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COMPANY PENALIZED FOR A 
WORKPLACE FATALITY

LEDUC COUNTY, STURGEON COUNTY, 
CITY OF COLD LAKE AND EDMONTON 
AIRPORTS ESTABLISH A FRAMEWORK 

FOR STRATEGIC COLLABORATION

GUILTY PLEAS REACHED 
IN ILLEGAL HUNTING 

INVESTIGATION

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

A mining company has 
been penalized $360,000 
related to a workplace fa-
tality.

Prairie Mines & Royalty 
ULC, as an employer, plead-
ed guilty on July 8 in the 
Leduc Court of Justice to 
one count under the Occu-
pational Health and Safety 
(OHS) Act for failing to en-

sure the health and safety of 
a worker. The Crown with-
drew 11 other counts.

The charges stem from an 
incident that occurred at a 
mine site near Warburg 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by City of Leduc

Leduc County, Edmonton 
Airports, Sturgeon County, 
and the City of Cold Lake 
have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to 
officially partner on accel-
erating growth within the 

aerospace and defence sec-
tors, focusing on training, 
investment and business de-
velopment.

Significant economic op-
portunities are driving in-
creased labour market de-
mand for aviation-related 
skills and trades training, 

including aircraft mainte-
nance engineers in catego-
ries AME-M (Maintenance), 
AME-S (Structures) and 
AME-E (Avionics).

Each partner is working to 
foster development for re-
gional assets such as

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Eight people have 
pleaded guilty to 13 of-
fences under Alberta’s 
Wildlife Act, following an 

investigation into illegal 
cougar and Canada lynx 
hunts across the prov-
ince.

The convictions result-
ed in $135,500 in fines 
and a combined 18.5 

years of hunting prohi-
bitions and related court 
orders.

Most of the offences 
involved illegal hunts of 
cougars and Canada 

Continued on Page 3
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Leduc County, Sturgeon County, City 
Of Cold Lake And Edmonton Airports 
Establish A Framework For Strategic 
Collaboration

Continued from Page 1

 the Cold Lake Regional 
Airport, Edmonton Interna-
tional Airport (YEG), and Vil-
leneuve Airport. Other pri-

orities include the continued 
support of modernization 
efforts at 4 Wing Cold Lake, 
the Cold Lake Air Weapons 
Range, and CFB Edmon-
ton. The partners will also 

work towards expanding 
commercial passenger air 
opportunities. All partners 
agreed that collaborating on 
these initiatives would be 
beneficial.

Company Penalized For A Workplace 
Fatality

Continued from Page 1

on Nov. 25, 2023. A worker 
was removing excess water 
and clearing ice from pip-
ing. An ice plug dislodged 
from the pipe, striking the 
worker and causing fatal 
injuries.

Under a creative sentence, 
the court ordered the com-
pany to pay $360,000 to the 
Alberta Mine Safety Associ-

ation to conduct research, 
develop industry best prac-
tices and a comprehensive 
training program for water 
removal operations.

The company and the 
Crown have up to 30 days 
to appeal the conviction or 
penalty.

Alberta’s OHS laws set ba-
sic health and safety rules 
for workplaces across the 

province. They provide 
guidance for employers 
to help them ensure their 
workplaces are as healthy 
and safe as possible while 
providing rights and pro-
tections for workers. 
Charges under OHS laws 
may be laid when failing to 
follow the rules results in a 
fatality or serious injury.

July 22, 2026
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Guilty Pleas Reached In Illegal Hunting 
Investigation

Continued from Page 1

lynx across Alberta. 
Common offences in-
cluded hunting cougars 
after the season had 
closed, possessing ille-
gally harvested wildlife, 
using prohibited elec-
tronic calling devices 
during hunts and hunt-
ing without valid licenc-
es.

In January 2024, fish 
and wildlife officers be-
gan investigating an il-
legal closed-season cou-
gar hunt involving Byron 
Stewart, owner of Tracks 
N Trails Outfitting in 
Drayton Valley. Investi-
gators confirmed that a 
resident hunter, guided 

by Tracks N Trails Out-
fitting, had killed a male 
cougar after the season 
had closed.

As the investigation 
progressed, officers un-
covered evidence of 
11 illegal guided hunts 
across Alberta, including 
eight involving non-res-
ident hunters and three 
involving Alberta resi-
dents. Search warrants 
executed in Alberta and 
British Columbia result-
ed in the seizure of 11 
cougar skins and skulls, 
along with five Canada 
lynx skins.

Following the investi-
gation by Alberta Fish 
and Wildlife Enforce-

ment Services, Alberta 
residents Byron Stewart, 
Cindy Stewart and Devin 
Hyde of Drayton Valley; 
Jody Janzer of Kitscoty; 
Luke Viravec of DeBolt; 
and Garrett Patton of 
Worsley pleaded guilty 
to a variety of offenc-
es. Two non-residents, 
Joshua Owens of New 
Braunfels, Texas, and Ar-
nold Compton of Excel-
lo, Missouri, also pleaded 
guilty.

Illegal hunting under-
mines wildlife conser-
vation and management 
efforts in Alberta. It can 
contribute to overhar-
vesting, negatively affect 
wildlife populations and 

reduce hunting oppor-
tunities for law-abiding 
hunters through quotas 
and shorter hunting sea-
sons.

Anyone with informa-
tion about suspicious 
hunting or fishing activ-
ity is encouraged to con-
tact the 24-hour Report 
A Poacher line at 1-800-
642-3800 or by report-
ing online at alberta.ca/
report-poacher.aspx. Re-
ports can be made anon-
ymously and may qualify 
for a reward.

