
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

March 19, 2025
MAYERTHORPE RCMP ON 
SCENE AT COLLISION ON 

HIGHWAY 43 CONCLUSION

WHITECOURT CELEBRATES 
LOCAL VOLUNTEERS

HAPPENINGS AT THE RICH VALLEY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR MARCH

Submitted by Mayerthorpe 
RCMP

On Mar. 13, 2025 at approxi-
mately 4:15P.M., Mayerthorpe 
RCMP responded to a report 
of a motor vehicle collision 
involving a school bus and a 

pickup truck.
Through the course of the 

investigation, it was learned 
that a local school bus was in 
the center meridian area of the 
highway, attempting to cross 
the highway with approxi-
mately 8 children on board.  

Due to very poor weather con-
ditions and blowing snow, as 
the bus progressed, a pickup 
truck emerged from the blow-
ing snow, striking the rear of 
the bus and causing it to par-
tially spin.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Town of White-
court

Whitecourt is now accepting 
nominations to the 2025 Vol-
unteer Awards Program – and 
we want to hear from you! Tell 

us who is making a difference 
in our community by recogniz-
ing them with a nomination.

“Part of what makes White-
court so special is the willing-
ness of our residents to step 
up and help out,” stated White-

court Mayor Tom Pickard. 
“Residents and organizations 
off er their time, knowledge 
and skills to a variety of 

Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1

worthy causes, and this pro-

Submitted by Rich Valley Public 
Library

March is here and spring is 
around the corner.  Bring your lit-
tle ones for Parents and Tots every 
Wednesday at 9:30am and stay for 
Storytime and crafts.   Yoga is ev-
ery Tuesday at 11am in the yellow 
room.   March 15 we are doing a 
Tea Leaf Reading Class, learn how 
to find pictures and meanings in 
your tea leaves. 1-5pm. Cost is $50.  

March 16  we have a kids painting 
class ages 8 to 17. 1-4pm. Cost is 
$25. . For all classes you can reg-
ister by phone 780-967-3525 or 
email rvpublib@yrl.ab.ca.  We now 
accept e-transfers for payments.   
Watch for all our events on our 
website or Facebook.   Stop in and 
see what we have to offer and get 
to know the girls at the desk.
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Mayerthorpe RCMP On Scene At 
Collision On Highway 43 Conclusion

Continued from Page 1

Alberta Health Services 
Emergency Medical Services 
attended with Mayerthorpe 
RCMP and assessed the all 
vehicle occupants, most of 
which had minor or no inju-
ries; the driver of the pickup 
truck and 2 of the children 

were transported to hospital 
for further examination with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

At this time, the highway is 
cleared and traffic is moving 
normally.

Mayerthorpe RCMP would 
like to remind all motorists to 
slow down and back off from 
surrounding traffic to avoid 

the snow flurries from other 
vehicles.  Blowing snow can 
lead to dangerous conditions 
and traveling in these condi-
tions reduces visibility and re-
action times significantly.

No further updates are ex-
pected.

March 19, 2025

Whitecourt Celebrates Local 
Volunteers

gram is just one way for us to 
recognize their work and show 
our appreciation.”

The Whitecourt Volunteer 
Award Program launched four 
years ago and recognizes in-
dividuals, corporations and 
agencies/groups in five differ-
ent award categories. This year, 
the winner of each category 
will be announced during the 

Volunteer Celebration Lunch 
scheduled for April 28 during 
National Volunteer Week.

If you know of someone or 
an organization that has gone 
above and beyond, please 
nominate them by filling out 
the online form at www.volun-
teerwhitecourt.ca. The nom-
ination deadline is April 22, 
2025.

Whitecourt Volunteer Hub
The Town of Whitecourt rec-

ognizes how important vol-
unteers are in our community. 
In 2024, Whitecourt launched 
www.volunteerwhitecourt.ca 
– an online volunteer recruit-
ment site that helps local orga-
nizations find volunteers, and 
helps volunteers 

Continued on Page 4
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LAC STE. ANNE EAST FOOD BANK
Submitted by Janet Fluet, 

Chairperson

What is a food bank? A 
food bank is a free service 
that collects and gives out 
food basics to people who 
do not have enough to eat.

