
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

March 18, 2026

PARKLAND RCMP 
PROACTIVE TRAFFIC STOP 
RESULTS IN DRUG SEIZURE

ALBERTA RCMP WARN THE 
PUBLIC OF SPRING SCAM 

SEASON

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Mar. 12, 2026, Parkland 
RCMP made proactive pa-
trols in Spruce Grove, and 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Campsite Road for a vehicle 
with a male driver to com-
plete a document check. 
Police arrested the indi-
vidual on his outstanding 
warrant and conducted a 
search of the vehicle. 

Police located the follow-

ing: 
•A loaded pistol, 
•An unloaded rifle,
•Ammunition, 
•396.2 grams of cocaine, 
•12.8 grams of crack co-

caine, 
•And 8 grams of metham-

phetamine. 
Michael Andrusiak, (38), a 

resident of Whitecourt, Alta, 
has been charged with the 
following offences: 

•Possession for the pur-
pose of trafficking (co-

caine),
•Possession for the pur-

pose of trafficking (meth), 
•Possession of weapon for 

dangerous purpose (x2),
•Possession of firearm in 

motor vehicle (x2), 
•Unsafe storage of fire-

arms. 
Andrusiak was remand-

ed into custody with his 
next court appearance on 
Mar. 16, 2026 at the Alberta 
Court of Justice in St Albert.

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

The Alberta RCMP is ad-
vising that with the change 
of season comes an in-
crease in certain scams. 
RCMP are already respond-
ing to reports of paving and 
distraction/gold scams. 

Paving scams are very 
common. Contractors 
claim to have leftover ma-
terials from previous jobs 
and offer to pave driveways 

and parking lots at reduced 
pricing. Companies may 
use business names that 
suggest they are affiliated 
with a government road 
maintenance department 
and typically provide false 
addresses or contact infor-
mation. After contractors 
collect payment and disap-
pear from the area, custom-
ers discover the materials 
used are poor quality and 
the work is unprofessional. 
Victims are sometimes left 

unable to contact the scam-
mers and face expensive 
asphalt repairs or in other 
incidents, the contractors 
attempt to intimidate the 
customer into paying after 
the work is completed for 
poor product and services.  

Keep the following tips in 
mind to avoid falling victim 
to a paving scam:

•Ask for names of previ-
ous customers and 

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

verify that they were satis-
fied with the work.

•Research the company 
through the Better Busi-
ness Bureau in Alberta, the 
Consumer Investigations 
Unit, your local Rural Crime 
Watch, or on social media.

•Obtain a written quote 
that includes the full busi-
ness name, address, phone 
number, GST number, as 
well as provincial and mu-
nicipal license numbers, if 
applicable.

•Quotes should specify 
the quantity and quality of 
materials being offered. Be 
skeptical if contractors de-
cline to provide this infor-
mation. 

•Seek estimates from rep-
utable companies to com-
pare costs. 

•Do not agree to a contract 
if you feel pressured or if 
the contractor refuses to 
take “no” for an answer.

•Be leery of unsolicited of-
fers. If it sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is!

•Do not pay for services 
upfront, before the work is 
done. 

Distraction/Gold scams 
mostly occur in retail 
parking lots.  Victim is ap-
proached by a seemingly 
stranded motorist. Scam-
mer claim they need money 
for food, gas, or airfare to get 
home, and offer fake gold 
or jewellery for exchange. 
The scammer often cites 
hardship, such as the recent 
death of a family member, 
or referencing sad-looking 
children in their vehicles 
in order to solicit a sympa-

thetic response from vic-
tims. The scammers will sell 
what turns out to be fake 
jewelry or use distraction 
techniques to remove real 
jewellery from a victim.

Keep the following tips in 
mind to avoid falling victim 
to distraction/gold scams:

•Always remain vigilant
•Secure your valuables.
•Be cautious of strangers 

in your personal space or 
attempting to hug or touch 
you.

•Trust your instincts and 
don’t be afraid to say no or 
yell for help if you feel un-
comfortable.

•Walk away from any 
suspicious person or be-
haviour.