July 22, 2026
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NEW RULES BOOST WATER STORAGE 
AND CONSERVATION

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Alberta’s government is 
making it easier for farm-
ers, ranchers, communities, 
businesses and emergency 
responders to store and use 
water. 

New and expanded Wa-
ter Act exemptions will 
increase water availabili-
ty, improve conservation, 
support agricultural pro-
duction and help protect 
communities from future 
emergencies.

Currently, many dug-
outs are sized too small 
to capture available water 
because of a 2,500 cubic 
metre exemption limit. Ef-
fective immediately, farm-
ers and ranchers can fill 
their dugouts up to 7,500 
cubic metres – triple the 
previous limit – provided 

the water is used for ag-
ricultural purposes. This 
change helps protect them 
from future droughts and 
supports strong agricultur-
al operations.

“Albertans asked for prac-
tical improvements to make 
more water available, and 
we’re delivering. These 
changes make it easier for 
farmers, businesses and 
communities to access and 
store water. It’s good for 
communities, the environ-
ment and the economy.”

Grant Hunter, Minister of 
Environment and Protected 
Areas 

“Reliable access to water is 
essential for Alberta’s farm-
ers and ranchers, especial-
ly as they manage drought 
risk and plan for the future. 
These practical changes re-
spond directly to what pro-
ducers and rural commu-

nities have been asking for 
– making it easier to store 
and use water responsibly 
so agricultural operations 
can remain strong, resilient 
and productive.”

R.J. Sigurdson, Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation 

Alberta’s government is 
also making it easier for 
communities and business-
es to use less fresh water by 
using stormwater instead. 
Under the new exemptions, 
a newly constructed wet-
land will also be able to cap-
ture and fill with up to 7,500 
cubic metres of local sur-
face runoff per year. That’s 
a 1,250 cubic metre increase 
from the previous limit, 
supporting more wetlands 
across the province.

Other changes include 
making it easer to:

•	 Use water for 
bridge, sign washing and 

dust control.
•	 Supply water to a 

temporary work camp.
•	 Access water from 

borrow pits on unoccupied 
public land in the Green 
Area.

As demand for water in-
creases across our prov-
ince, Alberta’s government 
is modernizing the water 
management system to en-
sure we meet the challenges 
of today. Recent improve-
ments include passing the 
Water Amendment Act, 
which removes the require-
ment for riparian resto-
ration projects to get a tem-
porary diversion licence for 
watering plants, while also 
ending the unnecessary 10 
per cent holdbacks on most 
water licence transfers, giv-
ing Albertans more freedom 
to water.
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ALBERTA SUMMER GAMES KICK OFF IN 
STRATHCONA COUNTY

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Strathcona County will wel-
come Alberta’s top young ath-
letes for the 2026 Alberta Sum-
mer Games.

From July 16 to 19, 2026, one 
of Alberta’s largest amateur 
sporting events will bring more 
than 2,400 athletes, coach-
es and technical officials from 
across the province to Strath-
cona County for the 2026 Alber-
ta Summer Games. The Games 
are an iconic event for Alberta’s 
young athletes, providing the 
opportunity to compete at a high 
level, represent their communi-
ties, build lifelong friendships, 
and showcase the next genera-
tion of talent.

The Games are being delivered 
in partnership with Strathcona 
County and with support from 
the provincial government. Al-
berta’s government is investing 
$1,275,000 to support the 2026 
host society in delivering the 

Games, including, transporta-
tion, food services, venues and 
promotion.

“The Alberta Summer Games 
give young athletes the chance to 
test themselves, represent their 
communities and build last-
ing connections. Hosting more 
than 2,400 participants is also 
a major moment for Strathcona 
County, with real benefits for lo-
cal businesses and residents. We 
are proud to support an event 
that strengthens sport across the 
province and creates opportuni-
ties for the next generation.”

Andrew Boitchenko, Minister 
of Tourism and Sport 

The competition is expected 
to generate about $3 million in 
direct economic activity to the 
Strathcona region, as athletes, 
families and spectators spend 
on local hotels, restaurants, re-
tailers and attractions, providing 
a welcome boost for businesses 
throughout the region.

“The 2026 Alberta Summer 
Games are coming to Strathco-

na County, and I look forward to 
seeing these athletes compete. 
They have put in the discipline 
and hard work and now will have 
the chance to show what they’re 
made of. Alberta’s government is 
proud to be a financial partner 
in giving them the stage to com-
pete. Thank you to Strathcona 
County for hosting an event that 
supports young athletes across 
the province.”

Nate Glubish, MLA for Strath-
cona-Sherwood Park 

“The Alberta Summer Games 
celebrate the talent and dedi-
cation of young athletes while 
welcoming families from across 
the province. These games will 
showcase the spirit that makes 
our region so special and leave a 
lasting impact on our local busi-
nesses and communities.”

Jackie Armstrong-Homeni-
uk, MLA for Fort Saskatche-
wan-Vegreville 

The Games kick off July 16 at 
Emerald Hills Pavilion with an 
opening ceremony and the light-

ing of the cauldron. Athletes aged 
11 to 16 will compete over the 
next four days across 13 sports, 
including baseball, tennis, beach 
volleyball and golf.

“These Games give these young 
athletes an opportunity to show-
case all the hard work they’ve 
put into their sport. We are all 
really proud of their dedication 
and can’t wait to see them com-
pete on a provincial stage.”