Our food bank has been 
operating for 40+ years, 
serving the eastern half of 
the Lac Ste Anne county, 
including the areas of On-
oway, Darwell, Rich Valley, 
and Sandy Lake.

The generous donations 
of food and funds by nu-
merous organizations, 
businesses, churches, and 
individuals, as well as the 
hard work of many volun-
teers, are what keeps the 
food bank open and able to 
assist those in need. It takes 
an entire community for a 
food bank to be successful.

We accept donations of 
non- perishable food, per-
sonal hygiene items, pet 
food and monetary dona-

tions. If you are making a 
food donation, please check 
the date and make sure the 
item(s) have not expired as 
we cannot give these items 
out to our clients. We cur-
rently need the following 
items; brown beans, canned 
vegetables, soup, pasta 
sauce, soda crackers and 
canned fruit. 

If you are attending the El-
ton John Tribute show, we 
will have a representative 
there to collect donations. 

Otherwise, food donations 
can be dropped off at the 
Food Bank between 8am & 
10 am Wednesday morn-
ings. Monetary donations 
can be dropped off at the 
Food Bank during Wednes-
day mornings, they can be 
mailed to Box 300 Onoway, 
AB T0E 1V0, or e-transfers 
are accepted at treasurer@
lsaefb.org. Please include 
your name and mailing ad-
dress so that we can issue a 
tax receipt.

If  anyone is in need of as-
sistance, you can contact 
the food bank at (780) 271-
3131 or lacsteanneeastfood-
bank@gmail.com

Requests for hampers 
must be received by noon 
on Tuesdays and then pick 
up is from the food bank 
Wednesday mornings be-
tween 9 & 10am

Please feel free to contact 
us with any questions or 
concerns. 

March 19, 2025

Whitecourt 
Celebrates 
Local 
Volunteers

Continued from Page 2

find meaningful opportuni-
ties to lend their time. The site 
also provides resources volun-
teer organizations, including 
links to funding and training 
opportunities.

2025 National Volunteer 
Week

National Volunteer Week is 
April 27 to May 3, 2025, and 
Whitecourt will be recognizing 
and thanking volunteers from 
across the community for the 
time and energy they contrib-
ute to our community. Watch 
for information on our web-
site and social media sites on 
events and activities planned 
to celebrate our volunteers.
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PARKLAND RCMP 
INVESTIGATING 

ASSAULT AT 
LOCAL DAY 

CARE – SEEKING 
POTENTIAL 

FURTHER VICTIMS
Submitted by Parkland 

RCMP

Assaults occurred Feb. 19, 
2025, and were reported be-
tween March 6 and 12

On March 6, 2025, Park-
land RCMP received a com-
plaint of an assault which 
is alleged to have occurred 
at Little Stars Daycare in 
Spruce Grove. Parkland 
RCMP General Investi-
gative Section (GIS) was 
called in to investigate, and 
to date, four victims have 

been identified. The assaults 
occurred between March 6 
and March 12, 2025. RCMP 
believes there may be more 
victims. 

If your child attends this 
daycare and you believe 
your child may have been a 
victim to an assault, please 
contact Parkland RCMP at 
825-220-7267.

March 19, 2025
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IS IT TIME FOR YOUR MAMMOGRAM?

PROBATIONARY LICENCE ISSUED TO 
CHILD CARE PROGRAM 

Submitted by Alberta Health 
Service

Screen Test is coming to 
Mayerthorpe March 31 to April 
3 & Onoway           April 4 to 6, 
2025

Screen Test is a free service 
provided by Alberta Health 
Services that offers screening 
mammograms. Our mobile 
screening units travel to 120 
communities throughout Al-
berta to provide convenient 
access to breast cancer screen-
ing.

Having regular screening 
mammograms is the best way 
to find breast cancer early, 

before symptoms appear and 
when treatment may work bet-
ter.

Who should have a screening 
mammogram?

