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Submitted by Alberta
RCMP

On May 28, 2026, the
Government of Alberta an-
nounced it was providing 8
million dollars in additional
funds to law enforcement
in Alberta to combat orga-
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RURAL ORGANIZED CRIME
TEAM ARREST MALE ON
WARRANTS

nized crime. The Alberta
RCMP received 2 million in
additional funding which
has supported the creation
of the Alberta Rural Orga-
nized Crime Team (ROCT)
which is having an impact
in Alberta communities ev-
ery day.

On June 12, 2026, the Al-
berta RCMP Rural Orga-
nized Crime Team (ROCT)
arrested a male on out-
standing warrants and con-
cluded an ongoing investi-
gation.

With the assistance of

Continued on Page 2

INVESTING IN EARLIER
CANCER DETECTION

Submitted by Government
of Alberta

Applications are now
open for the next round of
the Cancer Research for
Screening and Prevention
grant.

Alberta’s government is

taking action in the fight
against cancer by fund-
ing research that improves
prevention, screening and
early detection across Al-
berta. Through the Cancer
Research for Screening and
Prevention (CRSP) grant,
Alberta-led projects can

receive up to $1 million to
address gaps in cancer care
and strengthen prevention
and treatment across the
province.

“Cancer affects almost ev-
ery family in Alberta, with
about one in two

Continued on Page 3

EXPANDING HANDS-ON
AGRICULTURAL TRAINING

Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Alberta’s government is in-
vesting more than $7 million
to expand hands-on training,
helping students build careers
close to home.

Rural communities thrive
when students can learn, train

and work in communities
where they live.

That’s why Alberta’s govern-
ment is investing more than
$7 million in 2026-27 to ex-
pand and modernize training
at Lakeland College, ensuring
post-secondary infrastructure
keeps pace with growing re-
gional workforce demand.

Funding will support up-
grades and expansion of the
beef yard, along with the relo-
cation of horse pen facilities at
the Vermilion campus. These
improvements will expand
training capacity, modernize
learning spaces, and strength-
en the connection

Continued on Page 3
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Rural Organized Crime Team Arrest

M‘m Male On Warrants
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(Zone 18& 2) AND the Alberta RCMP Emer
BIWEEKLY (Zone 3) gency Response Team
(ERT), Maskwacis RCMP,

Wetaskiwin RCMP, Alber-

ta RCMP Air Services, and

Box 3595 the Alberta RCMP K Divi-
Spruce Grove, AB  ion Police Dog Services
T7X 3A8 (PDS), ROCT identified the

location and whereabouts
of a male suspect wanted
on outstanding warrants
for multiple offences from
multiple jurisdictions.
ROCT attended a resi-
dence in Maskwacis, and
with the assistance of ERT
and PDS, 29-year-old Nich-
olas Morin, a resident of
Maskwacis, was located and
arrested without incident.
Morin was arrested for
outstanding warrants out of
Wetaskiwin and Edmonton.
The Wetaskiwin warrants
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Sam walks into his boss's office and says
"sir, 'l be straight with you, | know the economy isn't great,
but | have over thrée companies after mee, and | would like to
respectiully ask for a ralsa”

After a few minutes of haggling the boss finally agrees toa
5% raise, and Sam happily gets up o leave, "By the way,” asks
the boss,

"Which three companies are after you?”
“The electric company, water company,

and phone company!”

originated from a 2024
Maskwacis RCMP inves-
tigation. Morin is charged

with the following:

. Assault causing
bodily harm;

. Uttering threats to
cause death or bodily harm
(x2);

. Mischief;

. Forcible confine-
ment;

. Assault with a
weapon;

. Assaulting a peace
officer;

. Aggravated as-
sault;

. Fail to comply with
arelease order (x3);

. Obstructing a
peace officer (x2);

. Fail to Attend
Court;

. Disobeying a court
order (x2).

As a result of the inves-

tigation  conducted by
ROCT, Morin is additionally
charged with:

. Obstructing a

peace officer.

Morin was held for a Ju-
dicial Interim Release (JIR)
hearing and was remand-
ed into custody. Morin is
scheduled to appear in the
Alberta Court of Justice in
Wetaskiwin at 9:30 a.m. on
July 2,2026.

Morin was also arrested
for outstanding warrants
out of Edmonton, in rela-
tion to an Edmonton Police
Service (EPS) investigation
from Jan. 2026.
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Investing_; In Earlier Cancer Detection
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Continued from Page 1

Albertans expected to de-
velop cancer in their life-
time. Early screening and
diagnosis saves lives, im-
proves outcomes and gives
Albertans more time with
their loved ones. That is why
we are investing in research
that helps more Albertans
access screening, reduce
their cancer risk and get the

care they need sooner.”

Justin Wright, Minister of
Primary and Preventative
Health Services

The CRSP grant focuses
on expanding access to ser-
vices for Albertans who face
barriers to care, including
those in rural and remote
communities, First Nations
and Métis communities,
and youth, where limit-
ed access to screening can

increase the risk of a later
diagnosis and fewer treat-
ment options.

Since launching in 2022,
the CRSP grant program
has awarded $12.6 mil-
lion to support 18 projects
that are improving cancer
prevention and screening
across Alberta. These proj-
ects are helping break down
barriers to care and con-
nect more Albertans with

screening services, particu-
larly in communities where
access can be more chal-
lenging.

Applications for the CRSP
grant are open until July 24.
Proposals will be reviewed
by a national panel of can-
cer experts, health system
leaders and patients.

Expanding Hands-On Agricultural Training

Continued from Page 1

between students, employ-
ers and the rural communities
they support.

“Institutions like Lakeland
College keep rural commu-
nities strong by connecting
Albertans to education and
careers close to home. This
investment strengthens those
institutions, expands modern
training spaces and builds Al-
berta’s workforce.”

Myles McDougall, Minister of
Advanced Education

The project will enhance ani-
mal welfare and student learn-
ing. Originally built for 60 stu-
dents and 100 cows, the beef
yard now supports more than
80 students and 220 cows. Up-
grades will bring facilities in
line with current demand while
supporting future growth. The
horse pen relocation will re-
place aging infrastructure
with modern, purpose-built

valleyconcrete.ca

“SERVING SURROUNDING AREAS™
READY MIX CONCRETE

spaces designed to improve
animal care, enhance safety
and strengthen the quality of
hands-on training.

