
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

AUGUST 20, 2025

WHITECOURT RCMP ARRESTS 
TWO WITH ILLEGAL CIGARETTES

SEE THE FARMS, TASTE THE 
FLAVOURS

Submitted by White-
court RCMP

On Aug. 7, 2025, while 
conducting a curfew 
check, a Whitecourt 
RCMP officer observed 
possible contraband 
tobacco at a residence 
in Whitecourt. Further 
investigation, assisted 
by Whitecourt Gener-
al Investigation Section 
(GIS), confirmed the in-

formation and revealed 
another person involved. 
On Aug. 9, 2025 search 
warrants were then exe-
cuted, resulting in a total 
of 27 contraband master 
cases being recovered. In 
total, over 270,000 con-
traband cigarettes were 
seized with an estimated 
value of $67,500.

As a result of the inves-
tigation, Dustin Swanson 
(44), a resident of White-

court, was charged with:
•	 Failure to comply 

with order;
•	 Possession of un-

stamped tobacco with the 
purpose of selling (criminal 
code and excise act); and

•	 Possession of sto-
len property.

Furthermore, Bradley In-
gersoll (33), a resident of 
Whitecourt, 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Support Alberta food produc-
ers during Local Food Week 
and participate in Open Farm 
Days activities.

Albertans can enjoy rural life 
throughout the province this 
August as farms, ranches and 
agri-tourism operators bring 
people together to participate 
in educational, agricultur-
al-based initiatives and learn 
where their food comes from. 
Alberta is known around the 
world for producing premi-
um-quality, great-tasting food 
with the highest standards of 
food safety, animal care, biose-
curity and environmental stew-

ardship.
Open Farm Days is the per-

fect time to showcase the 
hard-working farmers, ranch-
ers and processors that pro-
duce food for Albertans, Cana-
dians and the world. Whether 
you’re picking fresh fruits and 
vegetables at a u-pick farm, 
buying locally grown prod-
ucts, or taking part in activities 
to learn about where our food 
comes from, there are many 
ways to support local produc-
ers and processers throughout 
the week and beyond.

“This week, Albertans can 
help celebrate the farmers 
and entrepreneurs that put 
safe, high-quality food on our 
plates. Open Farm Days’ theme 

this year is Water, The Life-
blood of Every Farm, recogniz-
ing the essential role water and 
irrigation have in our agricul-
ture sector and for the entire 
province.”

RJ Sigurdson, Minister Agri-
culture and Irrigation 

Agri-tourism continues to 
grow in popularity, with many 
travellers seeking authentic 
experiences like farm-to-table 
dining, culinary adventures 
and farm stays. This steady 
flow of visitors supports local 
economies by driving business 
to local shops, restaurants and 
nearby attractions. For many 
years, Alberta’s government 
has provided annual funding

Continued on Page 3
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Whitecourt RCMP Arrests Two With Illegal 
Cigarettes

Continued from Page 1

was charged with Pos-
session of stolen prop-
erty and Possession of 
unstamped tobacco with 
the purpose of selling 
(criminal code and ex-
cise act).

Swanson and Ingersoll 
were brought before a 
justice of the peace, with 
the first being remanded 
and the second released. 
They are both to appear 
before the Alberta Court 
of Justice in Whitecourt 
on Aug. 12, 2025.

“We are advising the 
public to be mindful of 
where and from whom 
they purchase their cig-
arettes” said S/Sgt Mat-
thew Clarke, Detach-
ment Commander of 
the Whitecourt RCMP. 
“We want to be sure that 
those who deal in illegal 
goods are held account-
able and do not wish to 
have members of our 
community unknowing-
ly purchase those illegal 
goods”.

August 20, 2025
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Continued from Page 1

 to the Alberta Association 
of Agricultural Societies to 
support Alberta Open Farm 
Days. This helps advance 
agri-tourism and food and 
culinary tourism across the 
province.

“Alberta’s rural and 
agri-tourism sectors play a 
vital role in the continued 
growth of our economy. Ini-
tiatives like Open Farm Days 
showcase Alberta’s rich ag-
ricultural heritage and in-
vite visitors to discover the 
unique experiences, innova-
tive farms and local business 
that lie outside the province’s 
top tourist destinations.”

Andrew Boitchenko, Minis-
ter of Tourism and Sport 

During Open Farm Days 
on Aug. 16 and 17, host farms 
will open their gates to tours, 
and participants can buy Al-

berta-grown and produced 
products. Many hosts also 
organize culinary experi-
ences featuring some of the 
finest chefs in rural Alberta. 
These farm-to-table experi-
ences are a unique way to en-
joy fresh, homegrown dishes 
while supporting the liveli-
hoods of local ag operators.