Bonnie Hunka, chair, 2026 
Strathcona County Alberta Sum-
mer Games Society 

For more than 50 years, the Al-
berta Games have helped launch 
athletic careers while leaving 
lasting benefits in host commu-
nities and supporting local infra-
structure. More than 50 alumni 
have gone on to represent Can-
ada at the Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games, demonstrating 
the important role the Alberta 
Games play in developing future 
champions.
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PLANTING SEEDS OF GROWTH FOR 
LOCAL CO-OPERATIVES

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES AGAINST 
DROUGHT AND FLOODS

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

As part of Budget 2026, Al-
berta is investing $9 million 
over three years for cap-
ital projects at local seed 
co-operatives to help mod-
ernize aging infrastructure.

If passed, Budget 2026 
funds the cost-shared 
Co-operative Seed Pro-
cessors program to help 
co-operative and municipal 
plants to update and build 
facilities and infrastructure, 
improve technology, up-
grade equipment and opti-
mize operations to ensure 
they remain sustainable.

Local seed co-opera-
tives ensure weeds are not 
spread through seed, seeds 
and grains are cleaned to 
meet regulatory and cus-
tomer standards and help 
maintain consumer and 
market confidence in Alber-
ta’s crop products.

“Farmer-owned local seed 
co-operatives play an inte-
gral role in ensuring seeds 
and crops are pest- and dis-

ease-free, they strengthen 
local communities and help 
ensure we are successful in 
global markets. Now more 
than ever, seed co-opera-
tives need support to mod-
ernize aging facilities so 
they can remain econom-
ically viable and serve our 
growing agriculture indus-
try.”

RJ Sigurdson, Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation 

The program is funded 75 
per cent by the seed co-op-
eratives and 25 per cent by 
the government, and will 
help facilities continue pro-
viding vital services, like 
cleaning, grading and con-
ditioning seed and grain 
products. The result is a to-
tal $27-million investment 
over three years.

Most seed co-operatives 
were built between the 
1960s and 1990s.Upgrading 
technology and equipment 
will ensure co-operatives 
remain viable and compet-
itive.

As a result of this invest-
ment, seed co-operatives 

will be able to continue 
serving producers, provid-
ing good jobs in rural com-
munities and strengthening 
local economies.

Individual seed plants that 
are members of the Alberta 
Seed Processors Associa-
tion will be able to apply 
through the association. 
The association will then 
work alongside Alberta Ag-
riculture and Irrigation to 
ensure eligible applicants 
receive funding.

“We applaud Minister 
Sigurdson and his team for 
recognizing the vital role 
these co-operatives play. 
This investment isn’t just 
about machinery; it’s about 
the revitalization of a farm-
er-owned network that has 
underpinned Alberta’s ag-
ricultural success for more 
than 70 years. This fund-
ing ensures our members 
can continue to provide 
world-class seed and grain 
processing services while 
remaining competitive in a 
modern market.”

Uwe Quedenbaum, pres-

ident, Alberta Seed Proces-
sors Association 

“We are thrilled and deep-
ly encouraged that Minister 
Sigurdson recognizes the 
immense inflationary pres-
sures put on co-ops when 
undertaking any capital 
improvement project, es-
pecially a large-scale en-
deavour like ours. Through 
years of hard work and dis-
ciplined financial planning, 
we broke ground on a new 
$6.5-million state-of-the-
art facility slated to open in 
the fourth quarter of 2026. 
Although our project is al-
ready underway, this pro-
vincial funding is a critical 
lifeline; it ensures we can 
complete the build exactly 
as envisioned without being 
forced to trim key aspects of 
the project due to constant 
cost-control pressures.”

Rick Kemp, chair, Innisfail 
Seed Cleaning Co-op 

Budget 2026 is focused on 
what matters, makes dis-
ciplined choices, and takes 
decisive action.

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Alberta’s government 
will invest more than $28 
million to help protect 
families, communities 
and our economy from 
future floods and drought.

Many communities 
face challenges keeping 
up with water demand, 
drought-proofing their 
infrastructure or pre-
venting floodwaters from 
damaging homes and 
critical infrastructure. 
That’s why Alberta’s gov-

ernment is investing $25 
million for 12 projects 
through the Drought and 
Flood Protection Pro-
gram and $3.5 million for 
projects through the Wa-
tershed Resiliency and 
Restoration Program.

With this funding, com-
munities and other part-
ner organizations will 
build projects designed 
to keep homes and busi-
nesses dry, roads acces-
sible, and critical infra-
structure operating safely 
during an emergency. Wa-
ter supply and storage 

infrastructure will be ex-
panded and watershed 
health will be improved 
so growing communities 
have the water they need, 
even during periods of 
drought.

“Investing in drought 
and flood protection 
keeps communities safe, 
while allowing them to 
continue to grow and 
thrive. This helps ensure 
safe and reliable access 
to water while making 
Alberta more resilient to 
extreme weather events.”

Grant Hunter, Minister 

of Environment and Pro-
tected Areas 

Alberta’s government 
is investing $125 million 
over five years into the 
Drought and Flood Pro-
tection Program. Last 
year, the government de-
livered millions to coun-
ties, towns, cities and 
Indigenous partners for 
infrastructure projects, 
which are now underway. 
In total, $75 million has 
now been invested in 40 
projects through the pro-
gram.



CommunityVOICE     Page 7July 22, 2026

TARGETING WEEDS ON OIL AND GAS 
SITES

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Recognizing the impor-
tance of protecting agricul-
tural land, Alberta’s gov-
ernment is taking action to 
address weed issues on oil 
and gas sites.