March 18, 2026
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WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE
Submitted by Town of 

Whitecourt

Whitecourt is now accept-
ing nominations to the 2026 
Volunteer Awards Program. 
Tell us who is making a dif-
ference in our community 
by recognizing them with 
a nomination. Nomination 
forms are available at www.
volunteerwhitecourt.ca. 
National Volunteer Week 
is April 19 to 26, 2026, and 
Whitecourt will be recog-
nizing and thanking vol-
unteers from across the 
community for the time and 
energy they contribute to 
our community. Watch for 
information on our web-
site and social media sites 
on events and activities 
planned to celebrate our 
volunteers.

Whitecourt will be a spon-
sor of the Alberta Cham-

ber of Commerce Annual 
General Meeting that is 
scheduled for May 27 and 
28 in Whitecourt, and is 
also exploring partnership 
opportunities with Wood-
lands County for the event. 
The event will increase 
awareness of Whitecourt 
with business leaders, pol-
icy-makers, and Chamber 
representatives from across 
Alberta.

Whitecourt has allocat-
ed $3,500 under the Sports 
Hosting Program to the 
Whitecourt Minor Hock-
ey Association to host the 
U13 Provincial Champion-
ship event this month. The 
Sports Hosting Program 
provides an opportunity 
for the municipality and 
sport community to work 
together to maximize the 
economic and community 
benefits derived from host-

ing provincial sport events.
Whitecourt Town Council 

has approved an application 
for a seasonal eating and 
drinking establishment (ice 
cream stand) at 5115 High-
way 43 (Brooke’s Creek).

The Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Commerce will 
be hosting a series of Night-
time Farmers Markets over 
the spring and summer 
in downtown Whitecourt. 
Temporary street closures 
have been approved along 
51 Avenue and 50 Street to 
accommodate the events.

Follow the Whitecourt & 
District Chamber of Com-
merce Facebook page for 
details.

The Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Commerce will 
be hosting the annual Car-
nival in downtown White-
court May 8-10, 2026.

Temporary street clo-

sures from May 5-11 in the 
downtown area have been 
approved to accommodate 
the event. Watch for further 
information on the Carnival 
on the Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce 
Facebook page.

Whitecourt has approved 
a Municipal Access Agree-
ment with Slave Lake Com-
munications Ltd. (operating 
as Whitecourt Communica-
tions) for non-exclusive use 
of the municipal right of 
ways to construct and op-
erate a fibre optic network 
in the area immediately 
surrounding Whitecourt. 
This agreement will allow 
the company to install fi-
bre to serve residents in 
surrounding Woodlands 
County.
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IS IT TIME FOR YOUR MAMMOGRAM?
Submitted by AHS

Screen Test is coming to 
Stony Plain March 27 to 31, 
2026 and Enoch Cree Na-
tion April 1, 2026

Screen Test is a free ser-
vice provided by Prima-
ry Care Alberta that offers 
screening mammograms. 
Our mobile screening units 

travel to 120 communities 
throughout Alberta to pro-
vide convenient access to 
breast cancer screening.

Having regular screening 
mammograms is the best 
way to find breast cancer 
early, before symptoms ap-
pear and when treatment 
may work better.

Who should have a 

screening mammogram?
If you’re 45 to 74, you 

don’t need a referral to 
have a mammogram. Make 
screening part of your reg-
ular health routine. Plan to 
have a mammogram every 
2 years or as decided by you 
and your healthcare pro-
vider. 

If you’re 40 to 44 or over 
75, discuss the risks and 
benefits of screening with 
your healthcare provider. 
You will need a referral if 
you’re 40 to 44 and it’s your 
first mammogram, or if 
you’re over 75.

Call toll-free to book an 
appointment: 1-800-667-
0604 

Breast density scores 
are now included in your 
Screen Test result letter

Breast density is the 
amount of dense tissue 
compared to the amount of 

fat in a person’s breasts. It 
can be harder to find cancer 
in dense breasts because 
this tissue appears white on 
a mammogram, the same 
colour as many kinds of 
breast cancer. It’s common 
to have dense breast tissue.

Dense breasts are only 
one of many risk factors for 
breast cancer. Other fac-
tors, such as age and genet-
ics, have a bigger impact on 
your overall risk. You can’t 
tell how dense your breasts 
are by size, look or feel. The 
only way to find out is by 
having a mammogram.  

Talk to your healthcare 
provider about your breast 
density score and your per-
sonal risk of breast cancer. 

For more information on 
Screen Test and breast can-
cer screening, visit screen-
ingforlife.ca/breast
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BUILDING HOMES FOR ALBERTA SENIORS
Submitted by Government 

of Alberta

Alberta’s government is 
committing more than $200 
million to build and upgrade 
seniors housing across the 
province.