“A lot of locally grown in-
gredients really resonate with 
Albertans and Canadians. 
Our wheat and Alberta beef 
are known around the world, 
helping to highlight Canadian 
cuisine. I love working with 
local producers who skilfully 
cultivate what the land can 
offer us.”

Blair Lebsack, chef and 
co-owner, RGE RD and The 
Butchery

August 20, 2025

See The Farms, Taste The 
Flavours
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EARTH-FRIENDLY TIPS FOR AUTUMN 
Autumn is upon us, 

and with the change of 
seasons comes the fall 
to-do list that must be 
completed before the 
arrival of winter weath-
er. Many outdoor jobs 
are best completed 
before temperatures 
drop, while others can 
be tackled indoors to 
help save energy and 
prepare for increased 
time spent inside the 
home.

Outdoor cleanup
Autumn means 

leaves are falling from 
trees and littering 
landscapes. Clean-

ing up leaves can be a 
time-consuming task, 
but it’s necessary to 
promote the health of 
lawns and other plants. 
Grass that is complete-
ly matted down with 
leaves can become 
starved for light and 
moisture, and lawns 
may even rot when 
forced to spend winter 
beneath fallen leaves.

One eco-friendly 
timesaver is to shred 
leaves with a mower 
(a manual mower is 
preferable) and leave 
them as topdressing 
for the lawn. As long as 

the grass blades can be 
seen within the leaves, 
the lawn should be 
fine. Shredded leaves 
will decompose and 
add necessary nutri-
ents and organic mat-
ter to the soil naturally.

Leaves also can be 
used in annual flow-
er and vegetable gar-
dens to improve the 
soil. Mulch made from 
shredded leaves can 
be placed on the soil 
around trees and 
shrubs. This helps to 
reduce weed problems 
and protects root sys-
tems from harsh tem-

perature fluctuations.
Clothing donations
It’s time to pack away 

summer clothing and 
once again fill clos-
ets and drawers with 
sweaters and jeans. Be-
fore packing away your 
summer wardrobe, 
conduct an inventory to 
determine if there are 
any items you no lon-
ger use. Donate these 
items or use them as 
rags when cleaning.

Keep some short-
sleeved shirts accessi-
ble so you can 

Continued on Page 15
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Earth-Friendly Tips For Autumn 
Continued from Page 14

layer them under 
sweatshirts and sweat-
ers. The heat from lay-
ering will be trapped 
against your body and 
keep you cozier, reduc-
ing your reliance on 
HVAC systems to stay 
warm.

Home repairs
Check the roof for 

any missing shingles. 
In addition, look for 
spots where animals 
or insects may be able 
to gain entry into your 
home. Seal these areas 
and repair any leaks. 
This will make your 

home more efficient 
later on when winter 
hits its stride.

Remove window air 
conditioners for the 
winter. If they can’t be 
removed, seal them 
with caulking or tape 
and cover them with an 
airtight, insulated jack-
et. If you have forced-
air systems, move fur-
niture away from the 
vents so that air can 
flow better around the 
home and keep it com-
fortable.

Check weatherstrip-
ping around windows 
and doors and make 

the necessary adjust-
ments. Installing addi-
tional insulation also 
can help reduce energy 
consumption.

A few tips can help 
homeowners pre-
pare for autumn in 
eco-friendly ways.
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ONOWAY LEGION NEWS

Submitted by Onoway Legion

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS
Aug 22- $25- STEAK NIGHT a de-

licious 10 oz New York Strip Steak 
or Chicken, potato, salad, garlic 
bread and dessert. We will cook 
your steak to your liking when you 
arrive. Supper will be served be-
tween 5:00 and 7:00 pm. You must 
Call 780-967-5361 to reserve your 

meat before NOON on Aug 22.
Sept 5- $25 -Fish and Chips, Ruth 

and her crew will be busy in the 
kitchen preparing fresh battered 
haddock, homemade French fries, 
coleslaw and dessert. Supper will 
be served between 5:00 and 7:00 
pm. You must make a reservation. 
Call or text 780-967-5361.

SUMMER HOURS
The Legion will be open the fol-

lowing days and times over the 
summer period.