“Alberta’s agriculture sec-
tor depends on skilled people,
strong producers, and practical
training that reflects the reali-
ties of modern agriculture. This
investment will help Lakeland
College continue preparing
students for rewarding careers
while supporting innovation
and long-term strength in ru-
ral Alberta.”

Tara Sawyer, Minister of Agri-
culture and Irrigation

This investment will also
strengthen Lakeland College’s
hands-on, student-managed
learning approach and expand
applied research that benefits
producers and the broader
livestock sector.

“We are grateful to the Gov-
ernment of Alberta for its con-
tinued investment in Lakeland
College and its commitment
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to strengthening the future of
agriculture in our province.
This support is instrumental
in advancing the revitalization
of our student-managed farm
lab, including critical upgrades
to our beef yard facilities and
the relocation of our horse
pens, ensuring our immersive
learning environments reflect
the needs of today’s industry.
These investments will en-

hance the hands-on experi-
ences that set Lakeland apart,
equipping students with the
skills, knowledge and con-
fidence to lead the future of
agriculture while supporting
innovation and growth across
Alberta’s ag sector.”

Alice Wainright-Stewart,
president and CEO Lakeland
College
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE THIS SUMMER

Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Alberta’s government launch-
es the 2026 summer museum
and heritage site season with
new and exciting visitor expe-
riences across the province.

On May 16, Alberta’s nine sea-
sonal museums and historic
sites will once again welcome
visitors for a summer of explo-
ration, learning and discovery.

From science and storytell-
ing to Indigenous and franco-
phone cultural experiences,
together, Alberta’s 21 provincial
museums and historic sites of-
fer affordable, educational and
unforgettable experiences that
inspire curiosity and connec-
tion.

“Our provincial heritage
sites and museums share Al-
berta’s history with the world.
This summer, we are ready to
welcome more visitors from
across Alberta, Canada and the
world to explore the people,
places and stories that shaped
our province.”

Tanya Fir, Minister of Arts,
Culture and Status of Women

Through Budget 2026, Alber-
ta’s government is investing
more than $55 million to sup-
port these world-class spaces
that bring the province’s histo-
ry, culture and heritage to life.
Last year, provincial heritage
sites welcomed almost one
million visitors, and this in-
vestment will support new and
updated exhibits that continue
driving Alberta’s economy by
attracting more local and out-
of-province tourists.

“Alberta’s heritage sites and
museums share the people,
cultures and experiences that
define our province. Through
this significant investment, we
are creating new opportuni-

e
211

ties for visitors to explore and
learn about our province, while
creating jobs, strengthening
communities and getting us
closer to our goal of growing
the visitor economy to $25 bil-
lion by 2035.”

Andrew Boitchenko, Minister
of Tourism and Sport

This summer also marks
the reopening of Alberta’s
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Village following extensive re-
covery efforts after last year’s
devastating fire. Beginning
May 16, visitors will once again
be able to experience the Vil-
lage’s immersive living-history
programming and celebrate
Alberta’s strong Ukrainian her-
itage.

“Every museum and historic
site has a story to tell. Whether
you are standing beside dino-
saur fossils, exploring Indige-
nous history or learning about
fur trade and settlement histo-
ry, these places bring Alberta’s
past to life. Thank you to ev-
eryone who helps keep these
stories alive for future gener-
ations.”

David Makowsky, director,
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Village

“The Friends of the Ukrainian
Village Society is thrilled that
the Ukrainian Village will re-
open to share our beautiful
heritage with the public again.
We look forward to resuming
our programs and services,
such as the Historical Chil-
dren’s Program Summer Day
Camp. The community’s gen-
erosity and support enabled
us to be in a position to thrive
again.”

Gail  Fenton, president,
Friends of the Ukrainian Vil-
lage Society

Alberta’s  government s
proud to support and preserve

Know Your Options

these cultural landmarks so
that families, communities and
visitors can continue to cele-
brate Alberta’s incredible lega-
cy for generations to come.

This summer heritage season
marks exciting developments
across Alberta’s historic sites
and museums. Here is a sam-
ple of what is happening:

Discover hands-on
heritage experiences across
Alberta

From Social Saturdays at
Historic Dunvegan to activi-
ty days at Rutherford House
and themed weekends at
Fort George and Bucking-
ham House, visitors can enjoy
crafts, games, fur trade expe-
riences and more throughout
the summer.

Enjoy family-friendly
activities all summer long

From Victoria Settlement’s
interactive experiences to pro-
gramming across provincial
sites, visitors can explore Al-
berta’s history through engag-
ing, hands-on activities for all
ages.

Celebrate  culture,
history and community tradi-
tions

Take part in Canada Day at
Father Lacombe Chapel, Na-
tional Indigenous Peoples Day
at Head-Smashed-In Buffalo
Jump and seasonal events at
Stephansson House, featuring
poetry, music and heritage-in-
spired programming.

Explore Alberta’s en-
ergy and innovation history

Visit Turner Valley Gas Plant
to discover the birthplace of
Alberta’s petroleum industry,
now featuring expanded tours
including the 1952 Sulphur
Plant.

Discover  archives
and stories from Alberta’s past

The Provincial Archives of

Contact 211 Alberta

Find mental health, addiction

and community supports.

Free. Confidential. Available 24/7.

Alberta will offer facility tours
during the Edmonton and
District Historic Festival and
Doors Open Edmonton in July,
providing a behind-the-scenes
look at Alberta’s documentary
heritage.

Experience  living
history at Head-Smashed-In
Buffalo Jump

Visit this UNESCO World
Heritage Site to mark Nation-
al Indigenous Peoples Day on
June 21 and enjoy drumming
and dancing performances
every Wednesday in July and
August. New this summer:
outdoor interpretive elements,
including Rock That Ran, con-
necting Blackfoot storytelling
and geology, as well as new
World Heritage interpretive
panels.

Track history at the
Reynolds Museum

Continue exploring Mak-
ing Tracks: Crawlers, Tractors
& Snowmobiles for a second
season and get hands-on with
historic machines and sci-
ence-based activities. Visitors
can also enjoy the 28th Annual
Car Show on July 11 and ex-
perience Demo Days: Tracked
Vehicles at Work, where ma-
chines come to life in action.