As Alberta’s seniors popu-
lation grows at an unprece-
dented pace, Alberta’s gov-
ernment is investing record 
amounts to support seniors 
and ensure the province’s 
seniors housing stock grows 
along with it. Alberta’s gov-
ernment created the Seniors 
Lodge Modernization Pro-
gram and is committing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to 
build new seniors lodges and 
upgrade existing ones, ensur-
ing Alberta seniors can age 
with dignity in the communi-
ties they’ve helped build.

“Seniors have made enor-
mous contributions to the 
communities we live in today, 

and they deserve housing 
that reflects that. By invest-
ing more than $200 million 
to modernize and expand 
seniors lodges, Alberta’s gov-
ernment is helping ensure 
seniors can continue living in 
the communities they helped 
build, with the comfort, dig-
nity and support they de-
serve.”

Jason Nixon, Minister of 
Assisted Living and Social 
Services 

If passed, Budget 2026 
would commit $150 million 
over the next three years for 
the Seniors Lodge Modern-
ization Program. This is in 
addition to the almost $54 
million already allocated to 
six projects across the prov-
ince – all of which are in 
small communities across 
Alberta. This total more than 
$200-million commitment 
would support more than 
1,000 units for seniors across 

the province.
“ASCHA appreciates the 

Government of Alberta’s 
investment in the Seniors 
Lodge Program. Moderniz-
ing lodge infrastructure will 
help ensure seniors continue 
to have community environ-
ments that improve well-be-
ing and support seniors to 
maintain their independence 
in a home setting.”

James Nibourg, president, 
Alberta Seniors & Commu-
nity Housing Association 
(ASCHA) 

The Seniors Lodge Program 
is unique to Alberta and is the 
province’s oldest social hous-
ing program. There are cur-
rently about 11,000 seniors 
lodge units across the prov-
ince, which serve as import-
ant community hubs – espe-
cially in rural communities. 
The Seniors Lodge Modern-
ization Program brings to-
gether partners from public 
and non-profit organizations 

to provide comfortable, sup-
portive housing for seniors 
in the communities where it’s 
most needed.

“Affordable housing for se-
niors is more important than 
ever. The Government of Al-
berta’s continued support 
helps us provide more af-
fordable options for residents 
and improve the quality of 
life for seniors. This funding 
supports the development 
of a new 102-unit subsidized 
seniors supportive lodge in 
Spruce Grove, a first of its 
kind in the city.”

Lori-Anne St. Arnault, CEO, 
Meridian Housing Founda-
tion 

The next intake for Seniors 
Lodge Modernization Pro-
gram applications is expect-
ed to open in fall 2026.

Budget 2026 focuses on 
what matters, makes disci-
plined choices and takes de-
cisive action.



Page 6     CommunityVOICE March 18, 2026



CommunityVOICE     Page 7March 18, 2026



Page 8     CommunityVOICE March 18, 2026



CommunityVOICE     Page 9March 18, 2026

ALBERTANS HELP SHAPE DISABILITY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta’s government contin-
ues to make progress on the 
Alberta Disability Assistance 
Program, thoughtfully design-
ing the program based on feed-
back from Albertans.

Albertans with disabilities 
and the organizations that 
support them have consistent-
ly called for social services that 
better reflect the diverse needs, 
abilities and goals of people 
living with disabilities. Many 
have also highlighted the im-
portance of creating opportu-
nities for individuals who are 
able to pursue employment 
while still receiving the sup-
ports they rely on.

In response, Alberta’s gov-
ernment announced in Feb-
ruary 2025 that it would de-
velop the Alberta Disability 
Assistance Program (ADAP). 
Offered in addition to the As-
sured Income for the Severely 

Handicapped (AISH) program, 
ADAP will empower Alber-
tans with disabilities to pursue 
meaningful employment while 
continuing to receive the sup-
ports they need.