The new Oil and Gas Con-
servation Regulation under 
the Oil and Gas Conservation 
Act will provide the Alberta 
Energy Regulator (AER) with 
the ability to hold companies 
accountable for controlling 
weeds and agricultural pests 
on their sites. For sites that 
do not have a responsible 
owner, the Orphan Well As-
sociation will be responsi-
ble for conducting required 
weed and pest control.

Under the regulation, the 
AER now has the authority 
to enforce the requirement 
that oil and gas companies 

conduct weed or pest con-
trol. Municipal weed inspec-
tors will be able to notify the 
AER and trigger compliance 
activity.

The regulator can then take 
steps under the Oil and Gas 
Conservation Act and use 
tools available in the Re-
sponsible Energy Develop-
ment Act to direct companies 
to conduct the necessary 
weed and pest control as 
part of the “reasonable care 
and measures” requirements 
under the law.

“Weed and pest control is 
an important issue for Al-
berta’s farmers that previous 
governments failed to ad-
dress. These new rules will 
help ensure companies up-
hold their responsibilities to 
the landowners that host the 
oil and gas industry on their 
lands.”

Brian Jean, Minister of En-

ergy and Minerals 
“Agriculture is essential to 

Alberta’s success. Protecting 
our farmland from weeds 
and pests is critical, and that 
includes responsible man-
agement on oil and gas sites. 
By working together, we 
can make sure both sectors 
thrive. These updates help 
ensure clear expectations, 
stronger compliance and 
better outcomes across the 
province.”

R. J. Sigurdson, Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation 

“The Farmers’ and Property 
Rights Advocate Office wel-
comes additional supports 
for rural landowners in help-
ing them effectively manage 
weed and pest control chal-
lenges associated with oil 
and gas infrastructure on ag-
ricultural lands. Leveraging 
the existing compliance and 
enforcement tools of the Al-

berta Energy Regulator will 
allow farmers and ranch-
ers to realize increased crop 
yields while lowering oper-
ational costs related to crit-
ical vegetation management 
efforts.” 

Peter. J Dobbie, Farmers’ 
and Property Rights Advo-
cate of Alberta 

This initiative will help 
protect Alberta’s multi-bil-
lion-dollar agrifood industry 
and ensure two of our most 
important economic drivers 
co-exist and prosper. Pre-
venting the proliferation of 
weeds on oil and gas leases 
will prevent weeds and pests 
from spreading to nearby 
agricultural lands and im-
pacting their productivity. 
Dealing with the “weeds on 
well sites” issue was a rec-
ommendation of the Mature 
Asset Strategy.
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REDUCING TRUCKING BARRIERS
Submitted by Government 

of Alberta

Alberta’s government is 
leading the way in break-
ing down trucking barriers, 
making it faster and safer 
for truck drivers to move 
goods across Canada.

Alberta’s government is 
launching the Canadian 
Trucking Regulations Hub, 
a made-in-Alberta digital 
tool that helps truck drivers 
navigate regulatory and op-

erational differences across 
provinces and territories.

“Alberta is proud to lead 
the development of this 
made-in-Alberta solution 
that supports truckers. By 
bringing key information 
together in one place, we 
are making it easier to nav-
igate rules across jurisdic-
tions, saving drivers time, 
and helping industry oper-
ate more effectively.”

Devin Dreeshen, Minister 
of Transportation and Eco-

nomic Corridors 
The Hub helps truck driv-

ers plan their routes accu-
rately so they can avoid low 
bridges and prevent costly 
infrastructure damage. It 
provides clear, accessible 
information which will help 
with links to permit infor-
mation and safety code 
standards to navigate in-
terprovincial trips. Instead 
of searching through multi-
ple sources, the Hub brings 
everything together in one 

place.
Alberta has worked close-

ly with federal, provincial 
and territorial partners 
to develop and refine the 
tool, with all jurisdictions 
participating and contrib-
uting to data validation. 
Each province and territory 
will now be responsible for 
maintaining and validat-
ing its own data, ensuring 
information remains ac-
curate and up to date. Re-
sponsibility for long-term 
management of the Hub is 
expected to transition to the 
Canadian Council of Motor 
Transport Administrators 
(CCMTA) in fall 2026.

“We welcome today’s 
announcement and are 
pleased to work with the 
Alberta government to ad-
vance the implementation 
of the Canadian Trucking 
Hub, an important step to-
ward improving the effi-
ciency and safety of goods 
movement across the coun-
try.”

Linda MacAusland, pres-
ident and CEO, Canadian 
Council of Motor Transport 
Administrators 

Alberta’s government is 
continuing to take action 
to strengthen the trucking 
industry by engaging with 
trucking companies and 
driving schools on issues 
facing the industry and how 
to address them. Measures 
include potential experi-
ence-based requirements 
for commercial drivers 
coming to Alberta, such as 
creating a two-year waiting 
period, as well as stronger 
penalties for damage to 
public infrastructure. This 
ongoing work reflects a 
continued focus on ensur-
ing drivers are well-pre-
pared, while protecting 
Alberta’s transportation 
network and supporting 
safer roads.
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EXPANDING HEALTH CARE ACCESS FOR 
ALBERTANS

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Proposed legislation would 
expand access to testing and 
medications, making it easier 
for Albertans to get care faster 
and closer to home.

If passed, Bill 29, the Health 
Statutes Amendment Act, 2026 
would enable self-referred 
preventative testing, improve 
timely access to addiction 
treatment medications and 
complete Alberta’s health sys-
tem refocusing.