Explore life, loss and
discovery at the Royal Alberta
Museum

Discover Death: Life’s Great-
est Mystery, on display until
Sept. 7, and explore Chez nous:
la francophonie de I'Alberta,
open through May 9, 2027. To-
gether, these exhibitions offer
immersive experiences that
connect science, culture and
storytelling, with highlights
including interactive displays,
rare objects and engaging mul-
timedia elements.

Learn more at ab.211.ca

RECOVERY
MODEL
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NON-SURGICAL WEIGHT LOSS OPTION
NOW AVAILABLE IN ALBERTA

Submitted by AHS

Albertans now have access
to non-surgical treatment
for obesity — a minimally
invasive weight-loss proce-
dure performed by bariatric
surgery and gastroenterolo-
gy teams at the Royal Alex-
andra Hospital.

Endoscopic sleeve gas-
troplasty (ESG) reduces the
stomach size by suturing it
internally. The surgical team
inserts a thin flexible tube
with a camera down the
mouth to reach the stomach.
They then use tools throuﬁh
the endoscope to stitch the
stomach from the inside to
reduce the size of the or-
gan. The procedure typically
takes about 90 minutes.

“This procedure is a sig-
nificant advancement in the
field of weight-loss surgery,
especially for patients who
don’t qualify for traditional
bariatric surgery or prefer a
less invasive option,” says

Dr. Noah Switzer, upper
gastrointestinal and bariat-
ric surgeon. “Rather than

having a complex surgery
requiring extensive recov-
ery, patients have access to
technology that requires no
cuts or incisions that allows
them to go home the same or
next day.”

For years, Mary-Ann
Thurber felt hesitant about
the risks associated with
bariatric surgery as a long-
term weight management
treatment. The 65-year-old
patient in the Edmonton
Adult Bariatric Specialty
Surgery Clinic at the hospi-
tal found short-term success
with appetite suppression
medication. She was offered
the new procedure as an al-
ternative treatment option.

“Since having the proce-
dure in February, [ am sleep-
ing better, | have more ener-
gy and ultimately feel better
equipped and motivated to
manage my weight without
the help of appetite sup-
pression medication,” says
Thurber. “I'm so grateful this
option was available for me
in Edmonton.”

Like bariatric surgery, the
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new procedure makes pa-
tients feel full with less food,
leading to weight loss and
improvement in weight-re-
lated conditions such as di-
abetes, high blood pressure
and sleep apnea.

“Unlike a laparoscopic
sleeve gastrectomy, where
upwards of 80 per cent of
the stomach is removed, ESG
uses an endoscopic sutur-
ing device to fold and stitch
the stomach tissue into a
smaller shape, keeping the
entire organ in place,” says
Dr. Kirles Bishay, gastroen-
teroloEist at the hospital.
“Thanks to new technology,
we can reduce the size of
the stomach without remov-
ing any part of the stomach,
meaning ESG patients have
a lower risk of surgery and
quicker recovery.”

Thurber stopped taking
her appetite suppression
medication shortly before
the ESG procedure and is
expected to continue to see
some weight loss post-pro-
cedure, without the ongoing
support of medication.

In the past five years, more
patients are finding success
with weight management
with the increase of gluca-
gon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1)
prescribed medications on
the market; however, stop-
ping the medication can of-
ten lead to weight regain.

“There are benefits and
risks associated with any
medication,” says Dr. Swit-
zer. “ESG should help get
patients off lifetime weight
management medication
and give them a sustainable
tool to achieve better health
and weight outcomes.”

The endoscopic device,
which allows surgeons to
suture the stomach from
the inside, was approved by
Health Canada in February
2024. The endoscopic proce-
dure is jointly performed by
a surgeon and gastroenter-
ologist through the Edmon-
ton Adult Bariatric Specialty
Surgery Clinic at the Royal
Alex, which is the only facil-
ity in Alberta where the pro-
cedure is performed. Since
first performing the proce-
dure in December, the team
has completed eight proce-
dures, making the Royal Alex
now home to the largest ESG
program in Western Canada.

A referral to the Edmon-
ton Adult Bariatric Specialty
Surgery Clinic at the Royal
Alex by a physician, nurse
practitioner, or specialist
is required for adults who
struggle with obesity and
meet clinic criteria. This clin-
icis abariatric surgical clinic
only. In preparing for bar-
iatric surgery, medical and
psychological interventions
are provided to patients to
ensure they are successful
pre and post-surgery.

Alberta Health Services
provides a range of health-
care services for more than
five million adults and chil-
dren living in Alberta. Our
mission is to provide excel-
lent, patient-focused health-
care that is accessible and
sustainable for all Albertans.
Our current focus is on re-
ducing emergency depart-
ment wait times, increasing
access to surgeries, and im-
proving patient flow.
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WATER QUALITY ADVISORY ISSUED FOR
ZEINER PARK BEACH AT PIGEON LAKE

Submitted by AHS

Due to elevated levels of bacteria,
Alberta Health Services (AHS) is
advising the public not to swim or
wade at this beach area on Pigeon
Lake, effective immediately.

Elevated levels of bacteria were
detected via testing of the lake wa-
ter at this beach location. At cur-
rent levels, gastrointestinal illness
may result from ingestion of the
water at Zeiner Park Beach. There
is also the possibility of skin, ear

and eye infections with water con-
tact.

As always, visitors and residents
are reminded to never drink or
cook with untreated water di-
rectly from any body of water, in-
cluding Pigeon Lake, at any time.

Water-borne organisms, including
fecal bacteria, can cause vomiting
and diarrhea.

This advisory will remain in ef-
fect until further notice.

SUMMER SAVINGS AT ALBERTA MUSEUMS
AND SITES

Submitted by Government of Al-
berta

Alberta is making it more afford-
able for families and young people
to learn our history at provincial
museums and historic sites.

Through its participation in the
Canada Strong Pass, Alberta’s
government is once again helping
families, youth and visitors enjoy
summer experiences at a reason-
able price with free and discounted
admission to all provincial muse-
ums and historic sites.

During the program period, gen-
eral admission to Alberta muse-
ums and historic sites will be free
for children and teens aged 17 and

under and half-price for young
adults aged 18-24. There’s also no
limit on visits, so guests can return
as often as they like during the
program period, making it easier
than ever to learn about Alberta’s
history and culture.

