
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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ALBERTA RCMP TRAFFIC 
WHITECOURT UNIT ARRESTS PROLIFIC 

OFFENDER TWICE IN ONE WEEK

ALBERTA RCMP TRAFFIC SERVICES 
ARRESTS DANGEROUS DRIVER

PHARMACY CHANGES TAKE 
EFFECT IN ALBERTA

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

On Sept. 11, 2026, White-
court Traffic members were 
conducting rural highway 

patrols near Whitecourt 
when they checked a known 
location where stolen cop-
per wire had reportedly 
been stripped.

While investigating the 

area, officers located a sus-
picious vehicle occupied 
by two individuals. A traffic 
stop was conducted and of-
ficers identified one 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

On Sept. 8, 2026, Alber-
ta RCMP Traffic Services 
members from Whitecourt 
were patrolling Highway 

43 near Greencourt, Alta., 
when a dangerous driv-
ing complaint involving 
a blue Ford Explorer was 
dispatched to Mayerthorpe 
RCMP.

An Alberta RCMP Traffic 

Services member located 
a vehicle matching the de-
scription and attempted 
a traffic stop. The vehicle 
failed to stop and fled at a 
high rate of speed. 

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Albertans can expect few-
er pharmacy trips for regu-
lar medications, continued 

drug coverage and new 
protections for workers 65 
and older beginning Oct. 1.

Several previously an-
nounced changes to phar-
macy services and drug 

coverage are now taking 
effect in Alberta. These in-
clude longer prescription 
fills, updated daily dispens-
ing rules, requiring 

Continued on Page 5
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Alberta RCMP Traffic Whitecourt Unit 
Arrests Prolific Offender Twice In One 
Week
Continued from Page 1

of the occupants as a 
known prolific offender 
who had recently been re-
leased from custody on un-
related charges.

Further investigation re-
vealed the individual was 
in breach of court-ordered 
release conditions and he 
was subsequently arrested. 
During the arrest, officers 
located a small quantity of 
suspected crystal meth-
amphetamine and a can of 
bear spray. He was brought 
before a justice of the 
peace, who remanded him 
into custody. He was then 
released on conditions on 
Sept. 15, 2026. 

Just three days later, 
on Sept. 18, 2026, Alber-
ta RCMP Traffic Services 

members were requested to 
assist a Whitecourt RCMP 
officer during a traffic stop. 
Upon arriving, officers de-
termined the same offend-
er was once again failing to 
comply with release condi-
tions. He was arrested and 
police once again located 
drugs and bear spray in the 
offender’s possession.

As a result of the inves-
tigation, Joshua Carter, a 
resident of Whitecourt, has 
been charged with :

•	 Weapons-related 
charges (x4);

•	 Fail to comply with 
release order (x4);

•	 Driving while un-
authorized;

•	 Possession of a 
controlled substance; and 

•	 One cannabis act 
related charge. 

Carter was brought be-
fore a justice of the peace 
and remanded into custody. 
He it to appear before the 
Alberta Court of Justice in 
Whitecourt on October 13, 
2026.

“This investigation high-
lights the ongoing efforts 
of our Alberta RCMP Traf-
fic officers to proactively 
target crime on Alberta’s 
roadways and hold repeat 
offenders accountable,” 
said Sgt. Greg Anderson, 
NCO i/c of AB RCMP Traf-
fic-Whitecourt Unit. “The 
quick actions of our mem-
bers helped identify repeat-
ed breaches and remove an 
offender from the commu-
nity.”

October 7, 2026
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Alberta RCMP Traffic Services Arrests Dangerous 
Driver
Continued from Page 1

During the incident, the 
driver operated the vehicle 
in a dangerous manner, in-
cluding passing other vehi-
cles on the highway shoul-
der.

For public safety reasons, 
RCMP Traffic Services did 
not pursue the vehicle but 
provided updates to White-
court RCMP members. Of-
ficers later learned that the 
same vehicle had allegedly 
fled from Edmonton Po-
lice Service officers several 
hours earlier.

The vehicle was subse-
quently located abandoned 
within the Town of White-
court. Through the coor-
dinated efforts of Alber-
ta RCMP Traffic Services, 
Whitecourt RCMP, Police 
Dog Services (PDS) and a 
RCMP drone operator, all 
three occupants of the vehi-
cle were located and arrest-
ed without incident.

