
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

January 28, 2026

WHITECOURT TOWN 
COUNCIL UPDATE

PRIME MINISTER 
CARNEY ANNOUNCES 
NEW MEASURES TO 

MAKE GROCERIES AND 
OTHER ESSENTIALS 

MORE AFFORDABLE FOR 
CANADIANS

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Whitecourt Town Coun-
cil will be hosting the 
2026 Budget Information 
Open House from 3:00pm 
to 6:30pm on Thursday, 
March 5 at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre. The event will 
provide information to the 
public on the interim bud-

get, provide the opportunity 
for ratepayers to comment, 
and allow for two-way 
communication between 
the public and Whitecourt 
Town Council and staff . 
Residents are encouraged 
to attend and share their 
thoughts! Free childmind 
for children 7 and under 
will be provided for fami-
lies attending the event, and 

the Doors Open Youth Pro-
gram will be running from 
3:30pm to 5:30pm for those 
in grades 6-12 to try out. 
Watch for advertisements 
in the coming weeks!

Council has scheduled a 
series of workshops on a 
number of topics, including 
the Intermunicipal Collabo-
ration Framework 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Government 
of Canada

The global landscape is 
rapidly changing, leaving 
economies, businesses, and 
workers under a cloud of 
uncertainty. In response, 
Canada’s new government 
is focused on what we can 
control: building a stronger 
economy to make life more 

affordable for Canadians. 
To that end, we are secur-
ing new trade and invest-
ment partnerships abroad 
and building our strength 
at home – to create good 
career opportunities with 
higher wages for Canadi-
ans.

Our plan is moving Cana-
da’s economy from reliance 
to resilience, though some 

of the biggest long-term 
payoffs of this transforma-
tion will take time to be felt. 
To ensure Canadians have 
the support they need right 
now, the government has 
introduced a series of new 
measures to bring down 
costs – including cutting 
taxes for 22 million Canadi-
ans, supercharging 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Carney Announces 
New Measures To Make Groceries And 
Other Essentials More Affordable For 
Canadians
Continued from Page 1

homebuilding, and pro-
tecting and expanding vital 
social programs.

To build on that progress, 
the Prime Minister, Mark 
Carney, today introduced 
new measures to make gro-
ceries and other essentials 

more affordable. To bring 
down your costs, Canada’s 
new government is:

1.Putting more money 
back in Canadians’ pockets

•The government is in-
troducing the new Cana-
da Groceries and Essen-
tials Benefit – formerly the 
Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) Credit. We are in-
creasing its amount by 25% 
for five years beginning in 
July 2026.

•In addition to that, we are 
providing a one-time pay-
ment, equivalent to a 50% 
increase this year.

oCombined, this 
Continued on Page 3

Whitecourt Town Council Update
Continued from Page 1

and other master plans.
The 2025 Strategic Plan 

Project Status Report has 
been updated, and is avail-
able for download on www.
whitecourt.ca. Council is 
hosting a strategic planning 
session next week, and will 

be defining its priorities and 
areas of focus for the cur-
rent Council term.

Councillor McAree has 
been appointed to serve as 
Deputy Mayor from Feb-
ruary 1 to May 31, 2026 
Members of Council will be 
attending the 2026 Feder-
ation of Canadian Munici-

palities annual conference 
in Edmonton this June.

Members of Council will 
also attend the 2026 Spring 
Municipal Leaders’ Caucus 
hosted by Alberta Munic-
ipalities this March in Ed-
monton.

January 28, 2026
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Prime Minister Carney Announces New Measures 
To Make Groceries And Other Essentials More 
Affordable For Canadians
Continued from Page 2

means that a family of four 
will receive up to $1,890 
this year, and about $1,400 a 
year for the next four years; 
and a single person will re-
ceive up to $950 this year, 
and about $700 a year for 
the next four years.

oThe new Canada Grocer-
ies and Essentials Benefit 
will provide additional, sig-
nificant support for more 
than 12 million Canadians.

2.Tackling food insecuri-
ty, supporting producers, 
and strengthening supply 
chains

•The government is setting 
aside $500 million from the 
Strategic Response Fund to 
help businesses address the 
costs of supply chain dis-
ruptions without passing 
those costs on to Canadians 
at the checkout line.