Alberta’s participation in the
Canada Strong Pass invites both
Albertans and out-of-province
visitors alike to experience ev-
erything our province has to of-
fer, from world-class museums to
historic sites spanning from His-
toric Dunvegan in the north to the
Frank Slide Interpretive Centre in
the south.

Through hands-on exhibits,
special events and seasonal pro-
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gramming, Alberta’s museums and
historic sites offer engaging expe-
riences that support learning and
ensure more people connect with
and take pride in the story of our
province.

“We're pleased to take part in
the Canada Strong Pass again this
year, welcoming more families and
young people to the Royal Alberta
Museum with free or discounted
admission and opportunities to
explore Alberta’s rich and diverse
stories.”

Meaghan Patterson, executive
director, Royal Alberta Museum

“Museums allow us to discover
what brings us together: our histo-
ry, our creativity, our perspectives

and the stories that shape Canada.
With the Canada Strong Pass, even
more Canadians will be able to en-
joy cultural experiences across the
country, while saving money.”

Marc Miller, federal Minister of
Canadian Identity and Culture and
Minister responsible for Official
Languages

The Canada Strong Pass is not a
physical or digital pass that visi-
tors need to present or download.
Instead, the benefits are automat-
ically applied to all eligible guests
during the program period. For
details on participating sites and
visitor information, visit https://
www.alberta.ca/historic-sites-mu-
seums.
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STRENGTHENING SURGICAL CARE IN
ALBERTA

Submitted by Government
of Alberta

Alberta is expanding surgi-
cal capacity and modernizing
funding to improve access
to timely procedures for pa-
tients across the province.

Alberta’s government is
investing $809 million to
strengthen surgical services
by increasing operating room
availability, expanding the
use of chartered surgical fa-
cilities, and upgrading hos-
pital infrastructure. With this
investment the first phase of
patient-focused funding im-
plementation will begin to
modernize how surgeries are
delivered and funded.

Patient-focused  funding
will tie the number of patients
treated to hospital funding,
takln% into consideration the
complexity of care provided.

This ensures funding follows
the patient rather than tradi-
tional block funding, helping
improve access to surgery
and reducing wait times for
procedures that can signifi-

BT

cantly enhance quality of life.
“Behind every surgery is a
person waiting to get back to
their life. By expanding sur-
gical capacity and moderniz-
ing how we fund care, we are
strengthening our health sys-
tem so Albertans can access
the care they need to return
to what matters most.”
Danielle Smith, Premier
First announced last year,
the initial phase of patient-fo-
cused funding is now in place
across 12 hospitals, applying
to high-volume procedures,
such as hip and knee replace-
ments, cataract surgeries and
select shoulder procedures.
Patient-focused  funding
has been introduced grad-
ually in other jurisdictions
over several years, including
the UK. Germany, Australia
and Norway. In these cases,
implementation occurred in
successive stages as impacts
were assessed so systems
could adapt. In Alberta, future
phases will be introduced
following careful assessment
of early results, supporting
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a stable and measured tran-
sition to a model that works
for patients and the health
system.

“Patient-focused funding is
about making sure resourc-
es follow the patient and the
care being delivered. We con-
tinue to learn from leading ju-
risdictions around the world
SO we can improve access,
strengthen the system and
deliver better care for Alber-
tans.”

Adriana LaGrange, Minis-
ter of Hospital and Surgical
Health Services

Through Budget 2026, Al-
berta is investing $525 million
over three years in the Acute
Care Action Plan. This will
support up to 50,000 addi-
tional surgeries by expanding
operating room capacity in
public hospitals and increas-
ing the use of chartered sur-
gical facilities for lower-com-
plexity procedures. This will
help free up hospital capac-
ity for more complex cases,
which will reduce wait times
and improve patient flow.

“We are focused on turn-
ing capital investment into
real results for patients. By
upgrading and expanding
operating room space in our
hospitals, we are improvincg1
access to surgical care an
building a stronger, more re-
silient system.”

Martin Long, Minister of In-
frastructure

In addition, Alberta is in-
vesting $284 million over
three years through the Al-
berta Surgical Initiative Capi-
tal Program to renovate oper-
ating rooms, upgrade surgical
infrastructure and purchase
new equipment in publicly

owned hospitals. These in-
vestments will improve effi-
ciency and expand long-term
surgical capacity across the
system.

“These  targeted invest-
ments, combined with the im-
plementation of patient-fo-
cused funding, will expand
access, improve transparency
and drive efficiency in surgi-
cal care across the province.”

David Diamond, interim
chief executive officer, Acute
Care Alberta

“The implementation of pa-
tient-focused funding is oc-
curring in a thoughtful and
intentional manner to ensure
that over time, Albertans can
experience the full benefits of
an activity-based model, in-
cluding better access, great-
er efficiency and improved
transparency.”

Dr. Aaron Low, chief medical
officer, Acute Care Alberta

Alberta completed a record
number of surgeries last fis-
cal year, performing 332,847

rocedures and exceeding

oth its annual target and the
previous year’s total. Surgical
volumes continued to climb
throughout the year, reachm%
a record-high monthly tot
of 24,676 surgeries in March
2026. Alberta’s government
is continuing to build on that
momentum to ensure Alber-
tans receive care within clin-
ically recommended time-
lines.

Together, these initiatives
strengthen Alberta’s publicly
funded health care system by
expanding capacity, modern-
izing infrastructure and im-
proving how surgical care is
delivered.

Family rum, locaf business, we caned
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ALBERTA'S SUMMER SPORT SEASON IS
UNDERWAY

Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Communities across Alberta
are welcoming thousands of
athletes and fans as a full line-
up of major sport events un-
folds for summer 2026.

Through the Major Sport
Events grant program, Alber-
ta’s government is supporting
12 national and international
competitions held between
February and August 2026.
Funding will help commu-
nities across the province
host major events that drive
tourism, showcase Alberta on
the national and internation-
al stage, and drive the local
economy.

Alberta’s government has
invested $1.3 million through
the program to support events
in Calgary, Canmore, Grande
Prairie, Edmonton and St. Al-
bert across a wide range of
sports, including climbing,
triathlon, wrestling, curling,
BMX, softball and taekwondo.