If you’re 45 to 74, you don’t 
need a referral to have a mam-
mogram. Make screening part 
of your regular health routine. 
Plan to have a mammogram 
every 2 years or as decided by 
you and your healthcare pro-
vider. 

If you’re 40 to 44 or over 75, 
discuss the risks and benefits 
of screening with your health-
care provider. You will need a 
referral if you’re 40 to 44 and 
it’s your first mammogram, or 

if you’re over 75.
Call 1-800-667-0604 (toll-

free) to book a mammogram 
with Screen Test.

Breast density scores are now 
included in your Screen Test 
result letter

Breast density is the amount 
of dense tissue compared to 
the amount of fat in a person’s 
breasts. It can be harder to find 
cancer in dense breasts be-
cause this tissue appears white 
on a mammogram, the same 
colour as many kinds of breast 
cancer. It’s common to have 
dense breast tissue.

Dense breasts are only one 
of many risk factors for breast 

cancer. Other factors, such as 
age and genetics, have a big-
ger impact on your overall risk. 
You can’t tell how dense your 
breasts are by size, look or feel. 
The only way to find out is by 
having a mammogram.  

Talk to your healthcare pro-
vider about your breast den-
sity score and your personal 
risk of breast cancer. Learn 
more about breast density on 
screeningforlife.ca

For more information on 
Screen Test and breast cancer 
screening, visit screeningfor-
life.ca

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

A probationary licence has 
been issued to Little Stars 

Montessori Early Learning 
Center in Spruce Grove due 
to safety concerns.

As a result of significant 
concerns regarding chil-

dren’s safety, Jobs, Econo-
my and Trade has put Lit-
tle Stars Montessori Early 
Learning Center on a pro-
bationary licence and tem-

porarily removed their abil-
ity to care for infants. The 
licence will expire on June 
12, 2025. Child Care 

Continued on Page 8
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WHITECOURT LAUNCHES PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Business Survey will 
help Whitecourt in sup-
porting and attracting 
local businesses The 
Town of Whitecourt has 
launched a survey to 
gain insights on future 
plans and needs of local 
businesses.

The survey will ask local 
businesses and organi-
zations how Whitecourt 
Economic Development 
can help with work-
force development, and 
improve business sup-
port processes and pro-
grams. By assisting and 
strengthening existing 
businesses, and identi-
fying new opportunities, 
we can strengthen our 
economic position.

Take the survey now.
Consumer/Resident 

survey gives you a voice 
– and a chance to win 
$500 Whitecourt Bucks!

The online consumer 
survey will help White-
court understand con-
sumer shopping hab-
its, and what influences 
them to shop both local-
ly and outside the com-
munity. The information 
collected will be used 
to develop strategies to 
help local businesses off 
er products and services 
that match the current 
needs of our communi-
ty and within our region, 
and to focus our attrac-
tion and investment eff 
orts to businesses that 
provide services needed 
in Whitecourt.

Take the survey now, 

and enter for your 
chance to win!

Background
Whitecourt has re-

ceived $70,000 in pro-
vincial grant funding 
from the Small Com-
munity Opportunity 
Program to conduct a 
comprehensive market 
analysis of the local busi-
ness environment; iden-

tify consumer spending, 
service leakage, and gaps 
in the market; and, iden-
tify opportunities for 
business retention, ex-
pansion, and attraction.

Whitecourt is working 
with FBM Planning Ltd. 
to complete the proj-
ect, which is expected to 
be complete December 
2025.

