
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

Submitted by Devon & Park-
land RCMP

On Dec. 29, 2025, Parkland 

Peace Officers initiated a traf-
fic stop during which the driv-
er fled and eventually collided 
with a tree near the intersec-

tion of Township Road 511 and 
Range Road 270.  Devon RCMP 
attended and were advised 

Continued on Page 4
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PARKLAND RCMP INVESTIGATE 
SERIOUS CRASH CAUSED BY 
IMPAIRED DRIVER IN DEVON

ALBERTA RCMP COMMUNITY RESPONSE 
TEAM AND PARKLAND CRIME 

REDUCTION UNIT RECOVER STOLEN 
VEHICLE AND STOLEN HANDGUN

DEVON & PARKLAND RCMP MAKE 
MULTI-OFFENCE ARREST UPON 

FLIGHT FROM POLICE

Submitted by Parkland RCMP

On Dec. 20 , 2025 at 12:31 
a.m.,  Parkland RCMP received 
a report of a collision on Atha-

basca Avenue in Devon. Upon 
arrival, emergency respond-
ers tended to 5 individuals all 
occupants of one vehicle. In-
vestigation revealed that the 

vehicle lost control striking a 
parked vehicle and a tree. All 
occupants had various levels 
on injury. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta RCMP

The Alberta RCMP’s Community 
Response Team and the Parkland 
RCMP Crime Reduction Unit make 
arrests after locating a stolen vehi-
cle in the area of Parkland County.  
RCMP have recovered;

•A stolen 2005 GMC Sierra; and
•A stolen firearm.
On December 19, 2025, RCMP 

attempted to atop a suspicious 
vehicle in Parkland County. The 
vehicle fled the area. Thanks to 
EPS Air one,  police observed the 
vehicle until a tire deflation device 

was successfully deployed and the 
vehicle occupants were arrested. 
RCMP have charged a 48-year-
old male resident of Busby, Jason 
Pelletier and a 45-year-old female 
resident of Morinville, Danielle 
Sanders with the following:

Continued on Page 2
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Alberta RCMP Community Response 
Team And Parkland Crime Reduction 
Unit Recover Stolen Vehicle And Stolen 
Handgun

Continued from Page 1

•Possession of property obtained 
by crime (x2); 

•Careless use of firearm;
•Unsafe Storage of a firearm;
•Unauthorized possession of a 

restricted firearm;
•Possession of a firearm when 

knowing possession unauthorized; 
•Possession of a firearm in a mo-

tor vehicle;
•Possession of a firearm with 

ammo without licence.
Jason Pelletier was additionally 

charged with five counts of weap-
ons possession contrary to order 
and fail to surrender authorization. 

Jason Pelletier was remanded 
into custody and is to appear in 
Alberta Court of Justice in Evans-
burg on Dec. 22, 2025.  Danielle 
Sanders was released on a release 
order and is to appear at the Alber-
ta Court of Justice in St. Albert on 
Jan. 14, 2026.

Parkland RCMP Investigate Serious Crash 
Caused By Impaired Driver In Devon

Continued from Page 1

Two occupants had seri-
ous life-threatening injuries. 
One was taken by STARS and 
one by ambulance to hospital 
where they remain. 

The driver, a 20-year-old 
Devon resident, was arrested 
and taken to the detachment 

where they provided breath 
samples more than twice the 
legal limit. The driver has 
charges pending for impaired 
driving causing bodily harm.

“Investigations like this are 
yet another reminder of the 
dangers of impaired driving,” 
says Sgt. Rob Gillies of the 
Parkland RCMP, “nearly 25% 

of all fatal collisions have im-
paired driving as a contribut-
ing factor.” 

Alberta RCMP and partners 
are out in full force conducting 
checking stops to keep Alber-
tan’s safe. Be responsible, drive 
sober.  

January 7, 2026
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PARKLAND RCMP EXECUTES SEARCH 
WARRANT IN FRAUD AND IDENTITY 

THEFT INVESTIGATION
Submitted by Parkland 

RCMP

On Dec. 17, 2025, Parkland 
RCMP General Investiga-
tion Section conducted a 

search warrant at a prop-
erty in Spruce Grove. This 
search warrant was a re-
sult of a comprehensive 
investigation into multiple 
frauds and identity thefts. 