“Alberta continues to lead
the way as a premier destina-
tion for major sport events,
attracting top competitions,
welcoming athletes and de-
livering real economic ben-
efits for communities across
our province. We are proud to
support events that strength-
en our reputation on the world
stage while creating jobs and
supporting local businesses.”

Andrew Boitchenko, Minis-
ter of Tourism and Sport

In the first half of 2026, sev-
en supported events were
successfully hosted in Alberta
between February and May,
attracting more than 103,000
athletes, coaches, officials and
spectators from across Can-
ada and around the world.
These events generated signif-
icant tourism and economic
activity for host communities
while showcasing Alberta’s
ability to deliver first-class
competitions.

Looking ahead, five upcom-
ing major events will take
place through the summer.
Together, all 12 supported
events are projected to wel-

come more than 115,000 at-
tendees and generate over
$82 million in local economic
activity.

“We are proud to host ath-
letes from across North Amer-
ica. This event allows us to
further develop the sport of
competitive climbing in Ed-
monton and across Alberta.
We love to see the excitement
that a large-scale sport event
generates in the community.”

Adam Luciuk, founder and
CEOQ, Climb YEG

Alberta communities will
welcome five more events
through the summer months,
including the Edmonton Ath-
letics Invitational, the World

Triathlon Cup, the U7 Wom-
en’s Canadian Fast Pitch
Championships in Calgary
and the Canadian BMX Cham-
pionships in St. Albert. These
events are expected to attract
more than 12,000 athletes,
coaches, officials and specta-
tors.

“Burson Global ranks Ed-
monton as Canada’s num-
ber one sports city, and these
events bring athletes, families
and fans here to experience
it for themselves. Sporting
events drive visitation, sup-
port local businesses and
generate economic activity.
Together, they directly impact
Edmonton by creating a vi-

Get your
degree at RDP.

From education, health, science, psychology and

multidisciplinary studies to creative degreas in film and

brant and connected city.”

Traci Bednard, CEO and
president, Explore Edmonton

The Major Sport Events
grant program provides up
to $250,000 per event to el-
igible hosting organizations.
Funding can be used for ven-
ue rentals, infrastructure en-
hancements, marketing and
promotion, broadcasting, and
accommodations for athletes
and attendees.

Applications for the next
round of funding open in fall
2026. Event organizers inter-
ested in bringing major sport
competitions to Alberta are
encouraged to apply.

animation, our degree programs offer clear options grounded

in both interest and oppeortunity whether you're a new ar

returning student.

Polytechnic

Purpose,
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WEST COAST PIPELINE, PRIVATE
PARTNER, OILSANDS PRODUCTION
AND PATHWAYS

Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Alberta’s government has
submitted its application for
the West Coast Oil Pipeline to
the federal Major Projects Of-
fice for listing as a project of
national interest.

The West Coast Oil Pipeline
will transport more than one
million barrels of oil per day
to Canada’s west coast and
strengthen access to growing
Asian markets, helping meet
Alberta’s goal to double its oil
production to eight million
barrels per day over the next 10
years.

After studying both northern
and southern route options,
Alberta selected a southern
corridor from Bruderheim, Al-
berta, to the southwest coast
of British Columbia. This offers
the fastest, most cost-effective
path to expanding Canada’s
energy exports. The proposed
corridor builds on existing in-
frastructure, reflects feedback
from Indigenous groups and
the Government of British Co-
lumbia, reduces regulatory
barriers given it would not be
subject to the Oil Tanker Mora-
torium Act (Bill C-48), and gets
Canadian oil to global markets
faster.

“Canada has everything it
needs to become an energy su-
perpower, but only if we build
the infrastructure to get our re-
sources to market. Alberta has
done its part by putting forward
a responsible, world-class pro-
posal and selecting the stron-
gest route to Canada’s west
coast. A west coast oil pipeline
will create tens of thousands of
jobs, generate tens of billions in
new provincial and federal rev-
enues and make Canada more
secure and self-reliant. This
project will define Alberta’s and
Canada’s economic future.”

Danielle Smith, Premier

The proposed pipeline runs
through southern British Co-
lumbia, largely following the
existing Trans Mountain pipe-
line corridor to a deep-water,
VLCC-capable port terminal on
B.C’s southwest coast. Lever-
aging this existing corridor will

significantly reduce regulatory
and logistical barriers, while
minimizing land disturbances.

The submission outlines de-
tails on the proposed corridor
and size of the pipeline and
associated infrastructure, costs
and benefits to Canada. The
submission clearly demon-
strates why this project is in
the national interest. The Al-
berta-Canada landmark energy
agreement announced in May
includes a commitment from
the federal government to a
timely review of Alberta’s sub-
mission for a west coast pipe-
line, with the goal of achiev-
ing national interest listing by
Oct. 1, 2026, and obtaining the
permissions necessary for the
design and construction of the
pipeline to commence as early
as Sept. 1,2027.

“The benefits of this project
extend far beyond the ener-
gy sector. A west coast pipe-
line will support businesses
and workers right across the
supply chain - from manu-
facturing and engineering to
transportation and services -
helping drive economic growth
in communities across Canada
and generating revenues that
support public services people
rely on.”

Brian Jean, Minister of Ener-
gy and Minerals

Private and Indigenous part-
nership

To facilitate this project, Al-
berta’s government will enter
into a partnership with Trans
Mountain  Corporation and
Pembina Pipeline to bring to-
gether world-class expertise in
pipeline design, construction
and operation.

“Trans Mountain is proud to
bring our experience as an oil
pipeline developer, construc-
tor, operator and owner to this
new partnership. Our existing
relationships and partnerships
with the Indigenous Peoples,
communities and stakeholders
along the proposed corridor
give us a solid foundation for
success. We are proud to help
bring more Canadian energy to
the world, as Canada fulfills its
role as a global energy super-
power.”

Mark Maki, chief executive
officer, Trans Mountain Corpo-
ration

“The project represents a
once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity to advance nation-build-
ing energy infrastructure that
strengthens Canada’s economy
and expands access to global
markets for Canadian energy.
We are proud to participate
in this national priority that
brings together the Govern-
ment of Canada, the Province
of Alberta, Indigenous partners
and industry.”