Tuesdays- 6:30 pm till close
Wednesdays- 6:30 pm till close

Every Second Friday- (Aug 22)- 4 
pm till close

Club Activities:
Tuesday- Summer Fun Darts. -  

No Cost. Everyone welcome. Reg-
istration 7 pm. Play 7:30 pm.

                 Summer Fun Pool.  - No 
Cost. Everyone welcome. Registra-
tion 6:30 pm. Play 7:00 

Wednesday – Join us for Mu-
sical Jam and Meat Draw night 
Doors open 6:30 pm, musical jam 
starts at 7 pm.  Weekly meat draws 
Tickets 3 for $5.00. We have four 
separate draws with a fifth all pur-

chased tickets -in draw. Tickets go 
on sale starting at 6:30 pm. OUR 
NEXT MEAT DRAW WILL BE SEPT 
3. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Dart League will resume on 

Tuesday, Sept 2, Cost $3 each week. 
Registration 7 pm. Play 7:30 pm. All 
level of player’s welcome.

Pool League will resume on 
Thursday, Sept 4. Cost $5, play be-
gins at 7 pm.

RED BRICK COMMON HOSTS FREE FAMILY EVENT FOR 
ALBERTA 

OPEN FARM 
DAYS

Submitted by Red Brick Com-
mon

The Red Brick Common in 
Stony Plain, AB is throwing 
open its doors and on Saturday 
August 16th, inviting the public 
to step back in time and enjoy a 
day of hands-on learning, local 
flavors, and heritage fun as part 
of Alberta Open Farms Days.

Running from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., the event is free to 
attend and promises activities 
for all ages, making it a perfect 
weekend outing for families 
and community members alike.

Visitors can look forward to a 
full lineup of interactive expe-
riences including:

-Butter make demonstrations 
in our historic settlers cabin

-Jam and syrup sampling 
-Guided Opp House tours
-Community garden and or-

chard tours
-Farm-to-table bites from the 

Sourdough Lady
-A warm welcome from San-

dra at the front desk 
Whether you’re a history buff, 

foodie or garden enthusiast, or 
just looking for a free, fun-filled 
day, Open Farm Days at the Red 
Brick Common promises to de-
liver a memorable experience. 

See you soon!
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COMMUNITY, CULTURE AND CELEBRATION 
ON ALBERTA DAY

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

On Aug. 31, Albertans are invit-
ed to celebrate 120 years of cul-
ture, innovation and community 
spirit as Alberta marks a major 
milestone.

Alberta was established as a 
province on Sept. 1, 1905, through 
the Alberta Act. It is a province 
built on hard work, ambition and 
an unshakable belief in possibil-
ity. Today, we recognize Sept. 1 
as Alberta Day, a chance to cel-
ebrate the people of this great 
province, to reflect on where we 
came from and show pride in all 
we have achieved. It is also a time 
to honour the Indigenous Peo-
ples who cared for the land for 
generations and recognize their 
enduring contributions to Alber-
ta’s identity.

This year, Alberta’s government 
is making Alberta Day a full-day 
celebration of everything that 
makes our province so special. 
From our entrepreneurial spirit 
to our deep-rooted values of grit, 

determination and opportunity 
that continue to shape our fu-
ture. The main festivities kick off 
on Aug. 31 at 11 a.m., coming to 
life at the legislature grounds in 
Edmonton and Heritage Park in 
Calgary. Albertans are invited to 
gather, connect and celebrate 120 
years of history and growth while 
enjoying free cultural dance and 
music performances, kids’ crafts, 
local vendors, food trucks and so 
much more.

“This Alberta Day marks 120 
years since Alberta became a 
province! It will be an unforget-
table day celebrating this major 
milestone, and the people and 
traditions that have shaped this 
amazing province and Alberta’s 
rich history within Canada.”

Tanya Fir, Minister of Arts, Cul-
ture and Status of Women 

In the evening, Alberta’s local 
music talent takes to the stage 
with 12-time Country Music Al-
berta Awards-winning band The 
Prairie States headlining the Ed-
monton show, and CCMA-nom-
inated singer-songwriter Jake 

Mathews headlining in Calgary.
“The Prairie States are incred-

ibly proud to call Alberta home. 
We cannot wait to stand on stage 
and celebrate this beautiful place 
we all call home. We will see ev-
eryone on Aug. 31 at the Legisla-
ture Building.”

The Prairie States, Edmonton 
Headliner 

“I’m thrilled to have the oppor-

tunity to share my songs during 
Alberta Day and celebrate every-
thing that makes this province so 
special.”

