
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

September 30, 2026

CYANOBACTERIAL (BLUE-GREEN 
ALGAL) BLOOM ADVISORY 

ISSUED FOR WABAMUN LAKE

PARKLAND RCMP 
ARREST TWO, RECOVER 

STOLEN VEHICLES AFTER 
SHOPLIFTING INVESTIGATION

INDEPENDENT REPORT 
RELEASED ON COSTS OF 

SEPARATION

Submitted by AHS

A cyanobacterial (blue-
green algal) bloom and/or 
toxins have been identified 
in the waters of Wabamun 
Lake. Residents living near 

the shores of this lake, as 
well as visitors, are advised 
to take the following pre-
cautions:

•Do not swim or wade in 
any areas where cyanobac-
terial blooms are visible.

•Avoid all contact with cy-
anobacterial blooms in the 
water and washed up on 
shore. Wash with clean tap 
water as soon as possible if 
contact occurs.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Parkland RCMP

On Sept. 4, 2026, at approx-
imately 7:45 p.m., Parkland 
RCMP responded to a report of 
shoplifting at a grocery store in 
Spruce Grove. Officers located 

a female suspect attempting to 
enter the passenger side of a 
red car. As police approached, 
the male driver accelerated 
forward in attempt to leave the 
area. Officers prevented the fe-
male from entering the vehicle 

and arrested her without inci-
dent. 

The male driver fled the scene 
at a high rate of speed on Cal-
lahoo Road. Police recognized 
the suspect and attended 

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Albertans can now read 
comprehensive, indepen-
dent analyses on how sep-
aration from Canada could 

impact Alberta families, 
jobs and public services.

To provide Albertans with 
reliable, transparent infor-
mation ahead of the Oct. 
19 referendum, the Univer-
sity of Calgary’s School of 

Public Policy was commis-
sioned to write an inde-
pendent report examining 
potential economic and fi-
nancial impacts of Alberta 
separating from 

Continued on Page 6
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Cyanobacterial (Blue-Green Algal) Bloom 
Advisory Issued For Wabamun Lake

Continued from Page 1

•Do not drink or cook with 
water from this lake.

•Do not eat whole fish or 
fish trimmings from this 
lake as fish may store tox-
ins in their liver. Fish fillets 
contain less toxins and are 
safer to eat.

•Keep pets away from the 

water. Do not allow pets to 
swim in areas where cyano-
bacterial blooms are visible 
or to contact blooms in the 
water or on the shore.

•Do not feed whole fish 
or fish trimmings from this 
lake to your pets.

As always, visitors and 
residents are reminded to 

never drink or cook with 
untreated water directly 
from any body of water, in-
cluding Wabamun Lake, at 
any time. Boiling of this wa-
ter will not remove the tox-
ins produced by cyanobac-
teria. An alternate source of 
drinking water should also 
be provided for pets and 
livestock while this adviso-
ry is active.
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Parkland RCMP Arrest 
Two, Recover Stolen 
Vehicles After Shoplifting 
Investigation
Continued from Page 1

his residence, where they 
located the stolen red Ford 
Taurus associated to the in-
vestigation. The male suspect 
was observed running from 
the vehicle and was arrested 
without incident. Police also 
recovered a stolen motorcycle 
on the scene. 

Colten Battaglini (28), a res-
ident of Stony Plain, Alta., has 
been charged with the follow-
ing: 

•Operate vehicle while pro-
hibited, 

•Dangerous operation,
•Fail to stop for Peace Officer,
•Possession of stolen proper-

ty over $5,000,
•Possession of stolen proper-

ty under $5,000 (x3), 
•Fail to comply with proba-

tion order,
•& drive uninsured contrary 

to the Traffic Safety Act. 
Jayden Stebbings (20), a resi-

dent of Spruce Grove, has been 
charged with the following: 

•Theft under $5,000, 
•Obstruct a Peace Officer 

(x2), 
•Possession of stolen proper-

ty over $5,000 (x2). 
Colten Battaglini was re-

manded into custody to appear 
in Alberta Court of Justice in 
St. Albert on Oct. 14, 2026. 

Jayden Stebbings was re-
manded into custody to appear 
in Alberta Court of Justice in 
St. Albert on Sept. 23, 2026. 

If you have any information 
about this or any other crime, 
please contact the Parkland 
RCMP at 825-220-7267(RCMP).  
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Independent Report Released On Costs Of 
Separation
Continued from Page 1

Canada. The final report 
considers two hypothetical 
scenarios to give Albertans 
a sense of the costs associ-
ated with separation:

•	 A “smooth” sce-
nario in which negotiations 
with Canada are quick and 
favourable to Alberta.

•	 A “difficult” scenar-
io in which negotiations are 
protracted and unfavour-
able to Alberta.

In both scenarios, the in-
dependent report shows the 
short-term impacts of po-
tential separation would re-
sult in significant economic 
disruption and costs for Al-

bertans. The report outlines 
that the cost of establishing 
a new country could range 
from $50 billion to $170 bil-
lion in the first five years 
following separation. These 
costs are in addition to im-
pacts on economic growth 
and Alberta’s fiscal position, 
which is explored in the re-
port.