Two individuals have been 
arrested and remanded into 
custody. 

Evan Mitchell Balchen 
(37), a resident of Spruce 
Grove; and Rena Linsey 

White (41), a resident of 
Spruce Grove, have been 
charged with the following: 

•Breach of Release Order;
•Fraud Over $5,000;

Continued on Page 9
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Devon & Parkland RCMP Make Multi-Offence 
Arrest Upon Flight From Police
Continued from Page 1

that the driver had ran away 
from the vehicle, shoeless. 

With the assistance of RCMP 
Police Dog Services and Park-
land RCMP, the driver was lo-
cated and arrested.  Police lo-
cated a handgun, 16.4 grams of 
suspected cocaine, 45 suspect-
ed oxy codeine pills and $2,618 
cash on the male. A male pas-
senger of the vehicle was also 

arrested by police.
Passenger; John Salminen, 

(44), a resident of Devon, has 
been charged with the follow-
ing offences: 

•Possess weapon for danger-
ous purpose, 

•Possess restricted firearm/
prohibited weapon with ammo 
without licence/registration, 

•Possess of a prohibited 
weapon when knowing pos-
session is unauthorized,

•And two other offences. 
Driver; Kyle Fox (38), a res-

ident of Edmonton, has been 
charged with the following of-
fences:

•Possess property obtained 
by crime for the purpose of 
trafficking under $5,000,

•Possess weapon for a dan-
gerous purpose, 

•No pursuit involved – flight 
from Police Officer,

•Resist/obstruct Peace Offi-

cer. 
•And 15 other charges. 
John Salminen was remand-

ed with his next court appear-
ance on Jan. 2, 2026 at the 
Alberta Court of Justice in Ed-
monton. 

Kyle Fox was remanded with 
his next court appearance 
on Jan. 7, 2026 at the Alberta 
Court of Justice in St. Albert. 
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Parkland RCMP Executes Search Warrant In Fraud 
And Identity Theft Investigation
Continued from Page 4

•Possess Identity of mul-
tiple victims with intent of 
committing an offence;

•Personate multiple vic-
tims with intent to gain ad-

vantage for him/herself;
•Traffic in multiple credit 

cards in the name of mul-
tiple victims that he knew 
had been obtained by the 
commission of an offence;

•Make a false document;

•Possess a false document;
•Have in possession ca-

pable of making the im-
pression of a stamp or part 
thereof (Bank Stamp);

•Fail to comply with re-
lease order. 

Evan Balchen and Rena 
White have their next court 
appearance on Dec. 22, 
2025, at the Alberta Court of 
Justice in Evansburg.

NEW STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENT - HR SPECIALIST

GROWING ALBERTA’S FRESH FOOD FUTURE

Submitted by GYPSD

Immediate Release: Jan-
uary 5, 2026 - Grande Yel-
lowhead Public School Di-
vision (GYPSD) is pleased to 
announce the appointment 
of Megan Nicklefork as the 
newest Human Resources 
Specialist to join the Divi-
sion’s administrative team. 
She joins the team on Janu-
ary 6, 2026.

Megan is a proud GYPSD 
alumna, having been born 
and raised in Edson and 
graduating from Parkland 
Composite High School. Her 
deep roots in the community 
and her previous experience 

in administrative and sup-
port roles provide her with 
a unique perspective and a 
strong foundation for her 
new responsibilities.

A 2022 graduate of 
NorQuest College, Megan is 
currently further specializ-
ing her skills by pursuing a 
Human Resources Certificate 
through Mount Royal Uni-
versity.

In her new role, Megan will 
be instrumental in support-
ing the Division’s core HR 
functions. Her focus will in-
clude:

• Enhancing Employee Re-
lations: Serving as a key point 
of contact for staff.

• Streamlining Processes: 
Improving administrative 
efficiency to better serve the 
Division.

• Cultivating Culture: Con-
tributing to initiatives that 
foster a positive, inclusive, 
and engaging workplace.