Jake Mathews, Calgary Head-
liner 

This fun-filled day will wrap up 
around 9 p.m. in both cities with 
colourful aerial drone shows that 
light up the night sky and tell the 
amazing story of Alberta.



Page 18     CommunityVOICE August 20, 2025



CommunityVOICE     Page 19

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta’s government contin-
ues to invest in more school 
spaces now with the 2025-26 
school year on the horizon.

To support schools in manag-
ing the growing number of stu-
dents, Alberta’s government is 
investing $50 million to add 62 
pre-made classrooms this fall. 
Through previous Budget 2025 
commitments, a total $100 mil-
lion will deliver 109 new mod-
ular classrooms, creating space 
for 2,725 students and relocat-
ing 575 more.

“Alberta’s government is 
moving quickly to build new 
schools and create more 
classroom spaces, so our stu-
dents continue to have room 
to grow and thrive. This ad-
ditional funding for modular 
classrooms will help us get 
much-needed spaces to some 
of our busiest schools, while 
we work as quickly as possible 
to open the doors to more than 
130 school projects underway 
in the province.”

Demetrios Nicolaides, Minis-
ter of Education and Childcare 

“Rocky View Schools wel-
comes these additional mod-
ular classrooms to help ease 
current enrolment pressures 
while we await completion of 
the seven much-needed new 
schools approved in budgets 
2024 and 2025. RVS has expe-
rienced years of unprecedented 
enrolment growth and appreci-
ates the Government of Alber-
ta’s recognition of the urgent 
need for more student spaces 
in our fast-growing commu-
nities. We remain committed 
to working with the govern-
ment to ensure new school and 
modular approvals keep pace 
with student enrolment growth 
across RVS.”

Fiona Gilbert, board chair, 
Rocky View Schools 

Alberta’s government is also 
providing $1 million in plan-
ning funding to advance four 
new charter school projects. 
The funds are being provided 
to New Horizons Charter Acad-
emy, New Humble Community 
School, Suzuki Charter School 
and Thrive Charter School to 
finalize planning details such 
as programming needs and the 
size and type of classrooms 

needed in each school. When 
completed, these new charter 
schools will contribute more 
than 2,400 new or updated stu-
dent spaces.

“The Thrive Charter School 
Society is excited about this 
opportunity to advance efforts 
in addressing opportunity gaps 
for students in Edmonton. This 
investment paves the way to 
serve more students and their 
families with the programming 
and supports necessary to truly 
thrive.”

Michael Hladun, vice-chair, 
Thrive Charter School Society 

Alberta’s government is look-
ing to the future by provid-
ing $610,000 in pre-planning 
funding for 13 potential future 
school projects. Pre-planning 
funding helps school boards 
begin planning for school 
projects they believe will be-
come priorities within the next 
three to five years. Examples of 
pre-planning activities include 
project scoping and communi-
ty engagement and outreach. 
Although it is an important 
first step, pre-planning funding 
does not guarantee a school 
project will be built.

These investments in modu-
lars and school planning are all 
part of the province’s Schools 
Now program, which includes 
a generational investment of 
$8.6 billion to build and up-
date more than 100 schools 
across the province and create 
more classroom spaces now. 
Over seven years, Schools Now 
will create more than 200,000 
student spaces, helping school 
boards manage class sizes 
and bringing learning closer 
to home for more Alberta stu-
dents and families.

August 20, 2025

MORE CLASSROOM SPACES ON THE WAY
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 
or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact 
Ellen 780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-
5361

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 
51 Ave, Stony Plain. Phone 
780-963-4707 or email 
stonyplainseniors@gmail.
com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens 
Hall - Bookings - Tammy 780-
667-4841 (text or phone)

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, 
thinking of a Seasonal 

Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a 
kennel? I will provide tender 
loving care, walks everyday, 
daily drop ins or overnight 
stays welcomed with 
appointments only. 780-920-
4166. Leave message & I will 
phone you back 

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-
951-1076

Help Wanted
driver wanted class 1 or class 
3, call 780-777-0914 Economy 
Asphalt

Cleaning
Ceiling & Wall Cleaning 
*Ceilings Only 20% Off 
*Stipple & California Knock 
Down *Smoke and Odor 
Removal *Refresh your 
Ceilings! Don’t Paint! 
*Seniors Discount 	
Call Nano Clean 780-914-
0323 Edmonton

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI & 
WWII COLLECTABLES. CALL 
JAY @ 780-686-1350
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