Enhancing access to preven-
tative health testing

If passed, Bill 29 will allow 
Albertans to access certain pri-
vate preventative health tests 
without a referral later this year. 
Preventative health testing is 
essential for identifying medi-
cal conditions at an early stage, 
when interventions are simpler, 
less costly and more effective. 
This change will make it easier 
for Albertans to take proactive 
steps in managing their health 
while helping reduce pressure 
on the public system.

Details on how self-referred 
testing will work, including el-
igible tests and any reimburse-
ment, will be outlined in future 
regulations.

Improving timely access to 
critical medications

If passed, Bill 29 will allow 
authorized prescribers to keep 
a limited supply of certain pre-
scription medications used in 
addiction treatment for urgent 
situations.

In many rural, remote and 
Indigenous communities, long 
travel distances to pharmacies 
can delay treatment when time 
matters most. These changes 
will help people begin treat-
ment sooner by improving ac-
cess to medications needed for 
care. Faster access to medica-
tion can be critical in stabilizing 
patients and supporting recov-
ery.

All medications will contin-
ue to be dispensed through 
licensed pharmacies and sub-
ject to strict safety, storage and 
oversight requirements.

“The Alberta Recovery Model 
is about meeting people where 
they are and improving access 
to treatment. Timely access to 

life-saving addiction medica-
tions reduces barriers to care – 
especially in rural, remote and 
Indigenous communities.”

Rick Wilson, Minister of Men-
tal Health and Addiction 

Completing the health system 
refocusing

If passed, Bill 29 also includes 
final steps to complete Alberta’s 
health system refocusing, sup-
porting a more coordinated and 
streamlined health system.

Remaining public health 
functions will be aligned under 

the Ministry of Primary and 
Preventative Health Services, 
helping ensure more consistent 
oversight and a more stream-
lined approach to delivering 
public health services. This 
work is about reducing frag-
mentation across the system 
and improving clarity about 
where services and responsibil-
ities sit, so care can be delivered 
more consistently and efficient-
ly.

Additional amendments 
will update legislation to re-

flect these changes and ensure 
alignment across related acts.

“Early detection of cancer 
saves lives, plain and simple. 
We support adding new screen-
ing pathways that complement 
our public health system, en-
suring more Albertans can ac-
cess the early screening needed 
to identify cancer sooner and 
improve outcomes.” 

Wendy Beauchesne, CEO, Al-
berta Cancer Foundation 
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PROTECTING ALBERTANS FROM 
CYBERCRIMINALS

ALBERTA RCMP ENCOURAGES 
ALBERTANS TO PREPARE EMERGENCY 

PLAN

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

The new cybercrime task 
force will address the grow-
ing problem of extortion 
and digital fraud targeting 
Albertans.

Cybercriminals represent 
a serious and ongoing pub-
lic risk by targeting fami-
lies, seniors and businesses 
across Alberta for financial 
exploitation. To address 
these risks head-on, the 
task force will provide rec-
ommendations to address 
cybercrime, including fraud, 
identity theft and extortion 
carried out using technolo-
gy. Fraudulent schemes are 

commonly conducted over 
international borders, mak-
ing it more difficult for po-
lice departments to identify 
and find the source of the 
scams.

“We have seen too many 
examples of extortion 
threats across our province. 
This is unacceptable and it’s 
why Alberta is taking action 
to develop a coordinated 
provincial strategy to stop 
these scammers from ex-
torting families in our com-
munities.”

Mickey Amery, Minister of 
Justice 

“With growing uses of 
artificial intelligence, I am 
grateful for the opportunity 

to serve on this task force, 
working together to mit-
igate risks of cyber fraud, 
identity theft and extortion 
for the benefit of Albertans.”

Jason Stephan, MLA for 
Red Deer-South and Cyber-
crime Task Force Chair 

The cross-ministry task 
force will comprise experts 
in law, technology, con-
sumer protection and law 
enforcement. Membership 
will also include represen-
tatives from the ministries 
of Justice, Public Safety and 
Emergency Services, Ser-
vice Alberta and Red Tape 
Reduction, Technology and 
Innovation and Intergov-
ernmental and Internation-

al Relations. A details list of 
members is available on the 
alberta.ca Cybercrime Task 
Force Webpage.

The task force will explore 
ways to protect the public 
from scammers who im-
personate, use threats or 
deception to obtain person-
al information or pressure 
victims into making pay-
ments under false pretenc-
es. The recommendations 
will focus on legislative and 
regulatory options as well 
as federal government ad-
vocacy, to strengthen con-
sumer protection and pub-
lic safety.

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

The Alberta RCMP is 
encouraging communi-
ty members to prepare 
an emergency plan in the 
event of a flood or wildfire. 
As summer approaches, 
it’s important to be pre-
pared to act quickly in 
case of a natural disaster. 

Keep the following in 
mind when making an 
emergency plan for your 
family:

•	 Consider the spe-
cific needs of your house-
hold, including older 
family members, special 
health or mobility needs, 
children, pets and service 
animals. 

•	 Detail how your 
family will contact each 
other during an emergen-

cy and make sure family 
members have shared and 
saved each other’s con-
tact information. Remem-
ber, you may not be in the 
same location when these 
events are taking place. 

•	 Determine the 
best and quickest way to 
evacuate your home. In-
clude evacuation routes, 
meeting or muster points, 
etc. 

•	 If you can’t evac-
uate your home, be pre-
pared to be self-suffi-
cient for three days. This 
includes having enough 
food, water and a second-
ary power source if possi-
ble. 

•	 Prepare an emer-
gency kit, or “grab-and-
go-bag.” Along with water 
and non-perishables, your 
kit should include things 

like medications, person-
al hygiene items, copies 
of important documents, 
as well as a first-aid kit, 
manual can opener, phone 
charger, power bank, 
flashlight, extra batteries, 
emergency blanket, extra 
cash and seasonal cloth-
ing.   