Scott Burrows, president and
chief executive officer of Pem-
bina

Indigenous equity partner-
ship and consultation will also
be an essential part of devel-
oping and constructing this
critical nation-building project.
Through the Alberta Indige-
nous Opportunities Corpo-
ration (AIOC) and the federal
Canadian Indigenous Loan
Guarantee Program, the Alber-
ta and Canadian governments
will facilitate opportunities for
Indigenous communities wish-
ing to partner in the West Coast
Oil Pipeline project.

“This important project will
be shaped by ongoing collab-
oration with Indigenous com-
munities across Alberta and
British Columbia. Indigenous
knowledge and perspectives
are essential from the outset
and throughout the life of the
project to ensure it is carried
out responsibly and reflects
community priorities. Through
respectful partnership, we will
advance shared prosperity and
strong, enduring relationships.”

Rajan Sawhney, Minister of
Indigenous Relations

Following an existing cor-
ridor limits new land distur-
bance and reduces impacts on
ecosystems and communities.
Existing relationships along
the corridor provide a sol-
id foundation for meaningful
engagement, partnership and
Indigenous co-ownership op-
portunities.

Increasing oilsands produc-
tion and building the pathways
project

Following months of nego-

July 8, 2026

tiation, Alberta’s government,
along with the federal gov-
ernment and Oil Sands Alli-
ance, are finalizing a tripartite
agreement that will include a
series of regulatory reforms
and growth incentives needed
to expedite growth in oilsands
production necessary to fill
the new west coast pipeline
and expand the existing Trans
Mountain pipeline. Details of
this agreement are expected to
be released in the coming days.

As part of that same agree-
ment, Alberta’s government
and the Government of Cana-
da will provide the conditions
necessary for Oil Sands Alli-
ance member companies to si-
multaneously grow production
and build Pathways, the world’s
largest carbon capture and
storage infrastructure project.

Pathways will make Alber-
ta bitumen among the low-
est-emission heavy oil global-
ly, displacing higher-emitting
sources and improving envi-
ronmental and geopolitical
outcomes. Alberta and Cana-
da will continue work in close
partnership, collaborating with
industry and Indigenous part-
ners to grow energy exports,
attract investment and lower
emissions - while strengthen-
ing the economy and address-
ing global energy and security
challenges.

“We believe we've achieved
a framework where there the
governments are providing
the necessary conditions for
our companies to both grow
production and to build the
Pathways Project. We'd like to
thank the Canadian and Alber-
ta governments for their lead-
ership, and the Major Projects
Office for its commitment to
this process. We look forward
to working together over the
next several months to put the
MOU into operation, to create
a Canadian energy superpower,
and a more resilient, competi-
tive and sustainable Canadian
oil sands sector.”

Kendall Dilling, president, Oil
Sands Alliance
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Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Alberta’s government has
appointed an independent
advisory panel to oversee the
development of a report on the
potential economic impacts of
Alberta leaving Canada.

Alberta has clear citizen-ini-
tiated referendum laws that
protect democratic participa-
tion, and Albertans deserve the
opportunity to express their
views at the ballot box on Oct.
19. Alberta’s government is
committed to ensuring Alber-
tans have access to objective,
evidence-based analysis so
they can be confident in their
decision.

The University of Calgary’s
School of Public Policy has
been selected to conduct an
independent analysis of the
potential economic impacts
of secession so that Albertans
can make an informed deci-
sion. The report will give vot-
ers a better understanding of
the estimated transition costs,
economic impacts, potential
savings and risks that could
result if the province pursued
this constitutional change.

“Albertans deserve clear and
credible information on the
potential impacts of separa-
tion. This is a huge decision
that will impact our kids and
grandkids long into the future,
and we cannot approach it
lightly.”

Jason Nixon, President of
Treasury Board and Minister
of Finance

“The University of Calgary’s
School of Public Policy is
pleased to conduct this anal-
ysis to provide a better un-
derstanding of the estimated
transition costs, economic
effects, potential benefits and
other economic implications
of secession that would impact
Albertans. We appreciate the
independence and control over
our work and final report.”

Martha Hall Findlay, director,
School of Public Policy, and
James S. and Barbara A. Palm-
er Chair in Public Policy, Uni-
versity of Calgary

Alberta’s government has
also appointed an expert ad-
visory panel that will provide
input and act as a consultative
body for both the School of

Public Policy and government
throughout the process. While
the panel will offer input, the
school will retain full and inde-
pendent control over the final
report.

Economist Dr. Jack Mintz
will lead the panel, joined by
Ted Morton, political scientist
and former Alberta finance
minister; Adam Legge, presi-
dent of the Business Council of
Alberta; Alex Pourbaix, board
chair of Cenovus Energy Inc.
and Janice MacKinnon, former
Saskatchewan finance minis-
ter.
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INFORMING ALBERTA'S FUTURE

“Albertans need to know
and understand the potential
impacts of separating from
Canada. This work is highly
complex, carried out by re-
searchers at the School of Pub-
lic Policy. The advisory council
will provide feedback to ensure
that the in-depth assessment
of economic considerations
associated with separation en-
ables Albertans to make an in-
formed decision.”

Dr. Jack Mintz, President’s
Fellow, University of Calgary

After the report is completed,
the advisory panel will review

the findings and deliver an in-
dependent written assessment.
This approach will allow for
further and potentially dif-
fering views to be shared, en-
suring Albertans are equipped
with all the facts.

The final report is expected
to be released in late summer
so Albertans have time to read,
discuss and decide for them-
selves on the Oct. 19 referen-
dum vote.
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ALBERTA UNVEILS BOLD 10-YEAR
CANCER CARE STRATEGY

Submitted by Government of
Alberta

Alberta is launching a new
provincial cancer care strategy
to expand screening, speed up
diagnosis and improve care for
patients across the province.

Alberta’s Strategic Plan for
Cancer to 2036 is a provincewide
roadmap to improve preven-
tion, early detection, treatment,
recovery and supportive care.
It was developed from feedback
from patients, families, clinical
experts, researchers and com-
munities across Alberta.

“As a cancer survivor, I know

first-hand how deeply cancer
affects individuals and families.
This 10-year plan is our roadmap
to ensuring that Alberta isn’t just
keeping up but leading the coun-
try when it comes to cancer care.”
Adriana LaGrange, Minister
of Hospital and Surgical Health
Services
The strategy sets out five key
goals to strengthen cancer care
over the next 10 years:
Preventing more can-
cers and accelerating access to
diagnosis and care.
Delivering seamless,
state-of-the-art care for every
Albertan.