The deadline to partic-
ipate in both surveys is 
Friday, April 18.
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DID YOU KNOW? 
DRIVER’S AGE 

AutoTUNE-UP

The United States and Can-
ada have two of the lowest 
minimum age driving re-
quirements in the world. Min-
imum driving age require-
ments vary by the state and 
province in the United States 
and Canada, respectively. 
However, in many areas of 
the United States, drivers can 
begin driving with a learn-
er’s permit around the age 
of 14 (drivers with learner’s 
permits often must be ac-
companied by fully licensed 
drivers), while the minimum 
driving age in most Canadi-
an provinces is 16 (it is 14 in 
Alberta). Throughout much 
of Africa, including in coun-
tries such as Egypt, Kenya 
and Morocco, the minimum 
driving age is 18. The Central 
American countries of Costa 

Rica, Honduras and Nicara-
gua also make young people 
wait until the age of 18 be-
fore they can get behind the 
wheel. Much of South Ameri-
ca is the same, with only Ar-
gentina (17) and Chile (17 with 
parental approval) allowing 
young people to drive before 
they turn 18. Many countries 
in Asia, including China (18), 
India (18 for cars, 16 for gear-
less bikes under 50 cc) and 
Japan (18 for cars and motor-
cycles over 401 cc), also have 
higher minimum age driving 
requirements than the Unit-
ed States and Canada.
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WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE

Probationary Licence Issued To Child Care Program 

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Whitecourt will be apply-
ing to the Forest Resource 
Improvement Association 
of Alberta (FRIAA) for fund-
ing to update the White-
court FireSmart Communi-
ty Plan. The new plan will 
include hazard and risk 
assessments, a wildfire mit-
igation strategy, and a wild-

fire preparedness guide.
A delegation from White-

court’s Twin Town of Yubet-
su, Japan will visit May 
24-26, 2025. The delegation 
will be in Alberta to attend 
the Alberta/Japan Twinned 
Municipality Conference, 
taking place in Stony Plain, 
and then will travel to 
Whitecourt for a visit.

Whitecourt is now accept-
ing nominations to the 2025 

Volunteer Awards Program 
– and we want to hear from 
you! Tell us who is making a 
difference in our communi-
ty by recognizing them with 
a nomination. Nomination 
forms are available at www.
volunteerwhitecourt.ca. 
National Volunteer Week 
is April 27 to May 3, 2025, 
and Whitecourt will be 
recognizing and thanking 
volunteers from across the 

community for the time and 
energy they contribute to 
our community. Watch for 
information on our web-
site and social media sites 
on events and activities 
planned to celebrate our 
volunteers.

Council has approved the 
purchase of four trucks per 
the fleet replacement plan.

Continued from Page 6

Licensing is closely moni-
toring the program.

The temporary removal of 
the program’s ability to care 
for infants will affect seven 
children. The program is 
required to notify affected 
parents.

Families looking for alter-

native child-care options 
can contact Child Care 
Connect toll free at 1-844-
644-5165 for information 
on other licenced programs 
or use the Child Care Look-
up tool.  

Anyone with concerns 
about a child-care program 
in their community or need-

ing to report an incident can 
also call Child Care Connect 
toll free at 1-844-644-5165.

Probationary licences
The vast majority of child-

care providers and edu-
cators in Alberta are com-
mitted to the safety and 
well-being of the children 
in their care.

If a licenced child-care 
program is unable to meet 
the standards set out by 
Alberta’s government, they 
can be subject to enforce-
ment action, including sus-
pension of their licence and 
probation. Through contin-
ued monitoring, further 

Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

enforcement up to and 
including cancellation of a 
licence can occur if the lev-
el of risk continues or esca-
lates.

If the licenced child-care 
program is unable to return 
to compliance during the 
probationary period, their 
suspended licence expires. 
Cancellation is the last re-
sort with compliance being 
the goal.

March 19, 2025

PARKLAND RCMP GENERAL 
INVESTIGATION SECTION LAY 

FRAUD CHARGES AFTER EXTENSIVE 
INVESTIGATION

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Dec. 12, 2023, Parkland 
RCMP was contacted by Cut 
knife RCMP in Saskatch-
ewan regarding a fraud 
which occurred in Park-
land jurisdiction. The fraud 

was regarding the sale of a 
$70,000 travel trailer, and 
the suspects used another 
persons identity at Vision 
RV in Acheson.

Parkland General Inves-
tigation Section (GIS) en-
gaged in an extensive in-
vestigation which led to the 

identification of two sus-
pects. 