“I want to thank each Alber-
tan who took the time to par-
ticipate in the engagement and 
provide feedback on the new 
Alberta Disability Assistance 
Program – your feedback is 
directly helping to shape this 
program, and helping ensure 
we get this right for our friends 
and neighbours who will rely 
on it.”Jason Nixon, Minister of 
Assisted Living and Social Ser-
vices 

ADAP is being thoughtfully 
designed, based on the input of 
Albertans with disabilities. As 
the Ministry of Assisted Living 
and Social Services reviews the 
feedback provided by Alber-
tans, some key decisions have 
been made, informed by the 
engagement:

1.Increasing the employment 

income exemption for single 
clients on ADAP to $700 per 
month: 

oThis means individuals on 
ADAP will be able to earn up to 
$700 per month before it be-
gins to affect financial benefits.

oAlbertans on ADAP will be 
able to earn more than $45,000 
in employment income while 
continuing to receive finan-
cial benefits. This will be the 
highest limit for employment 
income while receiving finan-
cial benefits of any comparable 
disability income assistance 
program in Canada.

oAlbertans on ADAP will 
continue to receive the health 
benefits they need, regardless 
of employment income.

oDetailed calculations for 
ADAP employment income 
exemptions will be set out in 
a ministerial order later this 
spring.

2.Current AISH clients who 
meet one or more of the be-
low criteria will automatically 

remain on AISH, unless they 
choose to transition to ADAP 
to benefit from ADAP’s higher 
employment income exemp-
tions: 

oindividuals with a severe 
and profound developmen-
tal disability, and/or who are 
deemed eligible for or are re-
ceiving Persons with Develop-
mental Disabilities services 

oindividuals with palliative 
or terminal medical conditions

oindividuals living in con-
tinuing care homes

oindividuals 60 years of age 
or older

3.Alberta’s government will 
cover the cost of one medical 
assessment for current AISH 
clients who transition to ADAP 
July 1, and later choose to be 
reassessed for AISH. 

oThis support is not 
time-limited and will be avail-
able whenever clients choose 
to access it.
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ELECTIONS ALBERTA ADDRESSES 
PETITION CANVASSER CONDUCT, 

HARASSMENT, AND MISINFORMATION
Submitted by Government of 

Alberta

Since the first citizen initia-
tive petition was approved on 
June 30, 2025, Elections Alber-
ta has observed and addressed 
significant misinformation 
about recall and citizen initia-
tive petition processes, legis-
lation, and campaign and can-
vassers’ requirements. 

Over the same period, Elec-
tions Alberta has received 
canvasser harassment reports 
from nearly every recall and 
citizen initiative petition cam-
paign. While these concerns 
have been present over the last 
eight months and addressed 
on our social media channels 
and website, the marked in-
crease in recent weeks, along 
with increasingly inflamma-
tory actions and online com-
mentary, compels our Office 
to address the following topics 
again.

Canvassers conduct
All petition campaigns are 

advised of both Elections Al-
berta’s and their own role, 
responsibilities, and require-
ments in detail as their cam-
paigns begin. During their 
campaign, Elections Alberta 
makes every effort to advise 
them of reported conduct that 
may not align with the re-
quirements so that they may 
correct their or their repre-
sentatives’ conduct. The Recall 
Regulation and Citizen Ini-
tiative Regulation set out the 
conduct and duties of petition 
canvassers, supplemented by 
the Canvasser Code of Con-
duct and direction by the Chief 
Electoral Officer. These are ap-
plied equally and consistently 
to all petition campaigns and 
canvassers.

Registered canvassers rep-
resent the citizen initiative 
proponent or recall petition 
applicant for whom they are 

canvassing only. They do not 
represent Elections Alberta 
and may not represent them-
selves as Elections Alberta in 
any way, including verbally, in 
advertising, or on signage. Ver-
ifiable instances of canvassers 
not complying with this, or any 
other requirement of the rele-
vant Act or Canvasser Code of 
Conduct, should be reported 
to Elections Alberta.

Harassment of canvassers
As noted above, nearly every 

petition campaign has report-
ed instances of canvasser ha-
rassment, including abusive, 
derisive, threatening, insulting, 
offensive or provocative state-
ments, gestures, or actions.

Any canvasser who experi-
ences harassment or feels un-
safe should contact local law 
enforcement. Elections Alber-
ta cannot assist in these mat-
ters. There are no provisions 
or penalties under the Recall 
Act or Citizen Initiative Act 
related to harassment of can-
vassers and neither the Ref-
erendum Act nor the Election 
Act provisions apply; petition 
campaigns are not elections, 
votes, or referendums.