As a result of the investi-
gation:

•	 Dylan Johnson 
(25), a resident of Peace 
River, Alta., was charged 
with flight from police and 
dangerous operation of a 
motor vehicle;

•	 Darius Chalifoux 
(22), a resident of St. Albert, 
Alta., has been charged with 
two counts of breach of 
probation order; and

•	 The third individ-
ual was released without 
charges.

Johnson was released on 
conditions while Chalifoux 
was brought before a justice 
of the peace to then be re-
leased on conditions. They 
are to appear before the 
Alberta Court of Justice in 
Whitecourt, with Johnson 
appearing Nov. 24, 2026, 
and Chalifoux appearing 
Oct. 13, 2026.

“This arrest highlights the 

value of coordinated police 
efforts and specialized re-
sources in locating suspects 
while prioritizing public 
safety,” said Sgt. Gregory 
Anderson, of the Alberta 
RCMP Traffic-Whitecourt 
Unit.
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Pharmacy Changes Take Effect In Alberta
Continued from Page 1

available private drug 
benefits to be used before 
government drug plans, 
protections for employ-
er-sponsored benefits for 
workers 65 and older, and 
updated requirements for 
pharmacy-distributed nal-
oxone kits.

Updated dispensing for 
regular medications

Under the new pharmacy 
funding framework, Alber-
tans who take medications 
for stable, ongoing health 
conditions will receive up 
to a three-month supply at 
once, meaning fewer phar-
macy visits and dispensing 
fees throughout the year. 
Patients who require daily 
or more frequent dispens-
ing will continue to receive 
it, ensuring those who need 
greater pharmacist over-
sight do not experience any 
interruption in service.

New limits for some com-
pounded topical medi-
cations will help manage 
costs, without changing 
Albertans’ access to eligible 
medications.

Coordinating private and 
government-sponsored 
drug coverage

Albertans with private or 
employer-sponsored drug 
insurance will use those 
benefits before govern-
ment-sponsored drug plans 
apply. If the private cov-
erage is not available or is 
exhausted, including when 
an annual drug coverage 
limit is reached, govern-
ment-sponsored coverage 
will continue to support el-
igible Albertans for eligible 
drug costs. This coordinat-
ed approach is used in oth-
er provinces and helps en-
sure public drug coverage 
remains available for those 
who need it most.

Albertans who continue 
working after age 65 will 
also be protected from hav-
ing their employer-spon-

sored drug and supplemen-
tal health benefits ended, 
reduced or changed solely 
because of their age.

There are no changes for 
Albertans who only have 
government-sponsored 
drug coverage.

New requirements for 
pharmacy-distributed nal-
oxone kits

Free naloxone kits will 
continue to be available 
through pharmacies and 
community organizations.

Albertans receiving a kit 
from a pharmacy will gen-
erally be asked to provide 
a valid Alberta health care 
card and will receive one kit 
at a time. In an emergency, 
a pharmacist can provide 
a kit without requiring a 
health care number if there 
is an immediate need to 
administer naloxone. Al-
bertans who are not expe-
riencing an emergency that 
want more than one kit may 
be directed to a community 

organization, where nal-
oxone kits will continue to 
be available without these 
changes.

Together, these updates 
help maintain access to 
medications, drug cover-
age and pharmacy services 
while managing growing 
costs and ensuring public 
funding is focused where it 
is needed most.
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RESPONSE TO INDEPENDENT REPORT 
ON COSTS OF SEPARATION: MINISTER 

NIXON
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Alberta

President of Treasury 
Board and Minister of 
Finance Jason Nixon is-
sued the following state-
ment on the U of C’s in-
dependent report on the 
potential impacts of sep-
aration.

“Albertans have called 
for clear, credible in-
formation to make an 
informed decision in 
the Oct. 19 referendum, 
and the Government of 
Alberta entrusted the 
University of Calgary’s 
School of Public Policy 
to develop a report that 
provides this informa-
tion. This independent 

report outlines import-
ant considerations for 
Albertans as they pre-
pare to vote on the ques-
tion of separation. I want 
to thank the School of 
Public Policy for their 
work on this very com-
plicated issue.

“I also want to thank the 
advisory panel that was 
appointed to review the 
report and prepare an 
independent assessment 
of the findings. I believe 
the panel’s insights will 
help Albertans interpret 
this report.

“The panel’s assessment 
emphasizes that both 
the scenarios outlined 
in the report highlight 
how costly it would be 

for Alberta to separate 
from Canada in the short 
term and also highlight 
the substantial amount 
of uncertainty Alberta 
would face in the long 
term.