•	 Ensure household 
members know the loca-
tion of your emergency 
kit, fire extinguishers, and 
where water, electric and 
gas utilities are located.

•	 Learn the emer-
gency plans for your 
workplace, school and 
community in case you’re 
not at home in the event of 
a disaster. 

•	 Listen to instruc-
tions from local police and 
first responders on how to 
evacuate your neighbour-

hood. Don’t take shortcuts 
as you could end up in 
blocked or unsafe areas. 

•	 If you are able, 
consider making an out-
of-town contact, far away 
enough that they likely 
won’t be affected by the 
same disaster, that your 
family can stay with in the 
event of evacuation. 

Practice your plan fre-
quently so that you’re 
ready in case of emergen-
cy. Remember, evacuation 
alerts warn the public of a 
potential or current threat. 
If an alert is issued, you 
should prepare to evac-
uate. Evacuation orders 
are mandatory and issued 
when the public must 
leave the area for their 
safety.
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STRENGTHENING CANCER CARE FOR 
ALBERTANS

Submitted by Government of Al-
berta

Alberta is strengthening cancer 
care with earlier breast cancer 
screening and a program to help 
patients preserve fertility and 
build a family after treatment.

Alberta’s government is expand-
ing free breast cancer screening to 
all women aged 40 and older and is 
providing $2.25 million to Cancer 
Care Alberta, in partnership with 
Fertility Alberta, to create a new 
oncofertility program to support 
cancer patients facing urgent fer-
tility decisions.

One in two Albertans will be diag-
nosed with cancer in their lifetime. 
Through earlier screening, cancer 
can be identified sooner, when life-
saving treatment is most effective. 
Preserving fertility ensures treat-
ment does not take away a future 
beyond diagnosis, including the 
choice to build a family.

New Oncofertility Program
The program is expected to ben-

efit 250-400 patients annually and 
builds on the provincewide on-
cofertility pathway introduced in 
2025, which improved standard-
ized screening and streamlined 
referrals to fertility clinics for pa-
tients who may want to have chil-
dren after treatment.

It addresses a key gap by adding 
financial support for faster access 
to urgent fertility consultations, 
so patients can make critical deci-
sions before treatment begins. This 
innovative program brings togeth-
er care, funding and navigation 
to ensure patients can act quickly 
with the peace of mind that their 
future fertility is protected and fo-
cus on treatment.

The program will be fully devel-
oped and implemented in 2026-27, 
with more information on eligibil-
ity and how to access supports to 
be shared as details are finalized.

“Cancer Care Alberta is proud to 
partner with the provincial gov-
ernment and Fertility Alberta to 
build upon the established onco-
fertility expertise within our health 
system. By strengthening this inte-
grated approach, we are ensuring 
that Albertans can take steps to 
protect their future fertility.”

Brenda Hubley, interim manag-
ing director, Cancer Care Alberta 

Expanding breast cancer screen-
ing

Beginning April 1, 2027, all wom-

en aged 40 and older will be able to 
self-refer for breast cancer screen-
ing without a physician referral. In 
the interim, women aged 40 to 44 
can access free screening with a 
one-time physician referral, while 
women aged 45 and older can con-
tinue to self-refer.

Breast cancer is the most com-
mon cancer affecting Alberta 
women. This expansion will make 
more than 193,000 additional 
women eligible for breast cancer 
screening, helping detect cancer 
earlier, often before symptoms 

appear, when treatment is most 
effective.

“Mammography is a safe and 
effective screening tool for ear-
ly cancer detection. This policy 
change will save lives, reinforcing 
Alberta’s long-standing leadership 
in breast cancer screening, and 
improving outcomes for women 
across the province.”

Dr. Rahim Samji, president, Al-
berta Society of Radiologists 

“Breast cancer is now more 
than 90 per cent survivable when 
caught early, so rapid detection 

is the most powerful defence we 
have against this disease. Expand-
ing access to women at age 40 pro-
vides a critical head start toward 
earlier treatment and a successful 
recovery. This is a powerful step 
forward that directly improves the 
outcomes for cancer patients and 
their families.” 

Wendy Beauchesne, CEO, Alber-
ta Cancer Foundation
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ALBERTA RCMP GIVES MOTORCYCLE 
SAFETY REMINDERS

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Motorcycle season has 
arrived, and the Alberta 
RCMP is providing safety 
reminders to riders and 
other motorists. By be-
ing aware of each other, 
following traffic laws and 
practicing safe driving 
behaviours, everyone can 
stay safe on the roads. 

Last year, in Alberta 
RCMP jurisdiction, there 
were 288 reported colli-
sions involving motorcy-
cles. As a result of these 
collisions, there were 259 
injuries and 16 fatalities.   

Help stay safe this riding 
season by following the 
below tips: 

•	 Complete a pre-

ride check. Take time 
before getting on your 
bike to check fluids, tires, 
lights/signals, chains and 
the overall condition of 
the motorcycle. Refer to 
Alberta Transportation’s 
Rider Guide for a check-
list. 

•	 Gear up. Rid-
ers and passengers must 
wear helmets that meet 
safety requirements and 
state the date of manufac-
ture. A proper coat, pants, 
boots that cover the an-
kles, gloves and shat-
ter-proof eyewear can 
reduce the risk of injury 
in the event of a collision. 
Avoid buying used hel-
mets as they could have 
defects. 