•For the same purpose, 
the government will create 
a $150 million Food Secu-
rity Fund under the existing 
Regional Tariff Response 
Initiative for small and me-
dium enterprises and the 
organisations that support 
them.

•To lower the cost of food 
production, we are intro-
ducing immediate expens-
ing for greenhouse build-
ings. This allows producers 
to fully write off greenhous-
es acquired on or after No-
vember 4, 2025, and that 
become available for use 
before 2030. This measure 
supports increased domes-
tic supply and investment 
in food production over the 
medium-term.

•To ease immediate pres-
sures with food banks, the 
government is providing 
$20 million to the Local 
Food Infrastructure Fund. 
This supports food banks 

and other national, region-
al, and local organisations 
to deliver more nutritious 
food to families in need.

•To tackle the root causes 
of food insecurity, we are 
developing a National Food 
Security Strategy – one that 
strengthens domestic food 
production and improves 
access to affordable, nutri-

tious food.
•This strategy will also in-

clude measures to imple-
ment unit price labelling 
and support the work of 
the Competition Bureau in 
monitoring and enforcing 
competition in the mar-
ket, including food supply 
chains.

Our government is fo-

cused on building a stron-
ger economy – to create 
more career opportunities 
and higher wages. In par-
allel, we are bringing down 
costs to make life more af-
fordable. That’s how we’ll 
empower more Canadians 
with greater certainty, secu-
rity, and prosperity – now, 
and into the future.
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ALBERTA RCMP ISSUES 998 TICKETS 
OVER THE HOLIDAYS

PARKLAND RCMP & PARKLAND RCMP 
CRIME REDUCTION UNIT ARREST MALE 

FOR FIREARMS OFFENCES

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

From Dec. 24-31, 2025, 
the Alberta RCMP was 
busy conducting enhanced 
traffic safety enforcement 
throughout the province, 
resulting in 998 tickets be-
ing issued. 

Of the 998 tickets issued, 
242 were for speeding, 31 
for distracted driving and 21 
for seatbelt infractions. 

As well, 121 drivers were 
removed from the roads for 
being impaired due to drugs 
and/or alcohol, including 
80 Immediate Roadside 
Sanction (IRS) FAILs and 23 

IRS WARNs. 
Unfortunately, due to 

road-related incidents, 
there were 99 non-fatal in-
jury collisions and six fatal 
collisions, resulting in sev-
en fatalities. 

“We are never happy to 
report fatal motor vehicle 
collisions,” says Sgt. Dar-

rin Turnbull, Alberta RCMP 
Traffic. “Everyone should 
have been able to make it 
home safely for the holi-
days. I encourage everyone 
to look out for each other 
on the roads. If you suspect 
an impaired driver, call 911 
immediately.”  

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP & Parkland RCMP 
Crime Reduction Unit

On Jan. 19, 2026; Parkland 
RCMP received a complaint 
that a male opened his driv-
er’s side door and pointed a 
handgun at a youth pedes-
trian, near Jennifer Heil Rd 

and Tri Leisure Way. Police 
were notified that the sus-
pect vehicle was a white 
GMC truck and that it had 
left the scene. 

Through investigation, 
police were able to locate 
the vehicle at the same area 
where the incident had oc-
curred, a few days later. 

Police approached the ve-
hicle and arrested the male 
without incident. Police 
seized an imitation fire-
arm (a handgun style pellet 
gun) from the driver’s door 
pocket inside the vehicle. 

Dai Suki Ryan Giovanni 
Kootenay, (19), a resident 
of Spruce Grove, has been 

charged with multiple fire-
arms related offences. 

Dai Suki Kootenay was 
taken before a Justice of the 
Peace and release  with his 
next court appearance on 
Feb. 18, 2026 at the Alberta 
Court of Justice in St. Albert.

.
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URBAN AGRICULTURE IS GROWING: 
BEEKEEPING AND HEN KEEPING TAKE 

FLIGHT IN STONY PLAIN
Submitted by Town of Stony 

Plain

The Town of Stony Plain is 
excited to announce residents 
can now apply for urban bee-
keeping and hen keeping li-
cences, bringing a little more 
buzz and cluck to the commu-
nity.

