, and The 
Energy Council.  These organi-
zations allow Alberta to help in-
fluence policy not only within our 
country, but in the USA as well.  
Simply put, if we want to change 
the tune that we have to dance 
too, you have to be able to help 
pick the playlist. 

Some of these organizations 
also do work across the pond and 

has allowed me to head over to 
Germany last year on the dime 
of the German Government and 
to see what they are doing over 
there on their energy policy.  Due 
to that trip, we had a visit by Ger-
man officials over here to Alber-
ta as a follow up, another will be 
coming this fall, and I’ll be head-
ing over there again in October.  
The world is very connected, and 
when policy is made across the 
pond, it directly affects us here.  I 
also have learned firsthand that 
“Our Story” is not being told by 
the federal representatives, and 
when we tell it ourselves, people 
want to hear it.  In fact, we are lit-
erally the solution to a number of 
real-world needs.

Mental health and Addictions
We literally have a new program 

in place that is opening conversa-
tions right across north America.  
The model loosely puts focus on 
recovery, and getting folks out of 
their addictive cycle so they can 
be productive members of our 
society again.  We will not allow 
folks to languish any longer in 
that addictive quagmire.  Closer 
to home, we will be opening the 
newest recovery center located in 
Gunn.  I can tell you full well that 
I have received compliments and 
words of encourage from sena-
tors in Washington, and Oregon 
who told us full well they got the 
policy wrong, and are changing 
course, paying close attention to 
what we are doing here.

So, when folks ask me online, 
what have I done for them, and 
for Alberta, there are a number of 
areas that I’ve had the privilege to 
be part of, or lead initiatives that 
will have not only short-term re-
sults, but long-term gains.  I want 
to thank all the folks that have 
taken the time to say hello when 
I’m out and about in the constitu-
ency, to give me a pat in the back 
when I need it, and a kick in the 
pants when I deserve it as well.  
As I’ve told you, I don’t know 
what I don’t know, so I’m all ears.  
You will also know that if we are 
engaging in conversation, I may 
challenge you as well, offering 
counterpoints and testing logic 
at times.  It’s to ensure that if I’m 
going to take things forward that 
they are sound, and that it will 
have the best bang for the buck 
for as many people in our area as 
possible.  So, lets keep having the 
conversations, and making sure 
I know full well, what matters to 
you.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 
Words: First Insertion 
= $7.00; Subsequent 
insertion = $3.50 each. 
(Eg: 2 insertions = $10.50; 
3 insertions = $14.00; etc) 
Each additional word 
is .20 cents per word, 
per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/
line. Ads must be paid 
in advance. No Refunds 
Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 
4:00 pm. Classified ads 
may be called in to the 
COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed to:  comvoice@
telusplanet.net Ads may 
also be placed on the web 
at www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-
968-6813

Camp Encounter, 
Vincent Mireau - Camp 
Director. director@
campencounter.com. C: 
780-504-2012 W: 780-967-
2548

Cherhill Community 
Assoc. Hall, Kevin 780-
785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 
780-892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-
5083, 780-892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Barry Osbourne (780) 621-
2541

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 

Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s 
Heritage House, Dennis 
727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper 
hall 250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-
951-9452

Keephills Hall 
keephillsrentals@gmail.
com (780) 919-6590 
keephillshall.com Contact 
Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, 
Darlene 780-795-2350

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 780-
920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community 
Hall,  780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155 @PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce 
Grove 780-962-5020 or 
email

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community 
Hall, 963-7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-
797-3863

Stony Plain Seniors Drop 
in Centre hall available for 
rent. Capacity 125. Address 

5018 51 Ave, Stony Plain. 
Phone 780-963-4707 or 
email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info.

Smithfield Community 
Hall, 780-717-3714

Tomahawk & District 
Sports Agra, Bookings: 
Kathy 780-339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 
780-727-3947.

Wabamun Senior Centre 
w A/C Half/Day Rates 
Available 780-892-2263 

Wildwood Community 
Hall, 325-2180 or 780-325-
2270

Wildwood Rec Complex 
325-2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 
325-3787

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $1050 + tax. 
Please call for viewing, 
780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2 bdr, available in 
Entwistle apartment 
biulding Rent $925 DD 

$300 Includes heat, water, 
parking. NS bldg.text Ivka 
at 780 807-1300 or call 
Elma at,780 234-4504

Wanted

wanted ford flathead 
engine, prefer running 
from 1948 to 1953 car or 
truck, call Wayne 780-
668-9577

Cleaning

Ceiling & Wall Cleaning  
*Stipple & California Knock 
Down 		  *Smoke 
and Odor Removal 
*Refresh your Ceilings! 	
Don’t Paint! 		
*Seinors Discount 	
Call nano clean 		
780-914-0323

Collectables 

I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI 
& WWII COLLECTABLES. 
CALL JAY @ 780-686-
1350

Services  

Stump Grinding for 
Hire - Alberta Beach & 
surrounding area. Call 
780-779-3589
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