“It has been a great oppor-
tunity for the school to help 
inform Albertans on such 
a critical issue. From the 
start, we were afforded full 
independence and academ-
ic freedom with this project, 
which was successful under 
a compressed deadline. The 
work includes some of the 
most comprehensive eco-
nomic and fiscal data avail-
able, analyzed objectively 
by our team of experts led 
by Dr. Tim Sargent.”

Martha Hall Findlay, di-
rector, School of Public Pol-
icy, University of Calgary 

Under the “difficult” sce-
nario, limits on trade and 
market access could create 
lasting economic and fiscal 
challenges for both Alberta 
and Canada. Even after 20 
years, employment could 
be nearly five per cent low-
er and Alberta’s econo-
my more than 16 per cent 
smaller than if the province 
remained in Canada. De-
spite higher taxes, the gov-
ernment could face an on-
going annual budget deficit 
of more than $30 billion.

In the “smooth” scenar-
io, Alberta may be able to 
maintain access to major 
trade markets, expand re-
source development and 
deliver some 

Continued on Page 7
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Independent Report Released On Costs Of 
Separation

Continued from Page 6

government services 
more efficiently. The report 
cautions, however, that any 
potential economic recov-
ery could take many years 
following the disruption of 
separation and would de-
pend on very specific con-
ditions, including sustained 
high oil prices, that could 
not be guaranteed through 
negotiations.

Advisory panel assess-
ment

An expert advisory panel, 
chaired by Dr. Jack Mintz, 
was appointed to review 
the report and prepare an 
independent assessment 
of the findings. The panel’s 
work adds a broader range 
of perspectives to the anal-
ysis, ensuring Albertans are 
equipped with the facts.

The advisory panel’s as-
sessment underscore two 
key findings from the inde-
pendent report: separation 
would involve significant 
short-term costs, and that 
the long-term economic 
and fiscal effects are high-
ly uncertain. The panel also 
finds that the impacts of 
separation would extend 
beyond Alberta’s borders, 
causing significant harm to 
Canada’s economy.

“The panel concurs that 
separation results in short 
run economic costs for 
Alberta for uncertain net 
benefits in the longer run. 
However, we also stress 
that Canadians should be 
aware that Alberta’s separa-
tion will undoubtedly harm 
Canada as well.”

Dr. Jack Mintz, chair, Advi-
sory Panel on the Potential 

Impacts of Separation 
Albertans can read the 

full report and the advi-
sory panel assessment at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/
advisory-panel-on-the-po-
tential-impacts-of-sepa-
ration. Eligible voters are 
encouraged to review the 
findings, consider the ev-

idence and make an in-
formed decision in the Oct. 
19 referendum.



Page 8     CommunityVOICE September 30, 2026

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Submitted by Yellow-

head County

For more informa-
tion contact Yellowhead 
County at 1-800-665-
6030 or 780-723-4800.

Did you know… our 
website is a terrific way 
to get more County news 
and information?

www.yhcounty.ca
STARS Update and Sup-

port Request
Glenda Farnden, Senior 

Municipal Relations Liai-
son for STARS, presented 
an overview of STARS’ 
operations, emergen-
cy responses, services 
provided in Alberta, and 
their funding sources. 
Council received the pre-
sentation for informa-
tion and referred STARS’ 
financial support request 

to the 2027 Budget delib-
erations.

Mountain Park Condo-
minium

Following a September 
15, 2026 presentation 
from representatives of 
Mountain Park Prop-
erties Condominium 
Corporation, Council 
approved a letter ad-
dressed to the corpora-
tion regarding the Node 

9 development in Yel-
lowhead County. The 
letter confirms that the 
County will follow its 
public engagement poli-
cies and meet all munic-
ipal and provincial noti-
fication and engagement 
requirements during the 
development process.

Human Resources Poli-
cy Changes

Administration pre-
sented the County’s an-
nual Human Resources 
Policy updates (1300.00 
Human Resources Pol-
icy – Annual Summary 
of Changes). The report 
included changes related 
to the Code of Conduct, 
Personal Leave, and the 
Hybrid Work Model. 
Council received the re-
port for information.

Taxation Properties Ex-
emptions

Council received the 
Properties Exempt From 
Municipal Taxation re-
port from Administra-
tion for information pur-
poses. The report listed 
the 983 properties in Yel-
lowhead County exempt 
under various provincial 
Acts and Regulations, in-
cluding 10 non-profit or-
ganizations that require 
Council approval for 
their tax exemptions.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-5083, 780-
892-2425

Entwistle Community League 
Hall Rentals, Call Verna Burke 
780-716-2304

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Paul 621-6148

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 780-
270-5830

Keephills Hall keephillsrentals@
gmail.com (780) 919-6590 
keephillshall.com Contact 

Hayley Butz

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-
2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, Stanley 
780-712-0371

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-797-
3863

Seba Seniors Centre, May 
Hall, 780-797-3087 or info@
sebaseniors.ca.

Smithfield Community Hall, 
780-717-3714

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-727-
3947.

Wabamun Senior Citizens Hall 
Call Barb 780-892-2263

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-325-2270

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall-
TEXT Booking request to Russ @ 
780-864-7781

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 

viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Cleaning
Specializing in Cleaning *Stipple 
& California Knock Down 
*Office *Restaurant Ceiling Tiles 
*Cigarette Smoke Removal 
*Free Estimates - SENIORS 
DISCOUNT Call Nano Clean 780-
914-0323 Edmonton & area

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350
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