Derek Maurice Dupuis 
(42), a resident of Edmon-
ton, has been charged with 
the following offences: 

• Fraud;
• Laundering pro-

ceeds of crime;

• Failing to comply 
with an Undertaking.

Dupuis was brought be-
fore a Justice of the Peace 
and issued a release order 
with his next court date 
scheduled for April 16, 2025, 
at the Alberta Court of Jus-
tice in Stony Plain.

David Matthew Moore 
(52), a resident of Edmon-
ton, has been charged with 
the following offences: 

• Fraud; 
• Laundering pro-

ceeds of crime;
• Failing to comply 

with an Undertaking.
Moore was brought before 

a Justice of the Peace and 
issued a release order with 
his next court date sched-
uled for April 9, 2025, at the 
Alberta Court of Justice in 
Stony Plain.

Probationary 
Licence 
Issued To 
Child Care 
Program 
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

Sister Colleen Young, S.O.S. 
Sister Colleen Young died at the 
Sisters of St Joseph Residence, 
Toronto, Ontario on Friday, 
March 14, 2025, in her 60th 
year of religious life with the 
Sisters of Service (SOS). Born in 
Peterborough, Ontario, Sister 
Colleen was the sixth of nine 
children of Michael Patrick 
Young and Elizabeth Anne 
Murphy. She was predeceased 
by her parents and a brother, 
Michael and a sister, Clara. 
She is survived by siblings, 
Kay, Lorraine, Maureen, Anne, 
Eugene and Peter. A teacher 
by profession, Colleen, taught 
in Ontario elementary schools 
for six years before entering the 
Sisters of Service on September 
8, 1965, and professing final 
vows in 1974. Her first mission 
assignment was Onoway, 
Alberta, where she taught in 
the public elementary school 
for 20 years. She was active in 
the parish as organist and leader 
of song.  In 1974, she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Education 
specializing in Early Childhood 
Education.  Returning to Ontario 
in 1988, Sister Colleen taught at 
Holy Rosary School in Wyoming, 
Ontario, until retirement in 
1994. The hallmark of her 
ministry was love of teaching, 
integrating her musical talents 
and encouraging students 
to achieve their maximum 
potential.  She pursued studies 
in liturgical music and religious 
education, earning a Certificate 
in Pastoral Liturgy at St. Paul’s 
University, Ottawa.  Sister Colleen 
was a member of the Catholic 
Women’s League and assisted 
in pastoral activities, serving 
as Eucharistic Minister and 
leader of special liturgies in local 
parishes.  The Sisters of Service 
extend their sympathy to her 
family and friends.  Relatives and 
friends may call at the Sisters of 
St. Joseph Residence Chapel,  2 
O’Connor Drive, Toronto, Ontario 
for Visitation on  Monday, March 
24, 2025, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m.  followed by the Mass of 
Christian Burial at 10:30 a.m. The 
funeral will be livestreamed at 
https://csj-to.ca/funeralservice/. 
Interment will be held at 

Mount Hope Cemetery.Funeral 
arrangements are entrusted 
to Kane-Jerrett Funeral Home, 
Thornhill.

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 
780924-3545

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community Centre, 
Noreen at 786-2946

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Onoway Community Hall, 967-
4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
Bookings - Tammy 780-667-4841 

(text or phone)

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a Seasonal 
Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 
loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

1 brd available, 15 min west of 
Stony Plain, shared kitchen, non 
smoking, no parties, no visitors, 

accommodation for ladies, quiet 
clean home, call 780-968-9266

House on Acreage for rent, 
$2100 3 bedrooms 2 bathroom 
home. Rge Rd 25 north of hwy 
16. Please call 780-968-9266

For Sale
Firewood for sale  
Seasoned Split Firewood 
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Flooring
Rug and Remnants all your 
flooring needs, also deals in 
kitchen cabents Call 780-554-
6991

Wanted
wanted 1949 to 1953, Ford, 
preferred running. Call Wayne 
780-668-9577

Pasture 
2025, cow/calf pairs, fenced and 
water required 80 - 320 acres 
plus, 780-916-2333

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

March 19, 2025
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