•	 Be bright and 

in sight. Stay in sight of 
larger vehicles and avoid 
blind spots. Wear a high 
visibility jacket and hel-
met, in colours such as 
orange, yellow or white to 
be noticeable on the road. 

•	 Maintain a safe 
following distance. Stay 
clear of loose gravel or 
rocks thrown by other 
vehicles on roadways and 
be cautious as excess de-
bris and sand may affect 
tire traction and overall 
handling. 

•	 Avoid speeding 
and weaving. Speeding 
in and out of traffic on a 
motorcycle is illegal and 
dangerous. Safe handling, 
and sharing the road re-
sponsibly, reduces the 
risk of collision. 

•	 Don’t show off. 
Just because your bike 
can do it, doesn’t mean 
your bike should do it. 
Slow down on unfamiliar 
roadways and don’t feel 
pressure to keep up with 
more experienced riders. 

“We can all work to-
gether for a safe riding 
season,” says Sgt. Darrin 
Turnbull, Alberta RCMP 
Traffic. “Last May saw 
45 motorcycle collisions, 
making up approximate-
ly 16% of the total for last 
year. Look out for each 
other on the roads. If 
you’re in a vehicle, make 
sure to complete a full 
check before changing 
lanes to ensure motorcy-
cles and smaller vehicles 
aren’t in your path.”
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NEWS RELEASE - ELECTIONS ALBERTA
Submitted by Government 

of Alberta

Special Ballot requests now 
open for October 19 Referen-
dum

Online applications to Vote 
by Mail are now open for 
the October 19, 2026, Refer-
endum.  Vote by Mail, also 
known as a Special Ballot, is 
available to all eligible Alber-
ta electors. Electors do not 
need to provide a reason to 
apply.  

“Vote by Mail gives Alber-
tans the flexibility to choose 
a day and time that works for 
them to sit down and con-
sider the referendum ques-
tions,” said Gordon McClure, 
Chief Electoral Officer. “With 
10 questions, some electors 
may want extra time to re-
view the questions and vot-
ing by mail lets them do that 
on their own schedule.”  

Vote by Mail is a conve-
nient option for electors who 
will not be available or are 
going to be away from their 
electoral division during ad-
vance voting days October 13 
-17, or on Election Day, Octo-
ber 19. This includes students 

studying away from home. 
Applications to Vote by 

Mail close October 9, 2026, 
and all completed Special 
Ballot packages must be re-
ceived by Elections Alberta 
by mail before 5:00pm on 
October 16, 2026. Returning 
Offices will not accept Spe-
cial Ballot packages. 

Apply to Vote by Mail 
Electors can secure a Spe-

cial Ballot by: 
•	 Completing the on-

line form at https://special-
ballot.elections.ab.ca/,

•	 Writing to info@
elections.ab.ca, or 

•	 Contacting the Re-
turning Office for their elec-
toral division starting Sep-
tember 21. 

The last day to request a 
Special Ballot is October 9, 
2026. Electors are encour-
aged to apply earlier enough 
to ensure they receive it and 
can return it by the deadline.

Once an application is re-
ceived, a Vote by Mail pack-
age will be mailed to the ad-
dress provided by the elector, 
which will include a prepaid 
return envelope. Special Bal-
lot packages will begin mail-

ing to electors on September 
1, 2026.

Special ballots may also be 
picked up in person at:

•	 Elections Alberta’s 
head office in Edmonton 
starting September 1, or

•	 The elector’s elec-
toral division Returning Of-
fice starting September 21.

A designate may pick up a 
package on the elector’s be-
half. A person may apply for 
a Special Ballot on behalf 
of an elector only when the 
elector requires assistance 
due to disability or illness.

If an elector does not wish 
to be added to the List of 
Electors, they can request a 
secure Special Ballot.

Completing your Vote by 
Mail

Once electors receive their 
package, they can complete 
it at a time that suits them. 
Elections Alberta must re-
ceive completed packages by 
mail before 5 p.m. on Octo-
ber 16, 2026.

Electors voting by mail 
must sign a declaration and 
provide identification to 
prove their name and ad-
dress. Please note: electors 

are required to include cop-
ies of their accepted ID with 
their Special Ballot. Please 
do not send Elections Alberta 
original forms of ID.

Other voting options
Electors may vote during 

Advance Vote in their elec-
toral division, October 13-17 
at any advance voting loca-
tion in their electoral divi-
sion.

Election Day voting loca-
tions will be open 9:00am to 
8:00pm on October 19, 2026. 
Electors must vote at their 
assigned voting location in 
their electoral division on 
Election Day.

Referendum information
Visit our website to learn 

more about Referendum 
2026. Apply to work during 
the Referendum at our re-
cruitment webpage. All po-
sitions and training are paid.  
Please see the Important 
Referendum Information 
Update for more information 
on ballots, voting, and voting 
requirements.  Follow Elec-
tions Alberta on social media 
for more Referendum 2026 
updates.
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FARMERS MARKETS	                  
DRAYTON VALLEY: Farmers’ 
Market, Wednesdays starting 
May -October4 from 3:00pm-
6:00pm at 5015 Industrial Rd.
dvagsocietyinfo@gmail.com for 
information. We have facebook, 
instagram and a website.
EVANSBURG FARMERS 
MARKET:  Every Saturday 10am 
- 2pm located right beside 
Evansburg Tipple Museum 780-
505-0905 
May-Sept
Leduc Public Market:  Every 
Thursday 10-2 @ City Center Mall. 
5201 50 st. Leduc
Devon Handmade Arts & Crafts 
Sale, monthly sunday market  
Community Centre 12-4pm. New 
Vendors Welcome. More info: 
780-652-3304 www.artsdevon.
org
BINGO			                                             
CALMAR: Every Wednesday 
night, 7:00pm at the Calmar 
Legion.
JAMBOREE		                                                   