“Alberta’s government 
has always been clear: 
we support a strong and 
sovereign Alberta within 
a united Canada, and that 
is what we will continue 
fighting for each day.

“I encourage all Alber-
tans to review the report 
and make an informed 
decision ahead of the 
Oct. 19 referendum.”

- Jason Nixon, Presi-
dent of Treasury Board 
and Minister of Finance
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CHANGES TO RECYCLING COLLECTION 
ARE COMING TO WHITECOURT NEXT 

MONTH
Submitted by Town of 

Whitecourt

Starting October 9, 2026, 
Whitecourt will transition to 
an enhanced curbside recy-
cling program under Alberta’s 
Extended Producer Responsi-
bility (EPR) framework.

Under new provincial rules, 
companies that make recycla-
ble materials and packaging 
now pay for recycling pro-
grams across Alberta as part 
of the Extended Producer Re-
sponsibility (EPR) Program. 
This means that the new 
curbside recycling program 
will no longer be provided by 
the Town of Whitecourt and 
will instead be administered 
by Circular Materials. As well, 
monthly charges for the curb-
side recycling program will no 
longer be included on White-

court utility bills.
What’s staying the same?
• Curbside collection will 

continue to on Fridays 
throughout Whitecourt.

• Residents will continue to 
use clear/blue bags for col-
lection.

• There’s no need for sorting, 
and there’s no limit to how 
many bags can be collected!

What’s changing?
The new system will be ad-

ministered by Circular Mate-
rials, a national not-for-profit 
organization responsible for 
implementing Alberta’s resi-
dential recycling program. In-
tegrity Waste Solutions is the 
contracted collection compa-
ny for our community.

Starting on Friday, October 
9, residents will be able to 
recycle materials that were 
previously excluded from the 

curbside recycling program. 
You will now be able to recy-
cle:

• Glass containers (jars and 
bottles)

• Foam packaging (meat 
trays, takeout containers, 
cups, plates, bowls, Styro-
foam)

• Flexible plastic packaging 
(films and wraps)

• Metal containers (pie 
plates, frozen food trays)

• Aerosol containers (hair-
spray, whip cream containers)

• Laminated paper and plas-
tic packaging (ex. chip bags, 
cereal liner bags, gift bags)

For a complete list of ac-
cepted materials, visit www.
circularmaterials.ca/resi-
dent-communities/white-
court/ 

For questions regarding 
curbside collection in White-

court starting October 9, in-
cluding what can be recycled, 
contact:

Integrity Waste Solutions 
Inc.

587-442-9910
customerrequest@integrity-

solutions.ca
What about the Whitecourt 

Transfer Station?
The Town of Whitecourt 

continues to operate the 
Whitecourt Transfer Station, 
and is working to finalize an 
agreement that would allow 
Circular Materials to manage 
recycling at the facility. Once 
finalized, residents will be 
able to recycle the same prod-
ucts at the facility as in the 
curbside program. Further 
information will be provided 
to the community once this 
change is in place.
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REFERENDUM INFORMATION UPDATES
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Alberta

Elections Alberta issues 
important referendum 
information updates to 
Albertans in advance of 
the final month before the 
referendum, including up-
dates on special ballots, 
referendum voting infor-
mation, and election work-

er recruitment, including 
a new program for hiring 
groups and teams.

Special ballots update
As of September 17, 2026:
•	 Elections Alber-

ta has received almost 
520,000 special ballot ap-
plications.

•	 A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
72% have been approved 
and sent for production 

and mailing.
•	 Over 330,000 

have been mailed out to 
electors.

•	 Over 24,000 com-
pleted special ballot pack-
ages have been returned 
and approved.

Following an investiga-
tion, Elections Alberta’s 
service provider identified 
and resolved a production 

issue determined to be the 
cause of some special bal-
lot packages missing bal-
lots.

•	 A total of 313 spe-
cial ballot packages have 
been identified as affected, 
representing 0.09% of spe-
cial ballot packages issued. 
Affected electors have 
been issued replacement 
packages.

Issues with addressing, 
typos, and other errors in 
electors’ applications have 
delayed approval of ap-
proximately 7,200 appli-
cations. Elections Alberta 
is working to identify and 
correct these errors to en-
sure special ballots are de-
livered to the correct recip-
ient at the correct address, 
and Elections Alberta may 
contact electors directly to 
resolve those issues.