Urban beekeeping and hen 
keeping are permitted under 
the Non-Domestic Animal By-
law approved by Council on 
June 23, 2025, following com-
munity interest and a review 
of best practices from other 
municipalities. The bylaw es-
tablishes clear standards for 
training, mentorship, animal 
care, and community impact 
to support responsible small-
scale urban agriculture.

Expanding urban agriculture 
reflects the Town’s commit-
ment to environmental re-
sponsibility, a key pillar of the 
2025-2028 Strategic Plan. Bee-
keeping and hen keeping are 
also key actions from the Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Strate-
gy, which guides initiatives to 
protect local ecosystems and 
advance long-term sustain-
ability goals.

“We’ve heard from residents 
who are eager to start beekeep-
ing and hen keeping, and I’m 
excited to see their success,” 
says Mayor William Choy. 
“Urban agriculture isn’t just 
about food; it’s about growing 
community. Keeping bees and 
hens helps create a healthier, 
more connected communi-
ty by sharing knowledge, and 
supporting each other through 
sustainable practices.”

Prospective keepers must 
complete relevant training and 
find an experienced mentor for 
at least their first year. Educa-
tion and mentorship ensure 
new keepers are set up for suc-
cess while safeguarding com-
munity interests and animal 
welfare. Applicants are also 
required to notify their neigh-
bours before setting up their 
hives or coops.

Highlights
Beekeeping
· Maximum two hives per 

property
· Hives must meet location 

and care standards
· Keepers must follow best 

practices to support colony 
health and minimize impacts 
on neighbours

Hen keeping
· Minimum of two hens and a 

maximum of six
· Coops must meet size, lo-

cations, cleanliness, and care 
standards

· No roosters
“By setting clear standards, 

the Town is empowering 
residents to act responsi-
bly, respect their neighbours, 
promote animal welfare, 
and strengthen community 
well-being,” says Mayor Choy.

“Urban agriculture opportu-
nities like this spark curiosity 
and inspire lifelong learning,” 
says Evan Joyes, Sustainability 
Planner. “Whether you’re tend-
ing hens or managing hives, 
these activities help people 
learn about pollinators, sus-
tainability, food production, 
and local food systems. It’s a 
rewarding hobby that benefits 
the whole community.”
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HOT STREAK: ALBERTA SETS ALL-TIME 
HOUSING RECORD

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta is building homes fast-
er than ever, shattering housing 
construction records for the sec-
ond year in a row and driving 
down rents.

Alberta is getting shovels in 
the ground and roofs over Al-
bertans’ heads at record pace. 
In 2025, the province delivered 
a second record year for hous-
ing starts, breaking several all-
time records along the way. For 
the first time in Alberta’s history, 
more than 50,000 housing starts 
were reached in a single year, with 
more than 53,000 homes break-
ing ground in the past 12 months 
– 14 per cent higher than the pre-
vious record set in 2024.

Q2 2025 marked the strongest 
quarter for housing construc-
tion in provincial history, with 
more than 17,000 housing starts, 
eclipsing a record set almost 10 
years ago.

“Once again, Alberta is punch-
ing above our weight. Our prov-
ince is shattering housing records 
and building at unprecedented 

rates, keeping pace as more peo-
ple than ever before call our great 
province home.”

Jason Nixon, Minister of Assist-
ed Living and Social Services 

Alberta is setting the pace for 
housing construction in Cana-
da. For the second year in a row, 
the province led the country in 
housing starts per capita. Despite 
making up less than 12 per cent of 
Canada’s population, Alberta built 
almost a quarter of housing starts 
across the country in 2025, and 
more than 80 per cent of all starts 
across the prairies.

These results show the prov-
ince’s plan is working. Alberta is 
slashing red tape through initia-
tives like the Stop Housing De-
lays portal, supporting innovative 
housing strategies and fostering 
an investment-friendly, low-tax 
environment that has incentiv-
ized housing construction prov-
incewide as more people than 
ever before choose to call Alberta 
home. By removing barriers and 
enabling builders, Alberta has ce-
mented its place as a heavyweight 
in the housing world.

“Alberta’s record housing starts 

show what’s possible when bar-
riers are reduced and regula-
tory systems evolve to support 
growth. These conditions have 
especially helped unlock record 
rental construction, easing pres-
sure on renters and strengthening 
long-term affordability.”