To be very clear, Elections Al-
berta does not condone these 
behaviours in any way nor is 
this behaviour unique to any 
one group or political posi-
tion. We urge all Albertans to 
conduct themselves in a civil 
and respectful manner when 
engaging with their fellow Al-
bertans in person or online, 
particularly as it relates to 
electoral processes and events.

Rights of access
There are no provisions un-

der the Citizen Initiative Act 
or Recall Act requiring public 
or private facilities, landlords, 
businesses, or organizations 
to provide access or space to 
petition canvassers or cam-
paign events. Permission must 
be obtained from the property 

manager, local government, 
or business owner, or other 
individual responsible for the 
property, and campaigns and 
canvassers must comply with 
the facility’s or organization’s 
processes and rules.

Misinformation
Elections Alberta is an inde-

pendent, non-partisan office 
of the Legislative Assembly of 
Alberta responsible for admin-
istering provincial elections, 
by-elections, and referen-
dums. We administer elector-
al processes as set out in the 
relevant legislation and ensure 
compliance with legislation. 
We are the source of credible, 
accurate information about 
electoral processes in Alberta.

Elections Alberta actively 
monitors media and debunks 
misinformation on our so-
cial media channels regularly. 
Albertans are encouraged to 
visit our social media chan-
nels and website for accurate, 
non-AI-generated information 
related to electoral processes 
and events in Alberta.

The following addresses 
some of the most persistent 
misinformation and disinfor-
mation:

•	 All citizen initiative 
and recall petitions have been 
conducted according to the 
relevant legislation in force at 
the time. Several amendments 
have been made to this legis-
lation since July 4, 2025, add-
ing or removing requirements. 
This in no way suggests cam-
paigns and verifications con-
ducted before those changes 
were enacted are less accurate 
or credible.

•	 No fraud has been 
reported or detected during 
any petition verification pro-
cess.

•	 The petition valida-
tion, count, and verification 
processes are consistently 
applied by Elections Alberta 

and reflect the requirements 
of the relevant legislation. 
This includes reviewing every 
signature on every sheet and 
contacting a statistically valid 
random sampling of electors 
who signed petition sheets to 
verify their information.

•	 Our Office and staff 
are not involved in and do not 
attend canvassing or events 
supporting or opposing any 
petition campaign.

•	 Elections Alberta 
does not endorse or sanction 
petitions, campaigns or their 
activities, nor canvassers or 
their activities during the can-
vassing period.

•	 Petition proponents 
and applicants are responsi-
ble for sending canvasser ap-
plications to Elections Alberta 
for registration and process-
ing canvasser ID. Elections 
Alberta sends out approved 
canvasser ID within 3 business 
days of receipt of complete 
applications from proponents 
via Canada Post Xpresspost. If 
canvassers have not received 
their ID in a timely manner, 
they should contact the pro-
ponent to determine the status 
of their application.

•	 Proponents/appli-
cants are sent the approved 
official signature sheet tem-
plate at the beginning of their 
campaign and are responsible 
for providing canvassers with 
the approved petition signa-
ture sheets.

•	 Proponents and ap-
plicants are solely responsible 
for answering canvassers’ and 
the public’s questions about 
their campaign during the 
canvassing period.

•	 Canvassers provid-
ing refreshments or entertain-
ment is not an inducement 
unless they require individuals 
to sign a petition to receive the 
refreshment or entertainment.



CommunityVOICE     Page 11March 18, 2026



Page 12     CommunityVOICE March 18, 2026

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi	 Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@

gmail.com, 
contact:780-725-2533
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 780-
967-5338.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 

Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
TEXT Booking requests to Russ 
@ 780-864-7781

Whitecourt Senior’s Circle Hall 
780-778-4950

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

Seniors only! 2 bdroom Mobile 
home on acreage in town limits 
of Stony Plain. $1500 per month 
includes Utilities. Phone Gord @ 
780-913-2430

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 

Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Seed Oats, 98 % germination, 
Fusarium tested, No wild 
oats, Glyphosate free, 
greenfeed/silage & milling 
varieties, Can deliver On farm 
scale, jamesbeniuk@gmail.
com. Woodland Lumber 780-
621-2229

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 360 
acres. 780-916-2333

Employment
Opportunities

LOCAL DRIVER NEEDED!! 
Community Voice is looking 
for local newspaper delivery 
drivers. Every Wednesday. 
Must have own vehicle. Must 
be LOCAL! Call 780-962-9228 
for more information.
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