Leading the next era
of innovation in cancer research
and treatment.

Building a stronger
and more sustainable cancer
system.

Attracting, retaining
and training the best and bright-
est cancer workforce in Canada.

Cancer affects almost every
family in Alberta, with about one
in two Albertans expected to de-
velop cancer in their lifetime.
As demand for care grows, the
strategy aims to improve out-
comes, reduce wait times and
ensure more consistent access
to high-quality cancer services

PARSONS AUCTII]NS
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across urban, rural and remote
communities.

“This strategy sets a clear, long-
term direction for transforming
cancer care in Alberta. Building
on our strengths in clinical ex-
cellence, research and data infra-
structure, it brings the whole sys-
tem together to improve access,
integrate care, drive innovation
and ensure sustainability - deliv-
ering world-class, connected and
responsive care that patients and
families can depend on today
and into the future.”

Brenda Hubley, managing di-
rector, Cancer Care Alberta

Over the next decade, the Stra-
tegic Plan for Cancer’s more than
40 actions and commitments
will drive improvements across
the province’s health system. Key
initiatives include expanding
screening programs, improving
diagnostic and referral path-
ways, strengthening supportive
care, increasing access to clinical
trials and advanced therapies,
modernizing data and digital
tools, and supporting workforce
growth across the cancer care
system. The strategy’s imple-
mentation will be led by Cancer
Care Alberta and Acute Care Al-
berta, in partnership with health
agencies, providers, researchers
and community organizations.

“This strategy marks a signifi-
cant milestone for cancer care in
Alberta, and the Alberta Cancer
Foundation is excited to partner
with government on accelerating
progress. Our donors are com-
mitted to finding better ways to
prevent, screen and treat cancer
- and together we can improve
the lives of Albertans impacted
by cancer.”

Wendy Beauchesne, CEO, Al-
berta Cancer Foundation

Alberta’s government has made
improving1 cancer care a top
priority through the creation of
Cancer Care Alberta, expand-
ed breast and cervical cancer
screening, a new onco-fertility
program, expanded outpatient
and community-based care and
continued investments in cancer
services. Budget 2026 builds on
this commitment by investing
$1.2 billion over three years in
cancer care, including $223 mil-
lion in new operatmg funding to
hire more oncologists, expand
surgical capacity, increase treat-
ment spaces and improve access
to supportive services.

Alberta’s Strategic Plan for
Cancer builds on this momen-
tum and sets a clear path for-
ward, helping shape a future
where cancer care is more acces-
sible, more connected and more
responsive, improving experi-
ences and outcomes for patients
and their families at every stage
of their journey.
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MORE SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN AND
YOUTH

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Alberta’s government is
investing $4M in the mod-
ernization of the Wood’s
Homes Bowness campus
in Calgary.

Children and youth in
care deserve safe, stable
and supportive environ-
ments where they can
heal, grow and thrive. As
Wood’s Homes marks its
100th anniversary, Alber-
ta’s government is invest-
ing $4 million to support
the expansion of the Bow-
ness campus in Calgary.
This funding will help cre-
ate more modern spaces
that will support approx-
imately 80 children and
youth in care.

While family-based
placements like kinship
and foster care are always
prioritized, group homes
and campus-based care
provide specialized sup-
ports for young people

SUD

with complex needs while
maintaining family, com-
munity and cultural con-
nections. Wood’s Homes
supports approximately
20,000 children, youth
and families across Alber-
ta each year.

“For 100 years, Wood’s
Homes has helped gener-
ations of young Albertans
find safety, stability and
hope. This latest funding
will help continue that
legacy, ensuring more
children and youth can
access the specialized care
and support they need in
the years ahead.”

Searle Turton, Minister
of Children and Family
Services

“Supporting the well-
ness of young people is a
top priority for Alberta’s
government. We know
addressing mental health
and addiction challenges
early helps build resilien-
cy and brighter futures,
and we are proud to part-

the week
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Last Weeks

ner with Wood’s Homes on
this exciting expansion.”

Rick Wilson, Minister of
Mental Health and Addic-
tion

The Bowness campus has
been integral to the work
of Woods’ Homes since
1926. The modernization
project includes four new
cottages providing safe,

welcoming spaces and
wraparound supports for
young people.

“On behalf of Wood’s
Homes, I want to express
our sincere gratitude to
the Ministry of Children
and Family Services and
the Ministry of Mental
Health and Addiction for
their $4-million commit-
ment to the future of chil-
dren’s mental health care
on the Bowness campus.
This investment is about
more than infrastructure;
it is a commitment to the
thousands of children,
young people and fami-
lies who will benefit from

these services, and an in-
vestment in hope, healing
and the future of care in
Alberta.”

Bjorn Johansson, chief
executive officer, Wood’s
Homes

Alberta’s government
has invested more than $1
billion this year to support
the safety of children and
youth in government care,
a five per cent increase in
funding. This includes rate
increases and an expand-
ed referral incentive for
foster and kinship care-
givers, pay increases and
enhanced mental health
supports for child inter-
vention practitioners, and
additional investments in
provincial campus-based
care centres serving youth
in rural and remote com-

munities.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228

Hall Rentals

Lodgepole Community Hall -
(780) 894-2277

Manley Goodwill Community
Hall, 780-920-3217
Woodbend Hall. rentals@

woodbendhall.com,
woodbendhall. com/rentals
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland
County

Seed Oats, 98 % germination,
Fusarium tested, No wild oats,
Glyphosate free, greenfeed/
silage & milling varieties,
Can deliver On farm scale,
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com.

Woodland Lumber 780-621-2229

For Rent

COMMUNITY EVENTS

2bdr available at 4932 50a ave.
Entwistle, AB Rent $970 DD $485
Including heat, water, parking,
laundry. Tenant pays electricity.
new flooring, painting.Cats are
allowed. Smoking free building.
you hoping to make changes
too? Please contact Ivka 780

Wanted

Pasture for rent. Must have
water and befenced. 80 to 360

acres. 780-916-2333

Ceiling & Wall Cleaning *Stipple

& California Knock Down
*Smoke and Odor Removal
*15% Discount with this ad *We
travel to acreages & farms

Call Nano Clean 780-914-0323
Edmonton & Area

If you are a LICENSED, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, you are welcome to submit your announcement FREE of charge, space
permitting. You are required to submit your non-profit number. Call (780) 962-9228. Please note that all submitted event
listings must be limited to 25 words or less (including spaces). DEADLINE: 12 noon Friday prior to publication (Thursdays on
long weekends).