Scott Fash, chief executive offi-
cer, BILD Alberta 

Increase in rental builds leads to 
rental asking prices going down

This year also brought good 
news for renters, with rents in 
Alberta decreasing almost dou-
ble the national average. As we 
enter 2025, Alberta’s average ask-
ing rent is about $400 per month 
below the national average, and 
outside of the larger cities, Al-
berta communities made up six 
out of the top 10 most affordable 
small- and mid-size rental mar-
kets in Canada, including taking 
all four of the top spots. Nota-
bly, the number of purpose-built 
rentals being developed in the 
province soared in 2025 to nearly 
20,000 starts – almost triple the 
levels seen a decade ago.

“The work of the provincial gov-
ernment to create a place with 

well-paying jobs, predictable, 
market responsive regulatory 
framework and a focus on red 
tape reduction allows businesses 
like ours to focus on supplying 
housing. The business environ-
ment created by the provincial 
government keeps Maclab here, 
reinvesting in new projects.”

Bill Blais, president and chief 
executive officer, Maclab Devel-
opment Group 

Building affordable housing for 
low-income Albertans

Alberta’s government is com-
mitted to ensuring Albertans with 
low incomes have access to safe, 
stable and affordable housing. 
Alberta’s government is current-
ly providing affordable housing 
to more than 60,000 households 
across the province, including 
rental assistance for more than 
13,000 households. Since the 
launch of the Stronger Founda-
tions 10-year affordable housing 
strategy in 2021, Alberta’s gov-
ernment is almost halfway to 
achieving its goal of supporting 
an additional 25,000 affordable 
households by 2031.
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ALBERTA WORKING TO ELIMINATE 
CERVICAL CANCER: TRANSITION TO 

HPV SCREENING

SWAN HILLS RCMP ON SCENE OF 
SERIOUS MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISION 

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

The cervical screening test is 
now being routinely offered to 
those aged 50 to 69 in Alber-
ta to check for high-risk types 
of the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) that can cause cervical 
cancer.

The cervical screening test is 
the new standard for cervical 
cancer screening in the prov-
ince. Cervical cancer is pre-
ventable and almost always 
caused by HPV. Scientific evi-
dence indicates HPV testing is 
the more effective way to iden-
tify cervical cancer, and many 
provinces and territories are 
already transitioning to this ap-
proach instead of pap tests for 
routine cervical screening.

HPV infections are common 
and usually do not cause symp-
toms, so most people do not 
know they have it. A majority 
of HPV infections are cleared 
by the body. However, certain 
HPV types do not clear and 
can cause cell changes that can 
lead to cervical cancer.

“By testing for high-risk HPV 
types that cause cervical can-
cer, patients who are at risk can 
be identified earlier and more 
accurately,” says Dr. Carolyn 
O’Hara, Interim Chief Labora-
tory Officer, Alberta Precision 
Laboratories. “This change 

strengthens the quality of cer-
vical cancer screening across 
the province and supports 
better outcomes for patients 
through timely, evidence-based 
testing.”

Planning is also underway to 
expand the cervical screening 
test to Albertans ages 25 to 49. 
This group is currently offered 
regular Pap tests, which check 
for abnormal cells in the cer-
vix that can lead to cancer. Pap 
tests are recommended every 
three years, while the cervical 
cancer screening test is recom-
mended every five years. Once 
the new cervical screening test 
has expanded to ages 25 to 49, 
Alberta will no longer offer 
routine Pap tests.

“Whether you’re eligible for a 
Pap test or the cervical screen-
ing test, screening only takes a 
few minutes and can save lives. 
Getting screened regularly is 
the best way to find HPV or 
abnormal cervical cells ear-
ly, before symptoms begin,” 
says Dr. Jack Pang, Medical 
Lead, Alberta Cervical Can-
cer Screening Program. “This 
change reflects strong scientific 
evidence and supports the goal 
of eliminating cervical cancer 
while ensuring Albertans have 
access to high-quality cervical 
screening.”  

This cervical screening test 
was implemented in collabora-

tion between the Government 
of Alberta, Primary Care Alber-
ta and Alberta Precision Labo-
ratories.