“We are excited to welcome 
Megan to the Division in this 
professional capacity,” said 
Richelle Campbell, Director 
of Human Resources. “Her 
dedication to organizational 
support, combined with her 
enthusiasm and collabora-
tive spirit, makes her a per-
fect fit for our team. We are 
confident her contributions 
will have a lasting positive 

impact on our workplace 
culture.”

Outside of the office, Megan 
is an outdoor enthusiast who 
enjoys taking advantage of 
the local landscape through 
walking, cross-country ski-
ing, and biking.

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

A new program funded by 
the Sustainable Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership will ac-
celerate expansion in Alber-
ta greenhouses and vertical 
farms.

Albertans want to keep their 
hard-earned money in the 
province and support pro-
ducers by choosing locally 
grown, high-quality produce. 
The new three-year, $10-mill-
lion Growing Greenhouses 
program aims to stimulate 
industry growth and provide 
fresh fruit and vegetables to 
Albertans throughout the 
year.

“Everything our ministry 
does is about ensuring Al-
bertans have secure access 
to safe, high-quality food. 

We are continually working 
to build resilience and sus-
tainability into our food pro-
duction systems, increase 
opportunities for producers 
and processors, create jobs 
and feed Albertans. This new 
program will fund technolo-
gies that increase food pro-
duction and improve energy 
efficiency.” 

RJ Sigurdson, Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation 

“Through this investment, 
we’re supporting Alberta’s 
growers and ensuring Cana-
dians have access to fresh, 
locally-grown fruits and veg-
etables on grocery shelves 
year-round. This program 
strengthens local communi-
ties, drives innovation, and 
creates new opportunities for 
agricultural entrepreneurs, 
reinforcing Canada’s food 

system and economy.”
Heath MacDonald, federal 

Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food 

The Growing Greenhous-
es program supports the 
controlled environment ag-
riculture sector with new 
construction or expansion 
improvements to existing 
greenhouses and vertical 
farms that produce food at 
a commercial scale. It also 
aligns with Alberta’s Buy Lo-
cal initiative launched this 
year as consumers will be 
able to purchase more local 
produce all year-round.

The program was created 
in alignment with the needs 
identified by the greenhouse 
sector, with a goal to reduce 
seasonal import reliance en-
tering fall, which increases 
fruit and vegetable prices.

“This program is a 
game-changer for Alberta’s 
greenhouse sector. By in-
vesting in expansion and in-
novation, we can grow more 
fresh produce year-round, 
reduce reliance on imports, 
and strengthen food security 
for Albertans. Our growers 
are ready to meet the demand 
with sustainable, locally 
grown vegetables and fruits, 
and this support ensures we 
can do so while creating new 
jobs and opportunities in 
communities across the prov-
ince. We are very grateful to 
the Governments of Canada 
and Alberta for this invest-
ment in our sector and for 
working collaboratively with 
us.”

Michiel Verheul, president, 
Alberta Greenhouse Growers 
Association
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.com. 
C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-967-
2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-5083, 780-
892-2425

Entwistle Community League 
Hall Rentals, Call Verna Burke 
780-716-2304

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Elmer 587-784-5038 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Paul 621-6148

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall keephillsrentals@
gmail.com (780) 919-6590 
keephillshall.com Contact 
Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmersassocition@
gmail.com, contact: 780-725-
2533

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-
2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, Stanley 
780-712-0371

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-797-
3863

Seba Seniors Centre, May 
Hall, 780-797-3087 or info@
sebaseniors.ca

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info.

Smithfield Community Hall, 
780-717-3714

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-621-
8308

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-727-
3947.

Wabamun Senior Centre w A/C 
Half/Day Rates Available 780-
892-2263 

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-325-2270

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall 
- Bookings - Tammy - text to 
1-780-667-4841 or contact Nancy 
at (780) 325-3873

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 

bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2bdr.Available end of 
December/25 Rent$ 970 dd $500 
Includes, heat, water, parking , 
laundry. Tenant pays power.text 
Ivka at 780 807-1300 or call Elma 
at 780 234-4504

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 360 
acres. 780-916-2333

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350
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