Electors can track the 
status of their special 
ballot using the link in 
the confirmation sent to 
them when they applied. 
If applications have not 
been approved after three 
weeks, electors should 
contact Elections Alberta’s 
special ballot line at 1-877-
672-1365. Tracking will 
show if the application has 
been received, processed, 
or sent to the elector, and if 
the returned special ballot 
package has been received 
and voting register updat-
ed.

The deadline to request 
a special ballot from Elec-
tions Alberta’s website or 
at local returning offices 
is Friday, September 25, 
2026. Starting September 
21, electors will have the 
option when applying 

Continued on Page 21
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Referendum Information 
Updates

Continued from Page 20

for a special ballot to re-
quest pick up from their 
local returning office. 
Please wait until you are 
contacted before going to 
pick up your ballot at the 
requested location.

Electors are reminded 
the same identification re-
quirements and standards 
are applied to voting by 
special ballot as voting in 
person to ensure the integ-
rity of the vote.

•	 If your special 
ballot package does not 
contain copies of your ac-
cepted ID or declaration, it 
cannot be accepted. Elec-
tions Alberta will attempt 
to contact you to receive 
these documents. If we are 

unable to receive them, 
your special ballot will be 
rejected, and you will need 
to vote in person during 
advance voting or on Elec-
tion Day.

•	 Do not send your 
original ID in your spe-
cial ballot package. Please 
send a photocopy, scan, 
or photo only. Black and 
white copies are accepted. 
The information must be 
clear and legible. If you are 
using methods of ID like a 
utility bill, you may black 
out your utility account 
number and usage/billing 
information.

Canada Post strongly 
recommends electors mail 
their completed 

Continued on Page 22
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Referendum Information Updates

Continued from Page 21

special ballot packages 
back to Elections Alberta 
by October 9, 2026, to en-
sure they are received by 
the deadline, Friday, Octo-
ber 16, at 5:00pm.

Importantly, if a special 
ballot package is not re-
ceived by Elections Alberta 

by the deadline, electors 
can still vote during ad-
vance voting or in person 
on October 19. The voting 
register is updated to re-
flect when a special ballot 
has been received to en-
sure that electors cannot 
vote more than once. Elec-
tors should check their 

tracking information to 
confirm their ballots have 
been received and marked 
as voted.

While the number of 
special ballot applications 
is very high compared to 
past elections, it can be at-
tributed to the removal of 
reasons required to apply 

for a special ballot, to “vote 
anywhere” no longer being 
a voting option, and to the 
number of questions, as 
electors want to take more 
time to read and consider 
their votes before marking 
their ballots.

October 7, 2026
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PARKLAND RCMP REQUESTING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN 
IDENTIFYING 
VICTIMS IN 

VOYEURISM 
INVESTIGATION

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On June 6, 2026, the 
Parkland RCMP began 
an investigation regard-
ing indecent acts that 
occurred in Stony Plain, 
Alta. Police received a 
report that a window 
cleaner, working for a 
local business, alleged-
ly exposed his genitals 
while cleaning the win-
dows of a residence.

As a result of the inves-
tigation, the accused was 
identified as 67-year-old 
Robert Bennett, a res-
ident of Spruce Grove, 
Alta.

Bennett was arrested 
and charged with one 
count of an indecent act.

Bennett appeared be-
fore a justice of the peace 
and was released on a re-
lease order. He is sched-
uled to appear in the Al-
berta Court of Justice in 
St. Albert, on Oct. 6, 2026.



CommunityVOICE     Page 27October 7, 2026



Page 28     CommunityVOICE October 7, 2026



CommunityVOICE     Page 29

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, 
now with free wifi	 Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 780-
270-5830

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 

lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, 
contact:780-725-2533
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 780-
967-5338.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-3399 or 780-913-6741

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop 
in Centre hall available for 
rent. Capacity 125. Address 
5018 51 Ave, Stony Plain. 
Phone 780-963-4707 or email 
stonyplainseniors@gmail.com 
for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall 
- Bookings - Tammy 780-667-
4841 (text or phone)

Whitecourt Senior’s Circle Hall 
780-778-4950

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv 
with Satellite.  Double beds, 
furnished bachelors with 
full kitchen and furnished 1 
bedrooms with full kitchen 
available. Starting at 
$1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Cleaning
Specializing in Cleaning 
*Stipple & California Knock 
Down *Office *Restaurant 
Ceiling Tiles *Cigarette Smoke 
Removal *Free Estimates - 
SENIORS DISCOUNT Call Nano 
Clean 780-914-0323 Edmonton 
& area
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