“Alberta is proud to lead the 
way in adopting high-risk HPV 
testing as the new standard for 
cervical cancer screening. This 
transition reflects our commit-
ment to evidence-based health-
care and ensures that Albertans 
receive the most accurate and 
timely screening available,” 
Adriana LaGrange, Minister 
of Primary and Preventative 
Health Services. “By identify-
ing those at risk earlier, we are 
taking a significant step toward 
eliminating cervical cancer and 
supporting the lifelong health 
of our communities.”

The cervical screening test is 
done by a healthcare provider 
and only takes a few minutes. A 
sample is collected in the same 
way as a Pap test and sent to 
the lab for testing.

Contact your healthcare pro-
vider’s office or a women’s 
health clinic to book an ap-
pointment to get screened. If 
you do not have a healthcare 
provider, such as a family doc-
tor or nurse practitioner:

•Visit Alberta Find a Doctor, or
•Use the screeningforlife.ca 

locator tool and select “cervi-
cal” as the type of test to find 
screening options near you, or

•Call Health Link at 811.

It’s important to continue to 
get screened, even if:

•You feel healthy and have no 
symptoms of cervical cancer.

•You’ve only had one sexual 
partner.

•You’ve had the human papil-
lomavirus (HPV) vaccine.

•You’ve been through meno-
pause.

•You’re no longer sexually ac-
tive.

January is Cervical Health 
Awareness Month. For more 
information on cervical cancer 
screening, visit screeningfor-
life.ca/cervical.

Primary Care Alberta is a 
made-in-Alberta solution to 
improve access to the primary 
care services Albertans rely on.

By delivering coordinated 
services, Primary Care Alberta 
enables healthcare providers to 
do what they do best -- care for 
Albertans. We meet Albertans 
wherever they live, work, play 
and learn, promoting preven-
tion, supporting lifelong health 
journeys, and serving as a vital 
entry point to a complex net-
work of care.

Together, we are creating a 
future where compassionate, 
timely and effective healthcare 
is available to every Albertan at 
every stage of life.

Submitted by Swan Hills 
RCMP

On Jan. 20, 2026, around 
4:20 p.m., Swan Hills RCMP, 
with assistance from White-
court RCMP and Whitecourt 
RCMP Traffic Unit, respond-
ed to a multi-vehicle colli-
sion on Highway 32 approx-
imately 43 kilometres south 
of Swan Hills, near the Blue 
Ridge Haul Road. In total, 4 
pickups, 2 semi-trucks and 
1 sedan were involved in the 
collision. 

Upon arrival, traffic control 
measures were implement-
ed as the highway was fully 
blocked by vehicles and de-
bris. RCMP, EMS and STARS 
were on scene, helping to ex-
tract several people, includ-
ing a baby in a car seat and 
their mother, from various 
vehicles. Despite life-saving 
efforts by emergency crews, a 
60-year-old male resident of 
Whitecourt, who was driving 
one of the pickups, was pro-
nounced deceased on scene. 
Others involved in the colli-

sion reported a varying de-
gree of injuries, but none were 
life-threatening. The mother 
and baby were transported 
by STARS and are reported to 
be in stable condition. 

An RCMP Collision Ana-
lyst attended the scene and, 
once the investigation was 
complete, the highway was 
cleared of vehicles and de-
bris. The highway has since 
reopened. Though the inves-
tigation is ongoing, initial re-
ports suggest that an initial 
collision between a pickup 

truck and a semi-truck oc-
curred due to sun glare which 
was causing low visibility and 
varying speeds. As the vehi-
cles were attempting to pull 
aside, traffic behind slowed 
down but, once again due to 
sun glare, a semi-truck did 
not note the slowing traffic 
and collided into multiple ve-
hicles.

The Alberta RCMP sends 
their condolences to the 
family and friends of the de-
ceased.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First Insertion 
= $7.00; Subsequent insertion 
= $3.50 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $10.50; 3 insertions = $14.00; 
etc) Each additional word is .25 
cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/line. Ads 
must be paid in advance. No 
Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 
pm. Classified ads may be called 
in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to:  comvoice@telusplanet.net 
Ads may also be placed on the 
web at www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi	 Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, 
contact:780-725-2533
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 967-
4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 727-

4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
Bookings - Tammy 780-667-4841 
(text or phone)

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 

utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 
360 acres. 780-916-2333
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