FARMERS MARKETS

DRAYTON VALLEY: Farmers’
Market, Wednesdays starting
May -October4 from 3:.00pm-
6:00pm at 5015 Industrial Rd.
dvagsocietyinfo@gmail.com for
information. We have facebook,
instagram and a website.
EVANSBURG FARMERS
MARKET: Every Saturday 10am
- 2pm located right beside
Evansburg Tipple Museum 780-
505-0905

May-Sept

Leduc Public Market: Every
Thursday 10-2 @ City Center Mall.
520150 st. Leduc

Devon Handmade Arts & Crafts
Sale, monthly sunday market
Community Centre 12-4pm. New
Vendors Welcome. More info:
780-652-3304  www.artsdevon.
org

Mulhurst Bay Farmer’s Market.
Saturday 11-3 @ Community Hall.

BINGO

CALMAR: Every Wednesday
night, 7.00pPM at the Calmar
Legion.

JAMBOREE

Edmonton Northwest Senior’s
Center: 12963 - 120st NW, Every
Wed From 1-3:30pm Aug & Sept
Admin: $5 non members $2

members Yearly membership
$30

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

DEVON: Wed. at 930AM at
Riverside Baptist Church, 2
Saskatchewan Dr., Devon.
Contact Brenda at 987-9113 for
info.

EDMONTON: Thurs 8:30-10AM at
Annex of Grace United Church
(6215-104 Ave). $7/month

LEDUC: Tuesday Nights at Peace
Lutheran Church, 4606 - 48 St.
Leduc. Weigh-ins: 5:45-6:30PM,
Meeting 7:00-7:30PM. Call Marie
at 780-986-64717.

THORSBY:  meeting  every
Monday morning 9:00AM at
Thorsby Fire Hall. Call 780-621-
3461.

SOCIAL EVENTS

50+ YOUNG AT HEART
LUNCHEON for Parkland County
Seniors. 12PM  at Stony Plain
United Church Basement, $7
per plate. 3" Wed of Each Month,
Sept - June. For reservations call
Audrey 780-963-1782.

CALMAR SENIORS: Meetings -
every 2" Wed of every month.
1:00PM. (587) 988-3636.

DEVON RECREATION:
Volleyball, Mondays 8-10PM,
$2, John Maland High School.
Badminton,  Fridays  7-9pM,

Robina Baker School, $2. Hockey
(Arena), Tues & Thurs, noon
(children under 15 must be
accompanied by an adult)
DEVON MUSIC JAM & DANCE:
4th Friday of ea. Month @ 1:30
pmPioneers 73 Club, 29 St.
Lawrence Ave. Admission $10.00
- Musicians $5.00 More info -
780-991-2425

INDOOR PLAYGROUND:
Mondays, 10AM-12PM, Alder Flats
Community Centre. Info (780)
388-3333 No fee. Pleas bring a
snack for your child.

JAM DANCE & CARDS: 1¢ Fri,
7PM, Buck Creek. (780) 514-3781
“KIDS OWN WORSHIP” an hour
after-school, 1 and 3 Thursdays
each month. Songs, Crafts,
Snacks and FUN! No charge.
Call All Saints’ Anglican Church.
(780)542-5048

MUSICAL JAM  SESSIONS:
4™ Tuyes, 1.00pPM at Calmar
Seniors Centre. Bring your own
instruments and have fun.
MUSICAL PROGRAM: every 4"
Saturday at the Cloverleaf Manor,
2:30PM. Everyone welcome.

ST. DAVIDS JR. CHOIR is seeking
singers ages 7-13. Boys and
girls are welcomed. Rehearsals
in Leduc Tuesdays 3:45- 5pM.
Contact 780-432-7805.
WARBURG ARENA HOSTS
FREE SHINNY HOCKEY, Sun

230 - 345PM & Mon /Wed
4-545pM, arena closures &
cancellations can be heard on
recorded messages, call Arena
780-848-7581

WARBURG ARENA HOSTS FREE
PUBLIC SKATING, Sundays
1-2:30PM & Fridays 4-5:45pPM, call
arena for closure dates

MEETINGS

AHS: Addiction Services provides
assessment and counseling for
alcohol, other drugs, tobacco
and gambling in Breton on
court day Wednesdays. To make
an appointment, please call 780-
542-3140.

Do you have a problem with
alcohol & are you looking for an
AA MEETING or someone to talk
to? Call Toll Free 1-877-404-8100.
Drinking a Problem? There is a
Solution, call AA 780-491-1043
ALDER FLATS AG SOCIETY: 3¢
Wed, 7pM, Community Centre.
Call (780) 388-3318 for more info.
BRETON COUNCIL MEETINGS:
2" Tuesday of each month at
7pPM at the Council Chambers,
Carolyn Strand Civic Centre. 780-
696-3636.

BRETON & DISTRICT AG
SOCIETY Regular Meeting 2"
Thurs. at 7:30PM at Hall.
CITIZENS ON PATROL: 2" Thurs
of each mo, 7:30PM in Entwistle

JOHN DEERE

\

o HORIZON

AG & TURF
Giving you our best is the least we can do!
WARBURG www martindeerline.com

848-7777

JOHN DEERE
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X CIIPER
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 9AM - 11AM x > ER@
PARADE 11AM :
CAR SHOW 12PM = EPM

FEMBIMNA REC-PLEX
4T12 - 52 AVE
Ta0-T2T-4340
EVANBURGAREMASLIVE.CA
WWW.EVANSBURGARENA.COM

PARADE LINE UP STARTS 10:00 AM
4712 - 52 AVE

CAR SHOW
~ = FOLLOWING THE PARADE - 3:00PM
“Ayteny Vallay, MR s 20;00NE HIc LE

JUDGING AND PRIZES COORDINATED BY THE
MNORTHERN THUNDER CLASSIC AUTO CLUB

REGISTRATION BOOTH ON MAIN STREET