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)       

DEVON: Wed. at 9:30am at 
Riverside Baptist Church, 2 

Saskatchewan Dr., Devon. 
Contact Brenda at 987-9113 for 
info.
LEDUC: Tuesday Nights at Peace 
Lutheran Church, 4606 – 48 St. 
Leduc.  Weigh-ins: 5:45-6:30pm, 
Meeting 7:00-7:30pm. Call Marie 
at 780-986-6477.
THORSBY: meeting every 
Monday morning 9:00am at 
Thorsby Fire Hall. Call 780-621-
3461.
SOCIAL EVENTS	                                    
50+ YOUNG AT HEART 
LUNCHEON for Parkland County 
Seniors. 12pm  at Stony Plain 
United Church Basement, $7 
per plate. 3rd Wed of Each Month, 
Sept - June. For reservations call 
Audrey 780-963-1782.
CALMAR SENIORS: Meetings - 
every 2nd Wed of every month. 
1:00pm. (587) 988-3636.
DEVON RECREATION: 
Volleyball, Mondays 8-10pm, 
$2, John Maland High School. 
Badminton, Fridays 7-9pm, 
Robina Baker School, $2. Hockey 
(Arena), Tues & Thurs, noon 
(children under 15 must be 
accompanied by an adult)
DEVON MUSIC JAM & DANCE: 
4th Friday of ea. Month @ 1:30 
pmPioneers 73 Club, 29 St. 

Lawrence Ave. Admission $10.00 
- Musicians $5.00 More info - 
780-991-2425
“KIDS OWN WORSHIP” an hour 
after-school, 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
each month. Songs, Crafts, 
Snacks and FUN!  No charge.  
Call All Saints’ Anglican Church. 
(780)542-5048
MUSICAL JAM SESSIONS: 
4th Tues, 1:00pm at Calmar 
Seniors Centre. Bring your own 
instruments and have fun.
MUSICAL PROGRAM: every 4th 
Saturday at the Cloverleaf Manor, 
2:30pm. Everyone welcome.
ST. DAVIDS JR. CHOIR is seeking 
singers ages 7-13. Boys and 
girls are welcomed. Rehearsals 
in Leduc Tuesdays 3:45- 5pm. 
Contact 780-432-7805.
WARBURG ARENA HOSTS 
FREE SHINNY HOCKEY, Sun 
2:30 - 3:45pm & Mon /Wed 
4-5:45pm, arena closures & 
cancellations can be heard on 
recorded messages, call Arena 
780-848-7581
WARBURG ARENA HOSTS FREE 
PUBLIC SKATING, Sundays 
1-2:30pm & Fridays 4-5:45pm, call 
arena for closure dates
MEETINGS		                                                                 
AHS: Addiction Services provides 

assessment and counseling for 
alcohol, other drugs, tobacco 
and gambling in Breton on 
court day Wednesdays.  To make 
an appointment, please call 780-
542-3140.
Do you have a problem with 
alcohol & are you looking for an 
AA MEETING or someone to talk 
to? Call Toll Free 1-877-404-8100.
Drinking a Problem? There is a 
Solution, call AA 780-491-1043
BRETON COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
2nd Tuesday of each month at 
7pm at the Council Chambers, 
Carolyn Strand Civic Centre. 780-
696-3636.
BRETON & DISTRICT AG 
SOCIETY Regular Meeting 2nd 
Thurs. at 7:30pm at Hall.
CITIZENS ON PATROL: 2nd Thurs 
of each mo, 7:30pm in Entwistle 
Seniors Bldg
DEVON TOASTMASTERS, Thurs. 
7pm at St. Georges Anglican 
Church (2 St. Clair, Devon). Learn 
and practice the skills required 
to effectively speak in public - we 
help conquer your fear. 
More info: Marc 780-729-4932
DEVON: Paint night, 4th 
Monday of the month, 7-9 pm.  
Info at artsdevon.org or phone 
780-652-3304.
DRAYTON VALLEY BRANCH 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
If you are a LICENSED, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, you are welcome to submit your announcement FREE of charge, space 

permitting. You are required to submit your non-profit number. Call (780) 962-9228. Please note that all submitted event 
listings must be limited to 25 words or less (including spaces). DEADLINE: 12 noon Friday prior to publication (Thursdays on 

long weekends).
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Lodgepole Community Hall - 
(780) 894-2277

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217 

Woodbend Hall. rentals@
woodbendhall.com, 
woodbendhall.com/rentals, 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Sale
Seed Oats, 98 % germination, 
Fusarium tested, No wild oats, 
Glyphosate free, greenfeed/
silage & milling varieties, 
Can deliver On farm scale, 
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com. 
Woodland Lumber 780-621-2229

For Rent

2bdr available at 4932 50a ave. 
Entwistle, AB Rent $970 DD $485 
Including heat, water, parking, 
laundry. Tenant pays electricity.  
new flooring, painting.Cats are 
allowed. Smoking free building. 
you hoping to make changes 
too? Please contact Ivka 780 
807-1300 or Elma 780 234-4504

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 

water and befenced. 80 to 360 
acres. 780-916-2333

Cleaning
Ceiling & Wall Cleaning *Stipple 
& California Knock Down 
*Smoke and Odor Removal 
*15% Discount with this ad *We 
travel to acreages & farms	
Call Nano Clean 780-914-0323 
Edmonton & Area
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